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Of the Love of Gov. 


Ber1itve, my Lord, the true Way of 
loving Mankind is to love them in GoD 
and for his Sake. Men know not what 
it is to love Gop, and therefore they 
dread Him, and keep at a Diſtance from Him. This 
laviſh Fear hinders them from underſtanding the 
ſweet Familiarity of Children in the Boſom of the |; 
A3 ten- 


I 


* 


6 Devotional Trafts. 
tendereſt of Fathers. They look upon Him only 
as an all- powerful 8 Tafk-maſter. They 
are always under raint with Him. Every 
Thing they do is forced. It is with ReluQtance 
| — any Good, that they may eſcape Puniſh- 
ment. They would do Evil if they durſt, and 
could hope for Impunity. The Love of Gop ap- 
pears to them a burdenſome Debt. They endea- 
vour to elude it by Formalities and external Wor- 
ſhip; ſtill inclining to ſubſtitute theſe in the Place 
of ſincere and eff Love. uſe Artifices 
with Gop Himſelf, to give Him as little as poſſibly 
can. O my Gop! if Men knew what it is 
to love Thee, would ſeek no other Life, no 
other Joy but thy Love. | | 


Tunis Love requires nothing of us, but to do for 
the Sake of Gop, what Reaſon itſelf ſhould incline 
us to do. We are not deſired to add to the Num- 
ber of the good Works which we have already 
learned to practiſe: All that is incumbent upon us, 
is to do the ſame Things from a Principle of Love 
to Gop, that honeſt Men of a regular Life do from 
Principles of Honour, and Regard to themſelves. 
Nothing is to be laid aſide but what is wrong, 
which we ought to lay aſide, h we had no 
other Principle but r ght Reaſon. As for the reſt, 
let us leave all Matters in that Order which Gop 
hath eſtabliſhed in the World. Let us do the ſame 
honourable and virtuous Things as formerly, but 
let us do them for his Sake who made us, and to- 
whom we owe all. 


Tr1s Love of Gop does not require of all 
Chriſtians the Auſterities of the ancient Hermits, 
nor their profound Solitude: Neither does it in or- 

dinary Caſes deuiand, ſhining, heroick Deeds; nor 


renouncing 
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renouncing lawful Poſſeflions, nor abandoning the 
Advantages of any Condition of Life. It would 
only have us juſt, ſober and moderate in the proper 
Uſe of all theſe Things. It would only have us 
not make them our God, and our Happineſs ; but 
to uſe them according to his Deſigns, and ſo as they 
may help to raiſe our Affections towards Him. 


TH1s Love does not multiply our Crofſes. It 
finds all Conditions of Life already ſown with all 
Kinds of them. They ariſe from the Infirmity of 
our Bodies, and the Paſſions of our Souls; from our 
own Imperfections, and thoſe of other Men, with 
whom we live. The Love of Gop cauſes none 
of theſe Pains. On the contrary, it ſweetens all our 
Sufferings. It likewiſe leſſens them by moderating 
our ardent Paſſions, and too great Senſibility, the 
Source of all our real Ills. Were the Love of God 
ſo perfect in us, as to draw off our Aﬀections from 
whatever we fear to loſe, or hope to gain, it would 
finiſh our Griefs at once, and fill us with a bleſſed 
Tranquility. 


Way then ſo afraid of this Love, which is the 
Cauſe of none of our Afflictions, is able to mitigate 
all of them, and to bring along with it into our 
Hearts all Kinds of Happineſs? Men are much 
their own Enemies to reſiſt this Love, and to be 
afraid of it. 


Trex Precept of Love is ſo far from being an 
additional Burden to the reſt, that it renders them 
light and eaſy. What one does through Fear 
without Love, is always tedious, hard, painful and 
| burdenſome. What one does through Love, be- 
comes by this Means-agreeable, how croſs ſoever 
it be to Senſe. The Deſire of pleaſing that Gon 


whom we love, makes us, that if we ſufter, we 
chuſe 
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chuſe to ſuffer; and the Suffering which one chuſes, 


is no longer a Suffering. 


Tus Love unſettles and changes no Part of that 
Order which Gop has eftabliſhed. It leaves the 
Great in their Grandeur, and makes them little un- 
der the Hand of Him who made them great. It 
leaves the Low in the Duſt, and makes them ſa- 
tisfied to be nothing but in Him. This Content- 
ment in the loweſt Place has no Meanneſs in it; 
it makes true Greatneſs. 


Tuis Love regulates and animates all the Aﬀec- 
tions we owe to Creatures. We never love our 
Neighbour ſo well as when we love him for the 
Sake of Go, and with the Love of Gop. When 
we love Men without regarding Gop, we love 
them for our own Sakes : I is ſtill our own Intereſt 
we ſeek in them; either a more groſs, or a more 
refined and diſguiſed Intereſt, If it is not Money, 
or Convenience, or Favour; it is the Pleaſure of 
following our Taſte, of confiding in them, of be- 
ing mutually beloved by them. I heſe Things flat- 
ter our Self-love more than any Sum of Money can 
do: So that we really love ourſelves when we ima- 
gine we love our Friends. But, to love another 
for the Sake of ourſelves is a very imperfect Way of 
loving them. It is not F riend{hip ; it is Self-love. 


Ir may be aſked, what is the right Way then of 


loving our Friends? It is to love them in their due 


Order after Gop: It is to love God in them; to 
love what He has given them, and to bear, for his 
Sake, with the Want of what He has thought fit 
to deny them. When we love our Friends for our 
own Sakes; Selt-love is impatient, delicate, jea- 
lous, full of Wants, and void of Merit, always 
ſuſpicious both of itſelf and its Friends; it grows 

weary 
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reary and diſguſted; it ſoon ſees an End of what 
t entertained the higheſt Thoughts of; it meets 
ith Diſappointments every where; it would al- 
Ways have Perfection, but can never find it; it 
Frous angry; it changes; it can reſt in nothing: 
ut the Love of Gop loves its Friends without 
Views of Self-intereſt, and ſo loves them patiently 
with all their Faults; it ſeeks no more but what 
God has given them; it looks to nothing in them 
but Gop and his Gifts; it is pleaſed with every 
Thing, becauſe it loves what Gop has made; and 
bears with what He has not made, but permitted, 
and would have us to permit, likewiſe in Compli- 


ance with his Deſigns. 


Tux Love of Gop never looks for abſolute Per- 
fection in the Creatures. It knows this is to be 
ſound in Gop alone. It takes great Pleaſure in 
ſaying to Gop, who is like unte Thee? It ſays to 
every Tg that has Imperfection in it, thou art 
not my God. As it s Perfection in no Crea- 
ture, it is never diſappointed. It loves Gop, and 
his Gifts, in every Creature, according to the De- 
gree of Goodneſs in every one. It has a lefs Love 
to that which is leſs good, and a greater to that 
which is better: It has ſome Love to every Thing, 
becauſe every Thing has ſome little Good in it, 
which is the Gift of Gop; and the very worſt Men 
are capable, while they continue in Life, of be- 
coming good, and of receiving the Gifts they are 
deſtitute of at preſent. 


For the Sake of Gop, it loves all his Works; 
all that He has commanded us to love. It raiſes 
and heightens its Affection towards ſuch Objects as 
Gop would have it to prefer to others. In a mor- 
tal Father, it looks to its Father in Heaven; in a 
Kinſman or Friend, * 9 

ormed 
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formed by Providence. The ſtricter theſe Ties are 
in the Order of Providence, the Love of Gop 
makes them ſo much more ſtrong and intimate. 
Can one love Gop, without loving the Objects He 
has commanded one to love? They are his Work- 
manſhip; He has order'd us to love them; ſhall we 


not do fo? 


IxpEED, we ſhould far rather die, than love 
any Thing better than Him. He hath told us in 
the Goſpel, any Man love Father er Mother more 
than Me, he is not worthy of Mz. Gop forbid'I 
ſhould love better than Him, what I love only for 
his Sake · But upon his Account I love with my. 
Heart whatever repreſents Him to me, whatever 
contains his Gifts, whatever He deſigns I ſhould 
love. This ſolid Principle of Love makes me re- 
ſolve never to be wanting in any Duty, either to my 
Neighbours or my Friends. Their Imperfections 
cannot ſurprize me, for I expect nothing but Im- 

erfection in every Thing which is not my Gop. 
i ſee nothing but Him, in whatever has the leaſt 
Degree of Goodneſs. It is He whom I love in his 
Creatures, and nothing can alter this Love, This 
Love is not indeed always tender and affecting; but. 
it is real, cordial, faithful, conſtant and active; 
and I prefer it in my laſt and ſincereſt Choice to 
every other Love. It has alſo its Tenderneſſes, and 
its Tranſports. If a Soul was wholly addicted. to 
Gon, it would no longer be ſubje& to that Dry- 
neſs which is owing only to the Delicacies and In- 
ualities of Self love. As it would love only for 
the Sake of Gop, it would love as Gop does, with - ' 

an admirable Love. Fer Gop is Love, as the A- 

pr ohn ſays. Its Bowels would be an inex- 

uſtible Source of living Waters, according to the 

Promiſe. - Love would, for the Sake of others, 

bear all Things, endure all Things, hope all Things; 

it 
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it would overcome all Difficulties; it would diffuſe 
itſelf from the Bottom of the Heart, even upon the 
external Senſes; it would compaſſionate the Pains 
of others, and make no Account of its own; it 
would wait for them; it would accommodate it- 
ſelf to them; it would humble itſelf to the Low; 
it would raiſe itſelf up to the Great; it would weep 
with them that weep, and rejoice with them that re- 
joice; it would become all Things to all Men, not by 
a forced Appearance and dry Affectation, but from 
the Abundance of the Heart, in which the Love of 
Gop would be a living Source of all the tendereſt, 
ſtrongeſt, and moſt condeſcending Affections. No- 
thing is ſo cold, dry, hard, and reſerved, as a Heart 
that loves itſelf in all Things. Nothing is ſo ten- 
der, open, lively, ſweet, and loving, as a Heart 
poſſeſſed and animated with Divine Love. 


7 hafoejoojodtociooiootonJoaſos 
LETTEEE 


Ever did any Thing give me ſuch Comfort 
N as the Letter 1 have received. Thanks be to 
Him who can alone work in the Heart what 

He pleaſes, for his own Glory. He muſt needs 
love you much, ſince He maintains his Love in 
your Foul, while you are ſurrounded with whatever 
tends to cltinguith it. Love Him then above all 
Things, and fear nothing but not to love Him, 
He Hicaſelf ſhall be your Light, your Strength, 
your Life, your All. O how rich and powerful 
is a Heart amidſt Adverſities, when it carries this 
Treaſure within it! You muſt learn to ſeek Him 
in your Heart with the Simplicity of a 2 a 
tender 


- Abraham. 


ment, and Familiarity with Gop. ' Fear. not tof 


deprive you of that Bread from Heaven. 
of Him who alone is your true Glory, 


* 
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tender Familiarity and a Confidence that charm 1 
ſo good a F ather. | 


Bx not diſcouraged at your Weakneſſes. There 
is a Way of ſupporting them without indulging 
them, and of correcting them without Impatience. 
Gop will ſhew you this peaceable and effectua 
Way, if you ſeek it with an entire Diffidence in 
yourſelf, and walk in the Preſence of Gop like 


For Gop's Sake let Prayer nouriſh your Heart, | 
as Food does your Body. Let Prayer at certain 
ſtated Times, be a Source of the Preſence of God! 
through the Day; and let a frequent Recollection 
of the Preſence of Gop be a Renewal of Prayer. 
This ſhort and affectionate View of God revives 
the whole Man, calms the Paſſions, carries Light 
and Counſel along with it on important Occaſions, | 
and ually ſubdues the Temper; ſo that one 
E es his Soul in Patience, or rather ſuffers it to 

poſſeſſed by Gop. Be renewed in the Spirit of your 
Mind. I entreat you, pray a little at leaſt, ev 
Morning, in ſome Bit of ſtolen Time. This wi 
nouriſh you through the whole Day. Pray more 
with the Heart than the Underſtanding ; more'in 
the Way of ſimple Affection than Reaſoning. Few | 

connected Thoughts, but a great deal of 
Faith and Love. | | 


You muſt read too; but it muſt be ſuch Things | 
as tend to give you Recollection, and Encourage- | 


attend the Sacraments when you have Occaſion and 
Inclination. Let not Things of ſmall Importance 
Beware 


of Oftentation: At the ſame Time never be aſham'd 


War 
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WHAT gives me wonderful Hopes is, that I ſee 
by your Letter, you are ſenſible of your Weak- 
25 and humbly acknowledge them. O how 
ſtrong is he in Gop, who feels he is weak in him 
ſelf! Men I am weak, then am I firang. Dread 
Sin more than a thouſand Deaths: But if you un- 
happily fall into it, make Haſte to return to the 
Father of Mercies, and the Gop of all Conſola- 
tion, who ſtretches out his Arms to receive you 
and open your wounded Heart to Him who can 
heal you. Above all Things, be humble and lowly. 
« will yet be more vile than thus, and will be 
« baſe in mine own Sight.” Mind your Duty. 
Govern your Temper and Inclinations. I ſpeak 
to you only of Gop and yourſelf; no Matter for 
me. I thank Gop my Heart is at Peace: My ſe- 
vereſt Suffering is my not ſeeing — but I carry 
you continually with me into the 
where I am nearer unto you than the external Senſes 
can make me. I — give a thouſand Lives, as 
a Drop of Water, to ſee you ſuch as Gop' would 
have you. Amen! Amen! 


6 N 64 


reſence of Gon, OY 
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be H Larras s Lasers. 
To the Reverend 
l OT finding my Manner of Life in od, 
N = altho* I have no Difficulty about it, y 
Security I ſhall be gad to | 
know your I houghts concerning it. | 
In a Converſation dme Days fince with a Per- 
ſon of Piety, he told me, the ſpiritual Life was a2 
_ Life of Grace, which ins with ſervile Fear, 
which is increaſed by Hope of eternal Life, and 
which is conſummated by LI Love. That each 
of theſe States h:d its different Stages, by which 
one arrives at laſt at that bleſſed Conſummation. 
I nave 
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I Ave not followed all theſe Methods. On 
the contrary, I found they diſcourage me. This 
was the Reaſon why at my Entrance into Religi 


I took a Reſolution. to give myſelf up to Gop, 
| and for the Love of Him to renounce All beſides.” 


Fox the firſt Years I commonly employ'd 
ſelf, during the Time ſet apart for — wi 
the Thoughts of Death, of Judgment, Hell, Hea- 
ven, and my — fee + GY 7 
applying my Mind car the of the 
—— Mil of ans Beboeſs, — 
ſence of Gon, whom. I con der d always as with 
me, often as in me. 


22 : And yet F muſt tell 
ten Years I ſuffered much: 
Ap that I was not devoted to Goo 
as I withed to be, my paſt Sins abways prefend to 
my Mind, and the great unmerited Favours which 
Gor —  — of m 
role again preſent It ſeemed to me, that the 
Creatures, Reaſon, and God Himſelf were againſt 
me; and Faith alone for me. I was woubled 
ſometimes with Thoughts, that to believe I had 
received ſuch Favours was Preſumption, which 
z pretended to be at once where others arrive with 
ifficulty ; at other Times, that it was a wilful 
Deluſion, and that there was no Salvation for 


Wann 1 thought of nothing hut to nk wy 
Days in theſe Troubles (which did not at all di- 
miniſh the Truſt I had in God) I found 
changed all at once; and my Soul, which, till 


that was in Trouble, felt a profound in- 
| EY B 2 | ward 


5 


Sven was my 
2 that ſor the 
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fl ward Peace, as if ſhe were in her Center and Place | 
1 of Reſt. 3 | 


_. Eves ſince that Time I work before Gop fim- 
ply, in Faith, with Humility and Love: And 1 
apply myſelf diligently to do nothing, ſay nothing, 
and think nothing which may diſpleaſe Him. 


As for what paſſes within me at preſent, I can- 
not expreſs it. I have no Pain or Difficulty about 
my. State, becauſe I have no Will but that of 
GoD, which I endeavour to accompliſh in all 
Things, and to which I am ſo reſigned, that I 
would not take up a Straw from the Ground againſt 
his Order, or from any other Motive but purely 
that of Love to Him. 7 


N 1 * = 
: 
* 


©; I HAvE quitted all Forms of Devotion and ſet 
Pra ers, but thoſe to which my State obliges me. 
And I make it my Buſineſs only to perſevere in 
his holy Preſence, wherein 1 be myſelf by a 
ſimple Attention, and a general loving Regard to 
Gop, which I may call an actual Preſence: of 
Gop ; or to ſpeak better, an habitual, ſilent, and 
ſecret Converſation with Gop, which often cauſes 
Joys and Raptures inwardly, and ſometimes alſo 
outwardly, ſo great that I am forced to uſe Means 
to prevent their Appearance to others. | 


FS. 
Ix ſhort, I am aſſured beyond all Doubt, that 
my Soul hath been with Gop above theſe thirty 
Years. I paſs over many Things, that I may not 
be tedious to you: Yet I think it proper to in- 
form you, after. what Manner I conſider myſelf 
before Gop, whom I behold as my King. 
I consIDER myſelf as the moſt wretched of 
Men, full of Sores and Corruption, and who has 


com- 


— r inen a 11 


as AMC _  — _— Y „ 


a_— cc co Xx co 


committed all Sorts of Crimes agai 


2 — 1 
abandon myſelf in his Hands, that 11 — 
| what He pleaſes with me. = _ of 


It ſometimes my Thoughts wander from it 


* 
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his King: 
confeſs to Him 


Touch'd with a ſenfible Regret, 
all my Wickedneſs, I aſk his 


Mercy and Goodneſs, far from ling me, 
A I ES 


Table, ſerves me with his own Hands, gives me 


the Key of his Treaſures ; He converſes and de- 
imſelf with me inceſſantly in a thouſand 
and a thouſand Ways, and treats me, in all N. 
as his Favourite. It is thus I conkder my - 
ſelf from Time to Time in his holy Preſence. 


My moft uſual Method is this fimple Attention, 
and fuch a general nate R to Gor; tw 
whom I find myſelf oftner attach'd with greater 
Sweetneſs and Delight, than that of an Infant at 
the Mother's Breaſt: So that, if I dare uſe the 
Expreſſion, I ſhould chuſe to call this State the 
Breaſts of Gop, for the inexpreſſible Sweetneſs 
which I taſte and experience there. 


1 


by Neceffity or Infirmity, I am preſently recalled 
by inward Motions, fo charming and delicious, 
that I am aſhamed to mention them. I defire your 
Reverence to reflect rather upon my great Wretch- 
edneſs, of which you are fully mformed, than up- 
on the great Favours which Gop does me, all 


unworthy and ungrateful as I am. 


As for my ſet Hours of Prayer, they are onlh 
a Continuation of the ſame Exerciſe ; fometimes 
conſider myſelf there as a Stone before a Carver, 
whereof he is to make a Statue: — fo | 
1 
ect 


thus before Gop, I _— Him to mak 
bn 3 . 
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fe Image in my Soul, and render me entirely 
n e 
18 [++ 1-7 => tt 
Ar other Times, when I apply myſelf to Pra- 
yer, I feel all my Spirit, all my Soul, lift itſelf 
up without any Care or Effort of mine: And it 


continues as it were ſuſpended, and firmly fixed in 
Gor, as in its Center and Place of Reſt. - - 


CANNOT bear that this ſhould be called Delu- 
ſion ; | becauſe the Soul which thus enjoys Gop, 
defires herein nothing but Him. If this be Deluſion 
in me; it belongs to Him to remedy it. Let Him do 
what He pleaſes with me : I defire only Him, and 
to de wholly devoted to Him. Vou will however 
oblige me in ſending me your Opinion, to which 
L always pay a great Deſerence, for I have a ſin- 
5 ou ſteem for your Reverence, and am in our 
RD, | | 


X - 


Ms a «S% © HS = mengen e 


Your's, &c. 
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1 DO not pray that you may be delivered from 
1 your Pains; but I pray Gop earneſtly that 

e would give you Strength and Patience to 
bear them as long as He pleaſes. Comfort your- 
ſelf with Him who holds you faſtened to the Grofs : 
He will looſe you when He thinks fit. Happy 
thoſe who ſuffer with Him: Accuſtom yourſelt to 
ſuffer in that Manner, and ſeek from Him the 
Strength to endure as much, and as long as He 
{hall judge to be neceſſary for you. The Men of 
the 


* „  =X& OX D@caw to de 
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he World do not comprehend theſe Truths, nor 
Wis it to be wondered at, ſince they ſuffer like what 
they are, and not like Chriſtians: They conſider 
Sickneſs as a Pain to Nature, and not as a Favour 
from Gop; and ſeeing it only in that Light, 
they find nothing in it but Grief and Diſtreſs. 
But thoſe who conſider Sickneſs-as coming from 
the Hand of Gop, as the Effect of his Mercy, 
and the Means which He employs for our Salva- 
i- tion, commonly find in it great Sweetneſs and 
>, Conſolation. ö 7 An 


0 I wis# you could convince yourſelf, that Gop 
dis often (in ſome Senſe) nearer to us, and more 
r Wl cffcctually preſent with us in Sickneſs than in 
h BW Health. Rely upon no other Phyſician, for, ac- 
- WH cording to my Apprehenſion, He reſerves your 
ir Cure to Himſelf. Put then all your Truſt in 
Him, and you. will ſoon find the Effects of it in 
your Recovery, which we often retard by putting 
greater Confidence in Phyſick than in-Gop. | 


5 WHATEVER Remedies you make Uſe of, they 
vill ſucceed only fo far as He permits. When 
Pains come from Gop, he only can cure them. 
He often ſends Diſeaſes of the Body, to cure thoſe 
of the Soul. Comfort yourſelf with the ſovereign 
Phyſician both of Soul and Body. | 


t Bx ſatisfied with the Condition in which Gop 
0 _ you: However happy you may think me, 
envy you. Pains and Sufferings would be a 
Paradiſe to me, while I ſhould ſuffer with m 
Cop: And the greateſt Pleafures would be He 
0 to me, if I could reliſh them without Him ; all 
e my Conſolation would be to ſuffer ſomething for 
c his Sake, - a 
| - I mvsr, 


, 


Devotional Tratts. 


20 

Iuvsr, in a little Time, 
comforts me in this Life is, I now ſee Him 
by Faith, and I fee Him in ſuch a Manner as 
might make me ſometimes, I believe no 
more, but I fee, I feel what Faith teaches us, 
and in that Aſſurance and in that Practice of Faith, 
I will live and die with Him. 


Cox rixus then always with God ; it is the 
only Support and Comfort for your Affliction. I 
ſhall belcech Him to be with you. 


F. we were all accuſtomed to the Exerciſe of 
the Preſence of Gop, all bodily Diſeaſes 
would be much alleviated thereby. Gop often 


3 that we ſhould ſuffer a little to purify our 


is, and oblige us to continue with Him. 


Tax „ offer Him your Pains inceſſant- 
ly, pray to Him for Strength to endure them. A- 
dove all, for Grace to entertain yourſelf often 
with Gop, and forget Him the leaſt you can. 
Adore Him in your Infrmities, offer yourſelf to 
Him from Time to Time; and in the Height of 
your Sufferings, befeech Him humbly and affec- 
nonately (as 'a Child his Father) to make you 
conformable to his holy Will. I ſhall endeavour 


to afitt you with my poor Prayers. 
I xnow not how Gop will di 


of me, I 


am always happy: All the World ſuffer, and I, 
who deſerve the ſevereſt Diſcipline, fee} Joys fo 
< conti- 


. et... rows ns AO 88 
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continual, and ſo great, that I can-ſcarce contain 
them. 5 
0 * 
I wovLD willingh aſk of Gop a Part of your 
Sufferings, but that 1. know my Weakneſs, which 
is ſo great, that if He leſt — one Moment to 
myfelf, I ſhould be the moſt wretched Man alive. 
And yet I know not how He can leave me alone, 
becauſe Faith gives me as ſtrong a Conviction as 
Senſe can do, and He never forſakes us, till we 
have firſt forſaken Him. Let us- fear: to leave 
Him: Let us be always with Him: Let us live 
and die in his Preſence. Do you pray for me, as 
J for you. % - | A 7 ser ab gant 


* N + + 4 


eee 
25 be Fourth. 


RexDer Thanks to our Lox for having re- 
lieved you a little, according to your Deſire. 
I have been often near expiring, tho“ I was 
never ſo much ſatisfied as then. Accordingly Laid 
not pray for any Relief, but I pray'd for 2 
to ſuffer with Courage, Humility and Love. Ah, 
how ſweet is it to ſuffer with Gop ! however 
yu the Sufferings may be, receive them with 

ve. It is Paratiſe to ſuffer and be with Him: 
So that if in this Life we would enjoy the Peace 
of Paradiſe, we muſt accuſtom ourſelves to a fa- 
miliar, humble, affectionate Converſation with 
Him: We muſt hinder our * wandering 
from Him upon any Occaſion: We muſt make 


our Heart a ſpiritual Temple, wherein to adore 
Him inceſſantly: We muſt watch continually 


overt ourſelves, that we may not do, nor 7. oy 
in 
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think any Thing. that may diſpleaſe Him. When 
our Minds are t — about Gop, Suffer 
ing will become full of Conſolation. 


2 


1 xnow that to arrive at this State, the Begin- 
ning is very difficult ; for we muſt act purely in 
Faith. But tho' it is difficult, we know alſo that 
we can do all Thi with the Grace of Gon, 
whichis ante cafes to chew-whs aft it exe: 
neſtly. Knock, perſevere in knocking, and I an- 
er for it, chat He will open to you in his due 
Time, and grant you all at once, potty 
deferred dunng \ Years. Adieu. Pra 
Him for me, as I pray to Him for you. I 
— EY: 


* * The Fifth. 


p NOD knoweth- beſt what is needful for us, 
and all that He does is for our Good. I 
—— — far — 


and with In- 


2 them in a 
we fee them in the Hand of Gop, — 0027 
_ when we know that it is our loving Fa- 
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Ler all our Em t de to know God: 
The more one knows Him, the more one defires 
to know Him. And as Knowledge is commonly the 
Meaſure of Love, the deeper and more extenſive 
our Knowled all be, the greater will be our 


Love: And it our Love of Gop were great, we 
ſhould love Him equally e endilcdurs. 


Lay us not amuſe ourſelves, to ſeek or to love 
Gop merel well, ſenſible Favours (how ele- 
vated ſoever) which He has or may do us. Such 
Favours, tho'-never ſo cannot bring ms ſo 
near to GoD, as Faith does in one ſimple Act. 
Let us ſeek Him often by Faith. Do we not de- 
ſerve Blame, if we leave Him to buſy ourſelves 
about Trifles, which do not pleaſe Him, and per- 
| taps offend Him ? It is to-be feared theſe Trrites 
A will one Day coſt us dear. 


* 


ww 
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' 


Lzer us to de devoted to Him in good 
Earneſt. 1 us caſt beſides out of 
our Hearts: He would them alone. Beg 


this Favour of Him. If we do what we can on 
dur Parts, we ſhall ſoon ſee chat Change wrought 
in us which. we After. I cannot thank 
Him ſuffici for the Relaxation He has vouch- 
— — hope from dis the Favour to 

— a er Deys. pray or 


ae another. 1 am, in cur Loan, 


Err 
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CONVERSATIONS 


* WITH. 


B. LA U RE N CE. 
© Tranſlated from the raven. 


. 


eee 


6 


. C. . . 


Ik firſt Time 1 fa B. Laurence, Was 

x upon the Kh of Auguſt, 1666. He told 
me, that Gop had —_ him a ſingular 

Favour in his 4 at the Age of er. 

"44 yi; 

0 ; (Dna in the Winter, ſeeing a Tree fripp'd of 
its Leaves, and conſidering that within a little 
Time the Leaves would be renew'd, and after that 

the Flowers and Fruit appear, he received an bigh 


View of the Providence and Power of God, which 


bas never ſince been effaced from his Soul: That 
this View had perfectly ſet him looſe from the 
World, and kindled in him ſuch a Love for Gop, 
that he could not tell whether it had ever cooled 
at all, in above forty Years that he had lived fince. 


THAT 
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Tnar he had been Footman to Mr. Fieubert, 


the Treaſurer, and that he was a great aukwatd 
Fellow, who broke every Thing. | | 


THAT he had deſired to be received into a Mo- 
naſtery, thinking that his Bones would there be 
broke for his A and the Faults he 
ſhould commit, and fo He ſhould ſacrifice to Gop 
his Life, with its Pleaſures : But that Gop had diſ- 
appointed him, he having met with nothing but 
Satisfaction in that State. 


THAT we ſhould eſtabliſh ourſelves in a Senſe 
of God's Preſence, by continually converſing with 
Him. That it were a Shame to quit his Conver- 
ſation, to think of Trifles and Fooleries. 


THAT we ought-to quicken our Faith: That 
it was lamentable we had ſo little: And that inſtead 
of taking Faith fer the Rule of their Conduct, Men 
amuſed themſelves with trivial Devotions, which 
changed daily. That the Way of Faith was the 
Spirit of the Church, and that this alone was ſuffi- 
cient to bring us to a high Degree of Perfection. 


Tuna we ought to give ourſelves up to Gop, 

with Regard both to Things temporal and ſpiritual, 
and ſeek our Satisfaction only in the fulfilling his 
Will, whether he lead us by Suffering or Conſola- 
tion; for all would be equal to a Soul truly reſign d. 
That there needed Fidelity in thoſe Dryneſſes, or 
Inſenſibilities and Irkſomeneſſes in Prayer, by which 
Gop tries our Love to Him: That then was the 
Time for us to make good and effectual Acts of 
Reſignation, whereof one alone would oftentimes 
very much promote our ſpiritual Advancement. 


Vor. XXXXVIII. C Tanar 
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THAT as for the Miferics and Sins he heard of 
daily in the World, he was ſo far from wondering 
at them; that on the contrary, he was ſurprized 
there were not more, conſidering the Malice Sin- 
ners were capable of. | 


Tur to arrive at ſuch Reſignation as Gop re. 
quired, we ſhould watch attentively over all the 
Paſſions, which mingle as well in ſpiritual Things, 
as thoſe of a groſſer —_— that Gop would give 

— concerning thoſe Paſſions, to thoſe who truly 
deſire to ſerve Him. That if this was my Deſign, 
viz. ſincerely to ſerve Gop, I might come to him 
(B. Laurence) as often as I pleaſed, without any 
ear of being troubleſome: But if not, that I ought 
no more to viſit him. 


Second ConveRSATION. 
Sept. 28, 1666. A 


— *- __— m_— 1 1 


ee R_=K HG 


IHA T he had always been govern'd by Love, 
without ſelhſh Views; and that having re- 
ſolved to make the Love of Gon the End oi 

all his Actions; he had found Reaſons to be wel 
ſatisfied with his Method. That he was pleaſe 
when he could take up a Straw from the Czrount 
-for the Love of Gon, ſeeking Him alone, and no- 
thing elſe. | 


Tur he had been long troubled in Mind fron 
_ a certain Belief that he ſhould be damned; that al 


the Men in the World could not have perſuaded 


him to the contrary, but that he had thus reaſons 
Wit 


> ” ©. 


ſhall have this Good at 
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ith himſelf about it: * I did not engage in a re- 

Jigious Life but for the Love of Gop, and I have 

ndeavoured to act only for Him: Whatever be- 

omes of me, whether I be loſt or ſaved, I will al- 

ways continue to act fn for the Love of Gop. 
e 


aft, that *till Death I 
ſhall have done all that is in me to love Him.” 


That this Trouble of Mind had laſted four Years ; 


during which Time, he had ſuffered much. 


Tur ſince that Time, he had paſſed his Life 
in perfect Liberty, and continual Joy. That he 
placed his Sins betwixt him and his Gop, as it 
were to tell Him, that he did not deſerve his Fa- 


vours, but that Gop {till continued to beſtow them 


in Abundance. 


TrAT he expected, aſter the pleaſant Days 
Gop had given him, he ſhould have his Turn of 
Pain and Suffering ; but that he was not uneaſy 
about it, knowing very well, that as he could do 
nothing of himſelf, Gon would not fail to give him 
the Strength to bear them. | 


THAT when an Occaſion of practiſing ſome 
Virtue offered, he addreſſed himſelf to Gon, ſay- 
ing, Lok p, I cannot do this, unleſs thou enable me: 
And that then he received Strength ſufficient. 


THAT when he had fail'd in his Duty, he only 
confeſſed his Fault, ſaying to Gop, I Hall never 
do otherwiſe, if Thou leave me to If; it is Thou 
muſt hinder my Falling, and mend what is amiſs.' 


That after this, he ſoon found himſelf in Peace, 
THAT ye ought to act with Gop in the greateſt 
ai 


Simplicity, ſpeaking to Him frankly and plainly, 
and imploring his nce in our Affairs, juſt as 
6 C 2 they 


de was not diſcouraged by them: That he confeſſed 
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they happen. That Gop never failed to grant it, 


as he had often experienced. 


. TrAT he had been lately ſent into Burgundy, to 
buy the Proviſion of Wine for the Society; which 
was a very unwelcome Taſk to him, becauſe he 
had no Turn for Buſineſs, and becauſe he was lame, 
and could not go about the Boat, but by rolling 
over the Caſks. That however he gave himſelf no 
Uneaſineſs about it, nor about the Purchaſe of the 
Wine. That he ſaid to Gop, It was his Bufene/s 
he was about; and that he afterward found it very 
well performed. That he had þeen ſent into Au- 
vergne the Year before upon ſame Account: 
That he could not tell how the Matter paſſed, but 


that it proved very wel. - 


So likewiſe in his Buſineſs in the Kitchen, (to 
which he had naturally a great Averſion) having 
accuſtomed himſelf to do every Thing there for the 
Love of Gop, and with Prayer upon all Occaſions, 
for his Grace to do his Work well, he had found 
every Thing eaſy, during fifteen Years that he had 
been employed there. 


Tur he was very well pleaſed with the Poſt he 
was in now; but that he was as ready to quit that 
as the former, fince he was always 7 1 himſelf 
in every Condition, by doing little Things for the 
Love of Gop. 


Tur he retired to pray, according to the Di- 
rections of his Superior; but that he did not want 
ſuch Retirement, becauſe his greateſt Buſineſs did 
not divert him from Gop. | 


Tua he was very ſenſible of his Faults, but 


them 
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them to Gon; and when he had ſo done, he peace- 
ably reſumed his uſual Practice of Love and Ado- 


ration. 


THAT in his Trouble of Mind, he had conſult- 
ed No-body ; but knowing only by the Light of 
Faith, that GoD was preſent, he contented him- 
lf with direQing all his Actions to Him, i. e. do- 
ing them with a Deſire to pleaſe Him, let what 
would come of it. | \ - ql 


Tur uſeleſs Thoughts ſpoil all; that the Miſ- 
chief began there: But that we ought to reject them 
as ſoon as we perceived their Impertinence to the 
Matter in Hand, or our Salvation; and return to 
our Communion with Gop. | 88 


THAT all bodily Mortifications, and other Ex- 
erciſes, are uſeleſs, but as they ſerve to arrive at 
Union with Gop by Love: I hat he had well con- 
ſidered this, and found it the ſhorteſt Way to go 
ſtrait to Him by a continual Exerciſe of Love, and 


— 


doing all Things for his Sake. 


my 7 


THAT we ought to make a great Difference be- 
tween the Acts of the Underſtanding, and thoſe of 
the Will; that the firſt were comparatively of little 
Value, and the others all. That our only Buſineſs 
was, to love and delight ourſelves in Gon. 

wif: 07 off | N 0 
Tu Ax all poſſible Kinds of Mortification, if they 
were void of the Love of Gop, could not profit us. 
That we ought without Anxiety to e the Par- 
don of our Sins from the Blood of % 'Chrift, 
only endeavo to love him with all our Hearts: 
That Gop ſeem'd to have granted the greateſt Fa- 
vours to the greateſt Sinners, as more Rgnal Mo- 
nume ns of his Merce. 
"ce C 3 THAT 
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| - Trar the greateſt Pains or Pleaſures of this i 
| World, were not to be com with what he had 
experienced of both Kinds in his ſpiritual State: Sa 
that he was careful for nothing, and feared nothing, 
deſiring one only Thing of Gop, v:z. that he 
might not offend Him. 


THAT he had no Scruples; for (faid he) when 

I fail in my Duty, I readily acknowledge it, ſay- 

ing, I am "ed to do fo: I Hall never do — 
2 left to myſelf. If I fail not, then 1 

wiedging * that it comes a 


99898999888 DN 


; | The Third CONVERSATION. 4 
| Nov. 22, 1666. 


E told me, that he had no other Care, but 
faithfully to other Thought, 

d that he mi perform. all his Actions for the 
Love of Gov. t when ſometimes he had not 
thought of Gop for a good while, he did not dif- 
quiet himſelf for it; but after 8 
his Wretchedneſs to Gop, he returned to 
with ſo much the greater Truſt in Him, by how 
> + HR more ebene to __ for- 
got 


Tnar the Truſt we put in Ger. honours Him 
— . bo » 


3 impoſſible, not onl only. thas Go: 
Would deceive, but alſo that He * 
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Soul ſuffer, which is reſigned to Him, and 
reſolved to endure every Thing for his Sake. 


Tua from the ſame Experience, when he had 
Buſineſs to do, he did not think of it before - hand 
but when it was Time to do it, he found in God, 
as in a clear Mirror, all that was fit ſor him to do. 
That of late he had ated thus, without anticipati 
Care; but before the Experience ROSA 
he had uſed it in his Affairs. 


* 


Wurx outward Buſineſs diverted: him a little 
from the Thought of Gop, a freſh Remembrance 
coming from Gop inveſted his Soul, and ſo in- 
flamed and tranſported him, that it was difficult for 
him to contain himſelf. p 


THAT he was more united to Gop in his out- 
ward Employments, than when he left them for. 
Retirement. 


Tmrar he expected hereafter ſome great Pain of 
Body or Mind; that the worſt that could happen to- 
him was, to loſe that Senſe of Gop which he had: 
22 ſo long: But that the Goodneſs of Gop 

ured him He would not for ſake him utterly, and 
that He would give him Strength to bear whatever 
Evil He permitted to happen to him; and therefore 
that he feared nothing, and had no Occaſion to 
conſult with any Body about his State. That when 
he had attempted to do it, he had always come a- 
way more perplexed; and that as he was conſcious: 
of his Readineſs to lay down' his Life for the Love 
of Gon, he had no Apprchenſion of. Danger. That, 
ect PET: to Gop was the ſure Way to. 
eaven, Way in which we had wn ſufficient, 


— 
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Tur in the Beginning of the ſpiritual Life; we 
ought to be faithful 2 our „ and deny- 
ing ourſelves; but after that, unſpeakable Pleaſures 
owed. That in Difficulties we need only have 
Recourſe to Jeſus Chrift, and beg his Grace, with 
which every Thing became eaſy. 


" Tray many do not advance in the Chriſtian 

Progreſs, becauſe they ſtick in Penances, and par- 
ticular Exerciſes, while they neglect the Love of 
Gop, which is the End: That this appeared plain- 
2 their Works, and was the Reaſon why we 


little ſolid Virtule. 


Tur there needed neither Art nor Science for 
zoing to Gop, but only a Heart reſolutely deter- 
mined to apply itſelf to nothing but Him, or for 
his Sake, and to love Him only.. 


T1 
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The Fourth CONVERSATION. 


. Nov. 25,' 1667. 

wits ct dis e 5 An 
E diſcourſed with me fervently, and 
with great Openneſs of concerning 


dis Manner of going to Gov. 


FHs told me, that all conſiſted in one hearty Re- 
nunciation of every Thing which we are ſenſible 
does not lead to Gop; that we might accuſtom 
ourſelves to a continual Converſation with Him, 
with Freedom, and in Simplicity. That we need 
only to recognize Gop intimately preſent within 

us, 
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Jus, to addreſs ourſelves to Him every Moment, that 
ve may beg his Aſſiſtance for knowing his Will in 
Things doubtful, and for rightly performing thoſe, 


re which we plainly ſee He requires of us; offering 
th them to Him before we do them, and giving Him 


'Thanks when we have done. 


THAT in this continual Converſation with God, 
we are alſo employed in praiſing, adoring, and 
loving Him inceſſantly, for his infinite Goodneſs 
and Perfection. 


@ 1 ao 


THAT without being diſcouraged on Account 
of our Defects, we ſhould pray for his Grace with 
a perfect Confidence, as relying upon the infinite. 
Merits of our Loxpd. That Gop never failed of- 
fering us his Grace at each Action: That he di- 
ſtinctly perceived it, and never failed of it, unleſs 
when his Thoughts had wandered from a Senſe of 

_ Preſence, or he had forgot to aſk his Aſ- 
ce. | 


Tua Gon always gave us Light in our Doubts, 
when we had no other Deſign but to pleaſe Him. 


THAT our SanQification did not depend upon 
changing our Works, but in doing that for God's 
Sake, which we commonly do for our own. 


THAT the moſt excellent Method he had found, 
of going to GoD, was that of doing our common, 
Buſineſs without any View of pleaſing Men, and (as 
far as we are capable) purely for the Love of Gov. 


THAT it was a great Deluſion, to think that 
the Times of Prayer ought to differ from other 
Times: That we were as ſtrictly obliged to adhere 
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to Gop by Action in the Time of Action, as by 
Prayer in its Seaſon. 


Trar when the appointed Times of Pra 

were paſt, he found no Difference, becauſe he ſtill 
continued with Gop, praiſing and bleſfing Him 
with all his Might; ſo that he paſſed his Life in 
continual Joy; yet hoped that Gop would give 


him ſomewhat to ſuffer, when he ſhould grow 
ſtronger. | 


THAT we ought once for all, heartily to put 


aur whole Truſt in God, and make a total Sur- 
render of ourſelves to Him, ſecure that He would 
not deceive us. | 


THAT we ought not to be weary of doing little 
Things for the Love of Gon, who regards not the 
Greatneſs of the Work, but the Love with which 
it is performed. That we ſhould not wonder if in 
the Beginning we often failed in our Endeavours, 
but that at laſt we ſhould receive Grace, which 
will naturally produce its Fruits in us, to our ex- 
ceeding great Delight. 


THAT the whole Subſtance of Religion was 
Faith, Hope, and Charity; by the Practice of which 
we become united to Gop : That all beſide is in- 
different, and to be uſed only as Means, that we 
_ arrive at our End, and be ſwallowed up 

erein. | 


Tur all Things are poſſible to him who believes, 
that they are eaſy to him who hopes, and pleaſant 
to him who loves. q 8 3; —— 


THAT the End we ought to propoſe to our ſolvos, 
is to become in this Life the moſt perfect Worſhip- 
pers 
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ers of Gop we can poſlibly be, as we hope to be 
hrough all Eternity. 


THAT when we enter upon the ſpiritual Life, 
Wwe ſhould conſider and examine to the Bottom, 
what we are. And then we ſhould find ourſelves 
worthy of all Contempt, and ſuch as do not deſerve 
the Name of Chriſtians, ſubject to all Kinds of 
W Miſery, and numberleſs Accidents, which trouble 
Jus, and cauſe perpetual Viciſſitudes in our Health, 
in our Humours, in our internal and external Diſ- 
poſitions: In fine, Perſons whom Gop would 
humble by many Pains and Labours, as well with- 
in as without. After this, we ſhould not wonder 
that Troubles, Temptations, Oppoſitions, and 
Contradictions, happen to us from Men. We 
ought, on the contrary, to ſubmit ourſelves to them, 
and bear them as long as Gop pleaſes, as Things 
highly advantageous to us. | war 


Tuar the greater Perfection a Soul aſpires after, 
the more dependent it is upon Divine Grace. 


Bei queſtion'd by one of his own 
(to whom he was obliged to open himſelf) by what 
eans he had attained ſuch an habitual Senſe of 
Gon? He told him, that ſince his firſt coming to 
the Monaſtery, he had conſidered Gop as the End 
of all his Thoughts and Deſires, as the Mark to 
which they ſhould tend, and in which they ſhould 


terminate. 


Tur when he had thus in Prayer fill'd his 
Mind with great Sentiments of that infinite Being, 
he went to his Work appointed in the Kitchen, 
(ſor he was Cock to the Society): There having 
firſt conſidered ſeverally the Things his * 

quireg, 
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% - 4; AA _—_ 


36 Devotional Trat?s. 


quired, and when, 2nd how each Thing was to ii 
done; he ſpent all the Intervals of his Time, 
well before as after his Work, in Prayer. 


Tuna when he began his Buſineſs, he ſaid t. 
- Gop with a filial Truſt in Him, O my Gop, in 
Thou art with me, and I muft now, in Obedience iſ 
thy Commands, apply my Mind to theſe outwarii 
- Things, I beſeech Thee to grant me the Grace to conf 
. tinue in thy Preſence; and to this End, do Thou pra 
per me with thy Affi/tance, receive all my Works, au 
poſſeſs all my Aﬀettions. l 


As he proceeded in his Work, he continued bi 
familiar Converſation with his Maker, implorigi 
his Grace, and offering to Him all his Actions. 


Wren he had finiſh'd, he examined himſzl, 
how he had diſcharged his Duty: If he found wel, 
he returned Thanks to Gop; if otherwiſe, be 

. aſked Pardon; and without being diſcouraged, be 
ſet his Mind right again, and continued his Exer- 
Ciſe of the Preſence of Gop. Thus (faid he) by 

riſing after my Falls, and by frequently renew! 

Acts of Faith and Love, I am come to a State, 

wherein it would be as difficult for me not to think 
of Gop, as at firſt it was to accuſtom myſel 
to it. M's: 


As B. Laurence had found ſuch Advantage in 
walking in the Preſence of God, it was natural for 
him to recommend it earneſtly to others; But his 

Example was a ftronger Inducement than any Ar- 
- guments he could propoſe. His very Countenance 
Was edifying; ſuch a ſweet and calm Devotion ap- 
pearing in it, as could not but affect the Beholders. 
And it was obſerved, that in the greateſt Hurry 
i | of 
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to ; pf Buſineſs in the Kitchen, he till preſeryed his 


collection and Heavenly-mindedneſs. He was 


; 


, 


never haſty nor loitering, but did each Thing in 
Wits Scaſon, with an even uninterrupted Compoſure 
and Tranquility of Spirit. The Time of Buſineſs 
(aid he) does not, with me, differ from the Time 
of Prayer; and in the Noiſe and Hurry of my 
SK itchen, while ſeveral Perſons are at the ſame 
Time calling for different Things, I poſſeſs Gon 
i as great Tranquility, as if I were upon my 
WK nces at theSacrament. 


vor. xxxvm. D ALET- 
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9 A F 
Lztris to one troubled in Mind. 


Tranſlated from the FRENCH. 


HAVE a Deſire to write to you, but I know 
not what to ky. However, I have put Pen 

to Paper, in Hopes that Gop will furniſh me 
with ſuch Matter as He ſhall think fit. 


I unDERSTAND, my dear Friend, that you 

| have been ſomewhat troubled in Mind, upon Ac- 
count of the yay you have made of your 
Wretchedneſs. I prai Gon for it: It ſhews that 
He will no longer delay the Accompliſhment of his 
Divine Work in you. To this all his Diſpenſations 
concerning you tend, and eſpecially the great Trials 
which you have hitherto ſuſtained by his Divine 

Aſſiſtance. 


I 


As for me, all unworthy as I am, I have for- 
merly often beſought the Lord with many Tears, 
that He would t me the Grace to make me 
know myſelf. His great Goodneſs has condeſcended 
to my earneſt Requeſt ; but to ſay what I there- 
upon diſcovered within myſelf, as I alone felt it, 
ſo I alone can rightly comprehend it: But I muſt 
ſay, that before this, I was very ignorant of my 


BETORE 
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Bronx this, I thought I had a great Zeal for 
the Glory of Gop, and that I was ſufficiently in- 
ſtructed in the Faith, and Knowledge of Feſus 
Cbriſt. But by the Direction of Gon, a certain 
Perſon well known to you, who had an affectionate 
Concern for my Soul, told me one Day, that l had 
« not a true Faith in Jeſus Chrift, as a Redeemer, 
*« who ſhould deliver me from my Sins.“ It was 
at this Time that I began to be uneaſy about my 
State; and as I did not yet know myſelf, it was to 
me a ſtrange and unintelligible Language to hear, 
that I had not yet the true Faith. He would not 
then further explain himſelf ; but only adviſed me, 
that I ſhould offer myſelf up entirely to Him,. who 
alone could make me free; and that with the holy 
Patriarch Jacob, I ſhould not ceaſe ſtriving with 
3 f Aer "oa Lorp 1 * heard > 
favourably. I thought this v Advice; fo 
I faw plainly, that to call LY Cor muß be a 5 
cure Way, and free from Deluſion. So without any 
further Delay, I, by the Grace of Gon, reſigned 


ur myſelf totally into his bleſſed Hands, that He might 
at do with me what He pleaſed. 0 
lis 

ns Tux Gop accepting that Moment the 
ls Oba} ad made of myſelf, vouchſafed ſo to 
ne touch my Heart with his Divine Love, that I be- 


came, as it were, all i with its Ardours. 
I made a Reſolution, never for the future to value 


r- any N but Him; and that to pleaſe Him ſhould 
rs, be my only Buſineſs. I would no more uſe any of 
ws my Faculties, but to honour and ſexve Him, I 


ſeem'd to myſelf ne ready to follow Him, - 

through whatever Ways He ſhould pleaſe to lead 

me. I thought no Croſſes too heavy for me; and 

my Love made me embrace them all within my - 

Heart. I faid to Him, Take me in Hand, O Lond, 

and ſpare me not : 5 befare Thee, O take 
2 
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me in Hand. As for the World, I let it paſs ſor 
what it is, and took no farther Thought about it; 
my Heart ſeem'd to me too noble to cleave to any 
Thing in it. I valued my Divine Lover to ſuch a 
Degree, that nothing in the Earth could any more 
affect me. One only Thing ſufficed me, and that 
was, to be able to follow Him. No de Be too 
difficult for me; no Croſs too bitter; no Troubles 
too many; and, ina Word, I was ready to endure 
every Thing with Him. I was content with all 
that might happen, provided only that I might find 
Him. If all the Kingdoms of the Earth had been 
offered me, I would have difdained fo much as to 
think of them. I would gladly have been ſtripp'd 
of all Things; my Divine Lover fufficed me. 1 
embraced Him ſweetly in my Heart with the Arms 
of Love; and He, on his Part, condeſcended to- 
wards me, and made me know, that He is the 
true Lover of Souls. It was a wonderful State 
which I was in at that Time; if it could have been 
manifeſted to the World, it would have appeared 
very extraordinary; but there was ſtill within me 
Matter of Reprehenſion, tho' I was not ſenſible of 
it, However, I continued ſo happy in my Be- 
loved, that altho' I ſhould have been forced to live 
without other Company, Vagabond in a Deſert, 1 
mould have found no Difficulty in it. This State 
had not laſted long, when, in Effect, I found my- 
ſelf led into a Deſert; but it was the Deſert of my- 
felf, and there I loſt Him whom my Soul loved, 
This Loſs was fo intolerable, that being extrava- 
nt with the Vehemence of my Love, I ran about 
ike one diſtracted in Search of Him, but without 
finding Him; for the Spouſe had withdrawn Him- 
fat. 
THEN it was that I found myſelf in a forlorn 


Condition, that I knew myfelf altogether poor, 
| x g wretched, 
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wretched, and miſerable; and that I ſaw my Veſſel 
to be filled with Uncleanneſs and Iniquity. 


Tux proper Source of this Grief, is the Know- 
ledge of ourſelves, by which we find that there is 
an extreme Unlikeneſs between Gop and us. We 
ſee ourſelves moſt oppoſite to Him, and that our 
inmoſt Soul is entirely corrupted, depraved, and 
full of all Kind of Gil and Mal ity, ſuch as 
Self-will, Self-love, Vain-glory, —4* a Word, 
all the Inj uſtice which Selfiſhneſs . And 
thus I found within me Sin, Death, Satan, Hell, 
the World, the Fleſh, and all Sorts of Abomina- 


tions. 


You may i e what Conſternation I was in; 
it was ſo great, t tif the Gop of Mercy bad 
by his infinite Love, drawn me unto Him, I ſho 
never have preſumed to have gone to Him, fo 
treme was the Shame and Confuſion that cover 
me. Even yet, when I reflect upon it, I ſa 
Him . — How, O my Go, could I 2 2 
preſumptuous, as to offer Thee ſuch an Heart, ſo im- 
pure, ſo depraved, and corrupted! Alas, I knew 
not that I was in ſuch a depraved Condition, "till i 
Goodneſs manifefled it unto me! Yet bleſſed be thy holy 
Name for this unſpeakable Benefit, I mean, that Thaw 
haſt diſcovered to me Fa ion, that Thou mightef# 
deliver me from it. 't is indeed thy principal Bufmeſs 
to exerciſe Man, and bring him Home to his own 
Heart, that he may be capable at length to enjoy Thee, 
for thy Delights are to dwell with Min; bo ; but firſt 
the Duvelling-Place muſt be cleanſed an af wah for 
Thou art the Haly One, * whom. ne Impurity may 
ſubhiſt, and —— only the pure in Heart can ſec. 
The Love of Pleaſure, the Love of Creatures, Cancu- 
iſcence, and Selffhneſs ; all theſe muſt be done 8 
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42 
muſt be not only mortified, but dead, to render 
as capable of thy full Communications. 


Ir is for this Thou haſt fo often invited, and even 
beſought us, that we weuld come to Thee, that Thon 
might be our Deliverer, our Phyſician, and our 


Saviour: It is for this Thou didſt forſake thy Glory, il 


and endure ſo much Pain and Miſery upon Earth, 
even that mighteſt reduce wandering Sinners, 
and exterminate Sin. O how horrid a Miſchief muſt 
Sin be in thy Sight, ſeeing it coft Thee ſo dear to ex- 
prate it! O what Bitterneſs of Grief, what Agenie 


as = ST - » «> * 
r . 


r, 


of Pain, poſſeſſed Thee, when the bloody Sweat tricked if | 
dawn thy ſacred Body to the Ground! O the power fu! i 


and piercing Love which Thou didſt bear toward 
Souls! That great Love flill conflraineth Thee to ac- 
complifh thy holy I ert in us. Theſe who perſevere in 
the ſpiritual Life, know it well; but to expreſs what 


they exferiente, is impeſſible. May the Loxd e 


eternally praiſed, honoured, and mogmfied by bis whok 
Creation. Amen, 


I AM not ignorant, my dear Friend, that you 
have many Croſſes and Afflictions; but they will 


all turn ro your Good. The Divine Spouſe of 


your Soul will direct them all to your Advantage; 
only continue faithful to Him unto the Death, and 


(fo far is He from forſaking you) He will certainiy] 


protect you from all Danger. Your Soul is dear 
and precious to Him, and He keeps it as the Apple 
of his Eye: He holds it fecure in his Hand, that 
none may raviſh it from Him. Neither Men, nor 


Satan, can hurt it. Your Saviour is your Defender. 


He will be 2 15 Buckler, and exceeding gpeat Re- 
ward; for He is Love, and Love muſt be commu- 


nicative, and impart itſelf to others. I have found 
fo by Experience; but my Pen is not capable « 
expreſſing the excceding great Love, which oy has 
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ſhew'd to ſo unworthy a Creature as I am. But 
if the LoRD has vouchafed fo great Favours to 
ſuch a Wretch, (and Gop knows what Reaſon I 
have to call myſelf i 4 what ſhall not thoſe, who 
are faithful to Him, find at his Hands ? ” 


Do you then caſt all your Cares upon Him, that 
He may conduct you, and give you ſuch Succeſs 
as He thinks fit. He will be your Guide through 
all the Ways He makes you to walk in. And tho” 
you ſink deep in the Waters of Affliction, fo that 
they come in even to E Soul, and ſeem ready to 
overflow it; yet the Lover of your Soul will help 
you out again: For, as I faid, He is Love itſelf; 
and that Love being Gop, is ſo powerful, ſo jea- 
lous, ſo intenſe, ſo inflamed, fo penetrating, that 
I know not what Name to call it by; its Force and 
Efficacy are unutterable: The Floods and Tem- 
peſts of Affliction, inſtead of quenching it, ſerve 
rather to make it more inflamed in our Soul, even 
to ſuch a Degree, that ſometimes ſhe diſſolves, as 
it were, in the ſacred Ardours of Love, eſpecially 
in thoſe Moments, when the Lord makes her 
know, in a ſenſible Manner, that He would rather 
chuſe to ſuffer over again all the Griefs and Pains 
of his Paſſion, than forſake her. Is, 


O my dear Friend, what a great and incompa- 
rable Love is this! Be then of good Courage. That 
Love can well conduct you, and bring Matters to 
a good Concluſion, altho' you ſeem to find yourſelf 
daily more and more indiſpoſed. Know it is this 
Love Himſelf who diſcovers to you your Indiſpoſi- 
tions, and the Diſorders of your Soul, only to de- 
liver you from them, and thereby to prepare you 
for Himſelf, and render you acceptable in his Sight; 
for He deſires to dwell in you, according to his 
gracious Promiſe, John xiv. 23. Ne will come unto 

Jeu, 
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you, and make our Abode with you. Certainly for 
the Entertainment of ſuch Gueſts, fo worthy of all 


Honour and Praiſe, the Place ought to be prepared 
according to the Quality of thoſe who are to dwell 
there. : 


OsTRANGE Humiliation of the Divine Majeſty, 
to ſtoop ſo low, as to concern Himſelf wich the 
Abominations of Sin, that He might cleanſe our 
Hearts from it, and prepare- in them a Place for 


Himſelf! Offer Him then your Heart continually, |} 


for that End. I know well in what Condition you 
will be, as you come nearer to Him : For, as I 
told you, He makes us know ourſelves, and our 
Wretchedneſs, on Purpoſe to deliver us from our- 
felves, that is, from Evil. 


Tux moſt deplorable Wretchedneſs is to conti- 
nue in Sin; for that is to continue ſeparated from 
Go: Sin being the only Thing that hinders our 
Union with Him. I believe, and know, O Lorn, 
that Thou canſt deliver me from my Sin; that 
Thou art the Truth, which canſt ſet me free from 
myſelf: And yet I bleſs thy holy Name, that Thou 
haſt vouchſafed to make me know this Self, and 
what it is capable of. The Knowledge of myſelf 
ought to humble me, not only before Gop, but 
alfo before the Creatures; and particularly, it ought 
to cure me of all Inclination to judge my Neigh- 
bour, and make me for the future never complain 

of any Body but myſelf. 


Tur is a grievous Fault, and yet a very com- 
mon one; I mean, Cenſoriouſneſs, and finding 
Fault with others; whence it often happens, that 
even the Servants of Gop are ſuſpected, and Men 
warn one another. to be aware of them, while they 
are actually employed by Gon, as his Inſtruments 
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to reclaim Men to his Service. All this comes 
from our Ignorance of ourſelves; for if we knew 
ourſelves, we ſhould rather warn Men to be aware 
of us, for Fear of being infected with our Corrup- 
tion. May the Lox p vouchſafe to open our Eyes, 
that we may fee our own Darkneſs, and our own 
Faults. 


O FATHER of Mercies, may I find Acceptance 
in thy Sight, and with my Prayers and Tears, ob- 
tain of Thee an Heart ſunk in the profoundeſt Hu- 
mility! I aſk not Joy, nor Conſolation; I aſk only 
a pliant Heart, a Heart alway ſubmiſſive and reſign'd 
to Thee in all Accidents, or whatever ill Uſage 
may happen to me. Diſpoſe of me as Thou vleaſeſt, 
and may thy Will be done, O Gop, in Time and 
in Eternity] Amen. | 


O praresT Friend, methinks I cannot leave 
of Writing, my Heart is fo enlarged towards you, 
= employ it Night and Day. Well then, let 

ve have its Way: I ſpeak not of any natural 
Affection, but of a ſupernatural Love, which the 
Lord Himſelf produces in the Soul; that Love 
which is ſhed abroad in our Hearts by the Holy Ghof?. 
This Divine Love has no ſelfiſh Motive or Aim: 
And though it ſhould meet Croſſes and Sufferings 
from the beloved Object, yet they would not diſ- 
courage it: Nay more, though it were to die by 
the Hands of the Beloved, yet would it applaud the 
Execution, and at the ſame Time do all it could to 
ſerve Him: So powerful is the Ardour of this 
Love, Jobn xiii. 5. | 


Bur who is the Beloved, to whom it thus ad- 
heres? It is He from whom it drew its Exiſtence; 
it is its own Source and Original, who makes it 
what it is, who ſo powerfully inflames it, that it is 
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no more ſollicitous about Sufferings or Enjoyments, 
2 only that it may love: To love ſuffices 


VC. 


Tuts is what all Self-love is abſolutely incapable 
of; for Nature is ever ſeeking her own Satisfaction: 
She ſeeks Comfort and Delight; and when ſhe 
miſſes them, grows uneaſy and diſſatisfied. She 
fancies that every Thing belongs to her ; ſhe would 
have her Share in every Thing : She is ignorant 
that ſhe has no Claim to any Thing, that ſhe mul} 
die, and be deſtroyed; and if ſhe knew it before- 
oo ſhe would pine away with Grief and De- 
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Fon Nature will not conſent to Suffexings, and 
ſhe dreads thein, ſo that ſhe ſhudders for Fear; and 
yet ſhe muſt go through them: But the Lok p at 
farſt conceals them, and after makes her enter into 
them when He thinks fit; and then ſhe muſt go on 
whether ſhe will or no, for all Reſiſtance is vain. 
Bleſſed be the Lozp, that then He has no Regard 
to her Complaint : Nature only detains the Soul ln 
Priſon, and the LorD-will deliver it thence, hav- 
ing redeemed. it with his. own Blood. The precious 
Soul has coſt Him too dear to forſake or neglect it, 
*till He has brought it back ts its Source, that is, 
Himſelf, that it may enjoy Him. 


- Sucn Love does the Loxp bear to the Soul of 
Man; and whatever Oppoſition its Enemies, the f. 
Fleſh and Satan, may make to detain the Soul cap- 
tive in their Chains, all their Efforts will be con- 
founded under his Almighty Power. He is the 
ſtronger, who will come upon them, and overcome 
them, and divide their Spoils. He is the King 
and Conqueror of the Soul's Enemies: He is 2 
Buckler and Defence, upon which the ny 
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ſecurely rely; and He will re-eſtabliſh its Peace, 
for the Love He beareth it. Fra 


INDEED his Love of Souls is ſo exceeding great, 
le chat it is impoſſible to deſcribe or expreſs what one 
1; Wfcels of it. He is their Surety, their Corner Stone, 


vw 


and their Support. If the Soul be weak, let it come 
to Him, and He will be its Strength; if it be ſick, 
He will be its cian; if it be hungry He will 
feed it with Love; if it be thirſty, He will give 
Himſelf to it for Refreſhment; if it be in Darkneſs, 
He will ten it; if it be encompaſſed with 
Enemies, He will defend it; the Soul need- only 
keep quiet and retired within itſelf, and Love wi 
do all the reſt, for His is the Kingdom, the Power, 
and the Glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 


LeT us, my dear Friend, from this Time for- 
ward, paſs our Life in a ſpiritual Recollection. 
Let us always turn our Attention inward; and al- 
though we find there Pain and Uneaſineſs, yet let 
us remember, that ſuch is the Will of Him, who 
loves us, and will make all Things work t 
for our Good. Let us receive all then as from 
his Hand, without Diſtinction or Exception. Ho 
happy ſhould we be, jf the View and Senſe of our 
Wretchedneſs would but lead us to Humility ! My 
Deſires are exceedingly inflamed for an Heart per- 
fectly obedient. I ſeek not Sweetneſſes nor Conſo- 
of Wlations, I wiſh only for an Heart perfectly ſubmiſ- 
the WW five to Gop. 


on- O Lorp of Lords, O Fountain of Love and 
the W Goodneſs, grant me ſuch an Heart, ſubjected to 
me I Thee, and humbled beneath all Men! O Lonn, + 
ing Thou knoweſt what I am, and I too partly know 
s 2 Wit, for thy Goodneſs has diſcovered it to me; and 
— may thy Name be ever bleſſed for that Benefit on 
t 
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that this would ſink me continually in the Abyſs of 
my Vileneſs! Grant, O Losp, that I may never 
make any Account of myſelf, or imagine myſell 
ſomething ; for that would be to fall Pom Thee, 
and give Place to Satan. O let me rather live 2 
Life of continual Affliction with my crucified 7e. 
9 whom I heartily beſeech to be my dear 

riend's Defender. When you bear his holy Croſs, 
you will then be adorned with thoſe Jewels, which 
your ſacred Lover beſtows upon you, even the 
ſame He wore Himſelf; with which I recommend 
you to his Love, beſeeching Him to preſerve you 
from all Evil. 


Taxx in good Part the plain Open · heartedneſ 
* of this Letter, and believe me, 


| Yours, Cc. 
. Amflerdam. Mary Henrics, 
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Pious REFLECTIONS. 
Tranſlated from the Frenca. 
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J. 
How ſcarce true Faith is. 


HEN the Sen of Man cometh, hal! 
He find Faith on the Earth ? Luke 
xviii. 8. If He ſhould now come, 
would He find it in us? What Fruits of Faith 
have we to ſhew ? Do we look upon this Life on- 
ly as a ſhort Paſſage to a better? Do we believe 
that we muſt ſuffer with Jeſus Chrift, before we 
can reign with Him ? Do we conſider this World 
as a deceitful Appearance, and Death as the En- 
trance to true Goods? Do we live by Faith? Does 
it animate us? Do we reliſh the eternal Truths it 
preſents us with ? Are we as careful to nouriſh 
our Souls with thoſe Truths, as to maintain our 
Bodies with proper Diet? Do we accuſtom our- 
ſelves to ſee all Things in the Light of Faith? 
Do we correct all our 22 by it? Alas, the 
—— Part of Chriſtians think — act like mere 

eathens. If we judge (as we juſtly may) of their 
Faith by their Practice, we muſt conclude they 


II. Ler 


have no Faith at all. 


Vor. XXXVIII. E 
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II. LET us fear left the Kingdom of Gop 


ſhould be taken from us, and given to others who 
may bear better Fruits. That Kingdom of Gop 


is Faith reigning in us, and governing all our ll 


Thoughts. Happy he who has Eyes to ſee this 
Kingdom. Fleſh and Blood cannot diſcern it. 
The Wiſdom of the animal Man is wilfully blind 
to it: The inward Operations of Gop appear as 
a Dream to him. To know the Wonders of 
Gop's Kingdom we muſt be born again; and to 
be born again we muſt die: This is what the 
World cannot conſent to. Let the World then 
deſpiſe, and cenſure, and condemn the Truth as 
it pleaſes : As for us, O Loox, Thou haſt com- 
manded us to believe, and to taſte thy heavenly 
Gift. We deſire to be of the Number of thine 
Elect, and we know that no Perſon can be of that 
Number who does not conform his Life to what 


Thou teacheſt. 
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II. 
Of the only Way ie Heaven. 


I. CTR IVE to enter in at the flrait Gate, Matt. 
vii. 13. The Kingdom of Heaven is not to 


be enter'd but by Violence: It muſt be taken as 


it were by Aſſault, like a beſieged Place. The 
Gate is ſtrait and narrow, we muſt bow, we muſt 


bend, we muſt make ourſelves little to gain Ad- 


mittance. The great Gate, which opens wide, 


and is paſſed by Multitudes, leads to Perdition. 
All broad and ſmooth Ways are dangerous. Woe 
to us when the World favours us, and our Life 


ſeems 
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ſeems void of Trouble. Croſſes and Difficulties 
are the ſureſt Marks of the Way to Heaven. 
Let us be aware therefore of going on with the 
Multitude, and let us ſeek 3 of the 
Few; let us follow the Footſteps of the Saints 
along the craggy Paths of Repentance; climbing 
over Rocks, ſeeking ſecure Places in the Sweat of 
our Face, and expecting that the laſt Step of our 
Lives ſhould be ſtill a violent Struggle to enter the 
narrow Gate of Eternity. 


II. Wr are not predeſtinated by Gop, but to 
be made conformable to the Image of his Son 3 to 
be faſtned, as He was, to a Croſs ; renouncing, 
as He did, all ſenſual Pleaſures ; and to be con- 
tent, like Him, in the Midſt of —— But, 
blind as we are, we would get down from this 
Croſs which unites us to our Maſter. We cannot 
leave the Croſs, but we muſt alſo forſake Chrr/t 
crucihed ; for the Croſs and He are inſeparable. 
Let us then live and die with Him, who came to 
ſhew us the true Way to Heaven; and let our 
only Fear be, leſt we ſhould not finiſh our Sa- 
erifice on the ſame Altar whereon his was con- 
ſummated. Alas! all our Endeavours here tend 
only to be more at Eaſe, and thereby to withdraw 
ourſelves from the true Way to — We 
know not what we do. We do not comprehend 
tt. the Myſtery of Grace, which joins a Beatitude 
to with Tears, pronouncing the — happy. 
Fd The Way which leads to a Throne is delightful, 
* altho' it ſhould be overgrown with Thorns: The 
\ft Way which leads to a des is dreadful, altho”- 
d- it ſhould be covered with Roſes. We ſuffer in · 
e, deed in the ſtrait Way, but we hope: We ſuffer, 
1 but we ſee Heaven open: We ſuffer, but we chuſe 
* to ſuffer; we love Gop, and are beloved of Him. 
fe Nen | * | 
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RE CE TIN FIFTY 
= 
Of Patience in Suffering. 


I. 7N your Patience poſſeſs ye your Souls, Luke xxi. 
1 19. The da T itſelf by Impatience; 
whereas, when it ſubmits without repining, it 
fleſſes itſelf in Peace, and it alſo poſſeſſes Gop. 
o be impatient, is to will what one has not; 
or not to will what one has. An impatient Soul 
is a Slave te Paſſion, having caſt off the Reſtraints 
7 Reaſon and Faith ; What Weakneſs ! What 
For is this) As long as we will the Evil we en- 
dure, it is not Evil 3 why then ſhould we make it 
2 rea} Evil, by refufing to beat it willingly : The 
inward Peace reſides not in the Senſes or inferior 
Appetites, but in the Will. It may be preſerved 
amidft the bittereſt Sorrows, as long as the Will 
continues in a firm Reſignation, Peace here be- 
low conſrſts not in an Exemption from Suffering, 
but in a voluntary Acceptance of it. 


II. To hear your Murmuring and Repining, it 
would ſeem that you are the moſt innocent Soul 
living; and that it is a great Injuſtice that you are 
not admitted into the terreſtrial Paradiſe. Remem- 
ber how you have offended Gop, and you muſt 
acknowledge his righteous Dealing with you. 
Confeſs to Him, with the Humility of the Pro. 
digal Son, Father, I have fined again/? Heaven, 
and Thee; thy merciful Hand executes what 1 


ſhould never have had the Courage to do; it Faye 
f |  rects 
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rects me in Love. Grant alſo that I may endure 
0: Wh with Patience its ſalutary Corrections. If a Sin- 
ner has a juſt Indignation againſt himſelf, the leaſt 
he can do is to receive the Medicine which he has 
not the Fortitude to chuſe. a 


CANE BE Nt D ,].[“0,Dder Nn 
IV. | 


Of Submiſſion and Conformity to the Will 
of G O D. 


I. HY Will be done in Earth, as it is in Heaven. 
Nothing is done here, any more than in 

Heaven, but by the Will or Permiſſion of Gop ; 
but Men do not always love that Will, becauſe it 
is often oppoſite to their Deſires. If we ſincerely 
loved this Will of Gop, and only this, we ſhould 
change our Earth into an Heaven: We ſhould 
thank Gop for every Thing, for Evil as well as 
Good ; becauſe Evil would become Good from 
his Hand : We ſhould not then murmur at the 
Guidance of Providence ; but approve and adore 
it. O my Gop, what do ſee in the Courſe of 
the Stars, in the Revolutions of Seaſons, in the 
Events of Life, but the Accompliſhment of thy 
Will? May it alſo be accompliſhed in me: May 
I love it: Ma it ſweeten and endear all Events 
4 to me: May — my own, to make thy 
| Will reign in me: For it is thine, O Los, to 
K will, and mine to obey. | WS ; 


II. Txov haſt ſaid, O Loxp Jesvs, of Thy- 
ſelf, with Relation to thy heavenly Father, That 
Thou always didſi what pleaſed Him, John viii. 29. 

E 3 ; Teach 
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Teach us how far that Example ſhould lead us. 
Thou art our Pattern: Thou didſt _ — 
Earth but according to the Will of er, 
who vouchſafes alſo to be called ours. Thou 
fulfill his Will in us, as Thou didſt in Thyſelf. 
Grant, that we being — united to Thee, 
may never ſeek to do our own Will, but His ; ſo 
that not only our religious Actions, but even our 
Eating, Sleeping, Converſing, may all be done 
with no other View but that of pleaſing Him: 
Then ſhall our whole Conduct be ſanctified: Then 
ſhall all our Deeds become a continual Sacrifice, 
inceſſant Prayer, and uninterrupted Love. When, 
O Lox, ſhall we arrive at this Diſpoſition ? Do 
Thou vouchſafe to conduct us thither : Do Thou 
vouchfafe to ſubdue our rebellious Will by thy 
Grace, for it knows not what it would have, and 
— is truly good, but a Conformity. to thy 


£90900000:00$000090908 
v. 
Of the right Uſe of Michionc. 


IL H ET who ore Chriſt's have crucified the 
Fleſh with the Aﬀettions and Lufts, Gal. v. 

24. The more we fear Croſſes, the more Reaſon 
have we to think that we want them : Let us not 
be diſcouraged, when the Hand of Gow layeth 
heavy ones upon us. We ought to judge of the 
Violence of our Diſeaſe, by the Violence of the 
Remedies which our. ſpiritual Phyſician preſcribes 
us. Tt is a great Argument of our own Wretch- 
edneſs, and. of God's Mercy, that notwithſtand- 
ing 
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ing the Difficulty of our Recovery, He vouchſafes 
to undertake our Cure. Let us then draw from 
our very Afflictions a Source of Love, of Comfort 
and Truſt in GoÞ, ſaying with his Apoſtle, Our 
light Affiliation, tobieh is but for a Moment, worketh 
her us a far more exceeding and eternal Weight 
Glory, 2 Cor. iv. 17. Bleſſed are they whic 
mourn, and fow in Tears, becauſe they ſhall reap 
with ineffable Joy the Harveſt of eternal F elieity. 


II. I Au erucified with Chriſt, ſaid St. Paul, we 
are faſtned to the Croſs with Him, and by Him; 
for his Grace keeps us there, and for his Sake 
we chuſe to continue there, left by forſaking it, 
we' ſhould depart from Him. O ſuffering and 
adorable Jeſus # ts whoſe Sacrifice I unite myſelf, 
do Thou communicate to me, together with thy 
Croſs, alſo thy Spirit of Love and Reſignation: 
Make me think lefs of my Sufferings, than of the 
Happineſs of Suffering with Thee: Make me 
love Thee, and I ſhall not fear the Croſs ; and tho” 
my Sufferings ſhould be very great, yet will they 
not be greater than I chuſe to endure. 


VI. 
Of Meekneſs and Humility. 


LTEARN of Me, for I am meek, and lowly e 
L Heart, Mat, "uf 6 If any other 22 
Jeſus had taught this Leſſon, the ImperfeRion of 
the Teacher would have ſurniſh'd us with Objec- 
tions to the Doctrine: He therefore taught it 
Himſelf, and that too by his own Example, which 
18 
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is ſuch as ſhould ſilence all Objections; ſuch as 
ſhould make us adore, be confounded, and imi- 
tate. What, the Son of Gop deſcends from Hea- 
ven to Earth, takes a corruptible Body, and dies 
upon the Croſs, to ſhame us out of our Pride 
He who is All, annihilates Himſelf; and I, who 
am Nothing, would be, at leaſt would have others 
thiak me, quite other than what I am ! What an 
impudent Vanity, and diabolica] Preſumption is 
this, our Loxp ſaith not, Be ye meek and lowly ; 
but He ſaith, I am meek and lowly of Heart; it is 
enough to know that He is humble, to conclude 
that we ought to be ſo, His Example is ſuch an 
1 as none may find a Diſpenſation from, 
much leſs the Sinner, who may well chuſe Humi- 
lity, when he has deſerved Damnation. 


II. Ovn Lord joins Meekneſs with Humility, 
becauſe Humility is the Source of true Meekneis. 
Pride is ever haughty, impatient and captious ; 
but he who deſpiſes himſelf, is content to be de- 
ſpiſed : He who thinks nothing due to him, will 
not think himſelf neglected. The true Virtue of 
Meekneſs, is never the Effect of Conſtitution; all 
Appearances of it, that are the Product of mere 
Nature, ariſe from Weakneſs, Indolence, or Cun- 
ning. To be meek towards others, we muſt re- 


nounce ourſelves. 


VII. Of 
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esse 
VII. 


Of the one Thing needful, 


I. HOU art troubled and careful about many 
Things, but one Thing is needful, Luke x. 41. 

We think we have many Buſineſſes to do, and we 
have but one: If that be performed, the others 
are included in it; if that mifcarry, whatever 
Succeſs the others may ſeem to have, they will 
all come to nothing. Why ſhould we then di- 
vide our Heart, and our Care? O my only Buſi- 
neſs, thou ſhalt henceforth be my only Care? In 
the Ray of divine Light I witl each Moment 
peaceably perform, —_— to my Abilities, 
what Providence puts in my Way. I will be cate- 
* for nothing elſe, becauſe nothing elſe is my 
neſs. | 


IL 1 1 the Nord which Thou, © Fa- 
ther, gaveſt Me to do, John xvii. 4. Each of us 
ſhould be able to ſay as much at the Day of Judg- 
ment. I ought to conſider the Buſineſs which 
occurs in the daily Order of. Providence, as the 
Work which Gop appoints me; and I ſhould ap- 
ply myſelf to it in a Manner worthy of Gop, 
viz. with Exactneſs and Tranquility. I ought 
not to neglect any Thing, or be paſſionately ve- 
hement about any Thing, for it is dangerous to- 
do the Work of the Lord negligently on the one 
Hand, or on the other, to appropriate it to our- 
ſelves by Self-love and falſe Zeal : In this laſt 
Caſe we do our Actions from à Principle of wo 


* 
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Appearance of Zeal, and grieves, and is afflicted, 


neee eee 
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will; we are eager and anxious for the Succeſs, | 
and that under the Pretence of ſeeking the Glory 
of Gon. Thus Self. love diſguiſes itſe}f under the 


when it miſcarries in its Deſigns. O Gop, grant 
to me the Grace to be faithful in the Action, 
and reſigned as to the Succeſs ! My e 
is to do thy Will, and to do it as thy Will, not 
forgetting Thee in the Performance of it: It is 
Thine to give my feeble Endeavours the Succeſs 
Thou pleaſeſt, even none if "Thou ſeeſt ſit. 


VIII. 


Of inward Peace. 


J. PEACE I leave with you, my Peace I, give 
unto you, not as the Warld giveth, give I unto 
deu, John xiv. 27. All Men ſeek Peace, but they. 
ſeek it where it is not to be found; they ſeek it 
in the World; which is ever promiſing, but can 
never give us a ſolid Peace: That is the Gift of 
Chrift.alone, who reconciles the Man to Himſelf, 
ſubdues the Paſſions, ſets Bounds to the Deſires, 
inſpires the Hopes of eternal Bliſs, and gives the 
Joy of the Holy Ghoſt ; ſuch a Joy as perſiſts in 
the Midſt of Suſterings, and flowing from an in- 
exhauſtible Source, becomes a perpetual Spring 
2 . which the World cannot interrupt or 
miaiſh, | 24 | 


IT. Tau Peace is not to found but in the Poſ- 


ſeſſion of Gop; and the Poſſeſſion of Gop can- 


not be | attained but by Faith and Obedience: 
47 Remove 


ceſs, | 


lor 
* 
ted, 
rant 
ion, 
neſs 
not 
It is 
ceſs 
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Remove all forbidden Objects: Renounce all un- 
lawful Deſire : Caſt off all earneſt Care and Anxi- 
ety: Deſire only GoD: Seek only God; and 
then you. ſhall have Peace, ſuch a. Peace as the 
World ſhall not be able to diſturb. For what 
can trouble you? Is it Poverty, Diſgrace, Diſap-- 

intments, outward or inward Crofſes? You 
ſhould ſee all theſe in the Hand of Gop as real 
Favours, which He diſtributes to his Friends, and 
which He  vouchſafes to give you a Share in. 
Then the World will have a new Appearance to 
you, and your Peace prove inviolable. 


οοοονοοοεονοονσνοσ - - fcofeofoohook ofookofook ofo 
IX. 
Of deceitful Foys. 


[ J $41 D of Laughter, it is mad; and of Mirth, 

what dath it? Eccleſ. ii. 2. The Joys of 
worldly -minded Men are like thoſe of delirious 
Perſons, who have loſt their Reaſon by Diſtemper, 
Deluſion is the only Cauſe of their Pleaſure ; they 
think themſelves in Abundance, when in Reality 
they are quite deſtitute, Death will end this 
Dream of Folly, and when they awake, they 
ſhall be confounded at their Poverty, Miſerable 
therefore are thoſe whom the falſe Pleaſures of the 
World render incapable oſ true Conſolation. Let 
us ſay continually of ſuch vain Mirth, what doth 
it? Nothing is a- ſolid Subject of Joy but our 
Hopes of God's Favour ; all other Delight is 
but a Dream. 


7 


II. Jxsus 
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* J Esus ſaid to the Woman of Samaria, 
Jeever drinketh 0 15 this Water, fhall thirſt agai 
John iv. 13. T his may be apply'd to all world) 
Satisſactions; the more we enjoy them, the mon 
we want them. The Poſſeſſion of Riches doe 
but increaſe our Thirſt after them. Avarice anf 
Ambition are more uneaſy about what they hauf 
not, than pleaſed with what they have. The Ex 
joyment of Pleaſure ſoftens the Soul, depraves it, 
and makes it inſatiable. The more we diver 
ourſelves, the more we want Diverſion ; and it i: 
eaſier to perſevere in a State of Fervour and Peni- 
tence, than to recover it again when we har 
given Way to Pleaſure and Relaxation, Let u 
therefore watch over ourſelves, and abſtain from 
thoſe Waters, which will but increaſe our Thitſ. 
Let us keep our Heart with Care, that it be nc 
ſeduced by the vain Joys of the World, whict 
will end only in Deſpair, 
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G ee 


N Holy Tears. 


I. DLESSED are they that mourn, for they Hu 

B be comforted, Matt. v. 4. Wit 2 
of Tears ate hoſes (faith St. Auſtin) they makt 
happy thoſe who ſhed them. This Happine' 
conſiſts in being afflicted for the Wickedneſ om - 
the World; many Dangers which ſurround uw 
and the inexhauſtible Corruption of our ow! 
Hearts. It is a great Gift of Gop to ſear loſing 
his Love; to fear Jeſt we ſhould wander from 


the ſtrait Way. The Saints ſhed Tears for hs 
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It is difficult to rejoice while one is in Danger of 
loſing what one values moſt, and of loſing ones 
ſelf with it. It is impoſſible. not to be afflicted, 
while one ſees nothing but Vanity, Error, Offen- 
ces, Forgetfulneſs, and Contempt of the Gop we 
love. Grief is due to ſo many ſad Occaſions of 
"BY Sorrow : Our Grief ſhall be pleaſing in the Sight 
EB of Gop. He Himſelf inſpires it; his Love cauſes 
BY our Tears to flow, and He Himſelf ſhall wipe 
"Ny them from our Eyes. 


ny We hear Jeſus Chrift ſay, Woe unte you that 
ao laugh now, for ye ſhall mourn and weep. Woe unte 
u jou that are rich, for ye have received your Conſala- 
ON ton, Luke vi. 24, 25. and yet Men ſeek Mirth 
t and Riches. . He alſo ſaith, Bleſſed are they, that 
"i weep; yet they fear nothing more than Sorrow. 
108 We ſhould grieve here, not only for the Dangers 
of our on State, but for every Thing that is 
vain and criminal. We ſhould weep for ourſelves 
and for others: All deſerve our Tears. Happy the 
Tears which ſpring from Grace, which makes us 
diſreliſh theſe * N Things, and produce in 
us the Deſire of the good Things of Eternity. 


r r chr Fr E n dh Kr r Er r h . r h . 
AI. 
Of Worldly Wiſdom. 


HE Wiſdom of Worldly-minded Men muſt 
needs be great, fince our Loy aſſures us, 
that is greater than that of the Children of 

Gop; yet with all its Pretenſions and fair Ap- 

pearances, it is fatal to thoſe who follow it. This 

Vol, XXXVIII. crooked 
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crooked and ſubtle Wiſdom is moſt - oppoſite te 
that of Gop, which is ever plain and ſimple ; and 
what does it avail its Profeſſors, ſeeing they are 
always taken in their own Devices ? The Apoſtle 
St. James ſaith of this Kind of Wiſdom, that is is 
Earthly, Animal, (or Senſual) and Deviliſh, Jam. 
iii. 15. £Earthly, becauſe it confines its Care to 
the getting or poſſeſſing the Things of the Earth: 
Animal, or Senſual, becauſe it ſeeks only to make 
Proviſion for gratifying the ' Paſſions or ſenſual 
Appetites ; and Devilifh, becauſe to the Subtilty 
and Penetration of a Demon, it joins alſo the 
Malice. Men ſo qualified, think to impoſe upon 
others, but in the Event, they deceive only them- 
ſelves. 


II. Brind therefore are all thoſe who think 
themſelves wiſe without the Grace of Feſus Chrift, 
which only can make us truly wiſe. They are 
like thoſe who in a Dream think themſelves a- 
wake, and believe all the Objects they imagine, 
to be true and real: And while they are purſuing 
their vain Projects of Pleaſure or Ambition (ſo 

eat is the Infatuation that poſſeſſes them) they 
2 not what lies in the Way before them, ſome- 
times Diſgrace, always Death, Judgment, and 
Eternity. Theſe great Objects daily advance, and 
approach nearer to prophane Men; yet they ſee 
them not. Their political Skill foreſees every 
Thing, but the inevitable Fall and Annihilation 
of all they ſet their Hearts upon. O mad and in- 
fatuated, when will ye open your Eyes to the 

Light Whom Chrift, which diſcovers the Empti- 
neſs of randeur here below ? 


XII, Of 
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DD 
XII. 


Of the Eafineſs of Cux is' Yoke. 


M Y Toke is eaſy, and my Burthen light, Matt. 
xi. 30. Let not the Name of Yoke deter 
us, for it is the Yoke of Chriſi, and He helps us 
to bear it; He makes us love it; He endears it to 
nus by the inward Charms of Righteouſneſs and 
Truth: He gives a Diſguſt for falſe Pleaſure, and 
renders the Practice of Virtue delightſul: He ſup- 
ports the Man againſt himſelf, frees him from ori- 
t, inal Corruption, and makes him ſtrong notwith- 
r ding his Weakneſs. What feareſt thou, O 
Man of little Faith? Let Gop exert Himſelf in 
© I thee: Abandon thyſelf to Him: You ſhall ſuffer, 
but you ſhall ſuffer with Love and inward Tran- 
quill You ſhall fight, but you ſhall gain the 
ictory; the Loxpd Himſelf ſhall fight for you, 
and reward your Succeſs: You ſhall weep, but 
your Tears ſhall be pleaſing, and Gop ſhall Him- 
ſelf wipe them from your Eyes: You will be re- 
ſtrained from following your Paſſions, but after a 
free Sacrifice of . you will find ano- 
ther Kind of Liberty, unknown to the World, 
and more valuable than univerſal Empire. 


£ 


WrarT Blindneſs is it to fear engaging too far 
with Gop ! The more we love Him, the more 
we ſhall love his Commandments. "That Love 
will comfort us in Loſſes, ſweeten our Croſſes, 
ſet us free from all other dangerous AﬀeCtions, . 
make us ſee even through a Cloud of Afflictions, 
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the Mercy that diſpenſes them to us, and make us i 5 
diſcover in Death itſelf eternal Glory and Hliſs. 
What then are we afraid of? Can we have too 
much of Gop ? Is it a Misfortune to be freed By , 


from the heavy Yoke of the World, and to bear 
the light Burthen of Jeſus Chrift? Do we fear to 
be too happy, too much deliver'd from ourſelves, 
from the Caprices of our Pride, the Violence of 
our Paſſions, and the Tyranny of this deceitful 
World ? | 
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XIII. 
Of ſpending our Time well. 


TFT us do. Good while we bade Time, Gal. vi. 
10. The Night cometh, in which ns Man can 
work, John ix. 4. Time is precious, but. Men 
know not its true Value; nor will they learn it. 
till it is too late. Our Friends aſk it of us, and 
we beſtow it as if it were nothing worth; nay 
ſometimes it is a Burthen we want to get rid of; 
yet the Day will come when we think one 
uarter of an Hour more valuable than all the 
Treaſures of the Earth. Gop, moſt liberal and 
bounteous of all other Things, teaches us, by the 
frugal Diſpenſation of his Providence; how care- 
ful we _ to be to make a good Uſe of Time, 
becauſe He never gives two — together, 
nor grants us a ſecond, *till He has withdrawn the 
firft, ſtill keeping the Third in his own Hand, ſo. 
that we are in a perfect Uncertainty whether we. 
ſhall have it or no. Time is given us to prepare 
for Eternity, and Eternity will not be too long to 
| | regret 
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regret our loft Time, if we have made an ill Uſe 


1 of it. 
u. Ar our Life, as well as all our Heart, is 
| due to GoD ; they are neither of them too much 
ber Him: He gave them only that we might love 
nnd ſerve Him: Let us therefore rob Him of no- 
, thing. We cannot every Moment do great Mat- 
F ters for Him, but we may always do what is pro- 
per for our Condition. To be filent, to ſuffer, to 
pray, when there is no Room for outward Action, 
is an acceptable Offering to Gop. A Diſappoint- 
ment, a Contradiftion, an Injury received and 


endured for God's Sake, is of as much Value as 
a long Prayer; and the Time is not loſt which is 
_ in the Practice of Meekneſs and Patience. 

ut we muſt be cautious that thoſe Interruptions 
do not happen by our own Fault. Thus we 
ſhould r our Life, and redeem the Time, as 
St. Paul ſpeaks, flying from the World, its vain 
Amuſements, uſeleſs Correſpondencies, and un- 


ofitable Converſations, which ſerve only to diſ- 
— our Minds, and indulge our Self- Love. 


By theſe Means we ſhall find Time for the Ser- 
= of GoDp; all that is ſpent otherwiſe, is 
] 14 , | | | . 
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| | XIV. * q 1 2\ 
Of the Love we ought to have for GOD. 
JJ HO M have 1 in Heaven but Thee? And 


tere is none upon Earth that I defire befides 
Thee, Pf, Ixxiii, 25. ve we ſay to 9 


3 
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that we love Him with all our Hearty, it is oſten a 
meer Form of Words, without Truth or Means 
ing. Men learn it when they are young, and 
thy continue ta uſe it when they are grown. up, 
without thinking of what they ay To love 
Gon, is to have no other Wi is; to keep 
faithfully his Law, and have in Abhorrence all 
Violation of it. To love Gop, is to love what 
Chrift loved, Poverty, Humiliations,, and Suffer- 
ings ; it is alſo to hate what He hated, the World 
and its Vanities: Can we be ſaid to love an Ob- 
je& which we do not defire to-reſemble? To love 
God, is to deſire to converſe with Him, to wiſh 
to go to Him, to figh and languiſh after Him. 
That is but feigned W a ο 
ſee the Beloved. „ ni tas 


H. Ou Lonp come 1 Lr 
Earth, Luke xii. 49. wo to bring Be Fire might 


overſpread it: Yet Men live in a deadly Coldnefs 


and Indifference: They love Money, | Buildings; 
Titles, and a Chimera they call Reputation; they 
love even the meaneſt and moſt contemptible 
Things; but Divine Love rarely ſinds à Place in 
— 5.dbuy Do Thou, O Loan, vindicate thy 
Right in us, and reign over us, notwithſtandi 
our Infidelities : Let the Fire of thy Love extin- 
guiſh all other Fire: What can we ſee lovely out 
of Thee, which d not to be found in its full Per- 
fection in Thee, O Thou Fountain of all Good! 
Grant us but the Grace to love Thee, and we 
ſhall then love Thee only, Thee e 
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Xv. 
| On the Words, | 
Lon, teach us 10 pray, Luke xi. 1. 


LORD, I know not what I' ſhould-aſk: of 

Thee: Thou only knoweſt what I want; 
and Thou loveſt me better than I can love myſelf, 
O Lorp, give to me, thy Child, what is 
whatever it ma 2 ; 1 dare not aſk either Croſſes 
or Comforts : 4 myſelf before Thee: 
I open my Heart to Thee: Nabele my Wants, 
which 1 am ignorant of; but do Thou behold, 
and do according to thy M - Smite or heal; 
depreſs me, or raiſe me up: 1 adore all thy Pur- 
poſes, without knowing them: I am filent, I of- 
fer myſelf in Sacrifice : I abandon myſelf to Thee: 
No more any Defire, but to acco thy Will 
Feach r me to pray: Pray Thou Tai me. 


. 
| XVI. a 
07 the good Uſe o ſe 


A ity 

E find it difficult to engine owes of 
Y the Goodneſs of Gon in afflicti 22 

He wok Why (it may be ſaid ) ſhould He have 

CFO Cannot He gy O08: us 
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Good without afflicting us? Ves, certainly, Gon 
could do it, for Nothing is impoſſible to Him. 
He has an abſolute Power over the Heart of Man, 
and moves all the Springs of it at Pleaſure, But 
tho' He can fave us without Sufferings, yet He 
will not ; in the ſame Manner as He will not pro- 
duce us in the State of perſect Manhood, but 
cauſes us to paſs gradually thro' the Troubles and 
Weakneſſes of Childhood and Youth. In theſe 
Caſes He is abſolute Maſter, and we have nothing 
to do but to ſubmit, and filently adore his pro- 
found Wiſdom, without comprehending the Rea- 
ſons by which He acts. What we may diſcern 
plainly is, that we cannot become good, but in 
the Meaſure we become humble, diſintereſted, 


and free from Self-love, ſo as to aſcribe all to 


God, without arrogating any Thing to ourſelves, 


Now the Operation of Grace, which deſtroys 
Self-love, is geacraby painful, He weans us. 
from the Love of the World, by the Inconftancy 
of Men, and the frequent Diſappointments that 
attend the moſt proſperous Conditions : He weans 
us from the Love of ourſelves, by a ſad Experi- 
ence of our Depravity and Corruption: By ſuch a 
Series of Events He makes us die to Sin. We 
would gladly be conſumed all at once, to eſcape 
the lingering Sufferings of a tedious Mortifica- 
tion: Self- love makes us murmur at the Len 
of our Sufferings; and that is the very Thing 
which Gop would deſtroy, for while it his 
Work cannot be perfected, 


War then ſhould we complain? Our Diſeaſe 
is the Love of the World, and ourſelves. Goo 
prepares a Train of Events, which by little and 
little mortifies our Love of the World, and weans 
us from Seli- love: The Operation indeed 1. 
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ful, but our Depravity makes it neceſſary... The 


Il hole need no Phyſician, but the diſeas'd Part muſk. 
ſuffer the Surgeon's Inciſion: He cuts only that 
He may come at the Bottom of the Sore: If He. 
puts us to great Pain, it is only becauſe our Ma - 
jady is great: We ſuffer not from his Cruelty, 
but from his Care- and Skill; for He would treat 


his own Son in the ſame Manner, 


Ir is thus Gop treats us: He never puts us to 
Pain but unwillingly : He loves us with the Ten- 
derneſs of a Father, and can take no Pleaſure in, 
our Miſery ;. but He cuts to the Quick to cure the 
Ulcer of our Heart: His Goodneſs obliges Him 
to deprive us of what we love too much, what 
we love inordinately, and in ſuch a Manner as to 
hinder our loving im: And when Gan, thus 
treats us, we grieve like Children who are de- 
prived of ſomething which they were pleaſing 
themſelves with, and with which they would have 
hurt themſelves; they cry and take on with Paſ- 
ſion againſt thoſe who have ſaved them from Harm. 
So we are apt in our Folly to murmur againſt; 
Gor ; but He ſaves us in our Deſpite, and by 
correcting He amends us. When his Hand lies 
heavieſt upon us, it is only to hinder the Evil we, 
would do ourſelves. The Things whoſe Loſs we, 
lament, would have made us lament eternally if 
we had not loſt them: And Gop takes away 
what we doat upon, that He may have our whole; 
Heart to Himſelf, and in due Time fill it with 
greater Felicity than our fondeſt Wiſhes could in- 
vent. | 2 


NoTHrinG ha 
Will of Gop : 


ppens in the World but by the 
He made, and He, governs. all, 


Things : He numbers the Hairs of our Head, the 
Leaves of each Tree, the Sands of the Sea _— 
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and all the Drops which fill the Ocean: His Wiſ- 
dom has meaſured and weighed every Atom of 
the Univerſe : He each Moment produces and re- 
news the Breath of Life which animates us: He 


has numbered all our Days, and holds in his 
Hands the Keys of the Grave, to ſhut or open it. 


WrarT ſeems of great Moment to us, is as 
nothing in the Sight of Gop : The Difference of 
a little longer, or a little ſhorter Life, diſappears 
in the Preſence of his Eternity : What matters it 
whether this frail Veſſel, this Body of Clay, be 
broke and reduced to Duſt a little ſooner, or a 
little later ? 


How ſhort and fallacious are our Views of 
Things? We are in a Conſternation to ſee a 
Friend die in the Flower of his Age: What a la- 
mentable Loſs, we cry! But to whom is this 
Loſs? What does the dying Man loſe ? Some 
Years of Vanity, Deluſion, and Danger of eter- 
nal Death. Gop delivers him from the Midſt of 
Iniquity, from the Corruption of the World, and 
from his own Frailty. And what do his Friends 
loſe ? They loſe the Poiſon of a worldly Felicity, 
they loſe a perpetual Intoxication, the Forgerful. 
neſs of Gop and themſelves, in which they were 
plunged ; or to ſpeak properly, they gain by this 
— 2 the Benefit of being ſet free from theſe 

vils. 


How apparent therefore is the Goodneſs of 
Gop ! how tender and merciful is He with Re- 
gard to our real Evils, at the very Time when we 
are moſt afflicted, and moſt tempted to complain 
of his Severity ! | 7 


War 
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War Difference find we now, between two 
Perſons who lived an hundred Years ago? The 
one (ſuppoſe) died twenty Years before the other, 
but in fine they both died: Their Separation, 
which at that Time ſeemed ſo long and grievous, 
does not appear ſo now to us, and was in Reality 
but a ſhort Separation : What was parted, ſoon 
became united again, and no Trace was left of 
the Diviſion that was made, Life paſſes on like 
a ſwift Current: The Paſt Time appears as a 
Dream: The Preſent eſcapes us every Moment: 
The Future will prove like the Preſent, it will 
ſoon become Paſt in the continual Flux of Time: 


Days, Months. and Years preſs one another for- 


ward, like the Waves of a Torrent. Yet a few 
Moments, yet (1 fay) a little while, and all will 
be finiſhed. Alas ! that which now appears lon 
and tedious to us, becauſe it is mournful, wi 
ſeem ſhort when it is over. 


IT is the Weakneſs of Self- love that makes us 
think our Misfortunes ſo tedious. The fick Man, 
who reſts ill, thinks the Night of an immeaſur- 
able Length, yet that Night is as ſhort as others, 
Our Cowardice exaggerates our Afflictions; they 
ſeem much greater Bo they are thro' our Want 
of Fortitude. The only Way to make them 
lighter, is a couragious Reſignation, We ſhall 
indeed till ſuffer, but Gop will thereby purih 
us, and make us fit for Himſelf. Shall we chu 
to paſs our whole Life, even *till the dreadful 
Moment of Death, in voluptuous Eaſe, in Splen- 
dor, in vain Joy, in the Triumphs of Pride, in 
the ſavoury Enjoyment of the World (that decla- 
red Enemy of 152 Chriſt) and in an Averſion to 


Sufferings, which alone can ſanctiſy us? The 
World will caſt us off, will ungratefully forget 
| | ns 
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| rm A is is that World which we have 
been 
love 
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us, will deſpiſe us, will perſecute us; it is very 
well: Nor ſhould we wonder that the World act; 
Ake itſelf, s unjuſtly, deceitfully, and per- 


of, which we perhaps ſtill deſire to 


Soy forces us away from this hateful World, 
to free us from its deteſted Slavery, and make u; 


enter into the Liberty of his Children: And for 


this we are in Diftreſs ! We'muſt needs be very 
much our own Enemies, to be ſo uneaſy at the 
World's neglecting us. What! cannot we bear 
a Thing ſo beneficial to us, and do we regret the 


Want of what is ſo ' miſchievous ? Such is the 


Source of our Tears and our Grief, 


O Gon, who ſeeſt the Depth of our Miſery, 
Thou alone canſt heal us. Give us quickly, 8 
Los, that Faith, Hope, 1 , Chriſtian 
Fortitude which we ftand in ſo much Need of. 
Make us turn our Eyes inceſſantly unto Thee, O 
Almighty Father, { who. giveſt nothing to thy 


dear Children, but* to promote their Salvation) 


and to Feſus thy Son, who is our Pattern in Suſ- 

fering. Thou didſt faſten Him to the Croſs for 

us: Thou madeſt Him a Han of Sorrows, to 

teach us how uſeful Sorrows are. Let coward 

Nature then be filent, in the Contemplation of 

Feſus filled with Reproaches, and cruſhed with 
ufferings. 


Give me, O Lorp, a Heart according to 
Thine own ; a Heart that may be hardened a- 
gainſt itſelf, that may fear nothing but to diſpleaſe 

hee, or may at leaſt fear eternal Pains, and not 
thoſe which prepare us for thy Kingdom. 72 

ee 
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ſeeſt, O Loxp, the Weakneſs and Diſtreſs of 

thy poor Creature : He is helpleſs, and can find 

no Support in Himſelf. So much the better pro- 

vided, that Thou wilt not fail him, and that he 

continues to ſeek from Thee, with an humble 

2 what he deſpairs to find in his own 
cart. 
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N 
A 


Mother's ADVICE 


To her Dau GHT RER. 


Tranſlated from the FRENCH. 


SECT. L 


capable to be inſtructed in the Obligations 
of Chriſtianity, I have thought it my Duty 
no longer to delay the giving you ſome little Direc- 
tions, which will make your Life happy, as well 


as religious, if you follow them. 


\ S you are now, dear Daughter, of an Age 


THERE are, dear Child, many Kinds of Devo- 
tion, which are both burthenſome and unprofitable 
too. As the Heathen had each an Idol according 
to his own Fancy, ſo now a-Days Men deviſe a 
Sort of Religion, each to his own Humour : Some 
make Relig 
Prayers, Pl 


ion conſiſt only in repeating ſo many 
alms, Chapters, c. and provided they 
| omit 
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omit nothing of the Taſk they have preſcribed 
themſelves, they think they have done their Duty, 
and that God muſt be ſatisfied with the Tribute of 
their Lips, though the World has full Poſſeſſion of 
their Hearts, Ihe Piety of others is to be always 
Abroad, about what they call Works of Charity; 
and of others, to paſs great Part of their Lives at 
Church, neglecting their Families; to be buſied in 
Matters, which, tho' good in themſelves, are not 
ſo for them, but in ſuch Degree only as they are 
conſiſtent with the principal Duties incumbent on 
them, in that State of Life wherein Gop has placed 
them. 


I HOPE chat you will be ſecure from all theſe Er- 
rors, if you follow faithfully what the Lox n cna- 
bles me to ſay to you. And I truſt in his Goodneſs, 
it may be a Means of abtaining for you ſuch Grace, 
as may confirm and eſtabliſh you in his Love, 


As you conſiſt of Soul and Body, both muſt be 
regulated. I begin with the nobler Part, * 


My Child, you are the Teng Gov, if ſo be 
that Gop dwell in you by Faith, His Will is, that 
He may reign in you; and how can He reign there, 


if He not dwell there? 


z very careful therefore not to prophane bis 
Temple. Do not force Him to withdraw Himſlf, 
by committing any wilful Sin; and if ſuch a Miſ- 
fortune ſhould, happen, delay not ane Moment to- 
return to Him, and to invite Him, in the Bitter- 
nels of your Soul, to enter again into his Hahita- 
don. you let Him be long abſent, 1 much 
to be feared, He may not return: There is inde 
$ 


no Danger on his Part, for He al 
turn into Hen Vans but N 


e11rcs. to re- 


hen gone 
ray, 
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aſtray, and at a Diſtance from Gop, hardens his 
Heart, and that more and more, the longer he is 
abſent. Let not a vain Fear (which ignorant Per- 
fons call Humility) hinder your returning to Gop, 
as ſoon as you are fallen from Him. This is of 
the laſt Conſequence, and without it, it is not poſſi- 
ble to lead a Chriſtian Life. 


Bor as it is far better not to commit Offences, 
than to repent of them: I muſt give you a Preſer- 


ative to ſecure you from them. 


THrx Rule which Gop gave to Abraham, was, 
Walk before Me, (or in my Preſence) and be thou 
perfect, Gen. xvii. 1. And David ſaith, Pſalm 
xvi. 8. I have ſet GoD always before me—therefore 
T ſhall not fall. You ſee then, that the Way to ex - 
erciſe your Faith, is, 10 walk in his Preſence: This 


is indiſpenſably neceſſary. 
SSS 
n 


HERE are two Ways of maintaining a Senſe 

| of this Divine Preſence. The firſt, is Prayer. 

| The ſecond, doing the Will of Gop in 
your daily Buſineſs. | 


As for your Prayer, you fee plainly, that you 
muſt addreſs yourſelf inwardly to Him, who dwells 
within you; and that it would be an uſeleſs Trou- 
ble to ſeek Him, as afar off, whom you have fo 
very near you. It may be a Satisfaction to you to 
hear what St. Augu/iine faith upon this Subject. 
He thus laments his having ſought Gop out = 
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14 (C G. K X. Chap. VI. and XXV I.) 

my Gon, (faith he) in Hea- 
60 T9 wa and in the ( . and I found 
« Thee not there : 1 4, t Thee afar off, and 
« Thou wert "wo near. As ſoon as I I ſought Thee 
« in my Heart, I found Thee there.” 


Pray to Him with Faith, Confidence, and Love, 
and ever from the Heart, Let Love more thin 
Books inſtruct your Devotion. Aſk what you 
want, with Conkdence in his Goodneſs: "Think 
often what Chrif has ſuffered for you; but above 
all, beſeech Him to be your Maſter, and to teach 
you Himſelf to pray. Say often to Him, «Lox D, 
« am but a Child, I know not what to fay. 
Receive with a full Conviction what St. Paul 1. 
firms, Rom. viii. 26. Ve know not what wwe ſhould 
pray for, as we ought ; but the Spirit itſelf maketh 
Interceſſion for us, with Greanings which cannot be 
uttered. Beſecch then the Holy Spirit to aſk for 
you the Power to do what He requires of you. 


You may ſometimes conſider Gop as your 
Maſter, and keep claſe to Him as a Scholar, who 
defires only to be inſtructed; ſay ing to Him, from 
the Bottom of your Heart, Teach me, O Divine 
Maſter, to do thy Will, and to pleaſe Thee : And 
then continuing in Silence, as to hear Him fay 
with Samuel, Speak, Lokp, for thy Servant heareth. 
And with Dawid, Teach me thy Statutes, F will 
hear what the LoD GoD will ſpeak, Pf. Ixxxv. 8, 


THriNns chen that He faith to you, as in Plalm 
AIV. 10, 11. 8 O Daughter, and com ſider, 
incline thine Ear; a + a thme own People, and 
9 Father's Houſe * e. the Warid): Se al the 

ing have Pleaſure in thy Beauty, for He is the 


Lon thy Gon, and a thou Him. 


SOM E- 
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SOMETIMES you may behold Gop as a King, 
and beſeech Him, that his Kingdom 
and that He may rei 9 DE rn your 
Heart to Him, that iy toks Poſſeſſion of it ; 
and make Himſelf wy | Troy with an abſolute 
Authority. Say unto Him, O my Gop, ſub- 
« due this rebellious Heart to perfect Subjection.“ 
5 faith to you, Behold a; King cometh fall of Meek- 
neſs, Matt. xxi. 5: your Heart th — Open, 
that the King of Glory may come in. After which, 
make a thorough Reſignation of yourſelf to this 
Divine King: Continne i in his — with Re- 
verence, ready to receive his Orders, as He ſhall 
pleaſe to give them. 


AT other Times you may behold Him as your 
Father, and be filled with grateful Acknowled 
ments of his Goodneſs in taking you for his Child. 
For if this Quality of Father engages Him to enrich 
2 ou with his Graces, and makes you Inheritor of 

Kingdom; it obliges you at the ſame Time to 
love Him above all Things, and to endeavour to 
pleaſe Him in all you do: And this ſhould en ge 

ou to ſpeak to Him often-with Freedom, and 
ce in his Goodneſs. A Child is familiar wich 
his Father, who is pleaſed with the Expreſſions of 
its Love, excuſes its Weakneſſes, and _—_ for- 
ives them. O the bei of Fathers, keep me as a 
5 'ttle Child; ſo you ſhould ſay to Him: Then con- 
tinue in Feacs, as in the Arms of your Father; 
without any other Care, than to do hls Wilt. 


Say. to Him often,. My Father!“ My Father !— 
Ye have received (faith St. Paul) the Spirit of Adep- 
tion, - whereby we cry, Abba, Father ; the Spirit itſelf 
tearing. Witneſs with our Spirit, that we are the 
Children of Gon, Rom. viii. 15, 16. Aud again, 
Becc uſe ye- are Sent, Gop hath ſent forth vhe 5 


Devotional Trafts. 79 
his Son into your Hearts, crying Abba, Father, 
. iv. 6. This vis Word Crying, well expreſſes a 
Child's Manner of ſpeaking to a Father, whom he: 
loves: Love makes him dev wh, than ſay, My 
Father! My Father! And as a little Chi „ who. 
in its Fondneſs cries only Father, inſinuates a | thou- 
ſand nameleſs Things to a Father's _— So when 
by the Spirit of Adoption, we cry only this Word, 
op hears and accepts our Addreſſes to Him. 
The Term Crying, ſhews plainly, that Gos is not 
ſatisfied with an unmeaning lifeleſs Word, which 
the Tongue pronountes out of 8 but in 
which the Heart has no Share: It muſt be a Cry 
from the Bottom of the Heart, to recognize ſo gra- 
cious a Father. 


SOMETIMES preſent yourſelf to Tyr Crit 27 Chrift ones 
one ſick, and all over — by 

Him as an affectionate Phyſician, "a comes —— 
cure you; nay more, to take your Difeaſes upon 
Himſelf: The Cha/tiſement of our Peace is upon Him, 
and by his Str: * * healed. Fear not then to 
— near to i, however full of Sores you may 
be; and- ſay to Him, with the Leper, Lonp, : 
Theu wilt, Thou canſt make me clean: Then conti- 
nue in Silence, expoſed before Him, as an Object 
of his Compaſſion. The diſeaſed Wretchz- who 
with few Words, ory ſhews his Maladies, moves 
Pity much more, than he who exaggerates them 
with an affected Eloquenoe. It is ſufficient to 
dwell upon ſuch a Thought as this, Heal me, G 
Lord, left my Wounds be corrupted: Speak but one 
Mora, 1 Hall be whole. 


Alwars behold Him as your Saviour and Re- 
deemer, who redeems you from the Guilt-and Sla- 


very, in which you had wilfully engaged yourſelf. 
Say with David; E leſs the Lon, O my Soul, who 
forgiveth. 
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ergavehlb all thine r- who healetb all thy Di 
125 whe  redeempth thy Jon, Dore 
Pſalaz ciii. 2, 8 8 * Bru - rice hath He 
redeemed you? Even with all his Blood, his Life, 
in a Word, with his whole Self. He — 
Slave, to make you free; and He aſks nothing more 
of you, but Sou: our hearty Conſent to be — 
from your Captivity. There is no Deliverance 
for you, but by Him; and you will be your own 
Enemy, if you hinder Him. He faith Himſelf, f 
the Son make you frees you ſhall be free indeed, John 
viii. 36. You belong to Him by the Title of Ac- 
quiſition, you are his — and his Inheri- 
tance. 


As his Blood is the Price of your Redemption, 
beſcech Him to waſh you in it. Keep yourſelf 
cloſe.to Him, as it were to receive the Blood that 
flows from his Wounds. Say to Him, Lozn, 1 
am opprefied, und rtake for me, Iſaiah xxxviii. 14. 
Then, after acknowledging his Goadneſs, with 
the tendereſt Sentiments of Love and Gratitude, 

yourſelf in Silence by Him, while He pleads 
for you by all the Merit of his Suberinge. 


You muſt endeavour to continue in a dit of 
Prayer all the Day long, by fervent Ejaculations 
fuitable to the Subject of your Marniog's Medita- 
tions; ſome imes invoking Go, as your Maſter, 
King, Father, c. agreeable to bs Directions 


m given. 


THe other Way I recommended . 
taining a Senſe * the Divine Preſence, was the 
doing the Will of Gon in your daily Buſineſs. 
Now the Will of Gor is continually revealed to 
you in the daily Diſpenſations of Provicence ; and 


our Buſineſs is faithfully to follow it ſtom Moment 
pl ak... 


* 
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to Moment, chearſully accepting all that befalls us, 
N or bitter, ＋ or vexatious) whether 
rom the Hand of Gop by Afflictions, or from 
Men by ill Uſage, or from ourſelves by Imprudence 
and Miſtakes; and in doing thus, we cannot be 
deceived; for it is moſt certain, that whatever 
9 to us (excepting only Sin) is the Will of 
OD. | 


OG οο⁰0ονονονανννοε 


S ECU T. . 
How to paſs the Day religiouſly. 


A RISE, and go to Bed, at a certain Hour; 
for where there is no fixed Rule, Diſorders 
will ſoon enſue. You ſhould not lie late in 
the Morning, nor ſet up later than Ten at Night. 


As ſoon as you awake, preſent your firſt 
Thoughts to the Lorp, and offer Him the firſt 


Fruits of the Day. 


As ſoon as you ariſe, fail not to fall on your 
Knees before Gop, it is an Homage due to his 
ſupreme Majeſty. 


As ſoon as you are dreſt, ſpend half an Hour in 
Devotion. ere unite yourſelf to the Sacrifice, 
which Chriff made of Himſelf to the Eternal Fa- 
ther, and offer yourſelf to Him, that He may do 
with you, and in you, what He pleaſes. Let your 
principal Exerciſe be an abſolute Submiſſion m_ 
wnoie 
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whole Will of God; be ſubject, be entirely ſub- 
ject to it. To ſerve Him is to reign. 


Bs not lang adrefling. Remember Time is a 

precious Talent, that muſt be accounted for. Be 
not affected or expenſive in your Cloaths; and on 
the other Hand, be not dirty. Be dreſſed clean, 
ſo as to give no Offence, Let your Virtue, Can- 
dour, and Diſcretion, make you diſtinguiſhed, and 
not what you wear. They muſt be very deſtitute 


of. ſolid. Merit, who ſeck Piſlinction by Drebs and 
Equipage- 


| Never paſs the Morning without reading ſome 
fpiritual Book, ſuch as Thomas d Kempis, Jobn 
Arndt, or the like. Read little, but with Reliſh 
and Application. Read ſlowly, that you may profit 
by it: And when you come from Devotion, be 
careful not to diſſipate your Thoughts, but preſerve 
what you have received thereby, as a precious Ei- 

r, which you fear will be evaporated. The 
Fire kindles in Prayer; but it ſoon goes out, if it 
be not kept up the reſt of the Day. The Fuel you 
muſt feed it with, is frequent Recollection, and 
Ads of Love, Fhankfgiving, and Oblation of 
yourſelf to Gop; and (as it were) ſinking in- 
wards, to find Him there, who is the Center of 
your Soul. | 


Bur above all other Books, my Advice is, that 
you read the Holy Scripture, which will ſhew you 
rticularly, what Chriſtianity engages you to. 
it often: Make it your principal Study: Let 

it be daily Bread. You will learn there, from 
Chri Himſelf. what you muſt do, not to offend 
Him. You wilt ſce there, what He has done and 
fuffered for you, Your Religion is there in its 
Purity, Lou will be there encouraged by the Ex- 


amples 
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amples of the Patriarchs of the Old Law, as well 
as of thoſe, who were the firſt Pillars of Chriſti- 
anity; and therefore (my dear Child) I adviſe you 
not to paſs one Day, without reading a certain Por- 
tion of it. Sometimes you may read where the 
Book opens, but let your general Method be, to 
read it in Order, beginning where you left off laſt, 
that you may better underſtand its Beauties, and 
reliſh its Sweetneſſes. Read with Humility, not to 
appear knowing, but to edify and nouriſh your 
Soul; that you OY inſtructed in ou Du- 
ty, and what the Covenant which Gop has made 


with you, obliges you to. 


You may paſs your Afternoon at Work, and in 
viſiting your Friends: But never ſpend an After- 
noon without reſerving fome Part of it for Recol- 
letion'and Prayer. 


AT Night, examine yourſelf, and make an Act 
of Contrition : Then continue with Tranquility in 
the Preſence of Gop ”till you drop aſleep. This 
will make you reſt well. Riſe again in the ſame 
Diſpoſitions, and perſevere in this inward Peace of 
Gop, which paſſeth all Underſtanding. | 


IT muſt be a general Rule with you, to 'endea- 
your to ſuppreſs all vain and uſeleſs Thoughts, and 
{top the working of your Head, to preſerve that of 
your Heart. When many Reflections crowd upon 
your Mind, give them no Entertainment, but let 
them drop, that you may open your Heart to Gop. 
Continue the Day as you nm it, that ſo from 
Time to Time you may repoſe in Go. 


SECT. 
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Eyes againſt all outward 
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S& CT. NV. 
Concerning Mortification. 


like Paul, who was always bearing about in 
hrs the dying of the LoxD IEsUs, 2 Cor. iv. 10. 


As for the Eyes, which are a Source of number- 
leſs Sins, we may 8 theſe by ſhutting our 
bjects, that we may ga- 

ther the Force of the Mind inward, and apply it to 


E. RY Day deny yourſelf ſome Satisfaction, 


- Gop. We ſhould moreover mortify the Eyes, in 


refuſing them all Objects of mere Curioſity. This 
Kind of Mortification is very profitable, and can 
by no Means prejudice the ealth. 


Taz Tongue muſt be mortified, in refraining 
from ſaying any. "hong that may feed Vanity, or 
vent Enmity: We muſt keep a continual Guard 
upon our Lips, that we may not ſay what tends to 
our own Commendation, or our Neighbour's Diſ- 
paragement. The Taſte too muſt be mortified, by 
ref it what it moſt delights in, and uſing it to 
what it leaſt cares for: This may be done fo pri- 
vately, that No-body may perceive it; and with 
ſuch Diſcretion, that our Health be not impaired. 
The Hearing muſt be mortified, by rejecting all 
Flattery, and every Kind of Converſation that 
tends to corrupt the Heart; and it muſt be brought 
to delight itſelf in attending to the Word of Goo, 
and to the ſecret Whiſpers of his Spirit. 


Yov 
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You muſt ſubdue and mortify your Body, by 
renouncing all Delicacy and luxurious Eaſe, 
ſometimes by breaking your Reſt a little, to ſpend 
the Time in Devotion. But the true and principal 
Manner of chaſtizing the Body, which you may, 
and ought to do in all Times and Places, is to bear, 
for the Love of Gon, all the Inconveniences of 
Life which happen in the Order of his Providence; 
the Cold, the Heat, a bad Bed, a reſtleſs Night, 


ill Health, the Neglect of Perſons we live with, 


the Unhandineſs of Servants, the III-will of Men, 
their Scorn, and their Calumnies; in fine, our own 
Faults, and the Pain we fand in conquering our 
vicious Inclinations. 


THE moſt beneficial and difficult Humiliation is 
that which riſes from our own Follies, W retched- 
neſs, and Sins: But we mult bear it patiently, and 
proceed herein, as if for the Love of Gop, we had 
the Care of ſome Perſon infected with the Leproſy, 
whoſe Sores we were to waſh every Day, without 
being tired, or offended at his putrid Ulcers. 


IT is neceſſary then, my dear Child, that your 
Prayer be ever accompanied with a true and ſolid 
Mortification. Let us not deceive ourſelves, Prayer 
and Mortification are two Siſters, ſo eſſentially 
linked together, that when one diminiſhes, the 
other mult decay with it. Oftentimes Dryneſs, or 
Want of Devotion in Prayer, is occaſioned merely 
by Want of Mortification. God is ; and 
withdraws Himſelf, for the Puniſhment of our 
negleRing that Self-denial which He has command- 
cd. Make then daily, as I have directed you, this 
double 1 to 'Gow, in refuſing what pleaſes 
you moſt, and in doing what is repugnant to 
your natural * — Do not flatter yourſelf 
in this Point: Be ſincere with Gop, and perform 
Vox. XXXVIII H what 
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what you do for his Sake, as having no other View, 
but to pleaſe Him; for He regards the Intention, as 
much or more than the Action. 


Give yourſelf to Gop with an Heart upright, 
ſincere, and diſengaged : Mortify and deny yourſelf 
continually. When you find your Inclinations 
. tending towards the Creatures, and your Mind and 
Heart taken with them, you muſt return to Gop 
with an humble Confidence, dropping the worldly 
Thoughts, and enduring the Pain they give you; 
fo as to continue in Tranquility before Gop. But 
avoid, as much as poſſible, the Occaſions of Sin, 
and die to all the little Satisfactions and Deſires of 
Talkativeneſs and Curioſity. 


Do not make yourſelf uneaſy for the Troubles, 
Temptations, and continual Viciſſitudes, to which 
human Nature is ſubject, but bear them meckly, 
and accuſtom yourſelf to Peace and Tranquility of 
Spirit. 

You ought to do every Thing in the Order of 
Gop, and for Gop's Sake; and to regard every 
Thing that happens, as the Appointment of Gop, 
as the Manifeſtation of his Will, which to fulfill 
in the preſent Moment, ſhould be as the Food of 
your Soul. Mind not what others think to be bet- 
ter or more holy : The Order of Gop manifeſted 
in the Courſe of his Providence, muſt be the only 

Rule of your Conduct. 


- Keep always an inward Solitude, without which 
the outward is unprofitable. By an inward Soli- 
tude, I mean, that you ſhould ſhut out the Thoughts 
of the World and JH that your Mind may be 


vacant to Gop: But you ſhould not diſturb 5 
my : 


* > 


without Vanity. 


them Company. Chuſe for your Friends, Perſons 
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ſelf for Things that come into your Mind againſt 


your Will. 


ALL that we deſire with Paſſion and Eagerneſs, 
is not of Gop. Go dwells in Peace. 


(@DDDDDRDIDEDDCDDCDDY 


SEC Vs 
Some Rules for Converſation. 


OUR Converſation ſhould be mild, -with 
good Breeding, and without Debate. Be 
never obſtinate in an Argument, but give 

Way freely: Make no Perſon uneaſy, and bear 
with the Faults of others. | 


Neve talk of your Neighbour, but to his Ad- 
vantage; and as much as you can, take the Part of 
the Abſent, who is evil ſpoken of. Judge No- body, 
and be backward to believe ill Reports. Speak ſim- 
ply the Truth, without Exaggeration. 


Ler your Converſation be free and chearful, but 


Avoid Flatterers, and thoſe who commend you. 


Think them your true Friends, who tell you of 


your Faults; and be aſſured, that ny who com- 
mend them, mean only to make a Jeſt of you. 


Never make a Friendſhip with Perſons that 
take too great Freedoms: Don't ſo much as keep 


of Piety and good Senſe: ” them full Liberty 
_— : to 


* 
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to tell you of your Faults, and be pleaſed with 


them for ſo doing, without which (take what 
Pains you pleaſe beſides) you will never be truly 


good. 


 NzveR break with your Friends, unleſs they 
ve vicious; in which-Caſe, you ſhould not have 
zun a Friendſhip. 


Never ſuffer Men to take any Freedom with 

ou, but carry yourſelf with Gravity towards them, 
Dow receive frequent Viſits from any Man. Ne- 
ver give Room to ſuſpect that you give any Prefe- 
rence in your Heart, which good Breeding odliges 
you to conceal: But being civil to all Men, be fa- 
miliar with none. Never be alone with a Man, 
nor give any an Opportunity of ſay ing what you 
ought not to hear. Guard well the Avenues of 
your Heart: If once the Bank be broke down, you 
cannot hinder an Inundation. 


Give Alms to your Subſtance. Viſit 
the Sick. Be particularly careful bf the Poor. 
Comfort the Afflicted, and afflict No-body. Let 
all your Works be done with Diftretion and 
Charity. 


Bx meek and peaceable: Have no odd Humours. 

Never blame without Reaſon, that when you have 
| Reaſon, you ay be more minded. Never reprove 

- with Paſſion. Treat your Servants with great 
Firmne6, and with Love, but with little Famili- 
arity. When they ate ſick, don't put them out of 
our Houſe, if you can help it; but if their Diſeaſe 
ſuth as makes a Removal , feeten it 
y kind Treatment, and plentiful Provifion for 
| elſewhere. Remember that your own Servants 
e he firſt Title to your Charity, | 


Hurt 
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HurT No- body, not even in Spirit; and ſpeak 


not what you think may make any Body uneaſy. 


Be ready to pardon Injuries, and give no one Oc- 
caſion to practiſe that Virtue upon your Account. 
Never make a Jeft of any Body, it is a notable 
grievous Sin. 


In fine, my Daughter, often implore the Aſſiſ- 
tance of Gop; and if you follow theſe Directions, 
you will be happy in this World, and in the next. 


End of the DzvoTI0NaL Tracts. 
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* HAT there is a PROVIDENCE 
1. From poſitive Aſſertions in 
ture: The Lon p dooketh from Heaven, 
. He beboldeth all the Sons of Men : Tren 
the Place yn I He hokath 
all the Inhabitants of the Earth; He faſbioneth 
4 Hearts alike; He 1 all their Hure, 
Palm xxxiii. 13, 14, 18. The £yes of the Loup 
are in every Place, be the Evil and the Good, 
Prov, xv. xv. 2 Behold the Fnwls of the Air, for they 
ſow not, —— . nor gather into Barns; 
theme Are ye not h- 


2. From 
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2. FRom Govp's claiming the Work of Provi- 
dence to Himſelf. When the Loxp anſwereth 


Fob out of the Whirlwind, how doth He challenge 
to Himſelf a ſupreme Agency in and over the Crea- 
tures ? e (faith He) provided for the Raven hi; 
Food? Job xxxviii. 41. And in Iſaiah lv. 5. 
I 'form the Light, and create Dartneſs : I make Peace, 
and create Evil: I the LoRD do all theſe Things. 


3. From Expoſtulations and Reproofs, ground- 
ed on the Conſideration of Divine Providence. 80 
Pſalm I. 21, 22. Theſe Things haſt thou done, and 
I hept Silence; "thou thoughteft that I was altogether 
ſuch à one as thyſelf : But I will reprove thee, and 
fet them in Order before thy Face, Now conſider 
this, ye that forget Gop, ft I tear you in Pieces, 
and there be none to deliver. So likewiſe in P/aln 
xciv. 8, 9, 10. Underſtand, O ye brutiſh among}? the 
People: Aid ye Fools, when will ye be wiſe? He 
that planted the Ear, ſhall He not hear? He that 
Formed the Eye, ſhall He not fee ? He that choſtiſeth 
the Heatheu, all He not correct? He that teacheth 
Vn Knowledge, ſhall He not know ? 


4. FRomM Prayers made to Gop. The Scrip- 
ture hath no Altar for an unknown Gop. We 
are not taught to pray to Fortune, to our own 
Wills, Saints, or Angels: None of theſe are the 
Father which is in Heaven, whoſe is the Kingdom, 
the Power, and the Glory, The Prayers of Saints 
are Demonſtrations that they acknowledged a Pro- 
- vidence on Earth, who were ever looking up in 
Prayer to the GoD of Heaven. See Exra viii. 21, 
22, 31. Neh. ii. 4+ with Rom. i. 10. | | 


Fon further clearing up the Point, I ſhall, l. 
- Lay down other Arguments. 2. Reply to ſome 
ObjeRions. rt 
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Tusk Arguments may be drawn, Firſt, from 
Go D Himſelf. * 


For, 1. The Titles given Him, are Implica- 
tions of the I hing. He is JEHovan, who gives 
the Creatures their Being and Operation, As xvii. 
28. He 1s the Fudge of all the Earth, Gen. xviii. 
25. He is the King of ail the Earth, Pſalm xlvii. 7. 
He is the the Firſt Cauſe; I will leur the Heavens, 
and the Heavens ſbull hear the Earth, &c. Ha. ii. 21. 
To deny then his Providence, is to take up the 
Bucklers againſt theſe no lefs glorious, than true 
Appellations of His. 


Bur, 2. His Attributes of Power, Goodneſs, 
Wiſdom, Juſtice, are ſo many Demonſtrations of 
his Providence: For all theſe are not dormant; 
theſe are richly interwoven in the Works of Provi- 
dence. The Scripture ſaith, For this Purpoſe have 
[ raiſed thee up, that I might ſhew my Power in thee, 
Rom. ix. 17. Thou art good, and Thou deft. good, 
Plalm cxix. 68. O Loxp, how manifold are thy 
Works! in Wiſdom haſt Thou made them all: The 
Earth is full of thy Riches, Plalm civ. 24. Gop 
is the Judge; He putteth down one, and ſetteth up 
another, Plalm Ixxv. 7. | 


LasTLY, God's Creation of the World doth 


infer his Providence: For, 


1. He is called the faithful Creator, 1 Pet. iv. 19. 
The Loxp leaves not the ſtately Houſe of the 
World, after He hath erccted it. nag 


2. Mortvrs for Support and Conſolation, are 
couched in Gop's Creation of the World; fo that 
they who have an Intereſt in Gop, may hope for 
a Diſplay of his Attributes in his Government = 
© | ; | 
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the World: So in Iſaiab xl, 28, 29. Haff thou not 
known, haſt thou net heard, that the everlaſting Gov, 
the Creator of the Earth, fainteth net, neither is He 


weary ? 


3- THERE is an indiſſoluble Knot betwixt the 
Lokp's creating and governing the World; for 
what is Providence, but a Kind of continued Cre- 
ation? and therefore that Word is uſed to ſet forth 
Providence in Scripture: Pſalm li. 10. and civ. 30, 

ab xliii. 7. Again, to acknowledge Gop the 

Yreator, and not the Governor, is to rob the Loxp 


of his Glory; againſt which Robbery He vebe - 


mently proteſteth, 7/aiah xlii. 8. 


LasTLy obſerve, in Iſaiah xlv. the ſame Gov 
who made the Earth, and created Man upon it, 
raiſed up Cyrus, and proſpered him. There is no 
Reaſon then to break the Band of Alliance betwixt 
Creation and Providence, which the Loxp jointly 
appropriateth to Himſelf, Fer. xxvii. 5, ©. 


Secondly, FRoM Providence itſelf. There is an 
intrinſick Light in Providence, by which it is ſeen. 
But aſt now the Beaſts, and they ſhall teach thee; and 
the Fowls of the Air, and they ſhall tell thee; or ſpeak 
to the Earth, and it ſhall teach thee, and the Fiſhes of 
the Sea ſball declare unto thee : Who knoweth not in 
all theſe, the Hand of the Loxp bath wrought this? 


Job xii. 7, 8, 9. 


THERE are four Things obſervable ; all of which 
confirm the Teſtimony of Providence. 


Tux Fir is, the admirable and wiſe Diſpoſition 
of Things. The Creatures know their Ranks; ſo 
P/jaim Ixxiv. 16, 17. The Day i: Dine, the Night 
alſo is Thine; Thaw % prepared the Light and tht 


Sun; 
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= KF Thou haſt ſet all the Borders of the Earth ; 

Thou haſt made Summer and Winter. The Words 
| not only declare an exact Order in Naturals ; but 
© BY likewiſe imply a rich Diſplay of Wiſdom, in the 
Viciflitudes and Succeſſions of Diſtreſſes and Delt- 
verances, which are wiſely timed by the Providence 
of Gop for his People. | 


THz Second Thing particular in the Providence 
of God, is, the extraordinary Viſibility of it in 
ſome Matters. Providence often mounts above the 
Reaſon of ſecond Cauſes. Thus the Centurion, and 
they that were with him, watching Jeſus, when 
they ſaw the Earthquake, and what was done, 
feared greatly, ſaying, Truly this was the Son of 
Go, Matt: XXVii. 54. | 
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Third, Tus wonderful Adequateneſs and Pro- 
portion of a Diſpenſation. An Inſtance for this is 
that in Judges i. 6, 7. As I have done (ſaith Ade- 
nibezeck) ſo GOD hath requited me. 
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Fourth, Tus Correſpondency of a Diſpenſation 
with Divine Predictions. So the railing up of Cy- 
rut, Exzekh. i. 1, 2, 3, 4. compared with J/azab 
xliv. 28. and xlv. 13. So the Jews under their 
Calamities might behold the convincing Hand of 
Providence; when their Lan is, Like as the 
Lok Def Hoſts thought to do unto us, according to our 
Ways, and according to our Doings ; fo hath He dealt 
with us, Zech. i. 6. And not only the cruſhing 

' Diſpenſations by the Babylonian, conſidered in Con- 
junction with the Threatnings of the Prophets, 
carry a convincing Light in them; but likewiſe 
thoſe by the Romans, foretold by Daniel, and more 
nearly intimated by. our Saviour, Matt. xxiv. 15, 
16. Luke xxiii. 28, 29, 30. 


Vol. XXXVIII. I Third, 


7 % a. wn 


ws % © 


98 A Proſpect of 

Third, From the Abſurdities of the contrary. 
1. If there are evil Angels, and theſe fo malicious 
and miſchievous as the Word of Gop affirmeth; 
theſe would mar the of all, and turn all 
into Heaps of Confuſion, were there not a curbing 
Providence, as is fully declared Fob i. and ii. and 
Matt. viii. 31, 32. In both which Places Men 
may behold Beelzebub with his Companions in the 
Chains of Providence. 


2. Tix Checks of Conſcience, and Fears on 
the Spirits of Men, would be but a falſe Fire, and 
groundlefs Fancy, if there were not a Providence; 
and this is contrary to that of the Apoſtle, in Rom. 
ii. 15. where he ſpeaks of an accuſing Conſcience 
in the very Heathens, who ſtood in Awe of 
a Deity, or a Providence controlling them, and pu- 
niſhing them for their Miſdeeds. 


3. A Gap to Atheiſm, and all Manner of Pro- 
faneneſs, would be by a Denial of God's 
Providence: If this Deep be broken up, no Won- 
der if a Deluge of Ungodlineſs follow. What the 
Apoſtle doth infer from the Denial of the Reſur- 
rection, will the firſt Uſe of ſuch a wicked Doc- 
trine, 1 Cor. xv. 32. Let us eat and drink, for Jo- 
morrow we die : But ſurely Humanity, much more 
Chriſtianity, dictates otherwiſe. 


* 
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CHAP, I. 


HOUGH the Doctrine of Providence be 
written with a Sun- —_— yet there are ſome 
Miſts and Fogs, by Reaſon whereof, ſome 

ae ready to queſtion the Truth of it. 


Tux great and common Objection is, the ſeem- 
ing Confuſion in the World by Reaſom of the Fury 
and Tyranny of fome wicked Men, who proſper 
in their Attempts; and not only Heathens of the 
wild Common of the World, but others of the 
enclaſed Garden of the Loa p, have hereupon been 
ſtaggered; as Pſalm lxxiii. 2, 3. 

I HALL not la reply to this Objection :- 
But let it be 7 


1. WHATEVER there is of Diforder or Confu- 
ſen, is not to be charged on the Lon n, who is 
nt the Author of Confuſion, 1 Cor. xiv. 33. 


2. THERE is a Wiſe and et Methad of 
God in all the Diſorders and Confuſions of Men. 
Providence i is in the Head of the Creatures, obſerv- 
ing a goodly Order, when the Creatures to our Ap- 
prehenſion keep neither Rank nor File. A ſerious 
arch then being made into the Diſorders of Men, 
it will be ſo far from diſt the Throne of 

Providence, that it will clear up the Eye of Faith, 
o behold the Lozp "mot ou and ſceptring it 
over the proudeſt and outrage ous W 


- 
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of the World. I ſaw the Lok fitting upon 4 
Throne, ſaith the Prophet, Iſaiab vi. 1. and yet in 
the ſame Chapter we read, how Cities were 10 be 
waſted, without an Inhabitant, and the —_ with- 
out Men, and the Land to be utterly deſolate, Verſe 11. 
The ſame Prophet hath a Divine Treatiſe on this 
Subject, in the tenth Chapter, where indeed the 
Prophet plays the Caſuiſt, and giveth Satisfaction 


* 


to the Doubt. 


THERE are ſome other Objections, which the 
Weaknels or Perverſeneſs of Man doth ſtart from 
Places of Scripture. 


ONE TO of Scripture is, Zech. i. 15. For 1 
was but a little diſpleaſed, and they he orward 
— ant 


NoTHING elſe can rationally be inferred hence, 
but an Aggravation of the Fury and Cruelty of the 
Church's Enemies; they intended, hoped, and en- 
deavoured, an utter Extirpation of the Church, 
when Gop intended a Purgation. This made 
Gop as angry with thoſe He ſet on Work, as them 
againſt whom they were employed: So different is 
his Mind, and Man's, in inflicting the ſame Pu- 
niſhment. | ES 


ANOTHER Objection may be from 2 Cor. ive 4. 
where Satan is called the God of this World. 


He, who is worſhipped, obeyed, dreaded by 
ſome as a God, is ſtill a limited il. He who 
hath Sinners at his Nod, is ftill at the Beck of the 
Loxp. The common Hangman hath not the 
Power of Life and Death, becauſe he is the Sheriff's 
Under-Officer. The Devil is an Executioner of 
Divine Wrath, but no abſolute Lord. Paul never 
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meant otherwiſe; for he acknowledgeth the Lozn 
as Supreme; who, though He permit Satan to 


work in the World, is ſtill above him; yea, there- 
fore above him, becauſe He doth permit bim. 


LASTLY, that in 1 Cor, ix. g. Dath Gon take 
Care for Oren may be abjetted. 


Tur Apaſtle doth nat deny Providenge with: 
Reſpect 12 3 (for that is plainly „ 


dcripture, Exod. ix. 3. Pſalm viii. 7. Pſalm civ. 
14-) but his Purpoſe is to back the Doctrine of 
miniſterial Maintenance from thence; and that, as 
. en held forth by the labouring Ox, who had 

e Privilege to be without a Muzzlez- or rather 
b arguing a fortior;, thus: Doch Gop take Care 
or Oxen? He doth: And therefore, if the Lonp 
would have Equity obſerved towards the labour-- 
ing much more ſhould they, who la- 
dour in the Lon p, have double Honour. The 
Lon p values a good Miniſter mere than Oren; 
though ſome Men, worſe than Beaſls, value their 
Oxen more than their Miniſter. The Place then 
being thus underſtood, is a Proof for the Doctrine 
of Providence: For the great Lozp of the World 
hath an Eye, in his Providence, on the very dumb» 


| Beaſts, who have Gop for their Speaker. 
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CHAP. II. 


ROVIDENCE, as upholding the Creatures, 
ny be conſidered, Fa With Reſpect to their 


B. VMeb, ix. % xxxiil. 4. Palm 
tiv. 30. Art a . Wa Lare o 
3 | their: 
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their Well-beings, P/alm cv. 37. Pſalm exliv. 12, 
13, 14+ | 


Orrosrrx to this Conſideration of Providence, 
is Providence conſidered as deſerting. As there is 
Providence upholding, ſo there is Providence with- 
holding its Influence: Thou (faith the Pſalmi/t) 
hideft thy Face, they are troubled: Thou takeft away 
their Breath, they die, and return to their Duſt, 
Palm civ. 29. | 


Deser T1NG Providence reſpects, 1. The Being 
of Things, as ſuch, Pſalm xc. 5. Fer. lii. 13. 
Dan. v. 30, 31- — 2. The Well-being. Egypr 
is to be a Kingdom, but a baſe or low one, Exel. 


XXix. 14. Mepbibeſbeth a Man, but a maimed or 


lame one, 2 Sam. iv. 4. 


AGain, Providence as g _— may be con- 
ſidered, 1. By Way of Motion, Direction, and 
Ordination of the Motion to ſuch Ends as Gop 
intends, As xvii. 28. 1 Kings xi. 14. Ezra i. 1. 
Gen. I. 20. —— 2. By Way of Inhibition, or 


checking the Creatures in their Operations. And 


this is, 1. Abſolute, or eminently controlling them, 
Errod. xi. 7. Exod. xiv. 22. 2 Kings xix. 32. 
Dan. iii. 29. and vi. 22, 23. John xix. $6; — 
2. Comparative, or in Part, 2 Chron. xii. 7, 8. 
Rev. ii. 10. 


ProviDENCE, in Regard of the Manner how 
it is converſant about its Objects, is variouſly di- 
ſtinguiſhed. In the firſt Place, it is effective, or 
permiſſive. | 

Tux former reſpecteth the Production or bring- 
ing forth of whatever hath a real or proper Being. 

Tur 


& * 


MS ao Dex aA > 0þ 0c om mw _.Av.a 


Divine Providence. 103 

Tux latter reſpects the Irregularity, or ing 
aſide from the Rule of Righteouſneſs; and the — 
inherent, or adherent to the Nature, Motions, Ac- 
tions, of intelligent Natures, whether Angels or 
Men. This permiſſive Providence is not a moral 
Conceſſion, or warranting what is done; but a not 
hindering, or not putting forth of a Force inhibitive 
or curbing, 


- 


AGAIN, Providence is, 1. Ordinary, which 
keeps the uſual Order both in Naturals and Spiri- 
tuals: See Pſalm Xix. 4, 5, 6. Fer. xxxi. 35, 36, 
37. Rom. x. 17. 


2. EXTRAORDINARY, which is oppoſite to the 
former, as Fohn x. 12, 13. 2 Kings xx. 9, 10, 11. 
Alt ix. 3, 4, 5+ a 


I M1GHT diſtinguiſh ——— Providence 
into that which is, 1. Properly miraculous. 2. Re- 
markably wondrous. EF may ſet forth this by an 
Inſtance: For a Child to — a ſtrong Man to 
the Ground, and that by grappling with him Hand 
to Hand, may well be interpreted miraculous; there 
being no Proportion of Strength in the Child, to 
that of a mighty Man. And yet ſuppoſe the Man 
is ſitting according to a tottering Poſture in a Chair, 
ſo that his Body is in equal Poiſe, a ſmall Puſh of 
a Child ſends him headlong to the Ground, In 
like Manner Providence, by a wonderful Conjunc-/ 
tion of weak Means in themſelves, and by o 

tune Application of Means, brings forth a Work 
very glorious. 


| LasTLy, Providence is diſtinguiſhed into im- 
mediate and mediate» 29 
I. IMMEDIATE 


the Heavens, the Heavens the Earth, the Earth the 
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_ 1» IMMEDIATE excludes the Interpoſition of 
Means, Inftruments which Gop uſeth at other 
Times; as when the Lozp Himſelf preached to 
Adam, Gen, iii, 9. Meſes lives, but not by the 
Uſe of the Creatures, Exod. xxcxiv. 28. 


2. MEpiaTe, when the Lord uſeth Means, 
1.) More common or general, as the Angels for 
their Miniſtry ; the Heavens and the Earth, for 
Corn, Wine, and Oil. 2 More particularly 
deſtined for ſuch Ends, 1/arah xxxviii, 21. Al 
X. 5, ©. the Angel will not there take away Peter's 
Work; he willeth Cornelius to ſend for Simon Peter 
(not Simon the Tanner) for his Teacher. 


Ws may farther conſider Providence, in Regard 
of the End, Iſſues, and Events. 1 


enn ani bine, an that is 


the Glory of Gop; or intermediate, which is the 


Good of Creatures. So the Heavens and the Earth 


are Caterers for Jearecl, and that to the Logp's 


bearing the Heavens and 
N. ii. 21, 22. 


AGAIN, The lives of Providence are ſometimes 


by Way of furthering Things, fo that the ordina 
particular End is gin : $0 when GoD 


Corn, and the Wine and Oil, and hear 7ez- 
rial, Hoſ. ii. 21, 22. | = 7 


On, Secendy, by Way of daſhing Things, not- 


' withſtanding a Probability of ſuch and ſuch Ends, 
though not of ſuch Ends as Providence intendeth. 


'THERE 


Glory, whoſe Bounty and Mercy are diſplayed in 
* 22 — 


Feen 
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THERE are other ſubordinate Conſiderations of 
it, yet reducible to ſome of the fore-mentioned 
Heads. What thoſe other Conſiderations are, I 
may only point at. | 


PROVIDENCE then may be conſidered as direct 
and collateral. An Inſtance for the former, is the 
Lokp's ſtirring up Cyrus, in order to the Delivery 
of his People, Ezra i. An Illuftration of the latter, 
may be the Philiſtines invading the Land; which 
(at leaſt in Regard of any ſuch Thing intended by 
them) was a By-blow tor David's Deliverance, 
1 Sam. xxili. 26, 27. 


AGAIN, Providence may be conſidered as more 
plain and obvious, ſo that he who runs may read; 
or more dark and intricate. Moreover, it may be 
conſidered as ſingle, or in Part; and as copulative, 
as when the whole of a Buſineſs is laid together. 


'LASTLY, It may be conſidered, as concealing 
for a Time; or revealing, bringing Things to 
Light. Theſe and the like Conſiderations being 
exemplified in the following Pages, I forbear En- 
largement here. 2 „ 


KN CO 
CHAP. IV. 


HE Extent of Providence appeareth divers 
Ways. 


« - ® : 


1. FRom expreſs Aſſertions in Scripture: So 
Nth, ix; 6, Thou, even Thou, art * 
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Thou haſt mags the Heaven, the Heaven of Heaven: 
with all 0 Hoſts, "av Earth and 2 Things 2 
and T hou preſerveſt them all, and t of Heaven 
er e Thee. In the Ark, 8 Ars took 
Care of Neab in the Ark, but of the Creatures: It 
is an obſervable Expreſſion which is in Gen. viii. 1. 
And Gon remembered Noah and every living Thing, 
aud all the Cattl: that was with him in the Ark. To 
this add, what the Loxp Himſelf aſſerteth to this 
Purpoſe in the 38th, 39th, 40th, and 41ſt Chap- 

ters of Jab. 


2. From Gon; without whoſe Will (the Will 

of Purpoſe, not of Precept) nothing comes to paſs: 
Ae nat tius Sparretus (faith Chrift) [old for a Har- 
thing? And net ene of them ſhall fall to the Ground 
rutheut your Father, Matt. x. 29. V is be that 
faith, and it comath ts paſi, when the LORD com- 


. From the Creatures ; which becauſe they 
are Creatures, are dependent on the Firſt Cauſe. 
. Theſe (ſaith the Plalmiſt) wait ail h Thee, that 

Thou ma give them their Meat in due Seaſon, 
Palm civ. 27. 


4. FRoM the Connection of Providence with 
Creation. Providence (as was intimated before) 
is a Kind of continued Creation. Gop not only 
gives the Creatures their Beds to lie on, but (bear 


with the Phraſe) makes their Beds. As Creation 
therefore is extenſive to the Creatures without Ex- 


ception, ſo likewiſe is the Loxp's upholding and 
governing them to his own Glory. 


Vain then is the Conceit of thoſe, who though 


they allow a Providence, yet contract it in Regard 


af the Object; e 
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the more noble of the Creatures, and not to others. 
Whatever Philoſophy dictates, true Divinity teach- 
eth otherwiſe. J/hatſorver the Lok p plenſed, that 
did He in the Heaven, and in the Earth; in the Seas, 
and in all deep Places, Pſalm cxxxv. 6. 


Henn is a large Field for Contemplation. Pro- 
vidence, which reacheth to all Things, and teacheth 
Man to eye Gop in every Thing. There are five 


Ax. Paths of Providence, which I ſhall point 


1. Tas Path which Providence makes through 
the Heads and Hearts of Men, in civil as well 'as 


ſacred Things. 


2. Tux Way of Providence through the Mire 
of Mens Sins. 


3. Tur ftraight Road of Providence, notwith- 
funding. the many Lanes, Windings, and Turn- 


ings of Contingencies. 


4. Tur fable Walk of Providence to Golgatha, 
or Place of Skulls. 


5. Tut Way of Providence in Matters * 
ſmaller Moment. 


SECT. I. 


THraT the Providence of Gop reacheth to the 
Wills of Men, is queſtioned by ſome; but truly aſ- 


erted by others, and that according to Scripture : 


For, 1. They who ſeem to be moſt arbitrary 


in the World, are yet in Subjection to * 


108 A Proſpet of 


The Great Ones of the World owe Homage to the 
Great LokD of the World; __ they are Lord; 
of Men, yet not of Providence. Salomon, who faith 
of a King, He doth whatſoever pleaſeth him, Ecclel. 
viii. 3. faith alſo, The King's Heart is in the Hand 
of the LoRD, as the Rivers of Mater; He ww 
it whither ſoever He will, Prov. xxi. 1. 


2. Taz Reaſon why Men take this or that 
Courſe, is in ſome Reſpect attributed to the Provi- 
dence of Gop, as over-ruling. Sampſon is for 2 


Timnab Damſel; his Parents knew that it was , 


the LoRD, that he ſought an Occaſion againſt the Phi- 
liſtines, Judges xiv. 4. Saul went Home to Gilead, 

and there went with him a Body 7 Men whoſe Heart: 
Gop had touched, 1 Sam. x. 26. 


3. Taz Prayers of Saints imply the Truth of 
this Aﬀertion. Gop Almighty give you Mercy le. 
fore the Man, that he may ſend away your other Bro- 
ther, and Benjamin, ſaith Jacob to his Sons, who 
were now ſetting forward to Egypt, Gen. xliii. 14. 


4. Turn are clear Inſtances of Goy's inclining 

and turning the Hearts of Men, contrary to their 
natural Biaſs, and probable Inducements, which 
{way them another Way. Laban lays not violent 
Hands on Jacob, though Covetouſneſs and Fury 
might edge him on ſo to do, Gen. xxxi. 7, 29 
Eſau had an inveterate Hatred againſt Jaceb; and 
howbeit he is kind and courteous, Gen. xxxiii. 4. 
The Lord gave the Hraelites Favour in the Sight 
of the Egyptians, Exod. xii. 36. 


5. THE Providence of God is converſant abou 
the Senſes of Men. The hearing Ear and the ſeein; 
ye, the Lox p hath made even bath of them, Pro 


XX. 12. | Notable Inſtances there are of the mar- 
yellous 


— 
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yellous Extent of Providence to the Eyes and Ears 
of Men: Witneſs the Soadomites Blindneſs, Gen. 
xix. 11. The Syrians were led by the Prophet to 
Samaria, 2 Kings vi. 18. In like Sort the Loxp 
is ſaid to make the Hoſt of the Syrians to hear a 
Noiſe of Chariots, and a Noiſe of Horſes, even the 
Noiſe of a great Hoſt, 2 Kings vii. 6. Now Pro- 
vidence, which thus walketh in the Porch of Mens 
Senſes, walks from thence into the Parlour of their 
Underſtandings, Wills, Affections. There is a 
natural Intercourſe betwixt this lower and upper 
Houſe of Man. | Reaſon not only takes a true, but 
even a falſe Alarm of the Senſes, as in the Place laſt 
mentioned: The King of Iſrael (ſaid the Syrians 
one to another) hath hired againſt us the Kings of 
the Hittites, and the Kings of the Egyptians, to come 
upon us: WW herefore they aroſe and fled, 2 Kings 


vii. 6, 7 


6. Tux conſiderable Revolutions and Changes 
in the World, depend on Mens Hearts. What is 
ſtated and accorded at this Council-Board, hath a 
conſiderable Influx on the Aﬀairs of Nations and 
Kingdoms. Abaſurrus's Heart is towards Efther, - 
Chap. v. 2. and what a Change follows both in 
Court and Country? Let Darius be won to own 
Daniel's Gop, and what a Change is there in his 
Dominions ? 


LET us now obſerve the Conſequences from the 
— 45 of Providence, as reſpecting the Hearts of 
en. 0 


Ax p 1. How abſurd is the Conceit of thoſe who 
would have Men exempted from the Influx of Pro- 
vidence? The Creatures of a lower Form are under 
the Law of Providence, and that too in Reference 
to Man, P/alm civ. 14. And are not Men much 

Vor. XXXVIII. K bettet 


110 . A ProſpeR f 
2 Ga they? 1 ches There is little 

n then, to deny ion of the eſt 
Men to the controlling Providence of 3 
niel preached no ſuch ine at Court; he aſſerts 
before Be{/hazzar, The Gop in whoſe Hand thy 
Breath is, and whoſe are all thy Ways, haſt thou nit 
gleri Dan. V. 2.3, 


2. Tuxxz is Reaſon to eye Gop's Providence 
eyen them when Mens Hearts are filled with Fury, 
True it is, God inſtilleth no Venom into their 
Hearts; but yet there is a wife and righteous Hand 
of Providence in this. Men would do well there- 
fore, not only to look upward to Gop, but alſo 
* on their Souls, and backward on their Lives; 

1 they not ery out then, Men have done 
« us but Gop hath done us Right?“ The 
Sons of Belial are injurious, but the Hand of Pro- 
vidence is righteous. 


3. Ir is a pious and * Court to begin 
with God, when we have to do with Men: So 
did Efther ; ſhe faſts, and her Maidens, and the 

ews in before the makes her Addreſs to 
Abaſuerus, Efther iv. 16, And ſurely there-is En- 
couragement ſo to do; for the Loxd can work 
more s than we can ine, on the Hearts 
of Men: Sometimes He ſtrikes out Sparks of Fity 
from flinty Hearts, Pſalm cvi. 46. He made them 
a lh te hep tied of all thoſe that carried them So 
A other Times, He awes, ſtartles, and brings to 
great Things by Fears, which take Hold on 
bie Souls, Toſh. ii. 11. Ads XXii. 29. 


ar to 3 the Tribute of Praiſe i is. due 


rel what of Providence is diſplayed in the Convey- 


ance of Mercies by 4 Tough 9 
at 
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that Way, on the Hearts of Men on Earth. Da- 
vid hath a Song for God's delivering him out of 
the Hands of Saul, 2 Sam. xi. Now one Way of 
David's Delivery, was by an Acceſs of Providence 
to Saul's Heart, 1 Sam. xxvi. 25, The ſame Man 
of Gop hath left Records of Gop's Providence in 
his Deliverance from Achiſh, who looked on Da- 
vid as a Mad-man, and fo lighted him without 
making ſure Work with him. Au/tin relates, how 
1 — Loſs of his Way, be found his Safety in 
eſcaping the bloody Denati/ts, who had Way- laid 


FEST. © 
Tux Providence of Cop reacheth to the Sins of 
Men; ſo, that it cannot truly be impeached 
with Pollution. I ſhall lay down ſome Arguments 


in the general for proving this, and then add ſome 
rojer eee from thence. | 


AND 1. The puniſhing of Sin with Sin, is 
aſcribed to Gop, and owned by Him. Thus 
Exel. xiv. 9. And if the Prophet be decerved when 
be hath ſpoken a Thing, I the Lord have deceived 
that Prophet; and I will flretch out my Haud upon 
him, and will deflroy. him from my People Iſrael, 
Rom, i. 24. Wherefore Gop alſo gave them up to 
Uncleannefs, through the Luſts of their own Hearts, 
to diſhonour their own Bodies between themſelves. 
2 The. ii. 11. And for this Cauſe He. ball ſend them 
Hrong Deluftons, that they /bould believe @ Lye. 


2. The handing Good through the Sins of Men, 
s the Work of Providence. The Good handed, 
is, (1.) Spiritual: So the Death of Chri/, with the 


meſtimable Benefits flowing from thence, is ſet for- 
ward by the Sin of the Jews: Him being _ 
N 2 
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by the determinate Counſel and Foreknowledge of Gon, 
ye have taken, and by wicked Hands have crucified 
and flain, Acts ii. 23, —— 7 Temporal Good 
is brought about this 9 05 eph acknowledgeth 
fo, Gen. xlv. 7, 8, 9. We read in 1 Sam. xxx. 
13, 14, 15, how the barbarous Cruelty of an 4- 
malekite towards his ſick Servant, was an Introduc- 
tion to the Recovery of Captives and Goods, which 
the e A carried away from Zitlag. Thus 
the Proteſtants of Beziers, in France, were won- 
derfully preſerved: A drunken Drummer going to 
his Quarters at Mid-night, rings out the Alarm- 
Bell of the Town, and at that very Inſtant the 
Enemies were at the Wall ſeeking to ſurprize it. 


3- Ir God's Providence did not reach to Sinners, 
his Government would be little or no Government; 
for the teſt Part of Men in the World are ſuch, 
in whoſe Hearts Sin hath had its Regency. This 
then were to contract the ſupreme Regency of 
Chrift, who rules in the Midſt of his Enemies, 
Pſalm cx. 2. So 


SECT. III. 


T $HALL premiſe a few Things, before I prove 
the Extent of Providence to Contingents. Contin- 
gent Things are ſuch, as in themſelves conſidered, 
may act or fall out this Way or that. 


ConTINGENTS may be conſidered as ſingle, or 
complicated; ſo that there is a Combination or 
Conjunction of them. An Example hereof is Jo- 
feph's Caſe: There was an Heap of Contingencies, 
if we conſider, his Father's ſending him to his Bre- 
thren, or not ſending him; his Brethren's ſo acting 


as they did, or not acting; the hmacites paling 
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at that Time, or not paſſing by; their buy in 

. or not buying him: Moreover it is Raid, FE 
ſeph was caſt into the Pit, and the Pit was empty, 
there was no Water in it, Gen. xxxvii. 24. at 
there was a Pit there nigh at Hand; and that this 
Pit, which was receptive of Water, and probably 
deſtined for that End, was now without W ater, 
is alt „ Here we have a Chain of Cog- 
tingencies, ſome Links whereof will contribute to 
the Proof of the Matter in Hand, in what now fol- 
loweth, both by Way of Argument and Inftrucy 
tion. 


Firſt then, Tux the Scripture plainly aſſerts tha 
Extent of Providence to contingent Matters. So- 
mon, who had made a deep Search both into the 
1 vc of Creation and Providence, atteſteth this: 

at, 


* 


1. Wirk Reſpect to volun Contin 
Prov. xvi. 1. The Preparations ofthe Hear i an, 


and the Anſwer of the Tongue, is from the Loxn- 
Men think to bring forth this and that Diſh on the 
Table, and in this or that Order: But there is a 
wiſe controlling Providence; ſuch and ſuch Diſhes 
come not on the Table, or not in that Order as; 
was intended. * s 


2. Wir Reſpect to Contingents natural or 
caſual: In the ſame Chapter it is ſaid, The Lot is 
caft into the Lap; but the whole diſpoſing thereof is of 
the LogD, Verſe 85 What is more contingent 
in itfelf, than a Lot? Yet here is the diſpoling 


Hand of Providence ſeen. Examples there are for 
this in Achan; the Tribe of Tudab was taken, then 
the Family, and then the Perſon of the Family, 
Yoſb. vii. 16, 17. And fo likewiſe in Saul, 1 Sum. 
X. 21, 22. Thus we have the Teſtimony of So- 

K 3 lomon ; 
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mon; and yet behold a greater than Solomon doth 
witneſs the ſame: For, what more contingent, than 
for a Sparrow to be taken, and yet faith Chriſt, 
Are not two Sparrows ſold for a Farthing ? And one 
ef them ſhall not fall te the Ground without your Fa- 
ther, Matt. X. 29 · 


| Secondly, Ir Contingents were without the Bridle 
ef Providence, Gop would be a petty Lord, not 
an abſolute and univerſal Governor: Yea, remove 
Contingents, and farewell to the Government of 
the World. Let theſe be dumb Cyphers in the 
Table of Providence, and the ſpeaking Figures will 


become filent ones. To judge by Way of Propor- 
tion; let there be 8 01 taken of the Providence 
0 


of Gop in the Cafe of Fo/eph ; ſet by the Contin- 
gencier, and what becomes of that Landſkip of 
idence? Certainly the Province of Contingents 

is of vaſt Extent; ſo much may be gathered from 
that Paſſage, whether of the wiſe , or the 
fooliſh Man, brought in by the wiſe Man, yet 
ſpeaking Truth in Regard of the Extent of Contin- 
cies, Eccleſ. ix. 11. Time and Chance hapy eneth 


all: 


Thirdly, MaTTERs of conſiderable Conſequence 
hang on this Nail of Contingency: As, 


1. Taz Prevention of = Dangers. Te/epb's 
Life was in an ordinary Way (if not ſomewhat 
extraordinary) ſaved by the empty Pit, and the 
Merchants who trafficked with his Brethren. And 
io Moſes's Life did hang on. the Cord of Contin- 
gencies,, Exod. ii. 5, 6. 


2. AN Inlet to great Tumults and Combuſtions, 


is by Virtue. of a. Contingency. The Coal of an 
| | inteſtine 
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inteſtine War was blown by Sheba, who happened 
(as it is faid) to be there, 2 Sam. XX. I. | 


3. GREAT Advancements are brought about by 
r The Butler opens his Mouth at 
Court for Foſeph; he was before ſilent; Ingratitude 
had ſet a Padlock on his Lips, as himſelf acknow- 
ledgeth, Gen. xli. g. Eber paſſes her Royal Pa- 
lace thro' ſeveral Doors of Contingencies, Mor- 
decai likewiſe finds Contingencies to be the Golden 
Stirrup to his Honours, Eber ii. 21, 22, 23. 
and Vi. I, 2, 3 , 4 ; 


4. Tas Invention of Arts, and Things of con- 
ſiderable Conſequence, have drawn their firſt Breath 
by Contingency. The Invention of Guns, which 
ſome think to be hinted in that of Rev. ix. 17. 
was uſhered into the World by a Spark of Fire fal- 
ling into a Mortar of ſulphureous Matter, which 
gave Occaſion for an Eſſay what Powder would do 
in a more exact Engine. Acofta relates how the 
Golden Mines of the Mountains of Potezi, were 
found out by an Indian going to hunt; in Purſuit 
of the Berſt, the Indian laboured to aſcend a ſteep- 
Place, and laid Hold on certain Plants, which yield- 
ing, he eſpied in the Hole, or Root, Metal; and 
ſa that Golden Mountain was diſcovered. 


5. By contingent Diſpenſations. the Lokp af- 
flicteth the Sons of Men as He pleaſetb. The 
bluſtering Wind of Diſtreſs gets in at this Hole. 
os +: ind, Whale, Gourd, Worm, were all. 

ontingents. 7b in like Sort drank deep of the 
Loxp's bitter Cup; contingent Providence held 
forth the Cup to that Servant of the Lokp.. Thew 
breakefl (faith the Pſalmiſt) the Ships of Tarſhiſh 
with the Eaſt Wind, Pſalm xlviii. 7. 


6. No- 
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6. NoTABLE Exploits and Viftories, are 
hereby brought about. That Zxyprian (by whoſe 
Diſcoveries made, David became ſo victorious, 
x Sam. xxx.) might not have been ſo left by his 
Maſter, or elſ: have had ſome killing Potion of 
Soldier-like Phyſick adminiſtered to him to put him 
out of Pain. It is obſervable, how in naval Fights, 
the Wind, which is a Contingent at fuch a Nick 
of Time, is of great Conſequence. And not only 
at Sea, but at Land, doth Victory hang on Con- 
tingency. The Prophet //aiah gives a Deſcription 
of an happy Concurrency of Contingencies, in or- 
der to a triumphing Conqueſt; and all this with 
Subordination to Divine Providence. And He will 
| lift up an Enſign to the Nations from afar, and will 
ſs unto tbem from the End of the Earth; and behold, 
Hall come with' Speed ſwiftly * None ſhall te 
nor ſtumble among ft them; none ſhall flumber 
nor fleep 5 neither the Girdle' of their Loins be 
booſed, nor the Laichet 
Ifaiah v. 26, 27. 


Feurthh, Is the Glaſs of contingent Diſpenfa- 
tions, may be ſeen the Attributes of Gop in a glo- 


by Tür Power of Gop, which is —_ 


diſplayed in the Winds, 
2 Chron. xx. 37. 


Seas, &c. Pſalm cxlvii. 1 


2. Tae Mercy of Gop, as in the Preſervation 
of Foſeph, Meſes, and David, with others. 


3. Tur Juſtice of Gopv, as when the two 
Bears came out of the 
and two Children. 


of thery Shoes be broken, 


Wood, and devoured forty 


4 Tur 
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4. THE Truth of Gop; Samuel anoints Saul 
Captain over the Lord's Inheritance, 1 Sam. x. 1. 
After this, the Lot findeth out Saul, though he hid 
himſelf amongſt the Stuff, Verſes 20, 21, 22. 
The Land of Canaan was divided by Lot; and the 


Diviſion holdeth Correſpondence with the Prophecy 
of Jacob before. 


F. Tae Wiſdom of Gop. By unthought-of 
Contingencies Matters are brought to paſs in God's 
Time. In Jeſeph's Caſe all the Contingents were 
the Bridge of Providence, for the Dreams to paſs 
over into the Land of Egypt for their real Accom- 


pliſhment. 
HAvinG thus given the Proof for the Extent of 


Providence to contingent Matters; there are theſe 
Inſtructions which are of Uſe. 


1. THERE is no Reaſon to ſlight contingent 
Diſpenſations. The ſame Will of Gop is the 
Foundation of Contingents, which is of Neceſſaries, 
or Things which are not in themſelves contingent. 
A Sparrow hath not the like Principle of Life as an 
Angel, or Man; and yet the Sparrow falls not to 
the Ground without the Will of the Father. More- 
over, as hath been intimated, God doth notably 
diſplay his Glory by a Concatenation of Contin- 
gents. Make not light then of the leaſt Link of 
the Chain: Remember who couples all together, 
and how He uſeth it. | 


2. HERE is a Check for the proud and inſulting 
Adverſaries of the Church. How eaſily can Gop, 
by a contingent Diſpenſation, preſent them with 
ſuch a ſnarled Knot as ſhall be too hard for mortal 
Fingers to untie? The proudeſt Child of Haman 
bath no Reaſon to boaſt of To-morrow ; for — 

| | Motto 
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morrow may bring forth the Death of the Plot, and 
the Burial. There are Contingencies, which to 
Man's Apprehenſion, at the firſt, ſeem no otherwiſe 
than ſo many looſe Straws; but with theſe Straws, 
artificially twiſted together by the Hand of Provi- 
dence, a Rope is made, Aeg to bind, than 
Chains and Fetters of Iron. | 


THERE is Encouragement to live in 
* 1 hen on — Proviſion and Protection. 
Contingent Diſpenſations are often our Exchequer 
and Lite-Guard. If one had aſked an Mraelite in 
the Wilderneſs, Where is your Food He muſt 
have anſwered, Above in the Clouds; but on the 
Morrow it will be had from thence. Again, if it 
had been ſaid, What if an Enemy fhall fall on you? 
It might have been replicd, Such a Blow happened 
to the Egyptians, as no need to fear them for one 
forty Years; and ſuch Fears had fallen upon the 
Hearts of the Canganites; fo that there is little 
Ground to be diſmayed. Thus, thro' Providence, 
the Egyprians Frenzy at the Red Sea, and theCaraan- 
ites Palſey, was the Means of the Jfraclites Safety. 


4 Fare Notice of Mercies conveyed on the 
Wings of contingent Difpenſations. In this Trea- 
ſure-Houſe are Mercies of all Sorts. The Woman 
of Samaria happened to come in = goo? Time to 
cos Well, where the Fountain of Life was open 
her, Fob iv. 6, 7. Ruth goes a Gleaning, 
and lights on a Part of the Field belonging to Boz, 
Ruth ii. 3. and from a Gleaner, becomes a Mil- 
treſs in Boaz's Family; to whom the married, and 
at Marriage hath the Prayers of the good People in 


Bethlebem; which Prayers had a glorious Iſſue; no 
leſs than a Grandfather to à King is born, to the 
of Naomi, Boaz, Ruth, and the reſt of the 


People of Bethlehem, 


SECT. 
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SECT. EF. 


THAT the Providence of Gop extended to the 
Deaths of Men, may be illuſtrated, 1. More ge- 
nerally. 2. Particularly. | 


Is the general, it appears from theſe Argu- 


ments. 


1. Gop giveth Life; and no longer than He up- 
holds Life, doth it laſt. Thou (ſaith Moſes) car- 
rieft them away as with a Flood, Palm xc. 5. 'The 
Jews went about to kill Paul, yet their Deſign 
vas ineffectual: Paul giveth the Reaſon, ſaying, 
Having obtained Help of Gop, I continue unto this 
Day, Acts xxvi. 21, 22. 


2. Ir the Providence of Gop ſtoops to a Spar- 
row's falling on the Ground, why not to the Grave 
of a Man? And yet Sparrows are not long-liv'd 
Birds, as Naturaliſts obſerve: They are Birds of 
little Value too. 


3. DEATH is an Evil in its Kind; and ſhall 
there be any Evil in the City, and the LorD hath 
wt done it! Amos iii. 6. 


4 On the Death of ſome Perſons, the Adverſity 
of a whole Nation is uſhered in: That is a ſigni- 
cant Place of Scripture for this Purpoſe, Lam. iv. 
20. The Breath of our Ne/trills, the Anointed of the 
LokD was taken in their Pits, of whom we ſaid, 
Under his Shadow we ſhall live among the Heathen. 
and thus briefly in the general. | 


Is 


. 
| 
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In the next Place, more particularly conſider 
the Extent of Providence, 1. To the Kinds 
Death. 2. To the Timing of Death. 


Firft, As for the Kinds of Death, they may be 
diſtinguiſhed thus: 


1. NATURAL; as being affixed to Nature ſince 
the Fall of our firft Parents, Gen. iii. 19. By na- 
tural Death here, is underſtood the Diſſolution o 
Man from Principles of Mortality within, though 
there ſhould not be any Violence from without: 
Thus ſome, according to the providential Diſpo- 
fition of the Almighty, come to the Grave in a fil 
Age, like as a Shock of Corn cometh in his Seaſon, 
Job v. 26. 


2. VioLENT; when the Candle of Life burns 
not out, but is puffed out by the Breath of an Ene- 
my, or the Mouth of the Magiſtrate. Job's Ser- 
vants were ſlain by the Chaldearns and Sabeans, but 
not without the Providence of Gop, Feb i. 15, 
17. Achan is ſtoned to Death; and yet Glory 
is due to the LoxDp whom Achan had offended, 


Toſh. vii. 19, 25, 26. 


3. Casual; which though it may be violent, 
yet is here conſidered as not intended by Men, 2 
Agents or Inſtruments. God's Providence reach- 
eth to Chance-medly. The ſlaying of Man acci- 
dentally, is faid to be God's delivering a Man int! 


the Hand of the Slayer, Exod. xxi. 13. Deut. 
xix. 5. 


Secondly, Tux Timing of the Deaths of Men, 
hath Reference to the Providence of Gop : For, 
as He ſets Bounds te the Sea, Job xxxviii. 8. = 
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hath determined the Bounds of Mens Habitations, 
Acts xvii. 26. So He hath not left the Lives of 
Men boundleſs. The Truth of this will appear, 


1. FRoM plain Places of Scripture, Job vii. 1. 
Is there not an appeinted Time to Man upon the 
Earth? Are not his Days like the Days of an Hire- 
ling ® Job xiv. 5. Sceing his Days are determined, 
the Number of his Months are with Thee, Thou haſt 
appointed his Bounds that he cannot paſs. Eccleſ. iii. 
I, 2. To every Thing there is a Seaſon, and a Time 
to every Purpoſe under Heaven : A Time to be born, 
and a Time to die. According to Solomon, Time 
or Seaſon for hrs. vr ugg under the Providence of 
Gop ; and particularly, Birth and Death, which 
we are to underſtand only according to the E- 
vent, what Things fall out after Gop's Appoint- 
ment; not the Lawfulneſs or Unlawfulneſs of 
them, what Things ſhould be by Gop's Com- 
mandment. 


2. FROM the Reaſon rendered in Scripture, why 
ſome are not ſooner removed out of the World 
the Hands of Violence, notwithſtanding the utm 
Probabilities. 12 vii. 30. They ſought to take 
Him; but no Man laid Hands en Him, becauſe his 
Hour tuas not yet come, The ſame Reaſon is re- 
peated John viti. 20. and Chrift backs it, when He 
faid to his Apprehenders, hen I was daily with 
you in the Temple, ye ſtretched forth no Hands againſt 
Me; but this is your Hour, and Power of Darkneſs, 
Luke xxii. 53. | 


3. From the”Truth of Gon, in Timing the 
Deaths of Perſons, according to particular Predic- 
tions. So in {/atah vii. 16. For before the Child 
Hall know to refuſe the Evil, and chi fe the Good, the 
Land that thou abherreft ſhall be forjaken of both her 

Vor. XXXVIII. L Kings. 


E42 . T 
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— 1 Pelab the Son of Remaliah, was one of 
th Rings, and his Death is recorded, 2 Kings 
xv. 30. It is faid of the Aſyrian, Ifaiah xxxvii. 7, 
T will cauſe him to fall by the Sword in his :wun Land, 
Here was a Prediction of Death, the Kind of it, and 
the Place where; and accordingly it was fulfilled, 
as it 15 recorded in the 37th and 38th Verſes of the 


, FRom the peculiar Prerogative of God, 
3 is, (1) The Gop of Mercies, and fo 


He hands Mercies to Men, 1. By their own 


Deaths, they are taken away from the Evil to come. 
Gop houſeth them in Heaven before the black 
Storms fall on the Earth. 2. By the Deaths of o- 
thers, who are Thorns. in the Sides of his People: 
So in 2 Kings xiii. 22. Hazael opprefied 1/ract ; 
in Verſe 23. The Loxp was gracious to them, and 
had Compaſſiom en them. Now bow the Lox p ſhews 
himſelf thus gracious and compaſſionate, we have 
in Verſe 24. Se Hazael the King of Syria died, 
Thus the Lord is a Gop of Mercies, even in the 
Deaths of Men. (2) As the Gop of Juds- 
ment; and ſo not only Wrath, but great Wrath, 
comes forth in Timing the Deaths of Perſons. The 
glorious Terribleneſs of Juſtice is here ſeen; as, 
1. When Providence ſuddenly ſnatcheth a Man 
from his fancied Paradiſe; Th] Fool, this Night thy 
Soul ſhall be required of thee, Luke xii. 20. Death, 
as Providence doth judiciouſly time it, hath a Sting 
in its Sting; ſo in that Monarch, who was ſlain in 
his Royal City by his own Sons, and while at his 
Devotions in the Houſe of Niſrach his God, 1/aiab 
xxxvii. 37, 38. — 2. When the Deaths of many 
Thouſands are timed together: The Lox D is known 
Ly the Judgment which He executeth, Pſalm ix. 16. 
We read of Seventy Thouſand Men who died of 
the Plague in three Days Time, 2 Sam. _ 
4 * 
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And in 1 Kings xx. 29. the Children of /rae! ſlew 
of the Syrians an Hundred Thouſand Foot men in 
one Day. Now if there were not a Providence in 
the Timing the Deaths of Perſons, the Glory of 
Divine Juſtice would have its Grave with the vaſt 
Multitudes who fall by Famine, Sword, or Peſti- 
lence; all which are the Lord's Arrows, as the 
Prophet Gad informeth David, 2 Sam. Xxiv. 
12, 13, 


5. From the Succeſs and Unſucceſsfulneſs of 
Means uſed in order to the lengthning of Life. 
The Preſervatives of Life are conſervative of it no 
otherwiſe than as the Loxp pleaſeth. This may 
be evidenced in three Things. 


1/2. In the Uſe of medicinal Means, which fome- 
times (very improbable to Reaſon) avail to the 
Recovery of Health, and that though the Perſon 
were mortally ſick in the Judgment of the moſt ac- 
curate Phyſicians. There ſeemeth to be ſomething 
of Providence by Way of Proportion to that Cure 
wrought on Hezekiah by the Lump of Figs, ay 
Iſaiah xxxviii. 21. I acknowledge that Cure ex- 
traordinary, and ſhall not diſpute the Queſtion, 
Whether the Lump of Figs might not have ſome- 
thing of natural Tendency by Way of Cure? This 
is that I contend for, That Providence is very much 
ſeen, if not in elevating improbable Means, in or- 


der toa Cure; yet in bringing to Light ſuch Means' 
4 are improbable to Man's Reaſon, though very 


proper for the Recovery of the Patient, who, like 


Epaphraditus, was fick, nigh unto Death; but Gon 

bad Mercy on him, Phil. ii. 27. And as the Lord's 

Merey and Providence are diſplayed in the railing 

of Perſons from the Grave; ſo no leſs may the: 

Hand of Providence be ſeen in rendering the Means 

uſed for Health ee, A College of Phyſicians 
2 


are 
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Are e of no Value, when the Lok p, the f 
t Phyſician, withdraws his Hand: Witneſs Aſa, 
who had his Phyſicians, but not his Cure, 2 Chren, 
XVI. 12, 13. 


Bur adh, In the Matter of Diet; ſome Crea- 
tures have more of a reſtorative Virtue than others; 
and yet ſome are healthier, fairer, live longer with 
their Pulſe, than others who eat their Portion of 
the King's Meat, Dan. i. 12, 15. Whence is 

| this? The Word doth plainly ſhew, Exod. xxiii, + 
=— 25. He ſhall blefs thy Bread, and thy Mater; and] 
= will take Sickneſs away from thee. And Matt. iv. " 
4. Man ſhall not live by Bread alone, but by every 
| Mord that preceedeth out of the Mouth of Gop. 


Jah, In the greateſt Caution or Circumſpection 
Men uſe to preſerve themſelves in Dangers. The 
King of Jſrael diſguiſeth himſelf, and hath his Ar- 
mour; yet an Arrow finds its Paſſage between the 
Joints of his Harnefs, 1 Kings xxii. 34. On the 
other Hand, Jebeſaphat, who was in the fame 
Fight, and in greater Danger than King Aba, is 
preſerved : It came to paſs, when the Captains of the 
Chariots ſaw Jehoſaphat, (in his Royal Robes) hat 
they ſaid, It is the King of Ifrael; therefore they com- 
paſſed about him to fight: But Jehoſaphat cried out, 
and the Lox D helped ; and Gop moved them to depart 
from him, 2 Chron. xviit. 32. «i fig 


Zaflly, FRom'the Abſurdity which would other- 
wile follow. For if the Timing of Mens Lives 
be not according to the Bounds which the LozD 

| fets, then to whom ſhall the Glory in Point of Pre- 

| ſervation be attributed ? Shall Men think them- 

| ſelves, or acknowledge Fortune, in Contradiftinc- 
tion to Providence? Scripture otherwiſe teach- 
eth, P/alm xxxi. 15. My Timer wre in thy —_ 
7 | | | liver 


. 
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deliver me from the Hand of mine Enenues. And 
Pſalm Ixviii. 20. He that is our Gop, is the Gon 
V Saluatian; and unto Go the LoRD belong the 
[ſues from Death, 


Now from what has been ſaid touching the Ex- 
tent of Divine Providence to the Death of Perſons,, 


we may learn, 


1. THERE is no Reaſon to give Way to anxious 
and diſquieting Thoughts, from the Conſideration 
of Difficulties, Dangers, Caſualties, which may 
attend ourſelves, or thoſe related to us, in the Way 
in which Gop by his Providence engageth us ac» 
cording to his Word. There is an irrcgular Fear 
and Diſquiet, which leaps from ſecond Cauſes, in- 
to the Hearts of Men. Our Saviour intimates fo 
much in Matt. x. 28. The Diſeaſe there, is Fears 
about the Body; and the Cure of this Diſeaſe, is the 
ſweet and ſerious Meditation on Divine Providence. 
lt is the beſt Cordial under all Fears and Difquiets- 
of this Nature. An Huſbandman and Seaman were 
communing together: The Huſbandman aſks the 
Seaman, Of what Profeſſion his Father was? He 
replies, A Seaman, as he was, and ſo likewiſe his 
Grandfather, The Huſbandman enquires, Where 
his Father died? Anſwer is made, At Sea, and ſo 
lid his Grandfather too. Hereupon ſaith the Huſ- 
bandman, Are you not afraid to go to Sea? The 
xaman aſks the Huſbandman, Of what Proſeſſion 
was his Father; and after, his Grandfather? And it 
being anſwered, They were both Huſbandmen; he 
further aſked, Where they died? Anſwer is made, 
At Home in their. Beds. And are not you (faith 
the Seaman) afraid to go to Bed? The Application 
of this Story 1s caly. | 
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2. IT is Wiſdom then for Perſons to interef 
themſelves in the Gop of Providence. Happy i: 
the People whoſe Gon is the LoRD, Pſalm exliv. 15, 
There are two great Encouragements to look after 


an Intereſt in Gop, as reconciled to the Soul 
through Jeu Chrift. 


(1) None go with fo ſtrong a Guard, as they 
who have the Lon for their Gop. Chrilt telly 
His Diſciples, that che very Hairs of their Head ar: 
all numbered, Matt. x. 30. 


(2) WraTever Diſtreſſes they meet with; 
ſuppoſe a violent Death, they have a Counter-poiſon 
ainſt it: They may loſe their Heads, but not an 
air; they are Gainers, when they ſeem to be 
Loſers: There is enough by Death to make Amends 
for Death: Bleſſed are they which die in the Logo. 


3. Ir may quiet the Spirit, when Gop takes 
away by Death, Friends, Relations, Acquaintance: 
Theſe die not at Hap- Hazard: The Gop of Wil 
dom placeth and diſplaceth Perſons in the World, 
and all wiſely and righteouſly. If Children are 
with us, like Jenab's Gourd, for a Night; and then 
a Worm eats them; there is no Reaſon to quarrel 
with the LoxÞ, who hath Variety of wife Ends in 
the Gourd-Diſpenſation of this Ke We have 
Reaſon to quarrel with our Quarrellings at the 
LoxrD's bereaving us of Relations. If one lend us 
an Hundred Pounds for ſome Years freely, and 
after calls for it; is there Ground for Sullennefs, 25 
if there had been no Courteſy at all for divers Years! 
How often do we forget ourſelves, as Men, and 
much more as Chriſtians, in Matters of this Na- 
ture? The Apoſtle Paul cautions againſt irregul 
Sorrow for the Death of Perſons, 1 The}. iv. 13 


And an excellent Copy' is left for us to write * 
— 
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when Death r 


2 Sam. xii. 22, 23. 


4. War Ground is here for a mortified Frame 
of Spirit both to Things and Perſons in the World? 


Our Days, and the Days of others, will have their 


Period. We and others are like Paſſengers in a 
Ship; who, whether they ſit, walk on the Decks, 
or ſleep in the Cabins, are in Motion „ 
Haven. The World is rather an Inn, than a Dwel- 
ling-Houſe : One Generation paſſeth away, and ano- 
ther cometh, Eccleſ. i. 4. It is Folly then for the 
Sons of Men to be Elbow-deep in the thick Clay 
of the World; as if they, and their Wealth, their 
Pomp and their Pleaſures, were to- abide here for 
ever. O that what the Apoſtle Paul adviſeth, were 
engraven on the Heart with a Pen of Iron, and the 
Point of a Diamond! But this I jay, Brethren, 
The Time is ſhort; it remaineth, that they that have 
IWives,. be as though they had none; and they that 
weep, as though they wept not; and they that 22 
as though they rejoiced nat ; and they that buy, 
though they poſſeſſed not; and they that uſe this 510 
as not abuſing it : For the Faſhion of this World paſſeth 
away, 1 Cor. vii. 29, 30, 31. 


SECT. V. 


THAT the Providence of Gop extendeth to the 
meaneſt Creatures, and Things of leſs Moment in 


human Apprehenſion, appeareth from the following 
Arguments. 


1. Tye Loxp made creeping Things, as well 
as Whales and Elephants. This is plain from the 
Hiſtory of the Creation. Now, if the Creation 
be comprehenſive of Things which move in a leſs 


Sphere 
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Sphere of Activity; why ſhould theſe be looked on 
as below the Providence of Gop ordering them to 
his own Glory ? 


. THE$E are a Part of the Univerſe, and ſo 


fall under the Previdence of Gop : The little Fin- 
ger is not excluded from the Influence of the Soul, 
becauſe it js not of equal Bigneſs with a Limb of 
the Body4 and if it is fo in Man, the little World, 
why ſhould it not hold, by a Parity of Reaſon, in 
the greater World? 


3. Wr find how the Lok p hath condeſcended 
to give Informations and Directions about meaner 
Matters: The Laws given to the Fews have In- 
ſtances enough of this; and why ſhould it be thought 
beneath Providence to govern in Matters of leſs 


Conſequence, when Laws have been enacted re- 


ferring to leſſer Matters! 


4. Tux Scripture hath frequent Inſtances of 
Gop's Providence about the meaneſt and moſt in- 
conſiderable Matters: If we caſt an Eye at Sea, 
there we ſhall find, that the Providence of Gor 
not only reſpects the Tarſbiſb Fleet of Ships, but 
alſo a age Ship, and the broken Pieces of that 
Ship, Adds xxvii. 22, 24. Not only a Shoal of Fiſh, 


Luke v. . but a ſingle Fiſh, Matt. xvii. 27. And 


there may be ſcen the ſame Gop in his Providence 
on the Shore. Gop's Providence reacheth unto a 
Bird's Neſt, Pſalm civ. 17. and to Birds in the 
| Neſt, Job xxxix. 279. Whether the Proviſion for 
the young Ravens, ſpoken of in that Place of Job, 
be by Worms out of the Dung in and about their 
Neſts, ar by Flies croſſing over the Heads of the 
young ones, which Flies are taken captive, and ſo 
ferve for Food, I ſhall not diſpute: It is enough to 
note, that they are cheriſh'd, and that both Ways, 

. v 25 
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as is obſerved by ſome: And not only are the Birds, 
but Trees, where they neſt and fing; within the 
Verge of Providence: So the Fig-Tree which our 
Saviour curſed, Matt. xxi. 19. the Sycamore- Tree 
on which Zacheus climbed up to fee Chrift, Luke 
xix. 4, 5. the Fig-Trec under which Chriff ſaw 


Nathaniel, Fohn i. 48. All theſe were upon Sup- 


poſition of Divine Knowledge, ſo under the ſecret 
Law of Providence, that they were not to be cut 
down, e're theſe Things were accompliſhed. Not 
only Trees, but Houſes are ſubjected to the Provi- 
dence of GoD: Thus the Winter-houſe and the 
Summer-houſe, the Palace and the College, are 
liable to Providence, Amos iii. 15, and vi. 11. 


5. Tux meaneſt Things conſidered in their Uſes, 
Connections, References, abundantly teſtify the 
Providence of Gop as extending to them. | og 
ſon's Feaſt, and Riddle propounded at the Feaſt, 
are Introductions to Matters of grand Importance, 
Judges xiv. The flying of an Arrow in Battle is a 
ight Thing, yet this kills a King, and fo the whole 
Army is routed, 1 Kings xxii. In our ENI 
Hiſtory, it is recorded of Richard the Firſt, how a 
Caſtle was offered him, if he would fave the Lives 
of the Beſieged: He would not, but threatned to 
hang them: 1 one charged his Bow, and 
with a ſquare Arrow (making Fri his Prayer to 
Gop, that He would direct that Shot, and deliver 
the Beſieged from Oppreſſion) ſtruck the King, 
whereof he died. I might give other Inſtances. . I 
have known the Life of a Child preſerved by Means 
of a bending Stick, which hath checked a Board of 
Weight from ſo falling down directly, as otherwiſe 
the Child muſt have periſhed. 


6. Ir Gop's Providence ſhould be denied in 
ſmaller Matters; then, | 


1, Mokr 
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1. Micr it not as well be deny'd in greater 
Matters ? For ſmaller Matters, conſidered in their 
Connexions, become great Matters. Who knows 
what are the Products of Things little heeded for 
the preſent Seaſon. 


Bur 24h, To deny Gop's Providence in leſſer 
Matters, is to break that Series or Chain whereby 
Divine Wiſdom hath ordered all. As in the 
Workmanſhip of the Tabernacle, there were 
Loops and Taches, and theſe had their Uſe ; and 
without theſe, what would become of the Taber- 
nacle? So here, Providence takes in a Loop, a 
Tach, as well as the Purple, Blue, and Scarlet of 
greater Matters, | 


M I VO 


CHAP. v. 


Providence, where the Chriſtian may be- 
hold the wondrous Works of Gop; come 
we now to give a Recital of the ſacred Maxims or 
Obſervations which this Voyage will afford: And 
here I ſhall, 


1. PRETIx the Obſervation, 


2. Arrix the Confirmation; togeth t er with the 
Improvement of it. | 
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a. 


OBSERVATION I. 
The Knowledge Men have of the Providence 


of GOD, is imperfet?. 


HE Truth of this appears, (1) From poſt- 
tive Aſſertions in Scripture, Eccleſ. iii. 11. 
He hath made every Thing beautiful in his 
Time : Alſo He hath ſet the World in their Hearts, 
fo that no Man can find out the Work that Gon 
maketh from the Beginning to the End. (2) From 
the LokD's poſing Men about his Providence: 
When He takes the Matter in Hand, as in the Cafe 
of Job, how did the Loxp argue him into a mo- 
deft Silence? (3) From Miſtakes about Gop's 
Providence; which have more or leſs ſeized on 
not only Men, but good Men: TFeb's Friends 
were no Atheifts, but good Men; yet faith the 
Loxp unto Elphaz the Temanite, My Wrath ts 
tindled againft the, and againſt thy two Friends ; 
for ye have not ſpoken of Me the Thing that is right, 
as my Srv Job hath, Job xlii. 7. (4) From 
the ingenuous Confeſſions of holy Men: Lo, theſe 
are the Paths of his Ways ; but how iitle a Portion 
ts heard of Him Job xxvi. 14. So fooliſh was I 
(faith the Pfalmi/t) and ignorant; I was as a Beaſt 
before Thee, Pf. Ixxiii. 22. : 


Tur Truth of this will ſurther be evidenced, 
if we conſider, 


1. Tux Object, viz. Providential Diſpenſa- 
tions, | 
| 2. THE 
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2. Tux Subject, Man under this or that Dil. 
penſation. 


To begin with the firſt of theſe: The Scrip- 
ture informs us, that the Lok D is wonderful in 
Counſel, and excellent in Working, Iſa. xxvili. 29. 
As what comes out of Heaven, ſpeaks the Skill of 
the t Workman of Heaven and Earth; ſo 
there are ſome divine Pieces of Workmanſhip if 
I may fo ſpeak) which hold Men at an aſtoniſhi 
Gaze. More particularly : Two Things in Di- 
vine Diſpenſations — 1 gravel the Sons of 
Men. (1) The Unuſualneſs of a Diſpenſation. 
Rebetab's War in her Bowels makes her ſay, If 
* why am 1 thus ? Gen. xxv. 22. Jobs 


iCtions befalling one who keeps up Communi- 


on with Gop, muſt ſtartle himſelf and his Friends; | * 
who probably obſerving how Gop did then ordi- f 
narily bleſs the Tabernacle of the Righteous, in ; 
Regard of outward Proſperity, were the ſooner 
induced to paſs a wrong Cenſure on that Man of \ 
Gop. The Intricacy of a Diſpenſation doth like- 
wiſe contribute to the baffling one under the Diſ- W * 
penſation. We read in Exel. i. 16. of a I he 
within a l heel: Whether that be to be underſtood WM * 
of one Wheel within being out of Sight, and ſo MW © 
there is a ſecret Winding of Matters which the 
Eye of Reaſon diſcerneth not: Or, whether in a 
tranſverſe Senſe; and ſo it notes the Crofs-turn- 
ings of Things ; when one while Matters go this 
ay, another while that Way. To this we may 
add ſome Examples of the Intricacy of Providence. 
That in Fudges xx. where the Children of 1/rae! 
had a good Cauſe and a divine Warrant to fight 
Benjamin; and yet they were put to the Rout. 
acob had a Warrant to return to his Country, 
a Promiſe that (39D would deal well with Him in 


that Return, Gen. xxxii. 9. and yet behold 2 Pro- 
vidence 
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vidence which ſeemingly claſhed. with the Pro- 
miſe! Is this (might 2 ſay) to be dealt well 
with ? What! to have thy Throat cut by Eſauꝰs 
Ruffians! Here is a returning to thy Kindred in- 
deed, by returning to thy Duſt! And yet Jacob's 
black Cloud blows over, and the Promiſe and the 
Providence ſweetly kiſs each other. 


In the next Place conſider the Subject; and fo 
Man is like Seneca's Harpęſten, who complained. 
the Room was dark, when ſhe was blind. The 
Light of Providence is not ſeen ; partly by Reaſon 
of Darkneſs in the Underſtanding ; for, we tnow 
but in Part, 1 Cor. xiii. 9. and partly by Reaſon 
of turbulent Paſſions ; which being croſſed in this 
or that Diſpenſation, raiſe a Fog or Miſt, and 
cloud the Underſtanding. How is David tran- 
ſported on the Death of Ab/alom ! 2 Sam. xvii. 

3 How doth Fonah's Pride and Paffion hin- 
er him from ſubſcribing to the Wiſdom and 
Mercy of Gop in ſparing Nineveh! Men had 
Need therefore watch againſt Luſts and Paſſions, 
which otherwiſe will join their additional Iſſue 
with the intrinſick Darkneſs of the Underſtanding ; 
and ſo, like the Earth, interpoſe between them 
and the Light of Providence. 


THERE is therefore no Ground to throw by the 
Obſervation of the Loxp's Diſpenſations, becauſe 
our Knowledge of them is not a perfect Know- 
ledge. It is a dangerous Inference from that of 
Peter ſpeaking of Paul's Epiſtles, in which are 
ſome Things hard to be underſtood, 2 Pet. iii. 16. 
to reject therefore the Reading of the Sacred Scrip- 
tures, "The like Inference from the Things hard 
to be underſtood in the Courſe of God's Provi- 
cence, is of dangerous Conſequence. What is 
lid of the Scriptures, It is a River wherein the 
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Elephant may feoim, and yet the Lamb may wad:, 
may be ſaid touching the Loxp's providential 
Diſpenſations ; ſome of which gravel the pro- 
foundeſt, others are underſtood by the meaneſt. 
Moreover, ſome Diſpenſations of Providence which 
are dark for a Time, may after become Light to 
the waiting Chriſtian. 2 I thought to know 
this, it was too painful for me; until I went into the 
Sanftuary of Gop : under flood I their End, 
Pf. Ixxiii. 16, 17. Laſtly, Such Myſteries of Pro- 
vidence as we are not able to fathom, yet by. the 
Light of God's Word we are taught to ſubſcribe 
to, and to reſt contented, by Way of Admiration, 
where we cannot reach by Way of Comprehen- 
fion ; Even ſo Father, for ſo it ſeemed good in thy 
Sight, Matt. xi. 26. 


AGAIN, there is no Reaſon for any Man to 
pride himſelf in his Attainments. Tho' a Man 
be got up on the Mountain of Providence, and 
others are in the Valley, yet that Man is far 
enough from touching the Sky. Two Things 
may check Pride upon the Account of Knowledge 
here: (1) The Angels in Heaven may learn by 
the Providences of Gop on Earth. That hea- 
venly Academy admits of an Addition of experi- 
mental Knowledge ; Eph. iii. 10. 1 Pet. i. 12. No 
Man therefore knows ſo much, but he may know 
more. But (24) he who hath an high HD 
of his Knowledge in Divine Diſpenſations, may 
quickly be miſtaken, and pay dear for his Miſtake. 
We End how a good Prophet, by a pretended 
Providence of an Angel's appearing, is prevailed 
on to do otherwiſe than he ſhould have done, and 


that to the Loſs of his Life, 1 Kings xiii. 18, 24. 


Though a Man therefore have made more Pro- 
greſs in 'the Search of Word and Providence, 


than others, yet let him remember, his * 
ge 


- 
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ledge is rather Twilight, than Noon-day ; and 
let him, according to that in of ii. 11. Serve the 
Loxp with Fear, and rejoice with Trembling. 


Fon this, learn to welcome all ſuch Means, 
Helps, and Furtherances as Gop vouchſafeth for 
the better Underſtanding his Diſpenſations. The 
Cripple needs his Crutches, and has no Reaſon to 
throw them away till he can go without them. 


MMM NW | OK NOK ION 


OBSERVATION I. 


The Adminiſtration of Things in the World, is 
according to the Draught of Divine Wiſ- 
dom. 


HAT there is an Intermixture of Wiſdom 
| in the Diſpenſations of the Lok b, the 

Pſalmiſt doth ſolemnly profeſs, faying, O 
Lorp, manifold are thy Works ! in Wiſdom 
haſt Thou made them all; the Earth is "up of thy 
Riches, Pf. civ. 24. This will more fully appear, 
if we conlider three Things: 


1. Wnos Platform it is. 

2. How it is deſcribed in Scripture. 
3. Wirn what it may be compared. 

1. Every Thing, ſo far as it comes froth 
Gop, hath an Excellency ſtampt on it; and if a: 
Beam of the Sun be glorious, what is the Sun it- 


ſelf? Gop being then wiſe only wiſe, his 
** 'S n ” Mankje- 
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Management of Matters in the World, hath an 
Harmony with his Wiſdom. 


2. OssERVR how Paul deſcribeth Gop's Hark- 
ing of all Things, Eph. i. 11. it is after the Counſel 
of bis oxn Will. Counſel is the Reſult of Wiſdom 
and Underſtanding ; and when attributed to God, 
denotes his glorious Perfection in ordering all 
Things, according to that in Fob xii. 16, ind 
Him is Wiſdom and Strength, Fle hath Underſland- 
- | 


ANOTHER Thing in the Apoſtle's Deſcription, 
is the Order. or Diſpoſition of the Words; it is 
not ſaid, He worketh all Things according to the Will 
F his Counſel ; as if the LokD did firſt conſult, 
and ſo a Will followed, as in human Affairs; but, 
He worketh all Things according to the Counſel of his 
Will; to note that the Lord's Will is his Coun- 
ſellor: That includes Wiſdom, Holineſs, Recti- 
| tude, and is the Rule of all Righteouſneſs and 
Wiſdom. | | 


3. ComParE the Wiſdom of Gop with the 
Wiſeſt : Go to the Angels of Heaven, who are 
the wiſeſt of Creatures: Vet what are Angels in 
Compariſon of Gop ! How quickly doth their 
Mountain of Wiſdom vaniſh into a Mole- hill, 
their Wiſdom into Folly, before the All-wiſe 
Gop ! So it is ſaid Fob iv. 18. And his Angels He 
charged with Folly. Their Line cannot reach the 
Bottom of Divine Wiſdom in the Myſtery of Re- 
demption ; they are at a Gaze with the Plot of 
the manifold Wiſdom of Gop, Eph. iii. 10. 


CensuRz not then the All-wiſe Gop for Milſ- 
government of the World. He rules wiſely, what- 


ever Senſe and Reaſon object. Wiſdom and Might 
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ore his, Dan. ii. 20. Inſtead of ſhooting the Fool's 
Bolt, acknowledge thine own Folly. Yain Man 
would be wiſe, though Man be born ike a wild Afs's 
Colt, a0 Xi. 12. Here is an Aſs, a wild Ass, 
and the Colt of the wild Aſs; all which may 
abaſe a Man, and give a Check to his controlling 
Thoughts of the Loxp's Diſpenſations. Luther 
hath a very pertinent In. - on this Head; « I 
te 8 he) have often eſſayed to preſcribe In- 
« ſtrudtions to GoD, which He ſhould follow in 
« the Adminiſtration of the Church: O Loxp, 
« ] ſaid, I would have this fo done, and in this 
« Order, and with ſuch Succeſs. But Gop did 
« the Contrary, Then I began to muſe, Surely 
« my Counſe] makes for the ſanCtifying of thy 
Name, and the increaſing of thy Kingdom: 
« But Gop laughed at this Wiſdom, faid, 
« Go to, I know thee to be prudent and learned; 
“ but this is never my Manner, that either Peter, 
« or Doctor Martin, or any other, ſhould teach, 
« povern, or lead Me. I am not a paſſive Gon, 
« but active; who am wont to lead, rule, and 
« faſhion as I pleaſe.” 


Secondly, Give not Way to perplexing Thoughts 
about Futurities : There is One who will govern 
the World well, and knows what He hath to do, 
without calling you to the Council-Table of Hea- 
ven. Let not your Hearts. be troubled, ſaid Chriſt 
to the Diſciples, John xiv. 1. When Chri/t the 
Pilot was about to leave their Ship in Regard of 
his bodily Preſence, their Hearts, like the Sea, 
were ready to caſt up Mire and Filth; Chrift 
therefore ſeaſonably ſays, Let not your Hearts be 
troubled ; and withall bids them look to the calm- 
ing Grace of Faith: Ye believe (faith He) in Gop, 
lelieue alſo in Me: The Way then to have more 

| M 3 Quiet, 
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iet, is to exerciſe more Faith, as reſpecting the 
res in his Diſplrifations. N 2 


Thirdly, Go down to the Potter's 9, er: xviii. 
2, 3. And what may you learn there not the 
Clay ductile and pliable to the Hand of the Potter? 
And ſhould not a Chriſtian labour more and more 
to have his Will moulded or faſhioned to the Will 
of his Maker? Carry back (ſaith David to Zadec) 
the Ark of Gop into the City: If I Hall find Fa- 
wour in the Eyes of the Lokp, He will bring me 
again, and ſhew me both it and his Habitation : But 
if He thus ſay, I have no Delight in thee; behold 
bere am J, let Him do to me as ſeemeth good to Him, 
2 Sam. xv. 25, 26. 


Lai, Tux Way to have Gop to be gracious, 
is to exerciſe Grace with Reſpect to the Loxd's 
Sovereignty to be diſplayed as He pleaſeth. There 
is a Way of Order, tho' not of Merit; a Way of 
our 2 tho* Gop doth ſometimes exalt ſove- 
reign Mercy when Duty is neglected: The I- 
— — provoked Gop at the Sea, even at the Red- 
Sea; nevertheleſs He ſaved them for his Name' Sale, 
that He might make his mighty Power to be known, 
Pſ. cvi. 7, 8. But tho' this be ſo, yet Men hare 
no Ground to neglect their Duty. Job's Capti- 
vity is turned, and Gop exalteth Kindneſs to 2 
Wonder; yet Fob is reaſoned firſt into an hoh 
Silence and Senſe of his Failings. 
* 
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OBSERVATION III. 
There is @ glorious Diſplay of the Power of 
GOD in the Management of Matters in 
the World. © | 205 


* Power of Gop may be conſidered, 
1. In Regard of Gop Himſelf... 


2. In Regard of Human Power. 


| 3 * Regard of the Manner of its being diſ- 
play'd.. | 


4. Is Regard of the various Objects about which 


it is converſant. _ 


Ix the firſt Place, the Power of Cop may be 
viewed in Regard of Gop Himſelf; and that, 


=y 


r. As a glorious Attribute of Gop. As Gop is 
Love, fo He is Power infinite. Gop' hath ſpoken 
once, twice have I heard this, thut Power belongeth 


% Gop, Pſ. Ixii. 11. Touching the Almighty, toe 


cannot find Him out ; He is excellent in Power and 
in Judgment, Job xxxvii. 23. 


2. As joined with Wiſdom. According to this 
Conſideration, Gop's Power is glorious in bring- 
mg Matters to paſs. He is mighty in Strength and 
Il ifdom, Job xxxvi. 5. Wiſdom and Migbt are 
His, Dan. ii. 20. It is ſaid, that in warlike Af- 


fairs,. Policy ſurpaſſeth Power : What cannot then 


both 
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both infinite Power and Wiſdom accompliſh, tho 
the Wiſdom of Myriads of Abitepheli aſſay the 
contrary 


| Secondly, TR Power of Gop in Regard of 
Human Power, will appear the more tranſcendent, 


if it be conſidered, 


1. Tur Human Power is borrowed from 
Him who is the bleſſed and only Potentate, the 
King of Kings, and LorD of Lords. Nebuchad- 
nezzar was a great Monarch, he had Kings ſub- 
ordinate to him; yet ſaid Dame! to him, The 
Gop of Heaven hath given thee a Kingdom, Power, 
and Strength, and Glory. He was beholden to 
Gop, who placed the Crown upon his Head; and 
Hot only the Power, but the Exerciſe of it alſo is 
borrowed. So Chrift to Pilate, Thou couldt have 
no Power over Me, except it were given thee from 


Above. But, 


2. Tur Power of Gop is ſeen as glorious, if 
compared with Human Power; in that the Loxp 
can, and doth, when He pleaſeth, dethrone the 

reateſt Potentates of the World. How quickly 
is a Nebuchadnezzar hurried from the Palace to 
the Foreſt! Gop is Fudge, He putteth down the 
one, and ſetteth up another, Pſalm Ixxv. 7. And 
hence Moſes, ſpeaking of the two Kings, Sihn 
and Og, whom Gop had cauſed to fall before his 
People, Deut. iii. 21. annexeth a pertinent De- 
fcription of the Lok pD's Power; O Lord Goo, 
- Thou haſt begun to ſhew thy Servant thy Greatneſs, 
and thy mighty Hand; what Cod is there in 
' Heaven, er in Earth, that can do according to thy 
Iiorks, and according to thy Might ? Ver. 24. 
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Thirdly, Tut Power of God is to be conſi- 
dered in Regard of the Manner of its Diſplay ; 
and that three Ways : 


I. IMMEDIATELY, or without Means: If there 
de —_— Means, yet there is never wanting 
Power to bring about Matters, where and when 
Gop pleaſeth. He that made the World without 
a Tool, can act without an Inſtrument, If there 
be not an human Arm to cruſh Laban, yet there 
is not wanting an Hand from Heaven to reſtrain 
him: So he acknowledgeth, It is in the Power of 
my Hand to do you Hurt; but the Gop of your Fa- 
ther ſhake unto me Y:/ternight, ſaying, Take thou 
Heed that thou ſpeak net to Jacob, either Good or 
Bad, Gen. xxxi. 29. | 


2. MEDIATELY, by Means ; and theſe though 
weak and improbable. Gop checked the Egyptian 
Infolency by Frogs and Lice. The Blowing of 
the Trumpets of Rams-horns is as effeQtual to 
level the Walls of Ferichs, as if a thouſand Bar- 
rels of Gunpowder had been under them: Gideon 
with his three hundred Men, routeth the Army of 
the Midianites, as well as if his Army had conſiſt - 
ed of three hundred thouſand. my 


3. Tur Power of God is diſplayed contrary to 
the Nature of Means : He made the fluid Waters 
to ſtand up as a ſolid Wall for his People to paſs, 
Exid. xiv. 22. Fire ſhall flame, and not burn, 
Dan. iii. 26. Lions ſhall be hungry, and yet not 
devour Daniel, Dan. vi. 22, 23. An harſh and 
crue] Jailor to Paul and Silas, ſhall become all 
Kindneſs, As xvi. 23, 24, 33- : 


 Fourthly, Tux Power of Gop is to be obſerved 
in Regard of the Extent of it: With * 
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Things are poſſible, Mark x. 27. And not only in 
govern is the Power of Gop marvellous, but 
iKewiſe more particularly, if we view it with Re- 
ſpect to, 1. Spirituals; and, 2. Temporals. 


(1) Tus former, the Apoſtle ſpeaks of in 1 Eph, 
i. 19. — the exceeding Greatneſs of his Power to us- 
ward who believe, according to the working of his 
mighty Power. As the Power of Gop was richly 
diſplayed in making the Heavens and the Earth; 
ſo likewiſe is it in creating the new Heavens and 
yew Earth, . fa. Ixv. 17. Look we into the new 

orld, and obſerve what a golden Thread of 
Power is drawn through theſe following Pearls. 


— 
% 


1. ConveRs10N, Regeneration, and Sanctifi- 
cation declare the Power of Gop. Thy People ſhall 
be a willing People in the Day of thy Power, Pſalm 
CX. 3. That the Wolf dwells with the Lamb, 

d, 1s from 


and the Leopard lies down with the Ki 
the Power of Gop. 


2. Taz Forgiving of Sin, and the Mortifica- 
ion of it more and more, likewiſe hold forth the 
5 0 2 Gop's Power. Who is a 7 = _ 
hee, that pardoneth Iniquity, and paſſeth by th: 
Tranſgreſſion of the Remnant of his Heritage? He 
retaineth not his Anger for ever, becauſe He de- 
ghteth in Mercy: He will turn again, He will 
Compaſſion us He will ſubdue all our 


Iniguitics; and wilt caſt all their Sins into 
the Depths of the Sea, Mic. vii. 18, 19. Sin foal 
not. have 


Dominion over you ; for ye are not under 


the Law, but under Grace, Rom. vi. 14. 


3. Tux raiſing up Perſons to a Senſe of Gov's 
Love; eſpecially after ſpiritual Languiſhing and 


* 
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Conflicts, ſpeaks the Power of Gon. Create in 
me a clean Heart (ſaith David) and renew à right 
Spirit within me; reflere unte me the Toy of thy 
Salvation, Pſalm li. 10, 12. T create the Fruit of 
the Lips, Peace, Peace, Iſa. Ivii. 19. | 


4. Tur vigorous Support of Perſons in the Ex- 
erciſe of Grace under Sufferings, doth proclaim 
the Power of Gop. Be not thou (writes Paul to 
Timethy) aſbamed of the Teflimony of our Lox b, nor 
of me hi 2 ; but be thou Partater of the Asa 
ions of the G ei according to the Power, of 
Gop, 2 Tim. i. 8. * 125 


5. PERSEVERANCE in Grace, even unto Glo- 
ry, doth exhibit a large Teſtimony of the Power 
of Gop; ſo 1 Pet. i. p Who are kept by the Power 
of Gop, through Faith unte Salvation. 


(2) In the next Place, the Power of Gop is 
ſeen in Temporals : We may behold the Power 
of Gop in the meaneſt or leaſt of Creatures. 


| Amongſt other Things, obſerve the Sparklings of 


this Diamond in two Things. 


1, In Point of Proviſion for Men: How did 
God feed ſo many thouſand, and for many Years, 
and in a Wilderneſs, of old! As the Power of 
Gop was then ſeen, ſo it is ſeen in a larger Wil- 
derneſs, the whole World, in feeding the Sons of 
Men; and the ſame Power of Gop is ſeen as it 
reſpects Perſons, or Families, in their particular 
Wilderneſs. - But, 


2. In Point of Protection, notwithſtanding 
Dangers, It would fill a Volume to rehearſe the 
many remarkable Preſervations which ſome have 

> 
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had, whilſt the Lord had wiſe Ends for their 
Exiſtence in the World, It may ſuffice that Chi 

ints out the Power of Gop in preſerving, when 
He faith to his Diſciples, Behold I ſend you forth a; 
Sheep in the Midft of Wolves, Matt. x. 16. It is 
a Truth, Gop's Servants are immortal *till their 
Work be done. 


Dis ravusr not then the Truth of Gop's Word, 
as if the Loxp could not be as good as his Word 
for Defe&t of Power. It was Zachariab's Fault, 
that he looked too much to Second-cauſes, and 
did not conſider, as he ſhould, the Power of Gop, 
which had Nature (though decay'd) at his Beck. 
If therefore there be as great an Unlikelihood of 
Things ſpoken of in Scripture, as there was that 
Zachariab and Elizabeth, being old, ſhould have a 
Son, yet give no Way to Unbelicf, but take a 
View of Matters in Conjunction with the Power 
of Gon; and ſo indeed we are taught in Scrip- 
ture, as in the Caſe of the Vetus, 9 have lain 
in a forlorn Eſtate for ſo many Centuries, Rom. 
xi. 23. yet Gon 1s able to graff them in again. 
And ſo in any other difficult & e, let that be re- 
membered, Gen. xviii. 14. 1s there any Thing tos 
hard for the Lord? a 
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OBSERVATION Iv. 


GOD never hath his Vacation-Time; though 
He may ſeem to do little or nothing ſome- 
times in his Adminiftyation of the World. 


HAT Providetee is not idle, tho” it ſeems 
to ſit ſtill, will be evidenced, 


1. From . Aﬀertions in Scripture: So 


Prov. xv. 3. The Byes "of the LORD are in 


Place, beholding the Euil and the Good, Eyes are 
his Inſpection 


attributed to God, to note not 
into the Affairs of the World, but his wiſe order- 
ing of all Things, 
for theſe Eyes ate never ſhut ; the Lord is not a 
ſleepy Watchman: Behold, He that keepeth Iſrael 


ſhall neither flumber nor fleep, Pſal. cxxi. 4. My 
Father (faith Chrift to the Jews, who were ſtum- 


bled at the Miracle wrought on the Sabbath-Day) 


worketh hitherte, and I work, John v. 17. The 


Senſe is, Tho' Gop reſted the ſeventh Day from 
his Work of Creation, yet He hath not been at 
Reſt ever ſince; He perpetually worketh hitherto 
in his Providence; and yet none of you durſt en- 
title Him a Violater of our Sabbath; and why 
then am J adjudged a Violater for doing my Fa- 
ther's Work? This I conceive, with others, to 
be the Intent of that Scripture; and it plainly 
ang us to 3 that Gop's I on 
are over the World is permanent: The Lonn 

Voz, XXVII. N with 


j 
| 
! 
d 
| 
; 


in all Places, and at all Times; 


146 A Profpeft of” 
withdraws not his Influence ; He upholds all Things 
by the Word of his Power, Heb. i. 3. 


2. Fxom Examples in Scripture : For if we 
caſt an Eye' on this or that ſpecial Draught of 
Providence, we may trace the Foot-ſteps of the Al- 
mighty even there, where we cannot ſee Him fs 
viſibly. The Draughts of Providence are of two 


1. Som reſpeR Perſons ſingly, as in oſepb's 
and Job's Caſe, . 70 


2. OTHers reſpect the Body of a People, as 
the Church of Gop in Egypt and Babylon, and in 
Times of the New Teſtament under Perſecution. 
Whoſo ſhall take a right View of theſe Caſes, will 
find them a clear Proof of the Truth aſſerted. He 
who diggeth the Foundation for an Houſe, the 
deeper he digs, the leſs viſible he is to thoſe who 
Faſt an Eye towards the Place; and while this 
"Work is on Foot, is nothing done, becauſe the 
Side-walls are not reared? Fhere is a manifold 
Working-hand of Providence. Go doth ripen 
Perſons: for Mercies, and Mercies for Perſons. 
There is not only. a Work of the Shoe-maker, 
whereby a Shoe is made of this or that Propor- 
tion; but there is a Work of the Phyſician, where- 
by the ſwolien, 1 ical Foot is reduced to its 
regular Shape, and is fitted for the Shoe. If God, 
under ſome Diſpenſations, carry on a Work upon 
us, tho' He doth not this or that Work upon us, 
*till He ſee fit, He is ſtill at Work; and the Work 
He intends is in its Second-Cauſes, and comes 
forth from between the Curtains of antecedent 
Preparations, when the Lorp's Time is come. 
The Jfraelites are in Egypt's Furnace, whereby 

they muſt be melted ; and the hotter the Furnace 
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is, the nearer Moſes is to extinguiſh the Egyptian 
Fires, tho? the [/raclites know no ſuch Matter, 


AND we have not only Examples of "TRY 
but likewiſe of Sinners ; = that y gly confider- 
ed, as well as in a Body or A Sinners 
ripen for Judgments, and Judgments ripen for 
Sinners: They, by their Sinning, are digging their 
own Graves: The Pit is a digging for them, tho' 
it be not finiſhed. What a Quagmire then do 
they dance on ! the Surface breaks, and what be- 
comes of them, with their Projects and Deſigns? 
Then ſhe that is mine Enemy (ſaith the Church) hall 
fee it, and Shame ſhall cover her. Mine Eyes ſhall 
bebeld her; now ſhall ſhe be trodden down as the ws 
of the Streets, Mic, vii. 10. 
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OBSERVATION v. | 


GOD dotb ſome Thing, yea much, whilſt He 
ſeems to do little or nothing ; and doth little 
or nothing, whilſt Men are in  Expetlation 
of great Matters. 


HAT Providence wad. whilſt it is in 
ſome Sort filent; and works, whilſt the 
Work ſeems at a T_ may * thus evi- 


” " ' N . o 


denced: 


1. From the ſecret and inviſible Agency 
Angels, about that Work which Providence brings 
on the Sta The living Creatures are ſaid to 
have the = ds of Man under their Wings, on 
N 2 their 
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their four Sides, Exzek. i. 8. Hands are the In- 
ſtruments for Action; and thefe are vailed with 
Wings: Theſe Hands are at Work, though Men 
ſee them not. And thus the Angel informs Da- 
nie how he had been at Work in the Court of 
Perfig, tho Daniel knew no fuch Matter, Dan, 
X. 12, 13. | 


2. From ſome under Foundation laid. 
There is a Seed ſown, but it is yet under the 
Elods, Who of the Iſraelites thought, that when 
 Mofes was born, and preſerved by Pharash's 
Daughter, a Reſcue from Egypuian Inſolency was 

remotely born with him, and bred up with him in 
Burt, Court? 

3. FRom Fore-runners of a Work, which ha- 
ſen it more or leſs. Conſider here a Work of 
Pravigence, (1) As a Work of Mercy; (2) As 2 
Work of j gment. As a Work of Mercy; and 
ſo Conviction of Sin, Humiliation, ſerious Sup- 
plication, have their Influences +: The Work may 
in ſome Reſpect be ſaid to be done, whilſt theſe 
are doing. The Feeding the Horſe, the Trim- 
ming the Ship, the Whetting the Scythe, eontri- 
bute to the Journey, Voyage, and Mowing of the 
Graſs. When the Zeros conſider their Ways, and 
hearken to the Prophet Haggas, the Work of Bleſ- 
F A is at Hand, Hag. ii. 19. From this Day 

dl bleſs you: Again, as a Work of Juſtice; 
and fo — of Sin, Infalency in l wick- 

Courfes, taunting at Cien's Songs, Lethargical 
Security, horrid Blaſphemy, ſet forward a Work 


of vindiftive Juſtice, which though it ſeem to 


TE awaken to the Terror of the Sons 


In 
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In the next Place, Gop doth little or nothing 
whilſt Men are in Expectation of great Matters: 
And this holds, + | 


. 1. In Regard of the Kind of Things. The 


Jews had a Conceit of a temporal Monarchy ; 
and hereupon Jeſus the Son of Mary is rejected: 
And this Opinion had taken che 1 


which an Anſwer given to Pilate might well re- 
ſolve, John xviii. 36. The Anabaptiſts of Ger- 


many ſaid they had Converſe with Gop; and a 


Command from Him, That, all wicked' ones be- 
ing lain, they ſhould conſtitute a new World, in 
which only the Godly ſhould live and bear the 
Sway. But what was the monſtrous Birth of that 
Conceit, is not unknown to thoſe who know any 
Thing in Hiſtory. Men had Need then be very 
cautious what Foundation they build on. for Mat- 
ters expected; for they who look for I know not 
what to take Place in the World, will ſee it I 
know not when. And this leads to the next Par- 
ticular, os 5 


2. Ix Regard of Time: The Thing expected 
may have ſolid Foundation; but yet Perſons are 
out in timing the Thing. Meſes is to deliver 
Gop's Iſrael out of Egypt, but not when in the 
Vigour of his Youth he flew the Zgypiian, Acts 
vii. 24, 25, 30. Chrift is to come to Judgment; 
but not when the Theſſalonians did expect, as Paul 
giveth them to underſtand, 2 Theſſ it. 1, 2. Some 
have vented their Qpinion about the Downfal of 
Antichriſt, the Calling of the cms; but the Time 
expired when it ſhould be, according to their Ima- 
dination, hath been a Confutation ſufficient.. Rea- 
ſon there is therefore to beware of poſitive Aﬀer- 
N 3 tions. 


„ 


eads of the 
Diſciples, A i. 6. they aſk a Queſtion there, 
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hve in this Kind, left Religion be expoſed to 


iſien. 


3. In Regard of the Manner of God's doing 
—— is. to be done. It becometh not Perſons to 
confine the Logn to this or that Way of Work- 
ing- David is to qanguer Geligh, but not in Sau!s 
Armour, but with his Sling, and Stones taken out 
of the Brook, x Sam. xv. e is to be cleanſed, 
ut not in Naaman's fan s 11. 
on doth great Thief fog hi reſſed Ones 
times He takes one Way, ſometimes ano- 
—— There is more than one Stair-caſe to the 

hamber where He feaſts bis Friends. His infinite 
Power and Wiſdom bring about Matters beyond 


the ſhallow Ame. of Mien. 


OBSERVATION VI. 


There i is an admirable Connefion of Things with 
Things, whereby this ox. that is effected. 
Providence hath. its Chain, the ſevera! 
Links — are ſel lagelber by an over- 


ruling Hand. 


I'E Truck of this may m e divers 
Ways. . 


Fer . is emblematically deſczibed in the 
Word: We have a moſt exquiſue Picture of it 
in ref. i. the Wheels there are aſſerted to have 
A near Neighbourhood, Verſe 16. a Wheel in the 
Middle of © a Wheel, to note their im or 
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Connection; and the living Creatures are coupled 


with the Wheels in Regard of Influences; for 
when the living Creatures went, the W heels went 
by them, and when the living Creatures were lift 


up from the Earth, the Wheels were lifted up, 
[ 


rſe 19. | 


2. Gop doth expreſsly own ſuch a Connection 
of Things with Things, So Zo. ii. 21. 22. 4nd 
it ſhall come to paſs in that Day, I will bear, ſaith 
the Lokp ; 1 will hear the' Heavens, and they ſhall 
bear the Earth, and the Earth ſhall bear the Corn, 
and the Wines. and the Oil, aud they ſhall hear 


Jezreel. | 


3. Trenx are clear Examples of this Connee-- 
tion, (1) In natural Things. 8o in the Place 
mentioned, Af, ii. 21, 22. ſo P/ civ. Jo, 11, 12, 
13, 14. (2) In Civil Affairs: Magiſtrates are te 
rule, and People to be ruled, Ram. xiii, 1. And 
where it is not ſo, there is an Adaption of Thin 
in Way of Puniſhment, Nat. xvii. 6. (3) In 
Sacred: There is a conſtituted Order in the- 
Church, 1 Cor. xii. 18. Heb, xiii. 17. And not 
only is there an Adaption this Way, but likewiſe 
in rd of the Means of Grace, and Grace by 
the Me ns. A Connection there is, but yet ar- 
bitrary, according to the good Pleaſure of Gon, 
when, and to +, Sl Grace 1s conveyed by. the 
Means. The Apoſtle Paul aſſerts this Connec- 
tion, ſaying, Ss. then Faith cometh by Hearing, and 
Hearing by the Ward of Gop, Rom. x, 17. 


4. Tris Connection be more particularly 
evidenced, if we caſt an Eye, (1) On Inſtru- 
ments; (2) Occaſions or Inducements; (3) 
Means; and, (4) Opportunities for the Manage- 
ment of Matters. 


1. T HERR: 
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1. THERE is an Adaption in Regard of Inſtru- 
ments. In the Shop of Providence there are In- 
ſtruments of all Sorts. If the Loxp will puniſh 
the Nations, He can find an Hammer. Thou art 
my Battle-ax and Weapons of War, for with the: 
will I break in Pieces the Nations, Jer. li. 20. If a 
Day of Viſitation be come for Abab's Family, and 
Baal's Worſhippers; there is a Jebu, a rough 
Captain-General, who drives furiouſly, 2 Kings 
ix. 20. If Gop will vouchſafe good Days to a 
People, He can raiſe up Political Shepherds, ſuch 
as David, of whom it is ſaid, he fed them according 
re the Integrity of his Heart, and guided them by the 
Stilfulneſs of his Hands, Pſalm Ixxviii. 72. And 
as there is an Adaption in Regard of Political In- 
ftruments, ſo likewiſe in Regard of Eccleſiaſti- 
cal. There is a zealous Elijah in Times of Apo- 
ſtaſy; and a Fohn the Baptiſi, of whom the Angel 
faith, He ſhall go before Him (i. e. Chriſt) in the 
Spirit and Power of Elias, to turn the Hearts of the 
Fathers to * Children, and the Diſobedient to the 
Wiſdom of the Juſt, to make ready a People prepared 
5 Te i i. 17. Thereis an aden able 
Adaption in the Church's having not only Elijabi, 
Jobn Baptiſts, but likewiſe others, whoſe Endow- 
ments are uſeful to confute Adverſaries, to com- 
fort the Diſtreſſed, and build up Souls in Converſe 
with Gov. 


2. THERE is a ſuiting of Things in Regard of 
Occaſions. Both the Son's and Father's Diſcon- 
tents are Inducements for Jacob to mind a Re- 
moval from Laban, Gen. xxxi. 1, 2. A Report 
ſounds in Pharachs Ears, that Iſrael fled ; pro- 
bably he conceived the /fraelites to fly like Hares, 
ſuch who might eaſily be hunted back again to 


Egypt; and ſo is himſelf thruſt on to his own 
Ruin, 


r we a _ ho. _ Cc. 2 
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Ruin, Exod. xiv. 5. David's good Service done 
for Iſrael, hath an Influence on the Elders of I/ 
rae! to bring them to Hebron Alſo (fay they) in 
Time paſt, when Saul was King over us, thou co 


be that leddeſt out and broughte/t in Iſrael, 2 Sam. 


Y. 2, 


3. THERE is a Connection of Means, in or- 
der to this or that which comes to paſs : And that 
as the Means are ſuitable in order to the End in- 
tended, as Neah's Ark is proper to prevent drown- 
ing by the Flood ; or as the Means are not fo 
proper in order to the End intended by the Agent, 
though effectual to bring about what the Lozp 
had determined. The Wiſdom of God is ſeen 
in the Follies of Men. 


4. THERE is an Adaption in Regard of Op- 
portunities. Abraham falls in opportunely on Che- 
dirlaomer, Gen. xiv. 15. Saul looks after the 
deer; the Maidens ſaid, Bebotd be i before you, 
make Haft- now, &c. 1 Sam. ix. 12. David 
chargeth the Amaletites, when behold they were ſpread 
upon all the Earth, Eating, and Drinking, and 
Dancing, becauſe of all the 4. — Speil that had 
taken out of the Land | Philiſtines, and aut of 
the Lang of Judab, 1 Sam. XXX. 16. 
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OBSERVATION VI. 


There is an Extraordinary Walk of Providence 
in the World, as well as an Ordinary one. 


HE Lox keeps not always within the Pales 
of an ordinary and viſible Diſpenſation; 
ſuch a Walk is too narrow for an Infinite 
Sovereign and All-wiſe Gop. Look we abroad 
into the World, and we cannot well over-look a 
Diſplay of Providence on this wiſe ; and that in 
Regard of (1) Ioſtruments; (2) Occaſions ;, (3) 
Means; (4) Opportunities of | r.nging Things to 


paſs, 


Hirt, As for Inſtruments, the Loxp is not 
" confined to theſe. If Thieves do not break in on 
Nabal, and ſo become Inſtruments of Divine 
Wrath; the Loxp ſmites him that he dies, 1 
Sam. xxv. 38. And if unlikely Agents for this or 
that Work be brought forth on the Stage, yet no- 
thing hinders, if Gop is pleaſed, but the Effect 
is proportionable to a likely Cauſe of ſuch an Ef- 
fe. This may be ſaid in ſpiritual and political 
Things: Gop (ſaith the Apoſtle) hath choſen the 
fooliſh Things of the World te confound the wiſe, 
1 Cor. i. 27. by a little Maid Naaman ** come 
to the Knowledge of the true Gon, 2 Kings v. 
2, 3. It is written of Mr. Peacock, that under bis 
Agonies of Conſcience, When ſome Miniſters afk- 
ed him, Whether they ſhould pray for him; he 
replied, ©* By no Means; do not ſo diſhonout 
« (GoD, as to pray for a Reprobate :” His om; 

upi 
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pupil ſtanding by, ſaid (with Tears in his Eyes) 
« Certainly a Reprobate could never be ſo tender 
« of God's Diſhonour:“ Which he well weigh- 
ing, was thereby comforted and reſtored, when 
neither he with his Learning, nor any other Sons 
of the Prophets, could prove Sons of Conſolation 
to him.. Again in political Things : The Sacred 
Hiſtory informs of the noble Acts of Solomon when 
young and tender, 1 Chron. xxix. 1. 1 Kings iii. 
B. And of Jeſab, who was but eight Years old 
when he began to reign, 2 Kings xxii. 1. Each 
of their green Years were well made up by the 
es WH Ancient of Days. The Fathers of Trent gave 
banks to Gop when Henry the Eighth was 
te i lead, ſaying that it was a Miracle that he had 
det a Son behind him of but nine Years old, that 
be might not be able to tread in the Father's Steps: 
in Yet they found that Edward the Child was more 
3) W than a Gbild, when Providence by him confronted 
0 I the Man of Sin. 


Secondly, Occ as10Nns for Matters have not ſome - 
ot Bl times that Influence which in Likelihood might be. 
on The Ephrarmites quarrel with Gideon for not callin 
ne i them forth when he fought with the Midianites : 
1 i Yet their ſharp Chiding (Judg. viii. 1, 2.) did not 
ori a ble Battle, as it did at another Time, 
ven the like Contending ended in the Death of 


- forty and two thouſand of the Ephraimites, Tudg. 
of Wl, 1, 6. | 
the Thirdly, Tus Means for Help are ſometimes 


vibe and unlikely. I Hall not (ſaith Eliſha 
ne w the diſtreſſed Kings for Lack of Water) ſee 
„Ii, neither ſhall ye ſee Rain, yet that Valley ſhall 
his oY filled with Water, that ye may drink, both ye, and 
de Cattle, and your Beaſts, 2 Kings iii. 17. Or 

che Means do appear, yet they promiſe nothing 
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—_ 
to Senſe and Reaſon, Are not Abana and Phar- 


par, genes of Damaſcus, better than all the Wa. 
ters of Iſrael, faith Naaman ? May not I waſh in 
them, and be clean ? 2 Kings v. 12. yet Fordar's 
Waters cleanfe the Leper. Gop works by what 
Means He pleaſeth. Parties ſee a Jordan before 
them, and ſometimes ſee neither Wind, nor Rain, 
and yet have Water, a Help, a Supply: As that 
Woman reported of in the late Iriſb Rebellion, 
who being driven into the Mountains, her Milk 
was gone, and her Child like to periſh ; and then 
is found a Bottle full of Milk, by the good Provi- 
dence of Gon: Which teacheth us, by ſuch Ex- 
periments, not to confine Gop to Wind, or Rain, 
or warm-Breaſt-Milk : Gop can provide for his 
Children without theſe ; and little Helps, through 
gracious Providence, become great ones. 


Fourthly, OyyorTUuNITIEs for Action take not, 
when Gop in his Providence doth inhibit. David 
in the Night enters Saus Camp, finds Saul alleep ; 
he lays him not, but brings away the Spear and 
Cruſe of Water, as Teſtimonies of his ty, 
1 Sam. xxvi. 11. Tfbboſbeth's: Sleep coſt him his 
Head. There are like Opportunities for Action, 
and yet like Actions do not follow. So that of 
Chrift, Matt. xxvi. 55. IEsus ſaid, Are ye come 
out as again a Thief, with Swords and Staves, to 
take me? 8 daily with you, teaching in the Tem- 
ple, and ye laid no Hold on. Me. 


YzT beware of ſlighting ordinary Diſpenſations 
of Providence: There is a-fooliſh gaping after ex- 
traordinary ones. Gon may juſtly ſuffer ſuch to 
ſtarve, who liſt not to feed on the ordinary Bread 
of Providence, but are for the fine Manchet of mi- 
raculous Diſplays. The Cbief Prieſts, Seribes, 
and Elders faid, He ſaved others, Himſelf He can. 

| not 
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wt ſave: If He be the King of Iſrael, let Him now 
come dawn from the Croſs, and we will believe Him, 
Matt, xxvii. 42. Here is a flying to an extraor- 
2 Providence, or elſe no Faith, no Ghri/t, no 
Heaven. | | 


MEeANTIME, treaſure up more than ordi 
Diſpenſations of Providence, in which thou haſt had 
Share. Hath thy Barrel of Meal waſted not, nor 
thy Cruſe of Oil failed? O forget not that Hand 
of Providence, which by that Time thou had taken 
out one Handful, —— ſpent it, did caſt in ano- 
ther! Hath Gop at any Time check'd a Laban, 
calmed an Eſau, cruſh'd an Herod intending Mit- 
chief? O let fuch Diſplays be written on the 
Hops * a Pen of Iron, and Point of a Dia- 
mond! | 


EET EE BSE NEE ESSEN ESSEN 


OBSERVATION VII. 


Jeſus Chriſt, as Mediator, is the Father's 
Vicegerent, Plenipotentiary, or ſupreme Mo- 
derater of Things in the World. 


HAT Foundation this hath in the Word, 
may appear divers Ways : 


I. THERE are Types of this, before Chri/t aſ- 
ſumed the Human Nature. This is He that was 
in the Church in the Wilderneſs with the Angel, which 
ſhake to Him in the Mount Sinai, and with our Fa- 
thers tolo received the lively Oracles to give unte us, 
to whom our Fathers would not obey, but thruſt Him 
from them : So 5 rl Acts vii. 38, 39. And as 

Vor. XXXVIII. O there 
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there are ſacred Draughts or Pictures of this, f. 
Predictions of it. Pſal. cx. 1. The Loxb {ai/ 
unto my Lerd, Sit thou at my Right-hand, t1til J 
make thine Enemies thy Foot. tool. Daniel had a 
predictory Viſion: I /i, faith he, in the Night 
Vifions; and behold, one like the Son of Man cam- 
with the Clouds of Heaven, and came to the Antient :f 
Days, and they brought Him near before Him, and 
there was given Him Dominion, Glory, and a 
Kingdem, that all People, Nations, and Languages, 
fou ferve Him : His Dominion is an everlaſting 
Deminion, which ſhall not paſs awoy ; and his Ring- 
dom tobich. ball not be deflirozed, Dan. vii. 13, 14. 


2. There ſcems to be a Præludium or Preface 
to this, in Chri/?'s ſitting in the Midſt of the Doc- 
tors, both hearing them, and aſking them Queſti- 
ons; and in his Reply to Mary, Il it ye nat that 1 
muſt be about my Father's Buſineſs, Luke ii. 46, 
49. And before this, in the Wiſe Men's coming 
from the Eaſt, enquiring after Him who was born 


King of the Jews, and doing their Homage to Him. 


3. Tu ſolemn Voice from Heaven, when 
Chriſt entered on his publick Work, doth witneſs 
this, Mat. iii. 17. And lo a Voice from Heaven, 
faymg, This is my beloved Son, in ubom I am well 
pleaſed. 5 


4. THERE are plain and poſitive Aſſertions of 
it: Mat. xxviii. 18. J Power is given unto Me 
both in Heaven and in Earth, Epheſ. i. 22. Au 
hath put all Things under his Feet, and gave Him to 
be Head over all Things to the Church. Jo. v. 22,27. 
And hath given Him Authority to execute Ju ment 
alſo, becauſe He is the Son of Man. For the Father 
judgeth no Man, but hath commit/ed all Judęmint 


to the Son; the Father is ſaid to judge no one, yo ta 
| | ave 
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have cotumitted all Judgment to the Son, when He 
a judgeth all Things in the Son. 


| Ser then what Ground there is for honouring 
1 Chriſt. This Inference Chri/t Himſelf maketh, 
that all Men ſhould honour the Son, even as they 
honour the Father. He that honoureth not the Son, 
honoureth not the Father which hath ſent Him, John 
v. 23. with 32. Honour Chr ft then in his Natures, 
in his Offices, as King, Prieft, and Prophet ; in 
his Ordinances, in his Worſhip, in his Miniſters 
and People. Honour Him both in Judgment and 
Practice, according to the fore-mentioned Ways. 


HERE is Ground for Support and Conſolation in 
the Wilderneſs of the World. Chriſt reigneth, is 
: good News to Sion's Friends. There are four 

rops for ſinking Spirits under black Clouds: (1) 
Feſus Chriſt hath his glorious Titles, which are 
not empty ones. His Name ſhall be called, on- 
derful, Counſellor, the mighty Gon, the everlaſting 
Father, the Prince of Peace, Iſa. ix. 6. He is the 
Prince of the Kings of the Earth, Rev. i. 5. (2) 
The Holy Spirit, as an Omnipotent Agent, ſweet- 
ly joins with Chriſt in the Ordering and Manage- 
ment of Matters: See Zech. iv. 7. Fobn xiv. 26. 
and xvi. 7, 8. (3) All the Promiſes of Gop are 
Yea and Amen in Chriſt, 1 Cor. i. 20. There is a 
promiſed Preſence of Chrift with his People, Matt. 
xxviii. 20. Rev. i. 13. (4) Notwithſtanding 
all the Furies of Men and Devils, the fad Face of 
Things, Chri/t will gloriouſly diſcharge the ſupreme: 
Office of governing the World, and bring all to 
an Iſſue every Way glorious : 1 Cor. xv. 24. Rev. 
xix. 11, 12, Ce. | | 
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OBSERVATION N. 


The Angels are capacious Wheels, which move 
in the great Clock of the World: There is a 


ſubordinate Agency of Augels, in bringing a- 
_ bout Matters in the World. 


1 the Angels have their Influences, ap- 
pears, 


1. FRom Titles, Appellations, Deſcriptions, 
iven to and of them. Theſe are they whom the 
ORD hath ſent to walk to and fro thro? the Earth, 
Zech. i. 10. Are they not all miniſtring Spirits, ſent 
forth to miniſler for them, who ſhall be Heirs of Sal- 
vation, Heb. i. 14? The Devil likewiſe, with 
his Attendants, are ſet forth as buſy Walkers to 
and fro on the Earth, Feb i. 7. 1 Pet. 5. 8. 


2. FROM the Work done by them. There is 

2 Tranſcendency of Operation to be noted. The 
Bed of ordinary ſecond Cauſes, is ſhorter than that 
this or that Effect can ſtretch itſelf on it. The E- 
gyptians are Witneſſes for this; for the Lox p cf? 
72 them the Fierceneſs of bis Anger, Wrath, and 
naignation, and Trouble, by ſending evil Angels @- 
them, Pfal. Ixxviii. 49. An Angel of the 
ORD in a Night ſmote in the Camp of the - 
rians, an hundred fourſcore and five Thouſand, 


2 Kings xix. 35. | 


3. FRoM 
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3. FRoM Examples, both in Matters of pubiick 
Concern, and perſonal. What an Influence? 
Angels have on the publick Affairs of be 
may be proved from Ezek. i. Don nQ 
x. 13. Mat. i. 20. And that evil' Agel, have 
their Influences, yet not abſolute arbiiruy ones, 
may be collected from 1 Kings xxii. where the 
Prince of Darkneſs is a lying Spirit in the Mouth, 
of the falſe Prophets, and ſo che War goes on. 
Again, the Agency of Angels is extenfive-to Per- 
ſons ſingly conſidered. Fac ſecs Angels aſcend- 
ing and deſcending his Ladder, Gen. xxvili. 12.. 
Theſe winged Courſers attend the meaneſt Saint. 
The Angel of the Loxp encampeth round about them 
that fear Him, and delivereth them, Pſal. xxxiv. 7. 
and it is well it is ſo: For the evil Angels are al- 

ways at Work.. | 


4. From the particular Work ſpecified, about 
which Angels are converſant. Intimations there 
are in Scripture, both as to | and bad Angels : 
Each may be found hard at Work in this World. 


Firfl, Tux good Angels may be conſider'd with 
Reſpect to good and bad ones in the World. 
Their Work is to do the LoxD's Work, and that 
as it reſpecteth the Loxp's People, divers Ways. 


1, Goop Angels promote Goſpel-work in or- 
der to Perſons Veing brought to the Means of 
Grace, or the Means of Grace to them; Corne- 
lius was willed by an Angel to ſend for Peter, Acts 
X. 3, 5. A Viſion appeared to Paul in the Night; 
There flood a Man of Macedonia, and prayed hn, 
ſaying, Come over into Macedonia, and help us, Acts 
Xvi. 9. The Angels know the State of the Coun- 
try, and have their Influence on the Goſpel-Seeds-. 
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en, for the Caſting of the Seed in this or that 
Flat of . Yea, mak. + 


2. Tas Angels become truly angelicat 
Doctors, 0 see or intimating We il of 
Gop about Matters, and comforting the troubled 
Spirits of his Servants. Inſtances there are to this 
Purpoſe, 2 Kings i. 3, 15. Dan. vii. 16. Rev. 
Xv. 7. Mat. i. 20, Acts xvii. 23, 24. 


3. Goos Angels are our Guardians, and De- 
fenders under Gop. Lot had Experience of this, 
Gen. xix. 11, 16, My Gop (faith Daniel) hath 

his Angel, and hath ſhut the Lions Motths, that 
hey have not hurt me, Dan. vi. 22. Their Preſer- 
vation, as the Loxp pleaſeth, is a Part of the An- 
gels Commiſfion : Pſal. xci. 11, 12. This Sa- 
tan knew, and therefore urged it, tho in a 
maimed. Senſe, and to a bad End, Mat. iv. 6. 


4. Goop Angels are Encouragers and Helpers 
of God's Saints in that Work unto which Gop 
calleth them. 80 in £/;ha's Caſe, 1 Kings xix. 
5 6, 7. So Paul was encouraged to appear be- 
fore Cæſar, Acts xxvii. 24. So Abraham tells his 
Servant, ſaying, He hall ſend his Angel before thee, 
Gen. xxiv. 7. 


5. Goop * may ſometimes be employ d 
in afflicting, in lancing and cutting Work. When 
thouſands fall by Peſlilence, an Angel of the 
Lord is ſeen with a drawn Sword, 1 Ghron. xxi. 
1, 15. An Angel threatens Zacharia, ſaying, 

Thou ſhalt be dumb, Luke i. 20. It is probable the 
Angel might ſtrike him with Dumbneſs, as the 
Angels ſmote the Sodamites with Blindneſs. 


Laftiy, 


| fluence both on godly and ungodly Men, I ſhall: 
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Laſtly, Wuarxvxx other Work the good An- 
gels do, they are not wanting in Death. Zazarus 
dies, and is carried by the Angels into Paradiſe, 
Luke xvi. 22. Yea, their Care extends to the 
Carcaſs, nay the Duſt of a Believer. At the Re- 
ſurrection the Angels gather together the Elect 
from the four Winds, from one End' of Heaven to 
mother, Matt. xxiv. 31. 


Ix the next Place, the Miniſtry of good Angels 
reſpects the Wicked in the World; and that, 


1. By Way of Inhibition, Check, or Reproof.. 
The Angel of the Loxp ſaid unto Balaam, I here- 
we haſt thou ſinitten thine Aſs theſe three Times ? 

umb. XXil. 32. 


2. By Way of Compaſſion, or doing ſome Of- 
fice of Kindneſs. There is a Voice of diſtreſſed: 
Nature, as well as the Voice of Grace, which 
comes up before the LoR D. Vmael hath a Share 
in angelical Kindneſs, when like to periſh for 
Want of Water, Gen..xxi. 16, 17, 18, 19, 20. 


3- By Way of Puniſhment : They are Execu- 
tioners of Divine Wrath. The Sadomites were 
ſmitten with Blindneſs; Syrians deſtroyed by an. 
Angel of the Lox D: And tho' human Creatures 
ſhall be Inſtruments to burn the Whore of Babylon, 
yet that may include the Miniſtry of Angels; they 
may prepare the Fuel, and blow the Bellows ; for 
ſeven Angels are ſaid to pour out the Vials of che 
Wrath of Gop upon the Earth, Rev. xvi. 


Evil Angels alſo have their Shops in the World: 


They are Rulers of t5: Darkneſs of this World, 
Eph. vi. 12. How the evil Angels have their In- 


juſt 
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juſt touch, and ſo paſs to the Improvement of 
what hath been ſaid. 
| Firſt, THE Devil hath his Deſign againſt pious 
Men, and that divers Ways: | 


I. Ix tempting them to Sin: He hath his 
Wiles, £ph. vi. 11. He labours not only to catch 
young but old Soldiers in his Net: David was an 
experienced Warrior, yet Satan ſtood up and pro- 
voked David to number 1frael, 1 Chron. xxi. 1. 
the ſad Succeſs of that Temptation, we have there 
recorded in the Verſes following. 


2. In diſquieting them one Way or other, tho 
he hath not Matter of juſt Charge to draw up 
againſt them. The Devil is the great Troubler of 
the Chriſtian's Quiet: He is the Accuſer of the 
Brethren, Rev. xii. 10. Both he, and thoſe who 
are acted by him, are falſe Witneſſes riſen up, 
and lay Things to a Believer's Charge that he 


knew not, Pſalm xxxv. 11. Go we to that good 


Apoſtle Paul, and he will tell us, he cannot be 
quiet for a bufteting Devil, 2 Cor. xii. 7. 


3. In hindering them in ſome particular good 
Work intended by them :- The Devil throws 
Blocks in their Way ; he hath his Barricados to 
obſtruct the Chriſtian in his Courſe. /Yherefore 
we would have come unto you (even I Paul) once and 
again, but Satan hindered us, 1 Theſ. ii, 18. 


4. Ix afflicting of them in their Body, Relati- 
ons, Eſtate; when Gop ſees fit to exerciſe his 
People : A clear and full Example for this we have 
in the firſt and ſecond Chapters of Jeb. 
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Secondly, SATAN hath his Deſigns on wicked 
Men; and that, 


1. Ix ſtaving them off from what is good. He 
works with Might and Main, that they may not 
come to the Kowledge of GOD: If our Gaſpel be 
bid, it it hid to them that are lo/?, in whom the God: 
if this World hath blinded the Minds of them which 
believe not, leſt the Light / the glorious Goſpel of 


Chriſt, who is the Image of Gop, ſhould ſhine unto 
them, 2 Cor. iv. 3, 4. The Devil holds up his 
monſtrous Glafſes before the Sinner's Face ; he 
fills their Heads with Prejudices againſt the good 
Ways of Gop, his Meſſengers, and People; who 
ſhall be looked on as Troublers of a Nation, City, 
Pariſh, Family, that are only the Awakeners 
thereof, 1 Kings xviii. 17, 18. 


2. In puſhing them on to what is evil. He 
will have them to be poſitive, as well as negative 
Sinners; not only not to act for Gop, but againſt 
Him. The Maſters of the Pythoneſs Damſel be- 
come Perfecutors of Paul and Silas, As xvi 16, 
19, c. Judas becomes the Betrayer of his 
Loxp and Maſter, John xiii. 27. Satan enter'd 
into him; and many Grandees become Satan's 
Hangmen: He hath his Influence on them; for 
he doth not in Mens Shape caſt Gop's Servants 
into Priſon, and yet is ſaid to do it, Rev. ii. 10. 


3- Ix being ready to haſten the Deſtruction of 
them, theirs, and what they have. The Devil 
cares not how ſoon he can fecure moſt of his 
Agents in the Priſon of Hell: He delighteth in 
Miſchief, and needs not a Motive to perfuade 
Ahab to go up and fall at Ramoth Giliad. 


Look. 
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Look then after*an Intereſt in Chri/?. For, (1) 
Hereby the evil Angels need nat be dreaded: 
Chrift, the victorious one, breaks the Bow and 
Spear of Hell: Satan had Experience of the Power 
and Valour of the Chriſtian's General in that 
Wilderneſs-Confitt, Matt. iv. The Devil, with 
all his Forces, ſhall not tread down the weakeſt 
Soldier in Chri/t's Army. (2) As the evil Angels 
need not be dreaded as Enemies; ſo the good 
= els may be looked on as Friends. It is ſaid 

ace, be went on his May, and the Angels « f 
ad met him, Gen. xxxii. 1. The good Angels 
will be found faithful Friends to thoſe who are 
good; they were Jacob's Guard; and the Way to 
have Facol's Guard, is to have Jacob's Gop. 


2. BEIIEVE more, and live more in the Doc- 
trine of the Agency of Angels. It may put moſt 
to the Bluſh, that they live as if there were nei- 
ther good nor bad Angels. The Practice of moſt 
holds little Correſpondence with their Belief. It 
concerns then Perſons to mind their Duty, and 
that in Reſpect both of good and bad Angels: 


. In Reſpect of good Angels: And ſo ( (1 
bleſs Gop for the Miniſtry of good Angels. If 
Sheep, Oxen, with other Cm ordained for 
the Uſe of Man, oblige Man to be thankful to 
Gop ; why not the. good Angels, who are mi- 
niſtring Spirits, ſent forth to miniſter for them 
who ſhall be Heirs of Salvation ? It well becomes 
Men to praiſe Gop for n tho” we are not 
to pray to Angels. 


Ix it be ſaid here, There is not ſuch an Ap- 
pearance of good Angels, as of old, and therefore 
there an Agency of good Angels ? , 

ty I. 
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1. I ANSWER, To argue from the not viſible 
Appearance of good Angels, to a Non-agency of 
good Angels, is abſurd ; for by the ſame Reaſon 
the evil Angels are no Agents, unleſs they have a 
viſible Shape. I do not think that Zeb ſaw the 
Devil, and yet he felt him to his Sorrow. Good 
Angels are at their Work, tho' neither good nor 
bad Men ſee. them; Daniel had no Ground to 
believe that the Angel neglected the Church's Af - 
fairs, becauſe he ſaw him not for one and twenty 
Days, Dan. x. 12, 13. bs | 


2. IT is not denied, that there has been even 
in later Ages, ſome angelica! Appearances. It is 
true, the good Angels bring no new Doctrine; 
for that were to incur the apoſtolical Curſe, Gal. 
i. 8. Howbeit this inferreth not, but the LorpD 
may at Times, after a more than ordinary Way, 
by them help the Underſtanding. in the right Per- 
ception of ſome Scripture, direct about the Pre- 
vention of Dangers, and relieve others under 
Diſtreſſes. Zuinglius had a Paſſage of Scripture 
ſuzgeſted to him in a Viſion, which cleared up 
the Meaning of that Phraſe, This is my Body ; and 
that at a very ſeaſonable Time. Scultetus relateth 
a Story of Gryneus, which happened at Sprres : 
There comes one of ſuch a Port, Preſence, and 
Beauty, as did beſpeak ſingular Dignity ; he comes 
to Melan&thon's Lodging, aſketh for Gryneus, who 
was then abſent, and withal ſignifies there were 
Snares preparing for Gryneus, into which he would 
not have that good Man fall; and ſo departs. 
Gryners returns, whom Melandthon bids forthwith 
be gone from Spir's to Heidelberg;; and not long 
after his Departure, an armed Company comes to 
apprehend him. Luther tells, how at Eiliben a 
Woman with two Children ſuffered extreme Want 


in Time of Dearth ; they go towards a mY 
an 
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three 


Means. 
the Hoſt compaſſed the City both with Horſes and 
_ Chariots, ſaid unto Elia, Alas my Maſter ! what 
Hall we do He anſwered, Fear nat; for they that 
be with us are more than they that be with them : And 
Eliſha prayed, and ſaid, Loxp, I pray Thee open 


State of ſpiritual Bondage 


A Proſpe of . 

and meet with a Man (an Angel) who aſl'q, 
Whether ſhe thought to get ſomething to eat at 
the Fountain? She faid, Why not? For all 
Things are poſſible to GoD, and eaſy to be done; 
He that fed the /fraelites forty Years with Manna, 
can preſerve me and mine with drinking Water, 
The Angel ſaid, Go Home, and thou ſhalt find 
els of Meal. And ſo it was. 


| 2 — more Faith and Hope in Goy 
under Dangers. Here is no Reaſon why the 
Chriſtian ſhould be hopeleſs in the Lack of viſible 
The Servant of the Man of Gop, when 


his Eyes, that be may fee. And the Loxp opened 
the Eyes of the young Man, and he ſaw ; and behold 


round about Eliſba, 2 Kings vi. 15, 16, 17. 


In Reference to evil Angels: Admire the 
Lord's Free-Grace, in being brought out of 2 
to them. This Leſſon 
is preſſed by the Apoſtle on the ZEphefians, who in 
Time paſt walked accord ng to the Courſe of the World, 
according to the Prince of the Power of the Air, the 
Spirit that now worketh in the Children of D:ſobed- 


ence, Eph. ii. 1, 2, 3. 


Laſtly, Be thankful that evil Angels are re- 
ſtrained from doing Miſchief. That Gop ties 
up the Dogs of Hell is no ſmall Mercy. 
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OBSERVATION x. 


The ſame Creature may prove a Friend or Foe, 
as Gop in bis Providence ordereth. 


HE Truth of this Obſervation 
1. From Aſſertions in Scripture: 
| xxxvii. 11, 12, 13. Alſo by watering 
wearieth” the thick Cloud, He ſcattereth bis bri 
Cloud, and it is turned about by his Counſels, 25 
they may do whatſoever le commandeth them upon the 
Face of the Warld, in the Earth. He cauſeth it to 
come, r ee or a Rod, or for 
his Land, © or for Mercy. And as this holds in 
_ ſo alſo in moral Agents: So Prov. 
i. 7. I hen a Man's Way pe the Lok, He 
— 5 his Enemies to be at Peace with bim. An 
Enemy, when and where He pleaſeth to exert his 
Will, becomes a Friend, and a Friend an Enemy. 


Job 


2. From Examples: The fame Waters which 


* Iſrael's Fortreſs, are a Sepulchre for the E- 


gyptians, Pſalm cxxxvi. 13, 14, 15. The Egyptians 
deal with the Jſraelites at their going out of Zeypr, 
rather as with Sons and Daughters, than as Slaves; 
they give them their Portion. The Lok o gave the 
People Favour in the Sight + -# 6, the Egyptians, 7. that 
they gave unte them fu ngs as they required, 
Exod. xii. 32. It is oy of Ne They 
frall drive thee frem Men, Dan. iv. 32. Who 
were thoſe Drivers, but thoſe that were his Re- 
ſtorers? For ſo it is ſaid, Verſe 36. My Counſellors 
1 XXXVIII. P and 
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and my Lords ſought unto me, and I was eſtabliſhed 
in my Kingdom, and excellent Majgiy was added ty 
me. 


3. From particular Demonſtrations: 1. Tho 
the Creatutes hate their noxious Qualitics, yet 
Gop can and does inhibit them from hurting, when 
He ſees good. A Lion flew the Prophet, and not 
the Aſs which ſtood by the Carcaſs, 1 Kings xiii 
24. The Lions devour not Daniel; but they have 
the Maſtery of his Accuſers, and break all their 
Bones in Pieces ere ever they come to the Bottom 
of the Den, Dan. vi. 24. A Viper faſtned on 
Paul's Hand, and he ſhook off the t into the 
Fire, and ſelt no Harm, A&s xxviii. 3, 5. Da- 
. nies Lions, and Paul's Viper, become negative 
Friend, for they hurt them not: And poſitive 
Friends, occaſionally ; inaſmuch as theſe Creatures, 
being ſerved with a Divine Writ of Inhibition, both 
King Darius and the barbarous People are induced 
to ſhew Kindneſs to theſe Servants of Gop. 


2. As Gop doth inhibit Creatures from being 
hurtful, ſo he doth render them helpful and uſeful, 
They were the barbarous People that ſhewed no 
little Kindneſs to Paul, and that before the Viper- 
Providence happened, Acts xxviii. 2. Elijah bada 
notable Experiment of this: I bave (faith the 
 Lokd) commanded the Ravens io feed thee, 1 Kings 
"'Xvii.-4- The Ravens brought him Bread and F Ih 
in the Morning, and Bread and Fleſh in the Even- 
ing, Verſe 6. One would have thought the Ravens 
were not fit Truſtees for Bread and Fleſh; they 
would rather have eaten it, than brought it to be 
eaten; but what ſhall they do, if the great Gopof 
Heaven and Earth hath ſo appointed. I could tel! 
here a Story from a very good Hand: A good Man 
was in great Diſtreſs for Want of Food; * 
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the very Time a ſtrange Dog, unknown to any of 
his Neighbours, comes 1600 his Houſe, with a 
Shoulder of Mutton, which he fairly lays down, 
aud gets him away. 


_ 


T2 -> 


Fro M the Creatures being made Friends to 
us, 


(1) FoxGeT not whence it is that the Creatures 
{mile on thee: It is from the Pleaſure of their Lok, 
that theſe Servants in the general, and thoſe of 
them which are of rough Temper in particular, 
beſpeak you fairly, and run to and fro willingly to 
do you Service. I will (faith the Pſalmi/t) both 
lay me down in Peace, and fleep, for Thou LoRD - 
auh makeſt' me to dwell in Safety, Plalm iv. 8. The / 
LoxD is my Shepherd, I ſhall not want, Pſalm 


Xiiii. 1. 


(2) Lanovur to demean thyſelf in all Godlineſs 
and Honeſty, ſuitably to thy Mercies: There is 
good Reaſon for ſuch to ſerve GoD, as have ſo ma- 
9 | good Servants to wait upon them: There is an 

igation on Man to obey his God; and the 
more his Mercies are, the ſtronger is the. Obliga- 


ww - we 
- — 
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tion. 


Fox the Creatures being Scourges: 1. Ob- 
ſerve, how the ſweeteſt Wine may become the 
ſharpeſt Vinegar ; and this, (1) With Reſpect to 2 
Things. (2) With Reſpect to Perſons. ' 1 


' (1) Wir Ref to Things: The good 
Mie of this — be — Aff iction: 
Runa theu ſervedf- not the LoD thy Gop with 
Peyfulneſs, and with Gladneſs of Heart, for the f. 
bundanct of all Things ; therefore ſbali thou ſerve thine ' 
Enemies which the Loxp ſhall ſend againſt thee, in 


er, 
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Hunger, and Thirſt, and in Nakedueſs,» and in th 
Want of all Things, Deut. xxviii. 47, 48. 


(2) Wirn Reſpect to Perſons, as Magiſtrates, 
Miniſters, Relations, or Friends : All theſe, in- 
2 may become Briars ſome Way or 
oO . 


1. MAGISTRATES, who are the Miniſters of 
Gop for Good, may be ſnatched away by Death 
to the Grief of a People who fat under their re- 
ſreſhing Shadow: Their Death becomes the Reſur- 
rection of the 25 Sorrows: Witneſs this in 

0 


the Caſe of good Jeſab, who dies and is buried, 
and all Judab and Feruſalem mourned for him: 
Or if they be not ſeized on N Death, they may 
prove the Death or Bane of a Nation by their Fol- 
lies. Inſtances enough there are for this in Holy 
Writ, and Hiſtory. 


2. MinisTERs become afflitive ; and that 
many Ways: When Sins abound amongſt a Peo- 
7 „Pride, Barrenneſs under the Means, lighting 

iniſters, and idolizing of them (for theſe are 
Extremes) do, with other Sins, provoke the Loxp 
to afflict in and by Miniſters: Sometimes they are 
_ * by Death. _ Diſciples had too 
igh Thoughts of their er; han. ſe 
. — a Party againſt 82 imſelf, 
Jn lil. 25, 26. Jobn was not yet caſt into Pri- 

n; afterward he was, and beheaded too. Some- 
times, though Gop continue them in the World, 
yet He may make their Tongues cleave to the Roof 
of their Mouths. The Pipes ſhall be ſtopt, and 
the Conduits not run as formerly with the Water 
of Life. There is a Time when the Prophets of 
the Lond are in their Caves, and not upon the 
Houſe-Top, 1 Kings xviii. 4. Again, ſome may 


* 
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become affliftive by their Slips, Falls, Apoſtaſies. 
One Speicer, in Germany, was ſo powerlul in 
Preaching, that Whores left the Stews, and betook 
themſelves to another Courſe of Living; and yet 
after, he returned to the Tents of the Papi/ts, and 
miſerably periſhed. It is ſaid of Swenekfl who 
deguiled many with great ſwelling Words, that he 
had a well-meaning Heart, but an erroneous Head. 
Gop is righteous, as in the digging of a Grave for 
ſome in the e and the indi of. others 
Hand — Foot; o in the Permiſſion of others to 
leap over the Hedge of the Vineyard, and to be 
bewilder'd in wild and extravagant Conceits. | 


3- RELATIONS become Gall and Wormwood. 
(1) The Huſband is ſometimes a Nabal, and Folly 
is with him, 1 Sem. xxv. 25. Or if he be other- 
wiſe, his Death gives Life to the Wife's Sorrows, 
as 2 Kings iv. 1. Thy Servant my Huſband (ſaid the 
Widow to Eliſha) is dead, and thou knoweſt that 
thy Servant feared the LoRD; and the Creditor is 
come to take to him my two Sons for Bond men. 


—_ Ir the Wife be not more or leſs a chiding 
pporeh, Exed. iv. 25. a mocking Michal, 2 Sam. 

A 20. a ſullen FVaßbti, 5 i. % yet there was 
never a Marriage, but there muſt be a Funeral; 
and virtuous beautiful Sarah muſt away out of 4. 


braham's Sight, Cen. xxiii. 4. 


(3) CHILDREN are often the Sluices of Sorrow. 
Dingh was raviſhed: Simeon and Levi make their 
Father Jacob to ſtink among the Inhabitants of the 
Land: Reuben lay with his Father's Concubine : 
Jeſepb is hated of his Brethren, and ſent away into 
Exypt to the Grief of the old Man; who, taking it 


for ted that Joſeph was dead, refuſed to be 
3 (4) SER- 
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(4) SERVANTS prove vile and abominable. 
Good Mephiboſheth's Servant was a falſe Accuſer of 
his Maſter, and got away half of his Lord's Eſtate, 
2 Sam. xvi. 3, 4. 2 Sam. XiX. 24 to 30. 


(5) SUPERIORS, as Parents and Maſters, are 
ſometimes curſed Creatures: Fonathan is called by 
his Father, Son of a perverſe rebellious Woman; yea, 
a Javelin is caſt at him from the Hand of a Father, 
1 Sam. xx. 30, 34. | 


4. Cholcx Friends bring up the Rear of Sor- 
rows: Death cuts the Knot of Friendſhip: 7 on 
diftreſſed for thee my Brother Jonathan, (ſaid David) 
2 Sam. — And 1 * — * 
in the Grave, a Whiſperer ateth chit 
Friends, Prov. rg 28. yea, there 1 — 4 
tified Luſt, by Reaſon whereof the Friend is turned 
into an Enemy: So P/alm xli. 9. Yea, mine own 
familiar Friend, in whom I trufted, which did cat of 
my Bread, hath lift up his Heel again me. 


Secoridly, As it concerns to obſerve when the 
Creatures become Corroſives; ſo, to improve this 
Difpenſation. Let it be a Means to cure ſome Sin 
or other, which is the procuring Cauſe of all: The 
Creatures frown; but doth not Gop frown on ſome 
Sin, in their Frowning? It would better become 
Perſons who cry out of Superiors, to conſider the 
taking Cold in the Feet, is often the Cauſe of Diſ- 
order in the Head: The Sins of People, Wives, 
Children, Servants, are the cold Vapours which 
cauſe a Diſtemper: Eye then Sin, ſo as more to be 
| abaſed for it; and Creatures Jeſs, in a Way of Diſ- 
quiet. 

: 


 OBSER- 


- 


| 
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OBSERVATION. XI. 


The great GOD is greath to be ſeen in the. 
n rectus | 


HE . of the Creatures ſet off 


more the Beauty of the Univerſe. | A Gi- 

ant is more conſpicuous, when a Dwarf 
is brought forth with him: The vaſt Extenſions of 
the Elephant are the more illuſtrious, when. com- 
33 the ſmall Dimenſions of a Worm or 
dor 


2. Tux very . 
tures doth ſet forth the Wiſdom of Gop. The 
curious Workmanſhip about a Watch or ſome leſſer 
Piece of Artifice, —— the Skill of the Arti- 
ficer. Creeping Things, and Birds, as well as 
Beaſts and Cattle, bear a Part in the Choir, to found 
forth the Praiſes of their Maker and Preſerver, 
Pſalm cxlviii. 7, 10. 


3. Tux Creatures by Reaſon of their Meanneſs, 
did not hold back the Sentence 7 . phages at 
their Creation. The Hiſtory of reation com- 
prehends little Fiſhes, 2 har 2 Things; 
n was good, Gen. i. 20, 
21, 25. 


4. Tun meaneſt Creatures have their Uſe: 


are no dumb Cyphers in the World's W 


* 
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The Herb is ſaid to be for the Service of Man, P/ 
civ. 14. Even Serpents and Vermin are — 


wiſe might be of dangerous Conſequence to Man: 
Worms and Flyes are Baits for Fiſhes, and Food 


for Birds. 


T_ is wanting in the meaneſt of Crea- 
all! — ay, is made up another. There be 
four Things which are but little-upon- the Barth, but 
they are exceeding wiſe: The Ants are a People not 
ſtrong, yet they prepare their Meat in the Summer: 
The 8.205 are but feeble Folks, yet make they their 
— —7 The Lociſſs have no King, yet 
forth all of them by Bands: The Spider fo taketh 

10 with her Hands, and is in the King's Palaces, 

Prov. xxx. 245 Ec. 


6. Tarn i is a Diſplay of the glorious Attributes 
of Gop in the meaneſt of Creatures; and that in a 
more than ordinary Way, as He is pleaſed to make 
Uſe of them. We may _ as in a Glaſs, (1) 
The Goodneſs of God: The Wiſdom: (3) 
The Power: And (4) Tue. uſtice or Severity. 


tr) The Goodneſs or Mercy of Gov is ſeen, 
when He uſed them for the Help of Man. The 
Ravens in a Time of Famine bring Elijah Bread 
and Fleſh, 1 Kings xvii. 6. The Stories are 

known, how Meulin, at the Time of the 1 
Maſſacre, was cheriſhed for a Fortnight by a Hen, 
which came conſtantly and laid her Eggs where he 
hay hid. And at Cales, an Englhifhman who' crept 
into an Hole under a Pair of Stairs, was there pre- 
ſerved by Means of a Spider, which had woven its 
Web over the Hole, and ſo the Soldiers flighted 
the Search there. There are other Stories which 
1 dave met with; as that of Arifomenes, who being 
thrown 


to themſelves that Venom which other- 


So OQaO 20a = 
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thrown. into a deep Cave for dead with others, 
ſaund his Way out by Means of a Fox which came 
thither, and pointed a Paſſage. The Lord Mount- 
joy coming from Jreland, muſt have periſhed, had 
not Providence befriended them to a Wonder. 
« The Sky being overcaſt with a thick Fog, and 
« we bearing all Sails, fell ſuddenly upon the Skir- 
« ries, an hideous great black Rock; where, after 
« ſo many Dangers eſcaped in the Wars, it pleaſed 
« (30D miraculouſly to deliver us from being caſt 
« away (as it were) in they very Haven: For cer- 
« tain Birds, called Gulli, ſeeing our Ship ready to 
« rulh upon them, and their Defart Habitations, 
« with full Sails; roſe crying and fluttering about 
« us; whereat the Captain of the Pinace being 
« amazed, looked out, and bcholding that terrible 
« SpeRacle, cried to the Steer - man, Aloe for Life ; 
« which fearful Voice might have daunted him, as 
« it did moſt in the Ship; but he ſtoutly did his 
« Work, anſwering, Helm a-Board; which done, 
« the Ship by Force of the Stern, and by the Help. 
« of the Tide coming in between it and the Rock, 
turned about with ſtrange Swiſtneſs, and ſwam 
along by the Rock, ſo near it, that the Boat, 
« hanging at the Stern, daſhed againſt it.” Hither 
may likewiſe be referred that in Exod. xxiii. 28. 
And I will ſend Hornets before thee. Thele were 
Iſrael's forlorn Hope, and did notable Execution, 
as Zoſhua intimates, Foſh. xxiv. 12. And thus for 
Mercy diſplayed in the meaneſt Creatures. 


(2) Tus Wiſdom of God is diſplayed : For by 
the meaneſt Creatures He exalts his Wiſdom to 
check the Pride of the greateſt of Men. The Loxn 
takes down the ſwelling Humour of Men, by Means 
contemptible, and not to be contemned; Frogs and 
Lice ſhall teach Pharaoh, who is the Lond to be 
obeyed: The Magicians, who would not Nu 


„* 


hi A raſpec of 
Hand of Gov inthe Frogs, 


acknowledge the Fin- 
ger of 'Gop'in the Lice, Exod. viii. 18, 19. He- 
rod, who is cried up for a God, is found to be a 
mortal Man; Worms lay his Honour in the Duſt, 
Aus xii. 23. The Wiſdom of God is ſeen like- 
wiſe in- helping diſtreſſed ones. "They were not the 
Captains of Fifties, Hundreds, and Thouſands, 
that did help //rael out of Egypt; Gon doth with 
weak and contemptible Tools in the Eye of Reaſon, 
erect the ſtately Houſe of ſome gracious Diſpenſa- 
tion, for his People to ſhelter themſelves in. The- 
adoret tells, how Saper, King of the Per/ians, be- 
ſieged the City of Niſibis, in which the Chriſtians 
were ſore diſtreſſed: On a ſudden a vaſt Company 
of Waſps-or Flies came, got into the Snouts of the 

s, and the Ears of the Horfes and other 
Beaſts, fo. chat the Ele Horſes brake their 
Harneſs, caſt their Riders, and forced the diſordered 
Ranks to fly. "Phe King hereupon beholding the 
Hand: of Gop, is neceffitated to withdraw the 


* 


(3 Tus Power of Gon is wonderfolly ſeen in 


Matters of this Nature. The Lox p exalted his 
Power in the Slaughter of Galiab, by a Stone caſt 


the Box p breathe forth his Power by them, ſhall 
quickly blow down the Walls of Jericho. 


(4) Tus Juſtice and Severity of Gop may be 
viewed in the foregoing Inſtances: For the Attri- 
butes of Gop -coneenter-in one and the ſame Diſ- 
penſation.  Gop doth 
his People, and ſtrike their Adverſaries, The 
Lonp writes bitter Things by the Hand of the 
meaneſt Creatures, when He will make Uſe of 
ſuch Amanuenſes: The Palmer. Worm, Locuſt, 
Canker- Worm, Caterpillar, fhall-lay + = 

ä w 


out-of-a Sling: The Trumpets of Rams- Horns, if 


by one Diſpenſation help 
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waſte the Country, if He ſo dictate in his Previ- 
dence, Joel i. 4, 5, 6, 7. Amos iv. 9. 


OBSERVE then the Diſplay of Providence in the 


meaneſt of the Creatures; and the rather, ſeeing 
Go may otherwiſe afflict by them. A Worm 
doth remotely bite Jenah to the Quick: It is an 
Inſtrument, according to the Poſition -of Circum- 
ſtances, for his no little Vexation, Fongh iv. 7, 8. 
And much of Kindneſs is handed by theſe Crea- 
tures, as the greater Creator doth extend his Predi- 
dence in them. Ho much are Men beholden to 
God, not only in the Day-Time, but in the 
Night-Seaſon, in defending them from Perils by the 
leal or meaneſt of the Creatures. Pope Hdriaft Was 
choaked by a Fly. A Spider might — into the 
Noſtrils while one is aſleep, and ſo a 

ſleep the Sleep of Death. And as for poſittve 
Kindneſs handed by theſe, Inſtances have been 


given, and others might de. The great Gon, 
who made Uſe of a great Fiſh to prfrve Jen 
can make Uſe of little Fiſhes for the Relief of others. 


The Inhabitants of Rochelle were as well ſupplied 
by a Multitude of Shell-Fiſh in the Time of their 


Scarcity of Proviſion, as if a Whale had been caſt 


on Share amongſt them: Vea, a little Fiſh may, 
at ſome Times, be more ſubſervient ſor the Helpiof 
diſtreſſed ones, than a greater one. I remember a 


pertinent Story, which a - worthy Miniſter (now 


with God) told me: Some pious Paſſe were 
in a Ship which had ſprang a Leak; pray, 
whilſt others labour at the Pump, and that to little 
Purpoſe; till at length they eſpy the Water within 
to be at a Stand, and then take Heart to ply the 
Pump, and ſo get into an Harbour; the Ship after, 
in the Dock, is ſearched, and there is found» a 
certain Hole, with a Fiſh exactly filling the ſazd 


Hole, Thus, whatſerver the LORD , 


an might 
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did He in Heaven, and in Earth, in the Seas, and 
Ts Palm cxxxv. 6. 


| Ses 8 8 286 Ge d 
OBSERVATION XII. 


Providence it the great Steward of the Hou/- 
bold of this World. 


appears two Ways. 1. THERE is 
— — anc 35 The Word 


Wiſdom, and Power of Go, in provid 


ix _ civ. 27, 28. Theſe . 
give them « Meat 


* with Good 
yes of all wait 


2. Tuenz are particular Demonſtrations of 
this, grounded on Experience of God's Providerce 
more or leſs 2 diſplayed, as to his Way 
of providing for Multitudes of Perſons. The {/- 
raelites in the Wilderneſs for forty Years are there 


provided for. Their Number, the Place where, 


and the Time of their being there, all ſpeak the 
- glorious Diſplay of Providence, as Meſs doth inti- 
mate, in preſſing the Remembrance thereot, D-ut. 
vin. 2, 3, 36. Our Saviour Chrift, in fecding 

the 


Dre 


Divine Providence. 181 


the Multitude in a Deſart Place, and that with five 
Loaves and two Fiſhes, gives a Taſte of 'God's 
Providence in feeding vaſt Multitudes in the World, 


- Ir it be faid here, theſe Inſtances are more thay 
ordinary : 


IT may be anſwered, (1) Theſe however fall in 
as a Part of the Stewardſhip of Providence. 


(2) Pxovip xe is wonderful at other Times, 
when Bread is provided; and that enough for ſo 
vaſt an Houſhold. If Chriſt had put forth his Power 
in a viſible Proportion of Bread and Fiſh for the 
Multitude, whether by Creation, or by an Inclina- 
tion of the Hearts of Perſons to have brought in 
Proviſion at the very Time when it was to be uſed, 
there had been a glorious Diſplay of Providence 
theſe Ways. That the World is provided for, is 
— 1 the Manner how, be different, 
as the Lox o pleaſetn. | 


(3) TnaT the Providence of Gop holds ſome 
Kind of Correſpondence with thoſe Inſtances of the 
Ifraclites, and the Multitude fed by Chri/t; may 
more ſafely be affirmed, than denied. For, 


1. Ir there be a Diſplay of Providence in Cangan's 
becoming a Wilderneſs; why not in a Wilderneſs 
becoming a Canaan, as the Lorp ſhall exalt the 
Glory of his Attributes both as to the one, and the 
other? If Gop withdraw his Bleffing, the full 
Barns become empty. There are Ways how Food 
is made uſeleſs: So Hag. i. 6. Ye eat, but ye bave 
not enough; ye drink, but ye are not filled with Drink ; 
ye cloath- you, but there is none warm; and he that 
carneth Wages, earneth Wages to put it into a Bag 
with Holes. It is wonderful to obſerve how ſome 

Vol. XXXVIIL Q have 
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have Penury in their Plenty, as others have a Kind 
of Plenty in their tous That which is the 
Ground of this wonderful Variety, is the Providence 
of Gov. Jab tells of the Secret of Gop upon his 
Tabernacle, Fob xxix. 4. There is a ſecret Bleſ- 
ſing, and a ſecret Curſe, which may be noted in the 
Lokp's Diſpenſations. 
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2. War Gop hath done heretofore, may be 
a Pledge of what He will do, though not after the 
like Sort in all Particulars. Gop fed the /ſraelites 
in the Wilderneſs with Manna; He provided foy 
them then, that Way: If others have their Wil- 
derneſs, his Providence may wonderfully be ſeen in 
taking Care of them. Thus under more than ordi- 
nary Ditculties, there may be more than an ordi- 
nary Diſplay of Providence. Others, beſide the 
Widow of Sarepta, can tell Stories, touching the 
Meal in the Barrel, and the Oil in the Cruſe, not 
waſting and failing, 1 Kings xvii. 14. they have 
been holpen along in their particular Wilderneſs; 
their little hath gone a great Way with them. 


3- Ir due Conſideration were had to the World, 
one may ſay, that it is a large Wilderneſs, where 
the Footſteps of the old Wilderneſs-Diſpenſation in 
Atzjes's Days, and the feeding of the Multitude in 
the Deſart by Chri/?, may be traced. - I verily 
« believe (faith Luther) that there do not grow 
« {o many Sheaves of Corn, as there are People in 
the World; and yet we are all fed.” To this 
accords the Judgment of Leiſer, who withal relatcs 
this Story: Frederick the Third, at an Aſſembly 
« of People at Colen, when a vaſt Multitude of 
40 wagy Nations were met, doubting Proviſion 
* would come far ſhort for the Reliet of ſuch a 


6 Multitude, commanded both Men and Loaves 
& $6 be numbered; and when the Number 1 — 
| » « Meg 
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« Men was found far to exceed, he feared many 
« would periſh with Famine:” But it was other- 
wiſe; for no one periſhed, they had Food to the 


full, and great Plenty did remain. 


I. SEE then the Atheiſm of thoſe who can ſee 
no other Way than a bloody one, for a Nation's 
Subſiſtence! In the civil Wars of France, whey 
Complaints were made of barbarous Outrages, the 
Duke of Gui/e anſwered, „There is no Remedy; 
% we have too much People in France: I will deal 
« fo, as Victuals may be cheap.” This Man of 
Blood little conſidered Gop's Providence, which is 
the Store-houſe of Proviſion. Had he caſt an Eye 
back towards Canaan, a leſs Country than France, 
he might have replied, Pray, that the Sword may 
le turned into a Plough-ſhare, and the Spear into a 
Pruning-hook, Let Atheiſtical Politicians talk then 
of their bloody Way; let Chriſtians remember the 
Way of Obedience to GoD. So Deut. xxviii. 1, 
12. And it ſhall come to paſs, if thou alt hearken 
diligently unto the Vaice 4 the LorD thy Gop, ts 
obſerve and to do all his Commandments: The LokbD 
ſhall open unto thee his good Treaſure, the Heaven to 

ive thee Rain unto thy Land in his Seaſon, and 10 
leſs all the Work of thine Hand. | 


2. SECURE a ſpecial Intereſt in the great Steward 
of the World. It is faid of pious Mr. Heron, that 
when his Wife was making her Moan to him, by 
Reaſon of a large Family of Children, whom now 
he was about to leave to the wide World; he re- 
plied, * Gop, who provideth for the young Ra- 
4 'yens, Will provide for the Hizrons.” Thus faid 
that Man of Gor; and his Family had Experience 
of Gop's gracious Providence towards them. It 
well becometh Chriſkans then to exerciſe Faith on 


'Gop's Providence.for them and theirs. This is a 
oO” Point 
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Point that our Saviour inſiſts on, Matt. vi. 26, Cc. 
There are two general Arguments for it: The one, 
If Gop take Care fer the Fowls of the Air, which 
ow net, neither read, nor gather into Barns ; will 
He net feed you? The other, {f Gop gives a Ring- 
dom, ſpares not his own Son; will He not tate Cars 
for leſſer Matters, ſo far as they are needful in'this 


State of Pilgrimage f 
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OBSERVATION XI. 


Providence bath its different Courts, in 
#vbich the Sons of Men bave their different 
SIations. 


"A ia the Temple of old there were divert 
Places appropriated to different Perſons; ſo 
in the great Houſe of Providence: Some are 

Children, others Servants. There are three Courts 

in which Men may be conſidered. | 


1. THERE is the outermoſt Circle of common 
Providence: Here all Men may be placed. The 
Loxp maketh his Sun to riſe on the Evil and on the 
Good, and ſendetih Rain on the Juſt and on the Unjuſt, 
Matt. v. 45. Nevertheleſs He left not Himſelf 
without a Witneſs, in that He did Good, and gave us 
Rain from Heaven, and Peas ul Seaſons, filling our 
Hearts with Foed and G 15 Acts xiv. 17. 


2. THERE is an intermediate Circle of ſpecial 
Provideuce, which reſpects Members of ay 
ur 
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Church. Unto the Fews were committed the Ora- 
cles of Gop: They are called the Children of the 
Kingdom, inaſmuch as Gop honoured them with 
his Worſhip and Ordinances, 


3. THERE is the inmoſt Circle of peculiar Pro- 
vidence. In this Circle are the Children of Gop. 
The former Circle is a viſible one; this inviſible : 
The former of larger Circumference than this latter, 
for many are called, but few are choſen, Matt. xxii. 
14. The Apoſtle Paul doth deſcribe this by an 
Houſe, in which are Veſſels of divers Sorts, not only 
V:ſjels of Gold and Silver, but alſo of Wood and of 
Earth; ſome to Honour, and ſoms to (comparative) 
Diſhonour. | | 


QUARREL not then with Gop, becauſe all ara 
not within the inmoſt Circle of Providence. Cor- 
rupt Reaſon is ready to enter its Plea againſt Gap, 
as the Apoſtle intimates, Rom. ix. 19. But what+ 
ever the Pleas of Reaſon are, the Diſcoveries of 
God in Scripture ſhould be deciſive. For, 


1. Is there Ground to diſpute with the Almighty 
for his not making all the Creatures of one or two 
Kinds? The Lok needed not Direction from 
Man in the Creation of ſeveral Sorts of Creatures, 
as they are brought forth on the Stage of the World, 
Gen. i. His Will and Wiſdom is to check Man's 
Peeviſhneſs and Folly. It is not from a Defect of 
Power in Gop, ds if Stones could not be turned 
into Children of Abraham: But the Loxb's Will 
is the ſupreme Reaſon why the Creatures are dif- 
ferent. ; 


2. HaTH mortal Man, without the leaſt Im- 
peachment of Cruelty, a Liberty to appoint ſuch 


and ſuch Beaſts, ſome for the Plough, and others 
Q3 for 
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for other Uſes? And ſhall this be denied to the 
Lire There is unqueſtionably a Diſtance by 

yriads of Myriads, between Man and an infinite 
Gop. That Diſtance between Man and Beaſts, 
is but as the Ten Thouſandth Part of an Atom, in 
Compariſon of the whole World; yea, not that, 
in Compariſon of the Diſtance between Man and 
the Lord JzHovan. To rel then at the 
Lord's Prerogative, is for a Man to allow that in 
himſelf, which he will not allow to his Maker and 
Govereign Diſpoſer. 


3. Ma come not into the inmoſt Circle of 
Providence, not becauſe they cannot, but becauſe 
they will not. A Man is told, that if he travel on 
In ſuch a Road, his Throat will be cut, for there 
the Cut-throats are in Ambuſh; if this Man will 
80 on, his own perverſe Will is in Fault. A Man 
3s lick, and this or that Remedy is preſcribed, and 
he will not make Uſe of it; he dies of the Diſeaſe, 
but the mortal Diſeaſe of his Wilfulneſs may rather 
be termed the Cauſe of his Death. This is the Sin- 
ners Caſe, Ye will not came unio Me, that ye might 
. have Life. 


Loox after a Place then in the inmoſt Circle of 
Providence. An Intereſt in Gop, as reconciled 
through Jeſus Chrif, is the Pearl of great Price to 
be looked after. The Merchant in the Parable 
parts with all for this Pearl, Matt. xiii. 45, 46- 


ente 
u. 


02 


Divine Providmee. 187 
2.80 Gch ch dr dt y cn G c cn & x dx ch dn & h h 
OBSERVATION XIV. 


Niere is 4 Subſervieny of the Afairs of Stats 
to the Affairs of Gov's och r 


HAT the Motions in the World have a Re- 
ference primarily to thoſe who are called out 


of the World, appears, 


1. From plain Aﬀertions in Scripture. This 
faith the LoRD your Redeemer, the Holy One of I. 
rael ; For your Sake I have ſent to Babylon, and have 
brought down all their Nobles, and the Chaldeane, 
whoſe Cry is in their Ships, Iſaiah xliii. 14. Arid 


except (faith Chrift) thoſe Days ſhould be ſhortned, 


no Fleſh ſhould be ſaved; but for the Ele#s Sake theſe 
Days ſhall be fhortned, Matt. xxiv. 22. | 


2. From the Types and hiſtorical Paſſages in 
Scripture to this End. Thus Gop inſtructed 4- 
braham' by the ſmoaking Furnace, what would be 
the Caſe of his People, and what would be the Iſſue 
of all, Gen. xv. Exetiei's Viſion of the Wheels, 
runs Hand in Hand with the former, Times being 
diſtinguiſhed; both agree as to the Motions in &- 

t and in Babylon; and that as the Jews are con- 
cerned in their Motions of State. aniel, by va- 
rivus Types, is taught of the Monarchies, and how 
it would be in the Sheep of the Loxp's Paſture, 
Dan. vii. 8, 9, 10, 11, 12. John in the Revela- 
tion is informed of the State of the Church under 


ide Roman Power: Theſe Types are in a Sort an 


Hiſtory 
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Hiſtory of Things; and beſides theſe, there are 
Paſſages by Way of Narrative, which prove the 
ſame Thing; for, look we into the Motions of 
State, domeſtick or foreign, and the T ruth of this 
will appear. Saul is laid aſide, and David advan- 
ced to the Throne; and what is intended in this, 
ſee 1 Sam. xv. 28. with 1 Chron. xili. 3. Cyrus is 


advanced; but to what End, the Loxp informs, 


ſaying, For Jacob my Servant's Sake, and Iſrael 
mi ne Pl, 1 have even called thee by Name, Iſaiah 
xlv. 4. and how Cyrus did anſwer this hiſtorical 
Prophecy of himſelf, ſee Ezra i. where we have 
the actual Hiſtory. Again conſider, not only hi- 
ſtorical Paſſages refering to the Members; but 
ſuch as refer immediately to Chri/t the Head, and 
ſo to the Church. Two Things may be noted 
here: 


(1) Tre previous Alteration at that Time when 
Chrift came. He was born in the Days of Hered 
the King, Matt. ii. 1. Who this Herod was, and 
how the Prophecy of Jacob, Gen. xlix. 12. was 
accompliſhed, is well known. 


(2) Taz great Tax impoſed by Auguſtut, is 
another Thing obſervable. Pie Aale Wer for 
Chri/?'s Birth at Bethlehem. Augu/ius in this Tax 
pays Tribute to the King of Heaven. He brings 
Stones to build Gop's Temple, whilſt he intends 
the raifing of his Exchequer. His political Action 

hath its ecclefiaſtical AſpeR. 


3- FRom particular Demonſtrations: Political 
Motions have their References to the People of Gop 
divers Ways: 


(1) By Way of Puniſhment for their Sins. 
When the Children of the Kingdom wax wanton, 
| no 
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no Wonder if others become Scourges to them. 
Meſes prophetically ſpeaks of this; Feſurun-waxed 
fat, and kicked ; What follows? 7 will heap Mif- 
chiefs; I will ſpend mine Arrmos upon them: The 
Sword woithout, and Terror within, ſhall deſtroy both 
the young Man and the Virgin, the Sutkling alſo, 
with the Man of grey Hairs. Moſes was no falſe 
Prophet; the /raelites might find how a Prophet 
had been amongſt them, 2 Kings xvii. 6, 7. 
2 Chron. xxxvi. 14, 15, 16, 17. If we look into 
following Ages, we ſhall find, that the Houſe had 
been foul, e're the LoR D hath delivered it into the 
Hands of perſecuting ones. Thus Euſebius relates: 
« But after our Affairs through too much Liberty, 
te Eaſe, and Security, degenerated from the Rule 
« of * and after that one purſued another with 
open Contumely and Hatred, then Perſecution 
« came on.” It was wholeſome Advice therefore, 
which Mr. Bradford ve to the City of Zondong 
a Let the Anger and Plagues of Gop, moſt juſtly 
« fallen upon us, be applied to every one of our 
« Deferts, that from the Bottom of our Hearts 
« every one of us may ſay, It is I, Los, that 
« have ſinned againſt Thee; it is my Hypocriſy, 
« my Vain-glory, my Covetoufneſs, Uncleanneſs, 
« Seeurity, Idleneſs, Unthankfulneſs, Self-love, 
« which have deſerved the taking away our good 
« King, of thy Word, and true Religion, of thy 
“good Miniſters, by Exile, Impriſonment, an 
6 Peatp; it is my Wickedneſs that caufeth Succtſa 
* to thine Enemies.” 


(2) By Way of Puniſhment for Injuries offered 
to the People of Gop: Gop orders fome to be 
Scourges to others who have been Scourges to his 
People. Nebuchadnezzar is the Sword of the LoRD 
zpainſt Egypt, Exel. xxix. 18, 19, 20. And what 
Et was to the Houſe of J/razl, we * 
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Verſe 6. where it is ſaid, Al! the Inhabitants of 
Egypt all know that I am the LoRD, becauſe t 
have been a Staff of Reed to the Houſe of Iſrael. It 
is obſerved how the Turks have fallen on, and poſ- 
ſeſſed themſelves of ſuch Places, from whence the 
Proteſtants have been expelled by the Papiſts. 
Bloody Popery hath W 50108 belonging to it. 
The more repeated are the Inſolencies and Cruelties 
of Papiſts, the greater Ground of Comfort have ſe- 
rious Proteſtants; and that becauſe the Lord hath 
his Time to make Inquiſition for Blood. 


(3) By Way of Diverſion. Gop doth ſome- 
times fill bath the Heads and Hands of Men full ſ 
with Work, ſo that they are not at Leiſure to per- . 
ſecute his People. Saul cannot follow his hunting 2 
David as a Partridge on the Mountains ; there was 
another Work provided, the Philiſtines had invaded 
the Land. 1 Sam. xxiii. 27. 1 Sam. xxvi. 20. 

h ancient and modern Hiſtories furniſh Exam- 
ples of the like. Providence hath thrown in a Bone 
of Contention, and ſo there hath been a Divers 


ſion. 
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1. LEARN hence to take Notice of the Care and 
Love of Gop towards his People. God forgets 
not the Good of his People in the Commotions that 
are in the World. Chriſtians under the Cloud ſee 
not this, and are ready to ſay otherwiſe. Zion 1 
faid, The LoRD hath forſaken me, and my Gon ( 
bath forgoiten me, Iſaiah xlix. 14. But what faith l. 
Gop, Can a Woman forget her ſucking Chili, that b 
He. ſhould not have Compaſſion on the Son 70 ber Womb? I 
Yea, they may forget, yet will not 1 forget thee, f 
Verſe 15. 


2, Learn how Divinity will ſee beyond State I ; 
Policy. As there are different Motions in the Ak | 
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fairs of State; ſo theſe different Motions have their 
Correſpondency with the different Temper of a 
People profeſſing Godlineſs. If Hypocriſy inſtead 
of ſcrious Piety, and other Sins, ſpread as a Gan- 
grene, no Wonder if there are frowning Aſpects 
one Way or other, 1/aiah x. 6. If there be ſerious 
Prayer to God, together with Humiliation and 
Reformation, then He who hath torn will heal; 
and He who hath ſmitten, will bind up, H/. 


. 


3. GrvE not Way to Fears, Unbelief, and De- 
ſpondency, in the Midſt of all the Toſſings of Af- 
lairs of the World. Let Perſons mind their Duty, 
and let Gop alone to govern the World. Conſider, 


(1) ALL the Affairs of the World are ſubject to 
Chrift, who is the Head af the (Church, L. 5 83 
Now if Chri/t be the Head, He is not without 


Eyes, He ſees what is to be done; and He is not 
without Senſe, ſenſible He is what is done in Way 
of Aﬀeront to any of his Members. Though Chr:f# 
in Regard of his * Preſence, be above the 
Clouds; yet He hath a Feeling of what is done to 


the leaſt of his Saints. 


(2) Tux Chriſtian hath a large Charter of all 
Things to work for Good, Rom. viii. 28. The 
Church hath a large Jointure ; not only the plea- 
ſant Vineyards, but the wild Copſes of the World, 
bring in a rich Income to her: All is hers for Good, 
1 Cor. iii. 22. and Gos thinks nothing too good 
for her. I am the LorD thy Gon, the Holy One of 
Iſrael, thy Savieur. I gave Egypt for iy Ranſom, 
Ethiopia and Sheba fer thee : Since thou waſt precious 
in my Sight, thou haſt been honourable, and I have 


led thee : Therefore will I give Men for thee, and 
People for thy Life, Iſaiah ulli. 3, 4. TW 


| 
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PROVIDENeE outwits the Church's Enemies 


in their Cont niuvances againſ the Church, 


THAHE Truth of this will appear three Ways: 
: | 1. From Compariſons in Scripture, the 

'* Scope of which are to ſet forth the Prei- 
dence of Gon, as baffling Mens Devices againſt his 
People. So Pſalm vii. 14, 15, 16. Behold he tra- 
velleth: with Iniguity, and hath - conceived Miſchief, 
and brought forth Falſhood : Hie made a Pit, and it 


| ran tree whe Dl which be. made ; His 257 
Ball return upon his own Head, and his vielent De 


ing ſhall come down upon his own Pate. 


2, From Examples of ſuch, whoſe ſinful Policy 
hath proved notorious Folly. Came en (faith the 
King of Egypt) let ws deal wiſe with them, Exod. 
i. 10. That Wiſdom was ſteep'd in the Blood of 
the {/raelites; but it had another Kind of Conclu- 
fion than was intended. The 1/raelites are multi- 
plied, eſcape out of Egppt,. carry away, Wealth 


With them; and the Egyptian Prince, with the Ar- 


mies of Egypt, periſh in the Red Sea. Achitepbel 
is an Oracle for Policy; and yet his Policy recoil- 
ing, beats him, with iſdom, to the Earth. 
Bring me Nu (aid 
he to the Wiſemen) that I may come and worſhi 
Him, Matt. ii. 7, 8. However he is defeatcd; for 
the Wiſemen arc warned of Gop in.a Dream to 
the contrary. 


3. Fou 
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3. Fxom Demonſtrations ; and that, (1) In 
general. (2) In particular. 


(1) In general. Whoſo ſhall place in one Scale 
God's Wiſdom, and in the other the Quinteſſence 
of Mens Policies, Hall find all the Policies of Men 
too light to counter - balance infinite Wiſdom. 
True 1s that of Solomon, There is no Wiſdom, nor 
Underflanding, nor Counſel againſt the Lok, Prov. 
XXI. 30. 


(2) In particular. Let a View be taken, 1. Of 
the Agents. 2. Of the Way which is taken to ac- 
compliſh the End intended by Men. 


As for the Agents, theſe are of two Orders: 
Firft, Principal or primary. Secondly, Miniſterial 
or Under-Agents; and each of theſe fall under 
Conſideration. | 


Fir, Taz principal or primary Agents have 
often Providence ſo counter working that 
there is a Suſpenſion of Action: What is propound- 
ed, is as it were Thunder-ſtruck, and the Plot 
ſtumbles at the Threſhold : This comes to paſs di- 
vers Ways, 


1. By the Interpoſition of ſome one or other, 
who is amongſt them. An Inſtance of this, we 
have in Jobn vii. An Aſſembly there is of the 
Chief 2 when 8 45. 2 
interpoſeth, ſayin oth our udge an 
before it bear ror know what 1 4% Verk 
95 Nicodemus hath a Check given, Verſe 52. 

et the Aſſembly is broken up; every Man went 
to his own Houſe, Verſe 53. 


Vor. XXXVIII, R 2. By 
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2. By Means of ſome calming Counſel dropt by 
one or other, who is of the ſame Mind with the 
Parties themſelves. Principles of Humanity are not 
baniſhed from all; and theſe check bloody Conclu- 
ſions. So Gamaliel ſtopt the Proceſs from coming 
forth againſt the Diſciples : 1 Principles 


Gamalfel acted from, the Iſſue of his Speech is plain, 
for te him they agreed, Acts v. 40. It may be ob- 
ſerved, how ſome of the Heathens have interceded 
for the Chriſtians, and ſo there hath” been a Stop 
put to Perſecution. | 


3. By Reaſon of a ſharp Conteſt amongſt the 
Parties themſelves. This Man (it was faid by 
ſome) is not of Gop, becauſe He keepeth not the Sab- 
bath: Dey; athers ſaid, - Hew can a Man that is a 
Sinner, do ſuch Miracles? And there was a Diviſion 
among fl them, John ix. 16. So a Bone of Con- 
tention is thrown amongſt the Pharĩiſees and Sad- 
duces: There aroſe a Diſſention between the Phariſees 
and Sadduces; and the Mullitude was divided, Acts 
xxiii. 6, 7. | 


4. By Means of Mens own Fears. Some would 
he more miſchievous; but they fear the Event. 
Herod holds his Hands from ſlaying the Bapty for 
a whilez he feared the Multitude, becauſe they counted 
Him as a Prophet, Matt. xiv. 5. The Chief 
Prieſts and Phariſees ſtorm at Chrif*s Sermon; bat 
toben they ſought ta lay Hands en Him, they feared 
the Multitude, lecauſe they took Him for a bet, 


8 


Matt. xi. 45, 46. 


5. By Reaſon of ſome Diverſion, their Hands 
being full of other Work. That Inſtance of the 
Phil:flines invading the Land, by Means whereof 
Saul was diverted from the Purſuit of David, is 


tull Proof, 1 Sam. xxiii. 27, 28. The-Proteſtants 


10 
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in Germany had a Writ of Eaſe, by Reaſon of the 
Turks finding Work for the Emperor. 


6. By the Death of Perſons. Here the ARtion 
falls to the Ground with the Perſon. Death con- 
cludes Mens Proj _ * Defigns. In that very 
Day his Thenghis bo Pſalm cxlvi. 4. The 
Angel tells Foſeph, 110 are dead which fought: 'the 
Chili's Life, 2 ii. 20. 


* By Means of ſome other Courfe which Pro 
ence takes, when it doth not take away the chief 
Agents by Death. Thus Gop works a wonderful 
Change on Perſons. The Heathen 120 had a 
Stop put to it, by Conſtantine becomin hriſtian, 
Nebuchadnezzar”s 5 are wine into Smiles 


on Shadrach, Maſbech, and Abed-nego, Dan. iii. 


„As to min terial Agents, or Under- 
Agents, which are as Hands employed to Miſchief; 
they become harmleſs divers Ways, 


r. BY implanting Grace in their Hearts. He 


who becomes a Man of other Principles, is a Man 
of other Concluſions, He fees enough of his ſbr- 
mer Courſe of Life, and fo will not do as formerly. 
Paul lets fall his COmmiſſion againſt the Diſciples 
at Damaſcus, and ſo the Expectations of the I” 
Prieft at Jeriſalem vaniſh. 


4 


2. By a Conviction upon the Conſcience, tho' 
it end not in Converſion. So probably John vii. 

45, 46. Then came the Officers to the Chief Pri fls 
and Phariſces, and they ſaid to them, Why err 
nat brought him The enn Never Min 
Mate lik this Man. 


R 2 | 3. By 
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3. By ſome external baffling Providence, which 
puts by the Deſign intended. The King of Syria 
ſent to Dothan Horſes, and Chariots, and a great 
Hoſt, and all this is done to ſeize on Eliſha; and 
yet their Work is not done, as the Story at large 
18 recorded, 2 Kings Vi. 


4. By drawing forth the Affections of Perſons. 
Saul was politick in beſtowing his Daughter on 
David, that ſhe might be a Snare unto him, 1 Som. 
xviii. 21. But this 8 his takes not; for ſhe 
deceives the Deceiver: Her Love to David is ſeen 
when the Meſſengers of Death were ſent for him, 
1 Cam. xix. 11. 


5. By the Deaths of ſuch as are employed. 
They who envy others their Lives, may quickly 
loſe their own. Providence can ſoon provide Graves 
for thoſe whoſe Throats are open Sepulchres againſt 
Gop's Servants. That furly Captain with his 
Fifty, and the ſecond with his, experienced this: 
Their Words were ſtout againſt the Prophet, Thou 
Man of God, the Kin ſaid, Come down, faith 
the firſt. O Man of Gov, thus hath the King ſaid, 
Come down quickly, ſaid the other; and inſtead of 
the Prophet's coming down, Fire came down, and 
conſumed them and their Fifties. 


6. By fome extraordinary Diſplay of Providence, 
where Death doth not intercept the Under-Agent. 
Balaam is ſent to curſe Jae; he brake not his 
Neck by the Way; on he goes, but the Work is 
not done; an over-ruling of Providence is 
ſeen, as Numb. xxiv. 10. And Balak's Anger was 
dindled again Balaam, and be fmote bis Hands toge- 

«ther : And Balak ſaid unto Balaam, I called thee to 
eurſe mine Enemies, and behold thou haſt altogether 


bleſſed them theſe three Times. And thus for the 
miniſterial 
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miniſterial Agents, how they become vain in their 
"Attempts. ak 


b (2) Ix the next place, The Way, or Means, 


in order to the End, is to be ſpoken to: And this 
may be conſidered divers Ways, 


1. As abſurd, and improper to bring about the 
End. The Action is like that of the Men, who 
are (aid to make an Hedge to keep in the Owl, and 


to ſeek for a River to drown the Eel in. Mens 


unruly Paſſions are Inlets of Folly: A Miſt is raiſe 
by theſe, and fo they fee not their Way. There 
is a judicial Infatuation. The wiſe Man's Eyes are 
in his Head; but the Fool walketh in Darkneſs, 
Eccleſ. ii. 14. Surely the Princes of Zoan are Fools; 
the Counſel of the wiſe Counſellors is become brutiſh— 
lah xix. IT. | 


2. Ir the Means pitch'd on be fit to bring about 
the End, then a Diſplay of Providence there is, in 
that the Means are not cloſed with. Thus the 
Counſel of Abithophe! takes not with Ab/alkm, 
2 Sam. Xvii. 14. Abſalom, and all the Men of If- 
 racl, faid, The Coumſel 7 Huſhai the Archite, 1s 

better than the Counſel of Ahithophel: For the Lox 
bad appointed to defeat the good Counſel of Ahithophel, 
8 Intent that the LoRD. might bring Evil upon. 

Om. awd ET 


3. Troucn the Means be liked, yet all ig 
daſhed by ſome Diſcovery made, and that by Means 
extraordinary or ordinary. 'Fhe King of Syria's 
Deſign where he would have his Camp, is diſco- 
vered by the Prophet to the King of //rae!, who. 
ſaved himſelf thence not once, nor twice, 2 Kings 
vi. 10. Nehemiah perceived. that Gon had 
not Shemaiah, but that Tobiah and Sanhballat: 

1122 R 3 had. 
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had hired him, Neb. vi. 12, 13. Black Deſigus 
are unmaſked by Providence: So the Powder-plot 
in King James Days. Let the Man at Rome 
canonize the Under- Agents for Saints, the Scrip- 
ture will evidence them to be Sinners. 7 


4- SUPPOSE the Means fail not by Reaſon of 
Diſcovery ; yet they are marred in the Manner of 
uſing. Men make more Haſte than good . 
The Counſel of the Froward is carried headlong, Job 
V. 13. Mens Counſels are carried headlong, when 
they go too faſt forward, and make ſo much Haſte 
on, that they tire, and are out of Breath, or ſtum- 
ble, or break themſelves, before they attain their 


Journey's End. 


Fi. Ir Men miſcarry not with their Deſign in 
the Manner of managing it; yet they hit not the 
Seaſon for effecting it. Saul's Meſſengers come 
with their Net to catch David, but the Bird. was 


fled, 1 Sam. xix. 12, 14. 


6. Ir there be a ſeaſonable Application of Means, 
according to human Apprehenſion; yet the End is 
not attained, by Reaſon of ſome Check given at 
the Time. Man hnoweth not that which all le; 
for who can tell him when it ſhall be? Eccl. viii. 7. 
Cafar Borgias,, who thought to manage all to his 
own Intereſt on his Father's Death, little thought 
of his own Sickneſs at that very Time, whereby all 
his other politick Proviſion avatled nothing. It is 
worthy of Obſervation, how there is a Check given 
at the Nick of the intended Application of Means, 
and that ſometimes by ſome ſingle Emergency, 
fometimes by a Throng of Occurrences. Gon 

will be known to be ſupreme; Man appoints, and 
the Lord diſappoints, | 5 holed 
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5. SUPPOSE the Application of Means are not 
thus checked ; yet how is all over- ruled, and hath 
another Iſſue than was intended? Here we may 
conſider the Iſſue of the Application of the Means, 
two Ways: (2) In Reſpect of Believers (2) Ia 
Reſpect of Sinners. 


(1) In Reſpect of thoſe who are aimed at by 
wicked ones. The worſt that wicked Men can 
do, is ordered for the beſt. Shemei's Lying and 
Reproaches ; yea, the drunken Drollery of others 
in David's Days, ſhall do David Good, 2 Sam. 
xvi. and Pſalm Ixxix. 12, 13. There was a Court 
Project to caſt Daniel into the Den of Lions; the 
King was circumvented: No Help for Danzel, but 
from Gop: The Plot which took, was broken by 
its Succeſs. Had not Daniel been 3 in, what 
had become of thoſe ſignal Diſpenfations of Provi- 
dence towards Daniel? And ſuppoſe the Plot of 


theſe Courtiers, as to the End of it, the Ruin of 


Daniel, had taken; yet Daniel had been no Loſer 
to die for his GoD; they had (no Thanks to their 
Pride, Envy, Murder) been Inſtruments for pro- 
moting Daniel in an higher Court than that of 
Darius For bleſſed are they 2 

om hence — yea ſaith the Spirit, they re from 
— Far ont and 15 Mert . — 4 Ker 


xiv. 13. 


(2) In Reſpect of the Sinners themſelves; and 
fo what they have done, is a Foundation for check - 
ing what they after attempt to do another Way. 

Thus the Hedge of 'Fhorns may become (through 
an over -ruling Providence) a good Fence to the 
Zed of Roſes. Gop is wiſe, who makes the Earth, 

even that which brings forth Briazs and Thorns, to 


help his People. 


AGAIN, 
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'* AGAIN, What Men . lays Foun, 
dation for Confuſion and Vexation, in Reference 
'to what have done. They may be faid to 
dance in a Net: The Chief Rrieſts and Phariſees 
icome to-Pi/ate, and deſire the 2 be - 
ſure, leſt Chri//”s Diſciples come by 
Him away, and fay unto the People, 4 is 225 
from the Dead; and ſe the laſt Error ſhould be wore 
than the fin, Matt. xxvii. 62, 63, 64. But what 
is the lilue?' Grit riſcth, to the Terror of the 
Keepers, Shame of the Prieſts, and the — 


of the Diſciples. 


LasrLy, What Men do 3 


ends often in the Ruin of them and theirs. I hat 
Day in which the Enemies of the Jews hoped to 
have Power over them, was turned to the contrary; 
fo that the Fews had Rule over them that hated 
them, Eber ix. 1 The bloody Maſſacre at Paris 
was paid Home wich Blood for Blood : For Caſſin, 
the Field Marſhal, with Twenty Thouſand, is flain 
at the Rochelle Siege. Charles the Ninth wallowed 
in his own Blood, which iſſued out of all Parts of 
His Body: The Duke of Gwije was murdered in 
the King's own Chamber: The Duke of A jau, 
who ſucceeded his Brother Charles the Ninth, was 
ſtabbed by a Monk; and the Queen-Mother with 
Grief broke her Heart. 


1. Lx an hence, what Folly it is for Men to 
ſet their Wits on Work againit the Lozpy's People 
Surely there is no 1 —— againſi Jacob, neither 
is there any Divination againſt Urael, Numb. xxiil. 


23. It were well then, if they who go on in the 


Way of Balaam, the thick Clay Way of worldly. 
Intereſt, would ſeriouſly conſider, Jude 11: Moe 


unte them, ſer they have gone in the Way of Coins | 
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and ran greedily after the Error of Balaam, for Re- 
ward, i per bet in the Gain-jging of Gore | 


2. THERE is no Reaſon for thoſe who truly fear 
Gon, to be diſquieted, though Sinners ſet their 
Heads together, and dig as deep as Hell for their 
Plots againſt the Church of Gov, Two Things 
here are worthy of Conſideration: 


1. A Bttievsx ſhall do more by his plain 
Prayer to Gon, than a Sinner by his intricate Po- 
licy. O Lomb, I pray Thee (ſaid David) turn the 
Counfel of Ahithophel into Foolifhneſs, 2 Sam. xv. 
31. David by a ſhort Petition to God, prays a 
wiſe Man into a Fool. 


2. THERE is a notable Deſcription of Providence 
in Regard of the Devices of Men againſt the 
Church. He that ſitteth in the Heavens, ball laugh : 
The LoRD ſhall have them in Deriſion, Pſalm ii. 4. 
This Laughter, after the Manner of Men, is at- 
tributed to GoD. It may point at three Things: 


r. SEDATENESS or Tranquillity. God is not 

affected in the leaſt, by Way of Perturbation, with 
the Devices and politick Contrivances of Men. An 
Army of expert Soldiers is not moved to behold a 
Company of Children making towards them with 
Reeds in their Hands. They therefore who have 
compoſed Spirits, when wicked ones are buſy in 
their Cobweb Work, the more reſemble Him who 
lits in the Heavens, and laughs. 


2. Facility to daſh their Deſigns. A wiſe 
Man, who laughs at the Project of an Adverſary, 
ſeeth the Vanity of the Project: He needeth not 
enter into a deep Contemplation how to counter- 


work ſo ſhallow an Invention. 
3. Prx- 


| 
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3. Prxsrrexcrry, or Inſight into the Caſe of 
the Snarers ſuared in the very Courſe they take. 
A wiſe Man, who ſees in ſome Meaſure the End 
of Buſineſs at the Beginning of it, well may laugh 
when the Adve: fary Nan make a Rod for his own 
Back: The Lord gives Sinners Line, and ſo they 
are emangled to their own Sorrow: Thus He that 
ſitteth in the Heavens laughs: There is no Reaſon 
for them who have the LoRD of Heaven for theirs, 
2 weep, unleſs it be for finning againſt the 
ORD. 


A NOTABLE Story, for the Illuſtration of this, 
may be fet dowh from the learned and pious Biſhop 
Uher ; whoſe Uncle, telling the Story (but not 
knowing the Perſan) at Cs Church in Qxford, 
at the Fable ar a Gentleman blufhed, and 
confeſſed himſelf bo be the Man. 


* Fe the Phird of the Reign of Queen 
„Marz, a Purſevant was ſent with 2 Commit 
* "into Ireland, to impower ſome — Perſons 
« ta proceed "with Fire and Fa ainſt the 
„ Proteſtants: It happened, b ot „ 
this Purſevant at Cheſter lodged in the Houſe of 
„ a Proteſtant Innkeeper, who having got ſome 
<< Intimation of the Matter, ſecrerty Role his 
„ Commiſſian out of his Cloak · b * 4 put the 
«© Knave of Clubs in the Room t ereof, Some 
„Weeks after he appeared before the Lords of 
« the Privy Council at Dub/in, and produced 3 
« Card for his pretended Commiffion : They 
„ cayſed him to be committed to Priſon for ſuch 
« an Affront: Here he lay for ſome Months, 5 
'« with much ad at laſt he got his Enlar 
Then he returned to England, and quickly get y get- 
* ting his Commiſſion renewed, makes with all 


« Speed 
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Speed to dreland again; but before his Arrival 
« there, he was prevented with the News of 
« Queen Ars Death.“ | 
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OBSERVATION XVI 


PaoviDence bath various Aſpact in tha 
| Jame Matters. | 


N Exel. i. every one of the living Creatures 
had four Faces; and the Wheels are ſaid to be 
full of-Eyes, Verſe 18. What may theſe Paſ- 

ſages import, but probably the manifald Alpects 
of Providence? The Truth of the Obſervation may 
be hewn, + 3 8 


1. By Examples. That Previdance in the Bre» 
thren's going down to Et, had its various Af. 
pects; it looked backward on their Guilt, for that 
is brought to Remembrance, Gen. xlii. 21. and it 
looked forward to their Preſervation in the Time 
of Famine, Gen. xlv. 7. The laying of Saul by 
the Phili/lines, reſpects not only Saul*s Puniſhment, 
but the Exaltation of David. The Wiſemen 
came from the Eaſt; that Journey of theirs, re- 
pected their own Good, the alarming the Jews, 
the Confirmation of Joſeph and Mary's Faith. 


2. Tux Aſpects of Providence may be diverſified 


or branched divers Ways. 
1: Tar Aſpect of Providence ſometimes looks 


upward after a more ſignal Sort, and not fo much, 


down- 
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downward on the Party, the Subject of the Diſ. 
nſation: So in the Man who was blind from bis 
Birth; Maſter, (ſay the Diſciples) who did fer, 
this Man, or bis Parents, that he was born blind? 
5 anſwered, Neither hath this Man finned, ni 
- Sis Parents; but that the Works of GOD ſhould | 
made manifeſt in him, John ix. 1, 2, 25 The 
Blindneſs of this Man was an afflictive Evil both 
to the Man and his Parents : It cannot then be 
ſaid, Providence did overlook Sin, and the Afﬀic- 
tion of Son and Parents abſolutely; its Aſpedt 
there is downward in a Senſe, but more ſignalh 
another Way, viz. that by Cbriſt, in the blind 
Man, the Work of Gop might be declared. 


2. Tur Face of Providence looks on others 2 
well as thoſe who are the immediate Subjects of 
it: And this, 


(1) By Way of Caution, to take Heed of Sin: 
They in Jeremiab's Time are willed to note the 
Shileh Providence But go ye now unto my Place 
which was in Shiloh, and ſee what I did 16 it fr 
the Wickedneſs of my People Iſrael, Fer. vii. 12. 


(2) By Way of Imitation: Job's Trials may 
teach others, who have little ob's Afflictiom, 
and leſs of his Patience: Gop did ſet him up 252 
ſtately Monument for the Diſplay of Grace to the 


Ages to come. 


(3) By Way of particular b r . 
lock up to God, and wait on Him for Help, an! 
that becauſe of the Intervention of ſpecial Prov: 
dence; which though in the firſt Place it falls on 
one, yet reacheth another's Caſe: A clear Inſtance 
we have in Mark v. where Jarius beſought vii 
for his Daughter at the Point of Death, Verſe P 
| J 
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By the Way a Stop is made; an intervening Pro- 
vidence there is, in the Cure of the Woman which 
had an Iſſue of Blood twelve Years, Verſe 25 to 

Now this Providence in the Cure of the Wo- 


man, may ſerve for the Cure of Farius's Faith: 


Chri/t faith to him, Be not afraid, only believe, 
Verſe 36. Chrift here, like the Huſbandman, 
neglects not the Vine, whilſt He goes aſide to ſeek 
a Prop for its Support. 5 


3. TR Aſpect of Providence is ſometimes 
frowning, but after a different Sort: There is the 
Brow of Diſpleaſure, but different, as it reſpects 
Slaves and Children in the Family: So in that o- 


verflowing Scourge 1/aiah ſpeaks of, Iſaiah xxviii. 


Some ſhall be trodden down by it ; others have 
Ground and Direction for Support; they may eye 
Chri/t who was to come, and fo conclude there 
would not be an utter Extirpation of the Nation. 


4. Tur Face of Providence looks ſometimes on 
what is paſt, preſent, and to come: Nebuchadnez- 
zar's Expulſion from the Royal Seat, looks back 
on the prophetical Viſion interpreteted by Daniel, 
Chap. iv. 25. JWVhile the Word was in the King's 
Mouth, there fell a Voice al Heaven, Verſe 31. 
The ſame Hour was the Thing fulfilled upon Nebu- 
chadnezzar: And this being driven from Men, 
looks forward, inaſmuch as Ris Pride being cor- 
rected, he is reſtored to his Power and Dignity, 


1 Aſpect of Providence may be conſidered 


as primary and ſecondary, There is a primary 
Errand which Providence hath to a Man under this 
or that Diſpenſation; as he who goes to a Prince's 


Court, intends principally the Sight of the Prince, 
and yet beholds others there. Sometimes an af- 


flictive Diſpenſation may be primarily, by Way 
0 


Vor. XXXVIII. 8 
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of Puniſhment of ſome ſpecial Sin; and ſeconda- 
rily, by Way of Trial, or Exerciſe of Grace, 
Thus in David's Caſe, Alſalam's Pranks are the 
Remembrancers of David's Folly in the Matter of 
Uriah, fee 2 Sam. xii. At other Times Providence 
may principally reſpe& the Trial of Grace, and 
not ſume ſignal Guilt foregoing: So in Job's Caſe, 
Providence might caſt an Eye on the Sins of his 
Youth, as that Paſſage Job xiii. 26. may import; 
and yet it might primarily intend the Graces of his 
riper Years; for we read of 7eb's Piety and Cir- 
cumſpection, before the Devil was let looſe on 
him; and likewiſe the Lord's Approbation of 
him: And nothing doth Satan charge againſt Jab, 
oy a falſly ſuppoſed Guilt of Selfiſhneſs in ſerving 
OD. 


1. WHAT Stupidity and Inadvertency is then 
in the World! Previdence, like the Sun, ſcatters 
its Beams, and few they ate that ſee them: Moſt 
Perſons, if they ſee any Thing, it is like that Man 
in Mark viii. 24. J ſee Men like Tres walking: 


Men have often general and confuſed Apprehen-. 
ſions of a frowning Aſpect of Providence; it is for 


our Sins, fay they, that this or that Judgment is: 
Here is a Stop; they ate not by a frowning Previ - 
dence frown'd into an holy Loathing of ſuch Sins: 
The Aſpects of Providence are little ſeen, and leſs 
improved: Iſrael doth not know, my People doth net 


confider, Iſaiah i. 3. 


2. LABOUR to be verſed in the Aſpects of Pro- 
vidence: For Want of an holy Dexterity this N. 
a Man wrongs Gon, others, and himſelf: He 
taſtens that on GopD, which the Lorp approveth 
not, and is injurious to others and himſelf, as 
others and himſelf are concerned in the wrong 


Concluſions drawn from the Aſpects of ä 
ere 
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Here ſome Directions might be inſiſted on; I ſhall 
touch on a few. | 


1. CONSIDER how a benign Aſpet may be a 
frowning one: The Proſperity of a Sinner, is his 
Miſery ; and the Adverſity of a Saint, is his Mer- 
cy. A brutiſh Man tnaweth not, neither dath a 
Fool under/land this; when the Wicked ſpring as the 
Graſs, and when all the Workers of Iniquity flouriſh ; 
it is that they ſhall be deſtroyed evermore, Pſalm xcil. 


6, 7. 


2. Bx not too haſty in paſſing a Judgment on 
an Aſpect of Providence: The Barbarians cenſure 
Paul for a Murderer, becauſe Vengeance in its 
frowning Aſpect purſues him; but when Paul 
ſhook off the Beaſt into the Fire, and felt no 
Harm, they changed their Minds, 


3. REMEMBER, how the Aſpects of Providence 
have a different Conſideration : Sometimes a Pro- 
vidence reſpects the Perſon, but not the Action: So 
in Abraham's Caſe; Gop preſerves his Wife, which 
was like to be defiled in Ab:milech's Court: Gon 
had a Reſpect to Abraham, as he was Abraham the 
daint, Abraham the Prophet; not Abraham the 
Diſtruſter of Providence, The Aſpect of Proti - 
dence doth not countenance Abraham's Miſcarriage 
in that Buſineſs. | 


Acain, Providence may reſpect the Subſtance 


of the Action, not the Circumftances, or Irregu- 
larity coupled with it. 
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SIISIISS2STSDETISSSOSS 
OBSERVATION XVII 


Provipence bath its Harmonics. 


Hou Previdence ſeems to ſound Diſcords; 
et it hath Correſpondencies with, 1. The 
cred Scriptures. 2. With the Prayers of 
Saints. 3. With itſelf. 


* 


Fir, THERE is an Harmony of Providenc 
with the Sacred Scriptures. It is fd, Amos iii. 3 
Can two walk tagether except they le agreed? The 
Scripture and Providence walk together; they are 
2grced in the Journey's End, where to meet, al- 
tho one of them may ſeem to leave the Company 
of the other for ſome Time. Providence, in Re 

rd of its Correſpondency with the Word, may 
be termed a viſible Bible, or a Commentary on it. 
Promdence paſſeth not by any Thing as inconſide- 
rable in the Ward. In Iſaiab xxxiv. there is Men- 
tion made of the Cormorant, Bittern, Owl, R+ 
ven, Vultures, and all theſe as Tokens of Deſola- 
tion, Verſes 11, 12, 13, 14, 15. Obſerve what 
follows : Szek ye out the Book of the Lox p, and read: 
None of theſe ſhall fail; none ſhall want her Mate: 
For my Mouth it hath commanded, and his Spirit i 
hath gathered them. 


More particularly, the Word may be cor 
ſidered, 


1. By Way of prediction, or fore - telling Mat 
ters preciſely. 


2. BY 


* 


at 


Jy 
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2. By Way of Aſſertion: Inſtances frequently 


eccur in the Proverbs of Solomen, referring to the 
Righteous and the Wicked. | 


3- By Way of Threatning. 
4. By Way of Promiſe. 


ACCORDING to all theſe Conſiderations Provi- 
dence doth harmonize: Let the Word be underſtood 
right, and Providence will not be found wrong. 
The Word and Providence are like two Sticks in 
the Water, which ſeem crooked by Reaſon of the 
Medium. God will not be wanting in his Provi- 
deuce, to maintain the Reputation of his Word : 
Yea, the Harmony of Providence is fo audible, that 
a Pagan Ear can diſcern it. The Captain of the 
Guard took Jeremiah, and ſaid unto him, The Loxp 
thy Gop hath pronounced this Evil upon this Place : 
Now the Lok D bath brought it, and done according 
6s He hath ſaid, Jer. xl. 2, 3. 


Secondly, THERE is an Harmony of Providence 
with the Prayers of Saints: So 1 John v. 14. And 
this it the Confidence we have in Him, that if we aft 
any Thing according to his Will, He heareth us. 
There are many Examples of this both in the Old 
and New Teſtament. So Elias prayed earne/tly that 
it might not rain, and it rained not on the Earth 
the Space of three Years and fix Months: And be 
prayed again, and the Heaven Rain, and the 
Earth brought forth her Fruit, 15 v. 17, 18. 


Thirdly, Tuxxx is an Harmony of Providence 
with itſelf. Providence, for the main, is the ſame 
in all Ages. There is a ſubſtantial Harmony of 
Providence with Providence ; otherwiſe, to what 
End are the Diſpenſations of Gop in former Ages, 
Y 8 3 commended 
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commended to the ſerious Meditation of Aſter- 
Ages? Now = Things (faith St. Paul) were our 
Examples, to the Intent, we ſhould not luſt after 


evil Things, as they alſo luſted: Neither be ye Idala- 


fers, as were ſome of them; at it is written,” the 
People ſat down to eat, and to drink, and roſe up to 
either let us commit Fornication, as ſome of 
them committed, and fell in one Day three and twenty 
Thouſand: Neither let us tempt Chriſt, as ſome of 
them alſo tempted, and were deflroyed of Serpents : 
Neither murmur ye, as ow of them alſo murmured, 
and were deflroyed of the Defiroyer. Now all the: 
Things happened unto them for Enſamples; and t 
are written for our Admonition upon whom the E 


of the World are come, 1 Cor. x. b, 7, 8, 9, 10. 


WHAT a Folly is it then for Perſons to buſy 
themſelves about other pretended Harmonies ? If 
there be ſuch Bread in the Father's Houſe, what 
have Children to do with Huſks? There are a Sort 
of Baſtard Harmonies cried up, which want Scrip- 
ture Authority. 5 


1. THERE is the pretended Harmony of Things 
with Aſtrological Predictions, which are not found- 
ed on right Reaſon, or Experience. There is little 
Reaſon 2 Men to be curiouſly ſearching after Al- 
manacks, and this to the Neglect of their Bibles. 
If Men would ſearch into the latter, as they do in- 
to the former, they might read of Eſau and Fact), 
Twin-born, but of a different Character, Ger. 
xxv. 23. They might read of many Thouſands 
dying a violent Death nigh one and the ſame Time, 
| Fudges viii. 10. and if an Aſtrologer had been 

conſulted, is it likely that he had made ſuch a Di 
ference as to Eſau and Jacob, and ſuch an Harmony 
of the Deaths of an hundred and twenty Thouſand, 
as the laſt Scripture mentions? Again, they might 


read, 
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read, that Promotion cometh neither from the Eaſ! 

nor from the Mie, nor from the South, Pſ. Ixxv. 6. 

Furthermore, they might read a ſacred Irony, Let 
now the Aflrologers, the Star-gazers, the monthly 
Progno/ticators, fland uf, and. ſave thee from the 
Things that ſhall come upon thee, Iſaiah xlvii. 13. 
Laſtly, they might hear, Thus ſaith the Lorp, 
Learn not the May of the Heathen, and be not dif- 
mayed at the Signs of Heaven, for the Heathens are 
diſmayed at them, Jer. x. 2. 9 


2. THERE is another Baſtard Harmony in Re- 
gard of blind Prophecies caſt forth from Wizards 
and Witches, the Oracles of the Devil. There 
is in ſome a wicked Curioſity to know their For- 
tune, as it is phraſed: If ſuch would know their 
Fortune, they might take a ſhorter Courſe by 
reading the 28th Chapter of Deuteronomy; or, if 
they like not ſo large a Diſcourſe, they may haye it 
in ſhort from Chri/t, who tells them, He that be- 
lieveth not, ſhall be dammed, Mark xvi. 10. 


PERHAPS it will be objected, That Prophecies 
{fo termed) fall out true; and therefore why are 
they not to be looked after ? 


I answER, 1. It is no Wonder if fometimes 
that which is ſpoken (and yet it may be in an am- 
— divers in Iſrael 

had had Recourſe to Witches, to enquire what 
Weather ſhould have been on the Morrow, when 
Samuel ſaid, Is it not Wheat- Harveſt To- day? 1 
wil call unte the LORD, and He fall ſend Thunder 
an Rain, 1 Sam. xii. 17. Perhaps, none had hit 
right: Suppoſe one had amongſt many; this one. 
ſpeaks the Truth, but not truly; having no Ground 


but as the blind Man ſhoots the Hare. 


2. SOME 
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2. SOME Kind of Predictions may have ſome 
Influence to bring about what is ſaid. A true Pro- 

y may have ſome Influence in an ordinary Way 
to further the Accompliſhment of itſelf: So 2 Kings 
ix. the Prophecy there was the Occaſion for the 
Army to ſet up Jehu: And fo, on the other Hand, 
ſome Paſlages may lead to the Thing. A Man 
hath a ſtrong Conceit of Death, he ng en. ſo; 
and this Fancy may, through Providence, have its 
deadly Operation. 


3- SATAN can give notable Intelligence to ſome 
who are his Oracles: For, 


(1) He is an Angel, and ſo hath a deep Inſight 
into Matters. 


(2) HE hath had long Experience as to Matters 
in the World: He is an old Serpent, Rev. xii. 9. 


(3) Hz can quickly take Cognizance how 
Things are in their Cauſes both natural and moral. 


- (4} Tus Devil hath a great Stroke in Matters 
brought about in the World: Satan could know 
what would befall Abab and Fob, when he had 2 


Commiſſion what to do. 


(5) Gop hath wiſe Ends in the Verification of 
what is ſometimes foretold: That Place in Deut. 
xiii. 1, 2, 3. is full for this Purpoſe. Providence 
forbears not to go the Journey, becauſe Satan doth 
ſo probably gueſs, ,and give it out; yea, Providence 
ſets forward the rather for the Trial of Perſons: 
And therefore let that pertinent Inſtruction be re- 
membered, 1/arah viii. 19, 20. And when they /ball 
fay unte you, Seek unte them that have familiar Spi- 
rits, and unte Wizards: Should not a People jerk 
| And 
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unto their GoD? To the Law, and to the Teflimony; 


if they ſpeak not according to this Word, it is becau/e 
there is no Light in them. 


SEPTITTISER r f; rc . & b 


OBSERVATION XVII, 


There is a Retaliating Work obſervable in Gov's 
| dealing with Men. 


HIS Retaliating Work of Providence may 
#1 be conſidered both by Way of Frown and 
Smile, gracious ina Way of Favour, The 

ſame Bread which Men break to others, is broken 
to them again. Gop doth ſometimes pay Perfons 
in the like Coin; ſometimes the Payment is made 
in Bullion, which tho? it have not the ſame Image 
or Superſetiption on it, yet it comes out of the fame 
Mine. There is a general Accord with what pre- 
ceded. For the further clearing of which we may 


conſider, 


Firſt, Tate are Aſſertions in Scripture to this 
Effect. Theſe Aſſertions are either General, or 
Particular. | 4: hs 


1. Genz#rat. And here, not to be large, 
hear what Chri/t Himſelf afſerteth : Fudge not, and 
ye all not be judged: Condemn not, and ye Hall nat 
be condemned: Forgive, and ye fhall be forgiven : 
Give, and it ſhall be given unto yon, good Meaſure, 
A age and ſhaken together, and — 2 

give into your Boſom; for with | 


- 
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Meaſure that ye mete withal, it ſhall be meaſured to 
vou again. | 


2. THERE are particular Aſſertions, pointing 
either at frowning Diſpenſations or ſmiling ones, 
The firſt we have ſcattered up and down in Scrip- 
ture: So Haiab xxxiii. 1. Ve to thee that ſpoile}}, 
and thou tba not ſpoiled; and dealt treacherouſiy, 
and they dealt not treachero»fly with thee : When thay 
ſhalt ceaſe to ſpoil, thou ſhalt be ſpoiled; and tc hen 
thou ſhait make an End to deal treacheroufly, they ſhall 
deal treacheroufly with thee. Rev. xiii. 10. He that 
leadeth into Captivity, ſhall go into Captivity; he that 
 #illeth with the Swerd, muſt be killed with the Sora. 


Thx latter Sort of Aﬀertions we have likewiſe 
on Record: So Pſalm xli. 1, 2, 3. Bleſſed is he 
that confidere:h the Peer, the LoRD will deliver him 
in Time of Trouble; the LoxD will preſerve him, 
and keep bim alive, and he ſhall be bleſſed upon the 
Earth, and Thou wilt not deliver him to the Vill 
his Enemies: The Lox D will firengthen him upon ! 
Bed 'of Languiſhing; Thou wilt make his Bed in 
Sickneſs. Matt. v. 7. Bleſſed are the Merciful, for 
they ſball obtain Mercy. | 
Secondly, THE Prayers in Scripture imply a Re- 
taliating Work of Providence: Theſe Reflections 
have reached Heaven for an Anſwer : So Pſain 


cxxxvii. 7. Remember, O LorD, the Children of 


Edom, in the Day of Jeruſalem ; tube faid, Raze 
it, raze it, even to the Foundation thereof. So like- 
wiſe, Lam. i. 22. Let all their Wickedneſs come le- 
fore Thee; and ds unta them as Thou haft done unto 
me for all my Tranſgreſſions. And Rev. vi. 10. And 
they cried with a loud Voice, ſaying, How long, C 
Lon, holy and true, deft Thou not judge and avenge 
aur Blood on them that dwell on the Earth. 
AGAIN, 
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AGAIN, There are Paſſages in Prayer of ano- 
ther Aſpect. Boaz anſwered and ſaid to Ruth, It 
hath been fully ſhewed me, all that thou haſt done unto 
thy Mether-in- Law ſince the Death of thy Huſband ; 
and bow thou haft left thy Father, and thy Mather, 
and the Land of thy Nativity, and art come to a Peo- 
ple which thou knetwe/t nit heretofore. The LorD 
recompenſe thy Mert; and a full Reward be given 
thee of the LoRD GOD of Iſrael, under whoſe tings 
thou art come to re/i, Ruth ii. 11, 12. The Loxp 
(aid Paul) give Mercy unto the Houſe Oneſipho- 
rus, for he oft refreſhed me, and was not aſhamed of 
my Chain, 2 Tim. i. 16. 


Thirdly, THERE are Examples of a Retaliating 
Work; and that, 1. By Way of Wrath. 2. By 
Way of Mercy. 


1. To begin with the firſt Sort: The Firſt-born 
of Egypt were ſlain, according to the bloody Edict 
for the deſtroying the Children of the  //raelites ; 
and as Orders were iſſued out to drown the Chil- 
vren' of the /frae/ttes in Egypt's River, ſo Pharach 
with his Hoſt are drowned in the Red Sea, Exod. 
1. 16, 22. with Exod. xii. 29. and Exed. xiv. 30. 
Scmuel tells Agag, As thy Sword bath made lumen 
childleſs, fo ſhall thy Mother be childleſs among Mo- 
men, 1 Sam. xv. 33. Vengeance is for Edem; and 
why? Becauſe Edom hath dealt againſt the Houſe 
of Fudab, Ezek. xxv. 12, 13, 14. O Jeruſalem, 
(laid Chrift) which killeft the Prophets, and floneft 
tem which are ſent unto thee—behold now your Hotſe 
15 left unto you deſolate, Luke xiii. 34, 35. It is 
ſaid, Rev. xvi. 6. For they haue fhed the Bliod of 
Saints and Prophets, and thou haſt given them Blond 
lo arink, for they are worthy. And Rev. xviii. 6. 
Reward her, un as ſhe rewarded y; and double 
wito her double, according to ber Works; in the reg. 

whic 
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which ſhe: hath filled, fill to her double. Many In- 


ſtances are there in civil and eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, 
which abundantly witneſs this: The Sins of Fraud, 
Perjury, Oppreſſion, Blood, are written in capital 
Characters on the Forcheads of the Puniſhments. 


Tux next Sort of Examples come to be ſpoken 
to. The Midwives, who would not pull down 
the Props of the //raclitifþ Houſes, (I mean, the 
Male Children) have Houſes made for them, Ex. 
. 21. God's making them Houſes may be un- 
derſtood in R of the Increaſe of Poſterity or 
in Regard of Honour, their Houſes or Families are 
made illuſtrious; they who honoured Gop, and his 
People, in an afflicted Condition, are honoured by 
Gor; or laſtly in Regard of Wealth, they are 
bleſt with a Confluence of good Things, who would 
not be inſtrumental to rob the //raelites. Lot ſhews 
Kindneſs to Angels, in the Shape of Men; and he 
who would defend his Gueſts, is defended by them, 
Gen. xix. I 5 Sc. 


Tuenz are Examples of the ſame Truth in 
Hiſtory, Freſcobalt, a Merchant of Florence, was 
very bountiful to Cromwell, after Lord High Chan- 
cellor of England, and found the Recompence of 
his Bounty in Florence, at London; for coming thi- 
ther to get in ſome Monies due to him in England, 
being now in low Eſtate, he finds one high enough 
for his Help and Relief: By the Aſſiſtance of the 
Chancellor, his Debts are paid; and the Money 
which this Merchant gave, or rather lent to the 
other, being in a mean Condition, is refunded 
with noble Intereſt, viz. Eight Hundred Ducats 
for Fifty, diſburſed in order to Cromwel['s Return 
to Englaud. In the Life of that famous Preacher 
Lavater, there is a memorable Story of his Father: 
He being in the War, had Compaſſion on à com- 

mon 
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mon Soldier labouring under great Extremity by 
Reaſon of Thirſt; though he were an Officer, yet 
he took Cognizance of a diſtreſſed Soldier, and re- 
freſhed him with a Draught of Wine; eight Years 
after, Lavater in a Fight falls into a Ditch where 
many had periſhed, neither was there any Hope that 
he ſhould get out, when that very Soldier put forth 
his Hand in the: Sight of the Enemies, with great 
Danger af his Life, and plucks Lavater from the 
Jaws of Death. In the Life of Junius, it is men- 
tioned, that being at a great Diſtance from his 
Friends, and War breaking forth in France, fo 
that he could not have Monies ſent him, he was in 
very great Want, ſo that he was reſolved to dig for 
a Livelihood in the City Trench of Geneva: Being 
thus diſtreſſed, one //illiam Burde, a Taylor, hav- 
ing been out in the Civil Wars, and lately eſcaped 
with his Life, takes Notice of Junius, hath. him 
to his Lodging, telling him he would work for his 
Subſiſtence; and this he did, conſidering what 
Kindneſs his Mother (being a Widow Woman, 
and having many Children) had received from Ju- 
nius's Mother. Who knows to whom he may be 
beholden one Time or other! Acts of Charity are 
Bills of Exchange, when no Money is in the 
Purſe. He that hath Pity on the Poor, lendeth unto 
the Lox D; and that which he hath given, will He 
pay him again, Prov. xix. 17. 


Firft, In Reference then to Frowning Retalia+ 


tions of Providence, obſerve, 


1. TERRE is Ground to repent for Injuries done 
to others: There may be a ſad Reckoning of Pro- 
vidence behind: They who imbitter others Lives, 
may have their Lives imbittered by others: The 
King of Nineveh with his Nobles 2 wiſely, when 
it is thus enacted; Yea, let them turn every one ſrom 

Vox. XXXVIII. T his” 
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his evil May, and from the Violence that is in their 


Hanis, Jonah iii. 8. The Succeſs of Humbling 
and Reforming is mentioned in the tenth Verſe, 


2. ACKNOWLEDGE Gop's righteous Hand, 
when the Evil of our Sins are written thus on the 
Forcheads of our Pains. Adonibezet feels the righ- 
teous Hand of Providence in his Thumbs cut off: 
As I have done, ſo GoD hath requited me, Judges 


1. 7. 


3. BEw ARE of unrighteous Acts towards others, 
whether Magiſtrates, Minifters, Parents, Huſbands, 
Wives, Widows, or Fatherleſs. An aged Man 
being dragged by the Hair of the Head, defired his 
Son (who abuſed him) he would not drag him 
beyond ſuch a Place of the Houſe, for that he 
dragged his Father no farther. The People of / 
rael refuſed to obey the Voice of Samuel their Go- 
vernor, and they ſmarted for it, 1 Sam. viii. 19. 
They who light good Miniſters, may be puniſhed 
with bad ones: There may be Watchmen which 
may ſmite ſome for their Smiting, and wound for 
their Wounding, Cant. v. 7. hat is a notable 
Caution given, Exod. xxii. 22, 23, 24. Ye Hall 
not afflift any Widow, er fatherleſs Child; if thou 
afflift them in any wiſe, and they cry at all unto Me, 
I will ſurely hear their Cry, and my Wrath ſhall wax 
hot, and I will kill you with the Sword, and your 
IV ives ſhall be Widows, and your Children Father- 


leſs. 


S-condly, In Reference to Smiling Retaliations 
of Providence, remember, 


1. Tx leſs Ground there is of Dejection under 
Straits, by how much the more we have been help- 


ful to others under their Straits: For Gob (on 
4 : c 
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the Author of the Epiſtle to the Hebrews) is not 
unrighteous, to forget your Work and Labour of Love, 
which ye have /hewed towards his Name, in that ye 
miniſtered to the Saints, and do miniſter, Heb. vi. 
10. Job was Eyes to the Blind, and Feet to the 
Lame, a Father to the Poor, the Bleſſing of him 
tnat was ready to periſh came upon him, 75 xxix. 
He hath Experience after his Winter Seaſon of Re- 
taliating Smiling Providence; his Brethren, Siſters, 
and all that had been of his Acquaintance, afford 
him Heart and Hand for his Support. 


2. TAKE Notice, how Gop hath been a gra- 
cious Pay-maſter to you one Way or other: The 
Debts of Kindneſs are paid off in Money, or as 
good, if not better than Money: Old Barzillai, 
who had a loyal Heart and a bountiful Hand to- 
wards David in his Flight from Ab/alom, expe- 
rienceth the King's Favour to him and his. 


3. TAKE Encouragement then, to put on 
Bowels of Mercy, Kindneſs, Humbleneſs of Mind, 
Meekneſs, Long-ſuffering. Forget not, more eſ- 
pecially, to have a Reſpect to Gop's Servants; re- 
membring that of Chrift, Matt. x. 41. He that 
receiveth a Pr in the Name of a Prophet, ſhall 
receive a Prophet's Reward; and he that receiveth a 
righteous Man in the Name of a righteous Man, ſbali 
receive a righteous Man's Reward. 
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OBSERVATION XN. 


The Circumſtances of Time and Place afford 
weighty Inſtrumions to the Obſervers of 
PROVIDENCE. 


* with the firſt of theſe; it will not be 
loit Time to take a View of Providence a- 
bout the Timing of Things. And here 
three Poſitions offer themſelves. 


Fir/l, Ir belongs to Gop, as his Prerogative 
Royal, to time Matters. 1/aiah Ix. 22. 1 the 
Lorp will haften it in his Time. Acts i. 7. He 
faid uo them, It is nat for you te know the Times 
and Stafuns which abe Father bath pat in his owh 
Petter. 


Szcondly, Tar Lon, who is wife, doth wiſely 
time Matters: This appears, if it be conſidered, 


1. THAT the Scripture not only ſpeaks of Time, 
but a Fulneſs of Time; which notes the mature, 
exact, fit bringing forth of Matters on the Stage of 
this World: Our Saviour came in the Fulneſs of 
Time, as we read once and again, Gal. iv. 4. and 
Eph. i. 10. 


2. THERE is no folid Reafon for Man to object 
againſt the Loxp's Timing of Matters. For, (1) 
Hereby Folly is exalted, Eccle/. vii. 10. Say nt 


thau, What is the Cauſe that the former Days were 
better 
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better than theſe ? For thou deft not enquire wiſely 
concerning this. (2) Men have ſmarted for their 
Folly, when they will have Things timed ac- 
cording to their diſcontented Humours. The //- 
raelites muſt have Fleſh-Days ; they have them, 
and enough of them, Numb. xi. 32, 33. 


Thirdly, THERE is a glorious Diſplay of Provi- 
dence in Timing both Mercies and — — 
Mercies are ſo timed, as that they are often in- 
hanced from the Seaſon for them: Gop remem- 
bered Jeſeph, in the Butler's forgetting him; for 

oſeph is reſerved 'till he be more fit for Releaſe, 
and *till Pharach be at a Loſs about his Dreams, 
Gen. xli. 8. The like may be obſerved in Daniel's 
Caſe; between whoſe intended Slaughter and Ad- 
vancement there was but a little Time, Dan. ii. 13. 
Moreover, the Time of Mercy doth ſometimes 
point at ſome Duty, which the Lorp recom- 
penceth at ſuch Time. It is obſerved, how the 
Engliſh had Victory given them on that very Day 
and Hour that the Images were burnt at Lads 
And as for Judgments, the Loxp times them: The 
Aſſyrians $0 not againſt an hypocritical Nation, till 

op ſends them, Jſaiab x. 6. Gop knows how 
to make a Calamity a double one, in Regard of 
the Timing of it. Moreover, the Day of Calamity 
may point at Sin committed on the Day that Cala- 
mity is inflicted. I hile the Nerd was in the King's 
Mouth, there fell a Voice from Heaven. Time is 
ſometimes a Glaſs to behold the Sin committed be- 
fore, at ſuch a Time as hath its Recourſe when 
the Judgment is inflited : The Day, Week, Month 
of Pain, may point to the Day, Week, Month of 


Sin before. 


Tux Second Branch of the Obſervation refers to 
Places: And here likewiſe we may conſider, 
| +3 Firſt, 
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Nrſ, Some Places are Monuments of Provi. 
dence, in Regard of what falls out there. Surely 


(faith Faceb) the Lok p is in this Place, and I knew 


it net. 


Secondly, THERE is much of Providence in go- 
ing to Places, and in the Abſence of Perſons from 
Places. A Levite lodgeth at Gibeah, Judges xix. 
15. and what falls out there, is the Deſolation of 
Benjamin. Nathan, Sadoct, Benatah, Solomon, are 
not at that feditious Feaſt of Adormjah: Abrathaor, 
Foab, are; and they had better faſted, as the Se- 
quel of the Story declares, 1 Kings i. 


Thirdly, Born and Wrath may be read 


in legible Characters on Places, and at Places. The 


Providence of God is ſeen in a Way of Mercy, as 
it reſpects the Place itſelf, in blefling it, as He did 
the Land of Canaan to the Iſraelites: And the fame 
Providence is diſplayed in a Way of Mercy at 
Places, and that in doing Good to the Bodies and 
Souls of Men: Many of the which came to 
Mary, (at Bethany) and had: ſcen the Things which 
Jeſus td, believed on Him, John xi. 45. The 
blind Man is in the Way nigh Jericho, and Chr:/t 
paſſed by, and healeth him, Lule xvii. 35. And 
as Mercy is thus diſplayed, ſo Wrath likewiſe. 
The LorD turneth Rivers into a Wilderneſs, and - 
Mater Springs into dry Grounds, a fruitſul Lan 

ints . 8 ihe ue — that 
dwell therein, Pſalm cvit. 33, 34. e Brethren 
of Abaziah are on their Progreſs to viſit Abab's 
Children at Samaria; they are met with by Jahr, 
and ſlain at the Pit of the Shear ing-Houſe, 2 Knmgs 
x. 13, 14. King Joram is providentially drawn 
forth from Fezrec!, and met Fehu in the Portion of 
Naboth the Fezreelite, 2 Kings ix. 21. he is yr! 
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by Jebu, and his Body is thrown on that very Plat, 
according to the Word of the Lox D. 


Fxou the Lord's Timing of Matters learn, 
1. What Ground there is for wicked Men to con- 
ſider their Ways. Gop not only times Puniſh- 
ment, but ſo times it, as that it may become double 
Puniſhment. Gop hath tarned the Glaſs of his 
Long-ſuffering in Heaven ; how many Sands are 
run out, and how many are to run out, they know 
not: This let them know, That Gop will come 
in the Way of Puniſhing, if they come not in Way 
of Repenting; He will come even to a Sand. When 
the Iniquity of the Amorites is full, Vengeance ſteps 
in, Gen. xv. 16. And as the LorD timeth Wrath, 
ſo there is a vengeful Timing of it: Wicked Men 
have a Spring-Tide of Wrath, when they expected 
it not: So it was foretold of Babylen, Iſatah xlvii. 
9. Theſe two Things ſhall come to thee in one Day; the 
Laſs - Children, and Widewhoad: And in Verſe 
11. Therefore ſhall Evil come unto thee, thou ſhalt not 
now from whence it ariſeth; and Miſchief Ball fall 
- thee, thou ſhalt not be able to put it ; ana 

efelation Mall come npen thee ſuddemy, which thou 


[halt not know. 


2. WmarT Ground is there for good Men to 
wait on Gon for Mercy: Gop hath his Timing 
of Mercy, and fo Timing it, as may the more 
commend the Mercy: There is a bleſſed Seaſon to 
revive the Spirit of the Humble, and to revive the 
Heart of the Contrite Ones, Iſaiab Ivii. 15. Jobn's 
Diſciples came to Chri/t in a ſeaſonable Time, to 
be ſtrengthened in the Faith of the Meſſiah: C and 
few John (faith Chriſt) theſe Things which ye hear 
and fee, Matt. xi. 4, 5. Chrift knew when to fill 
Peier's Net with bh, after they had toiled all 
Night, and caught nothing, Lute v. 5, 6. 0 
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OBSERVATION XX. 
Man's Extremity is Heaven's Opportunity. 


HIS will appear, if we conſider, 1. Promiſes: 

2. Divine Performances: 3. The Variety 

of Ends which Gop hath in Matters of 
this Nature. 


Firſt, PRoMIsEs. Gop's Promiſe of bringing 
the //raelites out of Egypt, was not the further — 
fulfilling, though the //raelites had been long under 
the Egyptian Yoke; and their Yoke was made hea- 
vier a little before the Lord brake it to Pieces: 
The Promiſe ſtood ſtill in its full Strength, when 
the /raelites were weakeſt; Help was then neareſt, 
when they might think it furtheſt off: So we read, 
Deut. xxxii. 36. The LORD ſhall judge his People, 
and repent Himſelf for his Servants, when He 52 
that their Power is gone, and there is none ſhut up or 
left. This extends to Perſons ar People under 
heavy Preſſures; and the more Perſons evidence 
themſelves to be Gop's People, the more they may 
find the Accompliſhment of what is here promiſed, 
P/alm ix. 18. For the Needy ſhall not alway be fer- 
getten; the Expeftation of the Poor ſhall not periſh for 
ever, Palm xii. 5. Fer the Oppreſſion of the Poor, 


will ſet him in Safety from him that 


for the Sighing of the Needy, new will I ariſe, ſaith 


the Lorp, 


prffeth at him. Pſalm Ixxii. 12. For He ſhall 
deliver the Needy when he crieth, the Poor alſo, and 
him that hath no Helper. Zech. xiv. 7. It ſhall 


- come 
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come to paſs, that at Evening it ſpall be light : That 
is, Mercy ſhall break forth, when little expected; 
they ſhall have a Morning of Mercy, in their Even- 
ing of Difficulties, 


Secondly, Come we next to Performances, or 
the Experiences of good Men. Gop remembered 
Nah after he had been ſhut up in the Ark, Gen. 
viii. 1. Lot is refcued timely by Abraham, Gen. 
xiv. 13. Sarah was taken into the Houſe, Ger. 
xx. 3. and it is ſaid, Gop came to Abimelech, and 
ſaid, Behold, thou art but @ dead Man, for the Mb. 
man which thou haſt taken; for ſhe is a Man's Wife, 
Sw was fore diſtreſſed, Judges x. 9. then the 

pirit of the Loky came upon Jephtbab, and he 
becomes their Deliverer, Judges xi. 29. The 
Difciples of Chrif were in the Ship, there arofe a 
great I empeſt in the Sea, inſomuch that the Shi 
was covered with the Waves; they come to CH, 
awake him, ſaying, Loan /ave us, we prrifh : 
Then He aroſe, and rebuked the Winds and the 
den, and there was a great Calm, Matt. viii. 24, 
25, 26. All theſe are Inſtances of {eafonable Help 
from Heaven under Extremities. 


Thirdly, Tux Variety of Ends which the Lok» 
hath in the Swelling of a Diſtreſs, ere He apply 
the Remedy; is the next Thing to be inſiſted on: 
Theſe may be reckoned up as follow: 


1. To chaſten for Sm: Great Sins call for 
grievous Diſtreſſes: As Men were ſwift in tranſ- 
fling, fo Providence may juftly be flow in de- 
ivering: GoD will let Men fee by the Puniſhment, 


how provoking their Sins have been. 2. 
m 
Y 


Brethren envy him, reſolve to flay him, 
to the Iſhmaclites; they are after diſtreſſed in Epi, 
and Conſciente then awakes ; their e+e" 
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higher and higher, for behold their Money is in 
their Sacks Mouth, and hereupon their Hearts fail- 
ed them, and they were afraid, ſaying one to ano- 
ther, Nhat is this that Gop hath done to us? Gen. 
xlii. 28. Neither is this all; a hard Taſk they have 
to get Benjamin from their Father, in order to the 
Purgation of themſelves from being Spies ; and no 
going again to Egypt without him; and if they go 
not, they muſt go down to their Graves, for the 
Famine was fore in the Land: At length Jacob is 
prevailed with to let Benjamin go, and then their 
Diſtreſs riſes to the Height; the Cup is found in 
Benjamin's Sack, and according to their Verdict 
Benjamin was to die, and they to be Bondmen, 
Gen. xliv. 9. Now is the Spring- Tide of Diſtreſs, 
which overflows all the Banks, as appears from the 
pathetick Oration of Judab, who vents his Sorrows, 
ſaying, I hat ſhall we ſay unto my Lord? What 
Hall we ſpeut; or boxw ſhall we clear ourſelves? GoD 
hath found out the Iniquity of thy Servants: We are 
my Lord's Bondmen, and he alſo with whom the Cup 
is found. Now Help comes from Heaven: / am 
Joſeph, (faith Foſeph) I am Joſeph your Brother, 
whom ye ſold into Egypt. 


2. To take off the Heart from depending on 
Creatures, and to call forth Faith on Gop. The 
greater the Diſtreſſes are, and no Way for Help, 
the more there is Place for Faith in Gop. Provi- 
dence ſtraitens the Conditions of Perſons, that 
there may be more Room for the Exerciſe of Faith. 
Faith will find ſomewhat to take Hold on, when 
Senſe ſeeth nothing. I looked (faith the Pſalmiſt) 
on my Right Hand, and beheld, but there was nv 
Man that would know me ; 5 © rp; me; n 
Man cared for my Soul. I cried unto Thee, O LorD; 
TJ ſaid, Thou art my Refuge, and my Portion in the 
Land of the Living, Plalm cxlii. 4, 5- K 

| 3. 


W  DTqcqH r any wean JA eco dt oat EJ. ²˙·—wꝛ⁰ ͤͥäͥ̃ - a as. * os” 


Divine Providence. 227 


3. To encourage Prayer. The Church of Gop 
in E/ther's Time, had, as it were, her Neck on 
the Block, Efther iv. 16. Prayer was made with- 
out ceaſing for Peter, Acts xii. 5. and the Lorp 
ſends an Angel, who procures a timely Delivery. 
As Gop doth call forth Prayer in ſuch Extremities 
ou our Extremities call upon us to call upon 

z0D); ſo his Goodnels is ſeen in the Anſwer made 
unto Prayer; which may further be a Loagd-ſtone 
to this Duty under the like Extremities. It is faid 
in Pſalm cii. 17. He will regard the Prayer of the 
Deſtitute, and not deſpiſe their Prayer. I remember 
here a memorable Story: Ihere was a Famine in 
a Ship, inſomuch that the Queſtion was ſtarted 
about drawing Lots who ſhould be eaten; one in 
the Ship deſired the reſt, that they might firſt ſeck 
to Gop by Prayer; and accordingly made a Prayer 
to GoD, and whilſt he was praying, a Fiſh of ſome 
Bigneſs was caſt out of the Sea upon the Place 
where he was: This they divided; and though it 
were but a ſhort Commons, yet it put a Stop to the 
Propoſal for that Time; but Hunger comes on, and 
the old Queſtion is ſtarted; the Man who had 
prayed before wills them, they might look up again 
to GoD, having had Experience of his gracious 
Providence; accordingly they go to Prayer, and 
whilſt at Prayer, a Fowl of conſiderable Bigneſs 
flies a-thwart the Ship-tackling, and is entangled : 
This they caught, and accordingly divided ; and 
before any further Controverſy did ariſe, a Ship 
appears, and pives them — | 


4. To render his Wiſdom and Power conſpicu- 
ous, and that not only to the Perſons lieved, but 
to After-Generations. 


5. To check the Pride and malicious Reſolutions | 
of wicked Men. Come, ſay the Babylenians, ſing 


is 


ner err 
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us ane of the Songs of Sion, Pſalm exxxvii. 3. Gon 
can in Time let the Babylonians know, there are 
thoſe whom He can make Uſe of to make the Ba- 
panes howl, who now call for ſinging one of the 


RD's Songs: How were Pharagh, Haman, Se. 
nacherib, check'd in the very Time! And not 
only in former Times hath Providence been ſeen 
in acting thus, but alſo in later Days. There is a 
very remarkable Story of Megdeburgh,, the Citizens 
whereof, in Charles, the Fifth's Time, ſtood out 
heroically, notwithſtanding the Emperor had borne 
down the Proteſtants in all Germany; only Magde- 
burgh is like the Pelican in the Wilderneſs, and the 
Sparrow alone on the Houſe Top; and now in the 
very Article of Time Prince Maurice, who beſieged 
them, wheeled about to be their Friend, and ſo 
makes Articles of Peace with them, and with his 
Army falls upon the Emperor. 


eee 


OBSERVATION XXI. 


Hindrances, when aud where the LorD 7 
pleaſeth, become Furtherances. 


IHE Truth of this Aſſertion is ſeen, Firſt, 
In Spiritual; Secondh, In Temporal Things, 


Firft, In Spirituals; and that, 1. In Matters of 
perſonal Concernment: 2, In Matters referring to 
the Church. 


1. In Matters of perſonal Concernment, Thus 


a Man's own Sins are ſomctimes a Foundation for 
Watch- 
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Watchfulneſs : A Chriſtian ſometimes riſeth by 
his Fall. 


2. In Matters referring to the Church of 
Gop: For, | 


(r) Tun Mountains of Oppoſition become 
Plains. The Church of Gop hath thriven wor 
poſitions: So atteſts St. Paul, Phil i. 12. 7 
Things which happened unto me, have fallen out rather 
unto the Furtherance of the Goſpel. The like Ter- 
tulllan; As often as we are mowed, we are ſowed.” 
The fame may be noted in After-Times. It is 
left on Record, how the Pope's Bull, and the 
thundering Edict of the Emperor in Luther's Days, 


did rather further than hinder the Goſpel. 


(2) Exxors and Hereſies with which the Church 
of God is often peſtered, are an Occaſion, where- 
by the Truths of Gop ſhine the more glorious. It 
is conceived by ſome, the Occaſion of St. Fobn's 
writing the Goſpel, was the Errors broached by 
Ebien and Cerinthus; and St. Paul informs us, 
There muſt be alſo Herefies among you, that they 
which are approved, may be made _— among you, 
1 Cor. xi. 19. We had not had ſuch deep Searches 
into Truths, had not the Spirit of Error poſſeſſed 
the Heads of Men. 


(3) ArosTASIES fron the Church of Chrif are 
Matter of Lamention; yet the Lox p knows how 
to.render theſe uſeful to others for their Confirma- 
tion in the Ways of Gor. God's Judgments on 
Apoſtates are a Beacon ſet on Fire to warn others. 
What befell Judas, ( Matt. xxvii. 5.) might be of 
great Uſe to the Diſciples and others at Feru/alem. 
Arrius was a Firebrand; but how extinct, when 
he voided his Bowels, * doth mention. 

Vor. XXXVIII. | 8. 
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Secondly, In Temporals, Hindrances become 
Furtherances. Inſtances there are in divers Caſcs: 


As, 


1. Is Marriage: So a likely Progreſs was made 
in Ruth's Diſpoſal to the Kinſman; Bax tells of 
him, and promiſeth he will ſee what will be done, 
Ruth iii. 13, 18. and accordingly Boaz meets the 
Man jo providentially came by) before the E]- 
ders of the City; all is broke to Pieces; howbcit 
this Hindrance is a Furtherance of Marriage with 
a better Man, even Boaz himſclf. 


2. Ix Loſſes: Men may be the better fitted for 
Proſperity, by ſanctiſied Adverſity. The Lozp 
who makes poor to a Wonder, can make rich to 
a Miracle. The Lord bleſſed the latter End of 
726 more than the Beginning, Feb xlii. 12. 


3- Ix Sickneſs; which may make Way for fur- 
ther Health, as Gop is pleaſed to order it, and 
ſanQify his Diſpenſation. Hezekiah dies not, but 
hath a Leaſe of fifteen Years added to his Life, 
Jſaiah xxxviii. 5. An improved Sickneſs may both 
phyſically and morally conduce to Health: A Man 
learns in Part to be his own Phyſician, and to glo- 
rity Gop more with his Health, than formcrly. 


4. Is Reproaches: Jeſeph is advanced, and that 
by them who intended his utter Downtall. Falſe 
Aſperſions often redound to the Glory of the Aſ- 
perſed, and the Infamy of the Aſperſers. The Ly 
of Truth ſhall be eflabliſhed for ever : But a lying 

ongue is but for a Moment, Prov. xii. 19. 


© _ 5. Ix Defeats of Armies. The J/raclites are 
ſmitten by the Men of Ai, 74h. vii. 5. and their 
being ſmitten, is an Inducement to the Men of 4 
| to 
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to be more forward than wiſe in the Management 
of their next Battle, oh. viii. 16, 17. It is an 
experienced Obſervation, "That ſome loſe by their 
Victories, and others gain by their Defeats, 


BEWARE therefore of Anger and Diſcontent, 
when ſome Hindrances in Buſineſs ſteps in. If 
Perſons had more Patience, they might be ſenfible, 
how what falls, falls out for Good. The Hindrance 
may be a Furtherance, 


1. In Regard of the Thing itſelf; that Matter in 
particular may take Place. In Gop's Time, Je- 
ph hath ſuch an Advancement as the Dreams did 
foretell; and that notwithſtanding all Eflays to the 


contrary. 


2. Is Regard of a Thing ofthe ame Kind: The 
Marria Ruth with the Kinſman is daſhed; yet 
that Way for a better Marriage. 


nerally con- 
ndantly, an 


3- In Regard of the Thing more 
fidered : Equivalently, if not Ape 


Hindrance becomes a Furtherance of Good another 


Way: The Hindrance in Temporals may prove a 
Furtherance in Spirituals; or, the Hindrance in leſs 


Matters of temporal Concernment, may be a Fur- 


therance in what is of greater Conſequence, I hnd 
an Illuſtration for this in Moryſon's Itinerary, (Part 
I. Book I. Chap. 5) At what Time a fair Wind 
ariſing, all the Ships weighed Anchor; the Anchor 
of our Ship brake, ſo our Conſorts (ſeven other 
my, went on; but our Maſter, according to the 
Naval Diſcipline, not to put toSea with one Anchor, 
returned back to the Harbour to buy a new Anchor ; 
all of us curſing fooliſhly our Fortune. On Twe/day 
Morning, while we ſadly walked on the Shore, we 


aw our Conſorts coming back with torn Sails, and 


U 2 dead 
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dead: Men lying on the Hatches; for they had met 
with two Duntirters, who had taken them, and 
ſpoiled their Ships. 


Thirdly, TAKE a View of the rich Diſplay of the 
Divine Attributes in the Exchange of Hindrances 
into Furtherances. More particularly . obſerve, 


1. Txt Power of Gop. A potent Hindrance 
Roops to Him who is Omnipotent. Pharasb was 
= great Block in the //raetfres Way out Egypt ; yet 
the LorD with one Blow {truck at the Fuſt- born, 


pens a Paſlage for {/rag;, £xed. xii. 31. 


2. Tur Wiſdom of Gop, which is ſeen ſome- 
times in the Quality of the Hindrance, which doth 
well accord with the Waggoners ſpanning the 
. W heel, whereby dhe ſtecp Deſcent is check d from 
being injurious. . Again, The Wiſdom of Gon is 
ſeen in the exact Timing of an Hindrance. David 
was diſallowed. by the Lords of the Philiflines, diſ- 
charged by Ahl, and all this at ſuch a Point of 
Time, that David might behold the Finger of Gon: 
As in briaging him off from going with Achi/þ to 
Battle; ſo in returning, him to Zig/ag, where a fad 
Cafe called for his e. Tall The Wiſdom 
of God is ſeen in a nutable Adaption of what is an 
Hindrance in itſelf, with other Matters, and ſo it 
becomes a glorious Furtherance. Daniel, with his 
Religion, is attacked by the envious Courtiers of 
Darius; he is accuſed, condemned, thrown into 
the Lions Den; preſerved there, delivered thence, 
Honoured by the King, and a Decree made, That 
Aden tremble and fear before the GopD of Daniel. 
— teach us to admire the infinite Wiſdom 

D. 
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OBSERVATION XXII. 


The Uſe of Means is Man's Works , the Suc- 
x ceſs of them is GOD's Work. 


HAT hath been ſaid as touching the 
Lonp's bringing about Things, is not 
to be underſivod as if the Uſe of Means 
wers vain: And whereas here it is ſaid, The Uſe 
of Means is Man's Work; this is not ſo to be 
conceived, as to deny a Work of Providence in 
the Uſe of the Means; for there is a Work of 
Providence in directing to the Means, and en- 
abling to uſe them: The Meaning then is to 
point out Man's Duty, and fo to leave the Reſult 
to Providence. And that the Uſe of Means is 
thus incumbent on Man, appeareth, 


1. Man will otherwiſe be found a Violator of 
the Lord's Command. Make thee an Ark of Go- 
pher-tusod, faid Gor to Noah, Gen. vi. 14. Thus 
did Noah; according to all that Gop commanded 
him, ſo did he, Verſe 22. Noah had been a Tranſ- 
greſſor, had he expected Preſervation. without the 
ſe of that Means. The Uſe of Means is com- 
manded both for the outward and inward Man, in 
Reſpect of Temporals and Spirituals ;* ſo teacheth 
the Apoſtle, 1 Theſ. iv. 11. And that ye ſtudy to be 
Quiet, and to do your own Buſineſs, and to work with 
your own Hands, as we commanded you. And Work 
out your own Salvation with Fear and Trembling.. 
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2. A Mar hath the more Quietneſs of Heart 
in the Means, altho' Gop work ſome other 
Way for Help. Hezetiah had the greater Ground 
for Calmneſs of Spirit, having done his Endeavour 
to check the Aſſyrian Inſolency ; He tk Counſel 
with his Princes and mighty Mien, to_/top the Waters 
the Fountains which were Without the City, 
2 Chron. xxxii. 3. Yet the A/yrians are not 
forced to leave their Siege by this Stratagem of 
War; God helps another Way; be L6&b fort 
en Angel, 1hich cut off all the mighty Men of Va- 
bur, and the Leaders, and Captains, in the Camp 
of the King of Aſſy ria. n | 


3. Ir is a tempting Gon to throw by the Uſe 


of what Means are to be uſed. Gop promiſeth 


the 1/paelites the Land of Candan, and they do 
not fling away their Swords; for then they might 
be fai@ to fight againſt Gop, in not fighting the 
Enemy: And when they had Canean for their 
Poſſeſſion, they were to look after Corn, and not 
expect Manna, for Manna ceaſed, and the old 
Corn of the Land ſupplies them the firſt Year, 
7 v. 12. When the Devil faid to Chri, Cut 

die, Matt. iv. 6. Jeſus /aid unte him, It 
it written again, Thou Halt not tempt the Lok D thy 


Go, Verſe 7. It is not what is taught in Chris 


School, to run to Miracles when Means are to be 


vfed. 
Ver the Succeſs of Means is Gop's Work. 
Four Things are conſiderable herein: | 


. Pr belongs to Gon as his Prer6ogative-Royal 
to fucceed Matters as He fees fit. Ute Gop the 
Lozp belong the Iſſues from Death, Pfalm lxvii. 
20. The Preparatimt of the Heart in Man, 2 

1 
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the Anfuer of the Tongue, is from the Lon p, Prov. 


I. The Horſe is prepared againſt the D 
I. but Safety is oth he Lon, Nor. 1 


2. PROBABLE Means take not, and improbable 
ones attain the End, as the LozD is pleaſed. A/a's 
Bn of Phyſicians cure him not, 2 Chron. xvi. 

— Som have by inconſiderable Means been 
recovered of Sicknefs, when 7 notwithſtand- 
ing vaſt Expences, have flipt into their Graves. 
It is + obſervable, how an Handful of Men do 
ſometimes I a vaſt Arm a: Army of the 


Syrians came with a im band the 
— delivered a great Holt Into to thei _ 
2 Chron. xxiv. 24. 


3. Mzaxs uſed take not, till Gor be pleaſed 
dual to work in his Providence. Toſeph was 
not {© fool- hardy, as not to uſe Means for his 
Liberty; But think on me (ſaid he to Pharaoh's 
Butler). when it Hall be well with ties; and ſhew 
Kindneſs, 1 pray thee, unto me ; and mate Mention 

ne unto Pharc and bring me out of this Houſe, 

n. xl. 14. Jeſepb here doth his utys yet id 
not the chief Butler remember Jeſeph, but forgat 
Him, Verſe 2 + And though the Butler forgat 
Bab, yet G ©-D. remembers Jeep, ſends a 

team to the Kine. a great Noiſe is made at 
Court hereupon this hg pon the Butler 
from his ſleepy any Kare J remember Kaas faith 

he) my Faults this 2 


4. Ms ans uſed have ſometimes à quite contrary 
Iſſue to what they are intended, or might in Pro- 
dability produce. 2 M d his Reply 

to the Charge about K ohn xvidi. 36, the 
Diſſuaſive dy Pilates Wie att. xxvii. 172 the 
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Teſtimony of Pilate's Conſcience, Matt. xxvii. 24. 
all theſe center not in the abſolving of Chrif, but 
He muſt ſuffer.” That Means have a quite con- 
trary Ifſue, hath before been demonſtrated in di. 
ſtint Obſervations. 


_ (1) Ses the Error of thoſe who more or leſs caſt 
off the Uſe of Means. 


1. How repugnant is this to the Dictates of 
common Reaſon, . Reaſon dictates the Uſe, and 
the proportionable Uſe of Means in all Matters, 
The common Proverb evidences ſo much; . 


mu} not lie in the Ditch, and cry Gop help. 


2, How contradictory is this Courſe often to 
the Perſons own Practice. There was one who 
had taken up a Conceit, that if Gop would fave 
him, he-ſhould be ſaved; and if not, the Uſe of 
all Means was in vain: He falls fick, ſends for a 
Phyſician, who knowing the Diſeaſe of the Pati- 
ent's Mind, as well as the Diſeaſe of the Body, 
replies, If Gop have a Purpoſe to recover you, 

you ſhall be recovered; and if not all my Labour 
will be loſt”. | TM | 


(2) B encouraged to the Uſe of Means in 
Matters. Jaceb had his Preſents for "Eſau ; and 
there was an honeſt Policy in the Manner of or- 

dering the Preſents ſent, Gen. xxxii. 13 to 21. 
Feremiab was earneſt with the King, ſaying, Let. 
my Supplication, I pray thre, be accepted before thee, 
that thou _ me not to return to the Houſe of Jo- 
nathan the Scribe, left T die there, Jer. xxxvii. 20. 
Beſides the common Practice of God's People in 
the Uſe of Me:ns, there are two Things 'obſerv- 
able; that they have uſed Means, notwithſtand- 


2 
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ing the Promiſe of Gop for the effecting of Mat- 
ters; and alſo, notwithſtanding remarkable Pro- 
vidences diſplayed in their precedent Preſervation. 


To conclude this, let two Things be remem- 
bered : | 


1. SEE the Means be regular. Means are re- 
ular, (3) In Regard of natural Tendency to the 
End : He that will plow his Land, muſt not beat 
his Plowſhare into a Sword ; and he that will go 
to Battle, muſt not beat his Sword into a Pruning- 
hook. If Feremiah muſt be had up out of the 
Dungeon, he is not drawn up with àa Twine- 
thread, but with Cords. (2) In Regard of God's 
Command. Men muſt not, under Difficulties, 
with Saul, go to an Endor Woman. To fall in 
with Sin, is to fall out with Gop's Word, which 
warrants no ſuch Means to be uſed. 


2. Eys -Gop dependently and ſubmiſſively in 
the Uſe of Means. a did mind Prayer to 
Gon, as well as the Preſents ſent. There was a 
Conjunction of Piety and Policy. With many, 
the Means is the ſpeaking Figure, and Gop the 
dumb Cypher in a Buſineſs ; but with Jacob it was 
not ſo. Let Jacob's Gop be thy Gop in the 
Uſe of the Means, if thou wilt have Him be thy 
Gop in the good Succeſs of them. Eye Him 
therefore in all; and fay as David, Let Him d 


40 me as ſeemeth Him good. 
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The CONCLUSION. 


TT remains only to give ſome general DireQi- 
ons for the Improvement of providential Diſ- 


penſations. 


1. MAKE not ſecond Cauſes ſole Cauſes in 
Matters, by denying the Agency of the firſt 
Cauſe, Some there are (as a reverend Man faith) 
who will rather aſcribe Noah's Flood to an extra- 
ordinary Concourſe of watry Planets; or the 
Drowning of Pharazh's Hoſt to the inconſiderate 
venturing upon an high Tide, than to Gov's 
Wrath for Sin. Now whatever Shifts Men have 
to the darkening of the Hand of Providence, the 
holy Scriptures teach us otherwiſe. The Deſtruc- 
tion of Sod:m and Gemerrab is attributed to Gop 
as the righteous Author thereof ; and yet there are 
not wanting ſome who impute that viſible Deſola- 
tion to a Contingency of ſecond Cauſes ; and this 
Imputation of theirs is contrary to the Scripture, 
which doth in an eminent Sort ſet forth the Hand 
of Gop as falling heavy on thoſe Places, Gen. 


Xix. 24, 25. Deut. xxix. 23. 2 Pet. ii. 6. It is 


worthy of Obſervation, that there are frequent 
Tempeſts in the Mediterranean Sea, where Fonah 
failed, and yet there is no Reaſon to deny Provi- 
dence in his Voyage; for it is ſaid, LorD 


ſent out a great Wind into the Sea, Jonah i. 4. 


2. Take Heed of inferring an Intereſt in the 
ſpecial Favour of Gop, becauſe of ſome remark- 
able Preſervations and Deliverances. I deny -—» 
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but external Preſervations to ſome are argumenta- 
tive of GoD's Love. By this I know {ſaith David) 
Thou favouręſ me, becauſe mine Enemy dath not tri- 
umph over me, Pſalm xli. 11. But Providence is 
o0d to thoſe alſo who are bad, and continue ſo. 
Jeb in his Minority was wonderfully preſerved 
rom the Fury of Athaliah, 2 Chron. xxii. 10, 11. 
and yet he who was ſo preſerved becomes an A 
ſtate from Gop. The 107th P/alm is a Treatiſe 
of Divine Providence by Way of Preſervation and 
Deliverance from Dangers. Calvin there extends 
the Providence of Gop to Men in common, bad 
as well as good ; the bad are not excluded, though 
the good may be more eminently included. There 
are four Sorts of deep Difficulties, out of which 
Men are reſcued by an eminent Hand of Provi- 
nce. 


1. PERILOUs Journies, ere Men are returned 
to Places of their Habitation. This from Verſe 
1 to 10. 2. Grievous Impriſonments, ſo that 
there is little Hope of Life; This from Verſe 10 
to 17. 3. Sore Diſeaſes : From Verſe 1 to 23. 
4. Dangerous Storms at Sea: From Verſe 23 


to 33. 


FRoM this it may be argued, If all ſuch as have 
had Gop's Providence propitious towards them in 
Journies, Priſons, Sickneſs, Tempeſts, ſhall here- 
upon infer an undoubted Right to the Grace of 
Gon in Jeſus Chrift, they will build upon a ſandy 
Foundation : The beſt Way then is, to look to 
this, that we be truly good, and fo all Things ſhall 
work together for Good. 


3. Give not Way to groundleſs and ſuperſtitious 
Conceits about Providence, Some are for obſery- 
ing a Providence as ſuch, or according to their 


Fancy 
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Fancy on it : They are ſuperſtitiouſly ſerious about 
Trifles, and. trifle about ſerious 33 Mr. 
Perkins on the Third Commandment, faith thus 
of Superſtition : © It is an Opinion of the Work; 
of God's Providence, the Reaſon whereof can 
neither be drawn out of the Word of Gop, nor 
the whole Courſe of Nature : For Example ; that 
it is unlucky for one in the Morning to put on his 
Shoe awry; or to put on the left Shoe on the 
right Foot; to ſneeze in drawing on his Shoes; 
to have Salt fall towards him ; to bleed ſome few 
Drops of Blood : Again, That it is Luck to 
find old Iron; to have Drink ſpilled on him; to 
pare our Nails on ſome certain Day of the Week; 
to dream of ſome certain Things.” Thus that 
Man of Gop judged ſuch Fancies to be far from 
true worſhipping of Gop. There is one vulgar 
Obſervation which is not named here, but too 
frequently by many others, and that is this, v:z. 
A black Concluſion inferred from the Rats or Mice 
eating Cloaths ; no leſs than the Death of the 
Party is concluded: And. becaufe ſuch Principles 
are ſo rooted in the Hearts of ſome, I ſhall a little 
ſpeak to it : Firſt then, It is not denied, but the 
rovidence of Gop reacheth to Rats and Mice; 
which He doth uſe ſometimes as remarkable 
Scourges to the Sons of Men. There is a received 
Story of a Biſhop in Germany, who in a Time of 
Famine ſhut up many poor Men in a Barn, cauſed 
Fire to be kindled about them, and pleaſed him- 
ſelf with their Cries, ſaying, Hark how theſe Mice 
cry; afterwards this Man of Blood was purſued by 
Mice, inſomuch that he built an Houſe in the Ri- 
ver Rhine, to ſecure himſelf; yet there the Ver- 
mine followed him with an Arreft from Heaven, 
_ ſwimming thro' the Water, and ſo devoured the 
Devourer. But ſecondly, tho* Providence extends 


to Rats and Mice, yet ſpoiling the ** by 
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ſuch is not a Prognoſtick of Death: For it is 
common to theſe Creatures to waſte and ſpoil : 
Hunger makes them break thro* ſuch ſoft Walls: 
Cato, when one made a Complaint that a Rat had 
awn his Hoſe, replied, It was no Marvel; it 
would have been, if his Hoſe had gnawn the 
Rat. | 


4. SECURE an Intereſt in the Gop of Provi- 
dence, as reconciled to thee through Jeſus Chrif?. 
What the Marrow of Divine Bleffing is, Peter 
gives us to underſtand in that Sermon to the Ic, 
Ads iii. 26. Unto you fi Go having raiſed up 
his Son Jeſus, ſent Him to bleſs you, in turning 
away every one of you from his Iniguitiet. All out- 
ward Bleflings are but dry Bones, if this Marrow 
of Pardoning-Grace be wanting. Luther calls all 
the Turkiſh Magnifcence, Wealth, Power, but a 
Crumb caſt to a Dog. It is a Propriety in Gop 
that varniſheth all the outward Bleſſings of Gon: 
This draws a golden Thread thro” af thy Crea- 
ture-Comforts : Thy Food, thy Health, thy Rai- 
ment, thy Relations, become double Bleflings ; 
rea, thy Wants, thy Sickneſs, thy Reproaches 
have loſt their Sting; for if Gop be thine, theſe 
are thine for thy Good : The Covenant of Grace 
hath made an happy Converſion of Troubles into 
Medicines; and Providence hath undertaken the 
_ a Phyſician able to perform what is under- 
taken, 


5. Ger more and more Acquaintance with the 
Holy Scriptures, in order to Proficiency in the 
School of Divine Providence. If Gop's Word be 
received as our Inmate, we ſhall not be ſuch Stran- 
gers to Providence as others are ; and that (1) Be- 
cauſe the Scripture hath a Finger to untie the 
hard Knots of Providence : A Parallel, or ſome- 

Vol. XXXVIII. W thing 
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thing by Way of Implication, is contained in the 
Scriptures, which gives Light to a dark Diſpenſa. 
tion, and fo gives Ground to ſay in this Senſe, a 

is ſaid Eccleſ. i. 10. 1s there any Thing whereof it 
may be ſaid, See, this is new? It hath been of ali 
Time. (2) The Reaſon why ſome are ſo baffled 
and troubled about ſome Diſpenſations, is from 
not underſtanding the Word of Gop: He that 
ſhall miſtake a Promiſe, will be under a Tempta- 
tion to quarrel at a Providence. Senſe and Res- 
ſon ſometimes raiſe a Duſt, but Faith allays all; 
and the Prophet's Storm ends in a Calm, Pan 
Ixxxix. 52. Bleſſed be the Loxp for evermurt, 
Am n, and Amen. (3) For Want of a ſound Ac- 
quaintance with the Word, a Providence. is little 
improved, yea mifimproved : That Diſpenſation 
that ould open the Eyes, ſhuts them. bal 
chargeth the Troubles of 1/rael on Elijah ; but by 
the Light from the Word, he might have gone 
into Obadiah's Hiding-hole, and ſeen the ejected 
Prophets, and then concluded who troubled 1jroel. 
The Princes in Germany at an Aſſembly, imputed 
the Cauſe of their Calamities to the not decking 
of their Churches, and ſetting up of Images in 
them. A poor Improvement of their Calamines! 
as if the Finger of Providence pointed at nothing 
but Pencils and Carving- Tools ! I may well there- 
fore commend to Men that of David in Pſalm xix. 
8. The Commandment of the Lok is pure, enlight- 
nig the Eyes. | 


6. KEEP up an holy Communion with Gop in 
his Diſpenſations. If Providence have a Tongue 
to ſpeak, Men ſhould have an Ear to hear: As it 
is Man's Wiſdom to enquire into the Ends of 
Cop's Diſpenſations, ſo it is his Folly to go no 
farther than Enquiry : An holy Conformity ſhoul! 
be the Reſult of our Enquiry : To know this "us 

| | bat 
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that to be the End of God in a Diſpenſation, and 
yet not to comply with it, is double Iniquity. Let 
it be thy Care then ſeriouſly to conſider what Er- 
rand this or that Diſpenſation hath to thy Soul ; 
hear it awfully, and obey it fully; ſo ſhall Gop 
have the Glory of his Providence, and thy Soul 
the Comfort of thy Duty. 


7. Look after Increaſe of Grace, in order to 
the better bearing of Providential Diſpenſations. 
The Apoſtle Paul calleth on the Epheſians to be 


firong in the LoRD, and in the Power of bis Might, 


Eph. vi. 10. And good Reaſon there is for this ; 
for weak Bottles are not fit for the new and ſtrong, 
Wine of Divine Diſpenſations. Eminency, as 
well as Reality of Grace, is the Chriſtian's Con- 
cernment ; and this appears, if an Eye be had (1) 
To the Eminency of a Divine Diſpenſation: 
There is ſometimes an Iſaac-Trial, and a Man 
had Need of Abraham's Faith. (2) To the Vari- 
— of Diſpenſations: Proſperity and Adverſity 
often take their Turns: It is no eaſy Matter to 
manage wiſely Variety of Conditions. (3) Ta 
the Suddenneſs or Unexpectedneſs of a Diſpenſa- 
tion: Weak Bodies are not ſo capable of bearin 
ſudden Changes in Diet, Air, Apparel, as thoſe 
that are ſtrong and vigorous: A ſudden Affliction 
may preſs a Man too low; and an unexpected 
Mercy may lift a Man too high : He had Need of 
good Eyes, who is taken out of a dark Dungeon 
and ſet on the Top of an high Tower. Let then 
the Conſideration of the Height, Variety, Sudden- 
neſs, of Providential Diſpenſations, be an Excite - 
ment to look after an . — of Grace; the 
Exerciſe of Grace increaſed, and a further In- 
creaſe of Grace exerciſed. tue 
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L. Kerr a good Conſcience in following the 
Work of the Station wherein. Providence hath 
Placed thee : Set before thine Eyes the good Ex- 
amples of ſuch as have minded the Work of their 
— and _—_— them : Above 

rget not that of Chrift, xvii. 4. 1 lorified 
Thee on Earth, I rob — the Work which The 
gave/i Me to do. There is a Work which every 
one is to make Conſcience of, and to glorify Gop 
ia minding it :—Magi/trates are to be juſt, ruling 
in the Fear of the Lokb, 2 Sam. xxiii. 3, 
ho are Gods in regard of their Places, are not to 
be Devils in regard of their Adminiſtrations, 
82 are to mind their Work: 2 had 
lis ation in Simplicity and gad.y Sinceri 
2 Cor. i. * He was laborious in the pan. 
Vaneyard,. 1 Cor. xv. 10. Parents, Maſters, Chil- 
dren, Servants, are to conſider, how they move 
in the Sphere of their reſpective Stations: — No 
Place ſo mean but a Perſon may glorify Gop in 
it: Obedience to Gop in the Place where Provi- 
2 hath fixed a Perſon, is better than Sacrifice 
our of it. | 


Laſth, Lavs holily and thankfully according to 
the Providential Diſpenſations which have met in 
thy Perſon, Family, or Relations. To this End 
conſider the following Incentives : _ 


1. Wirn what holy Earneſtneſs is this preſſed 
in Scripture ? See Deut. viii. 6, with the precedent 
Verſes ; Joſh. xiv. 14. 1 Sam. xii. 24. Ephef. ii. 


11, 12, 13. 
— aggravated. The 
glect of a ſuitable: Carriage 


2. Sm otherwiſe is 
LorD may ſay for Ne 
5 David of Nabal, 


towards his Diſpenſations, as 


Surely in vain have 1 keps all that this Fellew hath 


in 
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this Wilderneſs, 1 Sam. xxv. 21. It is made an 
Aggravation of Hezehiab's Sin, that he rendered not 
again according. to the Benefit done unto him; for his 
| Heart was lifted*up, 2 Chron. xxxii. 25. 


3. Tuis may invite the Gop of Providence to 
to more: Jf had been too little for thee (faith 
Gon by Nathan to David) I „ bave 

unto thee ich and ſuch Things g5, 2 Sam. xii. 8. 
Gop hath a Treaſure of Kindneſs ; He will not 
be a barren Wilderneſs to thoſe who are a Carmel 
for holy Fruitfulneſs. 


F coxncLUDE all with that of the Ss 7 2 
xv. 58. 9 efore 4. beloved Brethren, be tals 
7 oe hoays abounding in the 
Lond, | firafianch as you know that your 24. 
1s not in 25 in the Lon. 


End of a Proſpec of Divine Providence. 
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PAR. T I. 
Of the Temptations wherewith G op 
PT NT 
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7e the End Gop may reſt in the Soul, the Heart. 
it always to be kept peaceable in a 


Temptations. 


HOU art to know "A Soul is the _ 
| 0 Yon Kingdom of Gop. 
the — 
on that Throne of t King may cel thou 
err clean, 
quiet and peaceable; clean from Guilt and Deſects; 


quiet from Fears; n Temptations; 
tibulations. 


and T 


Taov 
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Tnov oughteſt always then to keep thine Heart 
in Peace, that thou mayſt keep pure that Temple 
of Gop; and with a right and pure Intention, thou 
art to work, pray, obey, and ſuffer, without being 
in the leaſt moved, whatever it pleaſes the Lokp 
to ſend unto thee; becauſe it is certain, that for 
the Good of thy Soul, and for thy ſpiritual Profit, 
He will ſuffer the Enemy to trouble that City of 
Reſt, and Throne of Peace, with Temptations, 


. „ and Tribulations, and by the Means 
of Creatures, with Troubles and Perſecutions. 


Bs conftant, and chear up thine Heart in what- 
ſoever Diſquiet theſe Tribulations may cauſe to thee. 
Enter within it, that thou. mayſt overcome it, for 
therein is the Divine Fortreſs, which defends, pro- 
tects and fights for thee. If a Man hath a ſafe For- 
tiefs,. he is not diſquieted, though his Enemies pur- 
ſue him, becauſe by retreating within it, theſe are 
diſappointed. The ſtrong Caſtle that will make 
thee triumph over all thine Enemies, viſible and 
inviſible, and over all their Snares and Tribula- 
tions, is within thine own Soul; becauſe in it re- 
fides the Divine Aid -and Sovereign Strength : Re- 
treat within it, and all will be quiet, ſecure, peace- 


Ir ought to be thy continual Exerciſe to pacify 
that Throne of thy Heart, that the ſupreme oe 
may reſt therein. Thy Protection is Prayer, and 
a loving Recollection in the Divine e· 
When ſeeſt thyſelf orkut,” Aro, om. re- 
treat into that Region of Peace: When thou art 
more faint-hearted, betake thyſelf to this Refuge of 
Prayer, the only Armour for overcoming the Ene- 

my: Thou oughteſt not to be at a Diſtance from 


it in a Storm, to the End thou mayſt, as another 
Noab, experience Tranquility, Security and Sere- 
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nity, and to the End thy Will may be reſigned, 
devotes: 8 and 1 | | 


F INALLY, Be not aMiQed nor diſcouraged, He 
returns to quiet thee: This Divine Lonp will be 
alone with thee, to reſt in thy Soul, and form 
therein a rich Throne of Peace: Within thine own 
Heart, with his heavenly Grace, thou mayit look 
for Silence in Tumult, Solitude in — 
Light in Darkneſs, Vigour in Deſpondenc e 

e in Fear, Reſiſtance in Temptation, eace in 
War, and Quiet in Tann 
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CHAP, II. 
The Soul ought to perſevere in "Pres 


* 


HOU wilt find thyſelf full of Confufion and 
T Doubts, becauſe it will ſeem to thee, that 
Gop does no more affift thee as formerly; 
that the Exerciſe of Prayer is not in thy Power; 
that thou loſeſt Time, whilſt hardly, and with 
reat Trouble, thou canſt make one ſingle Ejacu- 
tion as thou waſt wont to do. 


Tuov oughteſt then to be perſuaded, that thou 
mayſt not draw back when thou wanteſt Expanſion 
in Prayer: It is - clear Sign that the Logp will 
have thee walk Faith in 'his Divine Preſence, 
which is the = profitable Path ; when with a 


ſimple View, or Attention to Go, the Soul ap- 
pears like a humble Supplicant before its Lok p, or 

as an innocent Child, that caſts itſelf into the Bo- 
ſora of its dear Mother. Thus did Gerſon expreſs 


| near to Him, and underſta 


— 
— et 
2 
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it. „ Tho' I have {pen 
te and Prayer, yet1 _ never find any Thing 
« more efficacious, than that our Spirit ſhould 


40 a Obs 1 
«<< Preſence of Gon.“ 


ere Mind bend inſtruct his own 
ptain » XXIV. him the two 
Tables of the Law, He — up to the 
Mountain; at what Time Gop being there with 
him, the Mount was darkened, and environed with 
thick Clouds, Moſes ſtanding idle, not know: 
what to ſay. Seven Days after, Gop command 
Miſes to come up to the Top of the Mountain, 
where he ſhew'd him his Glory, and filled him 
with . ann 


So in the 8 when Gon intends to guide 
the Soul into the School of the internal Law, He 
often makes it go with Darkneſs and Dryneſs, that 
He may bring 4 near to Himſelf; becauſe the Di- 

— kndus wry: well, it is not by the 
— — ay that a Soul draws 
\ the Divine 'Teach- 
ings; bug \rather'by Sumo ITE | 


Tus Patriarch Noab gave a great Inſtance of 
this; who after he had been by all Men reckoned 
a Fool, floating in the Middle of a raging Sea, 
wherewith the whole World was overflowed, with- 


out Sails and Oars, and environed with wild Beaſts 


in the Ark, walked by Faith alone, not knowing 
nor. underſtanding what Gop had a Mind to do 
with bim. 


WHAT * concerns thee, 0 redeemed Soul, 
is Patience, not to deſiſt from Praver: W alk with 


firm Faith, truſting that Gop, who changes not, 
neither 


t forty Years in Reading 
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neither can err, intends nothing but thy Good, 


He who is a dying, muſt needs feel it; but how 
well is Time employed, when the Soul is dead, 
and reſigned in the Preſence of Gop, without any 
Diſtraction, to receive the Divine Influences ? 


Ir thou wouldſt be happy, believe, ſuffer and 
have Patience, be confident and walk on; it con» 
cerns thee far more to hold thy Peace, and to let 
thyſelf be guided by the Hand of Gop, than to en- 
joy all the Goods of this World. And though it 
ſeem to thee, that thou doſt nothing at all, yet it 
is of infinite Fruit. 


Wnuo would not think, during fo long a Time 
that the Seed lies in the Earth, but that it were loſt ? 
Yet afterwards it is ſeen to ſpring up, grow and 
multiply. Go does the ſame with Soul: 
Whilſt it thinks it does nothing, and is in a Man- 
ner undone, in Time it comes to itſelf again, im- 
proved, diſengaged, and perſect. 


TAkx Care then, that thou afflict not thyſelf, 
nor draw back, though thou canſt not enlarge thy- 
ſelf in Prayer; ſuffer, hold thy Peace, and appear 
in the Preſence of God; perſevere conſtantly, and 
truſt to his infinite Bounty, who can give unto 
thee conſtant Faith, true Light, and Divine Grace: 
Put thyſelf into his kind and paternal Hands, re- 
ſolving to do nothing but what his Divine Will 
and Pleafure is. 


ST. AUGUSTINE complained, * I, Lox d, went 
<* wandering like a ſtrayed Sheep, ſecking Thee 
« with anxious Reaſoning without, whilſt Thou 
« waſt within me: I wearied myſelf much in look 
« ing for Thee without, and yet Thou haſt thy 
« Habitation within me: I went round the Streets 
Vor. XXXVIII. X and 


—ñ rr — ckõ«c — — 2 — — — * 
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« and Places of the City of this World, ſeekin 
« Thee, and found Thee not; becauſe in van 
« ſought without, for Him who was within my- 
« ſelf.” - Solileg. c. 31. "OY 


AND wouldſt thou diſquiet thyſelf, and leave off 
Prayer, becauſe thou knoweſt not, or canſt not 
tell how to enlarge therein, though thou mayſt 
have a Will, and pure Intention ? What will 
Gop do to redeemed Souls, though they cannot 
ſpeak nor Reaſon, if they believe, truſt, and open 
their Mouths to Heaven? Is it not certain that the 
Divine Bounty will provide for them, and give 
them their neceſſary Food? n P 


Tr is no ſmall Gift of Go, for the Soul, find- 
ing itſelf deprived of the ſenſible Pleaſures it had, 
to walk by holy Faith only. Wherefore endeavour 
to be conſtant, and not draw back; though Diſ- 
courſe be wanting to thee in Prayer, believe at that 
Time firmly, and patiently perſevere, if thou 
wouldſt attain to the Divine Union. | 


$0000000051$0000000900 
ee AP We: 
The Soul is not to affidt itſelf, nor intermit 
Prayer, becauſe it fees itſelf encompaſſes 
with Dryneſs and Darkneſs. 


HERE are two Sorts of Prayer, the one 
tender, ' delightful, amiable, and full of Joy; 
the other dry, deſolate, tempted and dar 


ſome. Gop gives the firſt to gain Souls; + 7 


„ P 


The Spiritual Guide. 255 


cond to > purify them. With the firſt He uſes them 
like Children ; with the ſecond He —_ to deal 
with them as with ſtrong Men. 


| Know that the Lok p makes Uſe of the Veil of 
Dryneſs, to the End we may be humble; becauſe 
if we felt and knew what he is working in our 
Souls, Preſumption would get in, reckoning our- 
ſelves very near to Gon; which would be our 
Undoing. | 


ITnou oughteſt not then to aMict thyſelf, nor 
think that thou reapeſt no Fruit, becauſe in coming 
from a Communion or Prayer, thou haſt not the 
Experience of Joy. The Huſbandman ſows in one 
Time, and reaps in another: So-Gop, in his own 
due Time, when leaſt thou thinkeſt, will give thee 
holy Purpoſes, and more effectual Deſires of ſervin 
Him. Some of the infinite Fruits that ty 
may reap from Dryneſe, are, 


1. A LoaTHING of the Things of the World, 


| ſtifling the bad Deſires of thy paſt Life, and pro- 


ducing new ones of ſerving Gon. 


2. A DEEPER Senſe of many Failings on which 
formerly thou didſt not refle. | 


3. STRONGER Deſires of ſuffering, and of doing 
the Will of Gop. 


4 GREATER Eaſe in overcoming thyſelf, and 
conquering the Paſſions, and Enemies that hinder 
thee in the Way. 


5. A Hon Eſteem of Gop above all created 
Beings, a Contempt of Creatures, and a firm Re- 


ſolution not to abandon Prayer, though thou 


X 2 oweſt 
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knoweſt that it will prove to thee a moſt cruel 
Martyrdom. 3 


6. Ga z ATA Peace in thy Soul, Humility 
Confidence in Gop, Submiſſion, and Abſtraction 
from all Creatures. 


Alx theſe, and many other Fruits, are like new 
Buds that ſpring from the Prayer which thou 
wouldft give over, becauſe it ſeems to thee, that 
thou no Fruit of it, nor reapeſt no Advantage 
therefram. 


Trov oughteſt not to grieve and diſturb thyſelf, 
judging that Gop hath failed thee z thou 7 — 
rather at that Time perſevere conſtantly in Prayer. 
O how happy wilt thou be, 3 
Peace and Reſignation. 25 


WHAT thou oughteſt to do, is to believe, that 
thou art before the Lon, and in his Preſence; 
but thou qughteſt to do fo, with a ſweet and quiet 
Attention, nor defire to know any Thing, nor do 
any Thing, but what is the Will and Plea- 
ſure of Gop; becauſe otherwiſe thou wilt only 


Go 


make Circles all thy Life-Time, and not advance 


one Step towards PerfeQion. 


2 


nv 


| 
> 
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CHAP. IV. 


Vis neceſſary that Gop purge the Soul after 
his Way, becauſe the Exerciſes that of itſelf 
it ſets about, are not ſufficient. 


O ſoon as thou ſhalt firmly reſolve to 
thy Senſes, that thou mayſt advance towards 
Union with Go, his Divine Majeſty will ſet 
tis Hand to the purging thy evil Inclinations, in- 
ordinate Deſires, vita omplacency, Self-Jove and 
Pride, and other hidden Vices, which reign in the 
Unis Parts of thy Soul, and hinder the Divine 
nion. 


Tuo wilt never attain to this happy State, tho? 
thou tire thyſelf out with the external Acts of Mor- 
tification, until the LoxD purge thee inwardly, 


and diſcipline thee after his own Way, becauſe He 


alone knows how ſecret Faults are to be purged 
out. 


Gop will do this in thy Soul by Means of the 
Croſs, if thou freely giveſt thy Conſent to it by 
Reſignation. All . haſt wo; is to do nothing 
by thy own Choice: Queen reſign thyſelf up in 
every Thing, whereby he Lene mall think fit 
internally or ek © — mortify thee; becauſe 
that is the only Means by which thy Soul can be- 
come capable of the Divine Influences, whilſt thou 
ſuffereſt internal and external Tribulation, with 
Humility, Patience and _ ; not the Penances, 

X 3 Diſciplines. 


— - 
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Diſciplines and Mortifications which thou couldſt 
— — thyſelf. 


Tus Huſbandman ſets a — Litcem upon 
the Plants which he ſows in the Ground, than thoſe 
that ſpring up of themſelves, In the ſame Manner 
God is boner pleaſed with the Virtue which He 
inſuſes into the Soul, than all the Virtues which 
te Soy] pretends to acquire To its own Endea- 
VOurs.. - 


ExBRCI1SE th —— another ar is hi- 
ind to be poliſhed and 
to 
riſied by 4 is 22 
whercby thou wilt be purged. 


Taz Creatures will forſake thee, nay, thoſe too 
from Which thou bopedſt for moſt. avour and 
2 


Tun inviſible Enemies will —— 

— laſcivious Suggeſtions, and unclean Thoughts, 
with Incentives to Impatience, — 

and. Blaſpbeming the Name of Gop, his 
Sacraments and holy My Thou wilt find a 
| 1 hing, and Weariſome- 
neſs for. the Things of wr an Obſcurity and 
Darkneſs in thy 7 ing; a Faintneſs, Con- 
ſuſion and — of Heart; ſuch a Coldneſs 
and Feehleneſs of- Will to reſiſt, that 3 
e ere 9 


Zur fear not: A rp 
Saul; and making it know its own 
ſenſibly perceive the Annihilation of all the 
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Waker e 


C HAP. V. 


Tie Soul. ought not to be diſquieted,; 8 
Jack in tb Spiritual Way, becauſe it finds 
* Itſelf aſſaulted by Temptations. 


UR own Nature is fo baſe, proud and ambi- 

tious, and ſo full of its own. Appetites, its 
own Judgment and Opinions, that if 'Temp+ 
tations reſtrained. it not, it would be undone with- 
out Remedy. The LokD then ſeeing our Miſery 
and perverſe Inclination, and thereby moved to 
Compaſſion, ſuffers us to be aſſaulted by divers 
Temptations, and by violent Suggeſtions of 
tience, Pride, Gluttony, "om Blaſphemy, 
ſpair, and an infinite Number of others, to the End 
we may know ourſelves: With theſe, that infinite 
Goodneſs humbles our Pride, giving us in them Gy 
moſt wholeſome Medicine. 


' ALL our Righteouſneſs (as IJſaiah faith, Chap. 
* 6.) are as filthy gl through the Stains of 

Vanity, Conceitedneſs, and Self-love... It is ne- 
ceſſary they be purified with the Fire of Lempta- 
tion, that they may be pure, in, 9 
able to the Eyes of Gn. 


+ TyzREFORE the Loxn purifies the Soul which 
He calls, and will have for Himſelf, with the rough 
Fire of Temptation, with which He poliſhes it 
from the Ruſt of Pride, Avarice, Vanity, Ab 
* Preſumption. Wich the ſame He humbles,. 
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pacifies and exerciſes it, making it to know its 
own Miſery. By Means thereof He purifies and 
ſtrips the Heart, to the End all its Operations may 
be pure, and of ineſtimable Value. | 


Many Souls, when they ſuffer theſe, are trou- 
bled and diſquieted, it ſeeming to them, that t 
already ſuffer eternal Puniſhments; and if by Miſ- 
fortune they go to an unexperienced Paſtor, inſtead 
of comforting them, he leaves them in greater Per- 
plexities. | | | 


THAT thou mayſt not loſe internal Peace, be- 
lieve that it is the Divine Mercy, which thus af- 
flicts and tries thee; ſince by that Means the Soul 
comes to have a deep Knowledge of itſelf, reckon- 
ing itſelf the worſt of all living, and hence with 
Humility and Lowlineſs it abhors itſelf. O how 
happy would Souls be, if they would be quiet, and 
believe that theſe Temptations are for their Spiri- 
tual Profit. | = OY wb 


Bur thou wilt fay, it is not the Work of the 
Devil, but the Effects of thy Neighbours Faults 
and Malice, in having wronged and injured thee. 


Dos r thou receive an Injury from any Man? 
There are two Things in it; the Sin of him that 
does it, and the Puniſhment that thou ſuffereſt : 
The Sin is againſt the Will of Gop, and diſpleaſes 
Him, though He permits it; the Puniſhment He 
wills for thy Good : Wherefore thou oughteſt to 
receive it, as from his Hand. The Paſſion and 
Death of aur Loxp Chrift, were the Effects of the 
Wickedneſs of Pilate; and yet it is certain, that 
Gop willed the Death of his own Son for our Re- 
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Tur Loxp makes Uſe of another's Fault for 
the Good of thy Soul. O the Greatneſs of the 
Divine Wiſdom, who can pry in the Depth of the 


Means whereby He guides the Soul, which He 


would have purged, and transformed into his own 
Likeneſs ! 


Tnar the Soul may be the Habitation of 93 
celeſtial King, it is neceſſary it ſhould be pure, and 


without any Blemiſh; whereſore the Lok puri- 
hes it as Gold 1 in the Furnace of Temptation. 
Certain it is, that the Soul never loves nor believes 
more, than when it is afflicted with Temptation. 


Taz Effects that remain, make this clear; and 
— * theſe are a Loathing of itſelf, with a 
rofound Acknowledgment of the Greatneſs 

1 ce of God, a great Confidence in 
the ay that He will deliver it from all Danger ; 
believi confeſſing with far greater Vigour of 
Tad Jer t it is GOD who gives it Strength to bear 
theſe Temptations, becauſe it would naturally be 
impoſſible, conſidering the Violence wherewith 
* to reſiſt W 


Tus more Temptations beſet thee, the more 
thou oughteſt to rejoice in Peace, inſtead of being 
fad, and thank Gop for the Favour He does thee. 
” all thoſe 22 and th g e 

emedy is to deſpiſe them with a ſtay 
becauſe nothing more afflicts the proud Devil, 
to ſce that he is lighted and Theres 
tarry, as one that perceives him not, and poſleſs 
thyſelf in Peace without Repining, and without 
multiplying Reaſons and Anſwers; ſeeing nothing 
is more dangerous, than to vie in Reaſons with him 
who is ready to deceive thee. 4 

HE 
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Tur Saints in arriving at Holineſs, paſſed thro 
this Valley 4 9 =o and the greater Saints 
they were, the greater Temptations t led 
with : Nay, Ar Saints . wet cs. to Hat: 
neſs, the Loxp ſuffers them to be tempted, that 
their Crown may be the greater, and that the Spirit 
of Vain-glory may be checked, or hindered from 
entering in them. 


_ FinALLy, Thou art to know, that the greateſt 
Temptation is to be without Temptation ; where- 
fore thou oughteſt to be glad when it aſſaults thee, 
— with Reſignation, Peace, and Conſtancy, re- 

it. 


| 3 $:34:4-3-4-4-$-00-$-8-2-4-0-$-4-0-4-1 
1 | CHAP. VI. 
The Nature of internal Recolledtion. 


NTERNAL Recollection is Faith, and Silence 
in the Preſence of Gop. Hence thou oughtelt 
to be accuſtomed to recolle& thyſelf in his Pre- 

ſence, with an affectionate Attention, as one that 
is given up to Gop; and united unto Him, with 
| Reverence, Humility, and Submiſſion, beholdin 
Him in the moſt inward Receſs of thine own Sou 
by the Eye of living Faith. | 
THaEexeE thou art to be with Attention and a ſin- 
cere Regard, with a ſedate Heedfulneſs, and full of 
Love, reſigning and delivering thyſelf up into his 
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Hands, to the End He may diſpoſe of thee, ac- 
cording to his good Will and Pleaſure. | 


Tux gt of internal Recollection may be 
well typified by that Wreſtling which the Holy 
Scriptures ſay Jacob had all Night with God, until 
Day broke, and He blefſed him. "Wherefore the 
Soul is to perſevere, and wreſtle with the 9 
that it will find in internal Recollection, until the 
Sun of internal Light appear, and the Lok p give 
it his Bleffing. 


As to the various, impertinent, troubleſome and 
ugly Thoughts thou then haſt; the beſt Thing that 
is to be done, is ſweetly to deſpiſe them, to — 
thine own Wretchedneſs, and peacefully make an 
Offering to Gop of the Trouble. her 


Tnouon thou canſt not get rid of them, yet 
be not afflited, neither leave off Recollection; 
reſign thyſelf at that Time with Vigour, endure 
with Patience, and perſevere in his Preſence; for 
whilſt thou perſevereſt after that Manner, thy Soul 
will be internally improved. 


Dos r thou believe that when thou comeſt away 
from Prayer dry, in the ſame Manner as thou be- 
gan in, that it hath done thee no Good? That is a 

allacy ; becauſe the Fruit of true Prayer, conſiſts 
not only in enjoying the Light, but in enduring 
with Patience, and perſevering in Faith, believing 
that thou art in the Loxp's — turning to 
a thy Heart with Tranquillity and Purity of 

ind. Whilſt thou perſevereſt in this Manner, 
thou haſt the only Preparation which at that Time 
is neceſſary, and ſhalt reap infinite Fruit. 


WAR 
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_ Wan is uſual in this internal Recollection, to 
try, humble and purge thee. Inviſible Enemies 
will aſſault thee with continual Su ions, to 
trouble and diſquiet thee. Nature herſelf will tor- 
ment thee, ſhe being always an Enemy to the 
Spirit; often it remains weak, melancholy, and 
full of Ickſomeneſs, ſo that it feels a Hell in Spiri- 
tual Exerciſes, particularly in Prayer; hence it 
grows extremely impatient to be at an End of it, 
through the Uneafineſs of Thoughts, Laſſitude of 
Body, importunate Sleep, and thy not being able 
to curb the Senſes. Happy art thou, if thou canſt 
perſevere amidſt this Martyrdom. 1 

the 


lx Recollection the Devil ently charges 
Soul fiercely with a 3 — to diſ- 
camfit the Quiet of the Soul, and alienate it from 
that internal Converſation : But provided they be 
"not conſented to, they double the Profit. 


As many Times as thou exerciſeſt thyſelf, calm- 
ly to reject theſe vain Thoughts, ſo many Crown 
will the Lon ſet upon thy Head; and though it 
may ſeem to thee that thou doſt nothing, be unde- 
ceived; for a good Deſire, with Firmneſs and Sted- 
faſtneſs in Prayer, is very pleaſing to the Loxo. 


Soy loves not him who hears moſt, but who 
fuffers moſt, if he pray with Faith and Reverence 
in the Divine Preſence. | La 

Gop hath no Regard to the Multitude of Words, 


but to the oP of the Intention, His greateſt 
ime, is, to ſee the Soul defirous, 


humble, quiet and reſigned. Proceed, perſevere, 
pray, and hold thy Peace; for where thou findeſt 
not Joy, thou wilt find a Door whereby thou may 
enter into thine own Nothingneſs; knowing thyſelf 
10 
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to be nothing, that thou canſt do ing: nay 
oben —— —— 


How many have this Practice of 
22 7 and internal Recollection, have leſt it 
va otur fron no Pleaſure, that they 
ime, that their n 
tat that Prayer is not for them. All this is no 
more, but to ſeek themſelves, and not Gop, be- 
cauſe they cannot ſuffer a little Pain and Dryneſs; 
whereas by the leaſt Act of Reverence towards 
K Dryneſs, they receive an eternal 


FrxAncEesca Lor zz of Valenza, tells us three 
Things of great Conſequence in order to internal 
. 3 ne 


Ix the Firſt Place, That a Quarter ef an Hour 
Co” with Re — and Humility, does more 

to the Soul, t n five Day — — penitential Exer- 
caſes, Hair-Cloths, Diſciplines, Faftings, and fleey- 
ing on bare Boards, becauſe theſe are only Mortifica- 
22 Body; but with Recolledtion the Soul 15 
puri 


SECONDLY, That i it is more plea 

Maje Pas 6 to have the Soul in 

Space of an Hour, t 
— 


,TumvLy, That conſtant Proyer we was to keep the 

Heart always right towards GoD, and that a Soul 
ought rather to act with os He. of the Mi it, 
than the Toil of the Intellict. 


| Know, that to fix the Will 8 elke 


Thoughts and Temptations, with the greateſt 
Wor- XXXVII. * Tran- 


ing to the Divine 
— ow 
to go in greens 
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* 


deliver thyſelf wholly up into the Hands of Gop, 
with perfect Reſignation, exerting an Act of 5 
belieying that thou art in the Divine Preſence, a 
terwards ſettling in that holy Repoſe with Quietneſs 
and Tranquility; and ouring for a Whole 
Day, « whole Year, and thy whole Life, to con- 
tinue that firſt Act of Faith and Love. | 


MEAxNT1ME thou oughteſt to exerciſe thyſelf 
6utwardly in the external Works of thy Calling; 
for in ſo doing thou daft the Will of -Gop, and 
walkeſt in continual and virtual Prayer. He al- 
« ways prays (ſaid Theophylatt) who does good 
« Works; nor does he neglect Prayer, but when 
« he leaves off to be juſt,” | 


Sri when thou cameſt from Prayer, to the 
End thou mayſt return to it again, not to be di- 
| tracted nor diverted; but to carry thyſelf with 3 
total Reſignation to the Divine Will, that Gon 
may do with thee, end all thine, according to his 
+ heavenly Pleaſure, relying on Him as on a kind and 
loving F ather, Never recall that- Intention, and 
thou art taken up about the Affairs of thc 
Condition wherein Gop hath placed thee, yet thou 
wilt till be in Prayer in the Preſence of Gop, and 
in perpetual Acts of Reſignation. Therefore St. 
Cbryſeſlem ſaid, „ A juſt Man leaves not off to 
pray, unleſs he leaves off to be juſt : He ajways 
« prays, who always docs well; the good Deſire is 
« Prayer, and if the Deſire be continued, ſo is allo 
6& the Prayer.“ | 
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Al this Time remember, that our Loxn Chr; 
is the Guide, the Door, and the Way; as 
Himfelf hath ſaid in his own Words; I am the Way, 
the Truth, and the Life, Joha xiv. 6. And before 
the Soul can be fit to enter into the Preſence of the 
Divinity, and to be united with it, it is to be waſh- 
ed with the precious Blood of a Redeemer, and 
adorned with the rich Robes of his Paſſioůon. 


Our Lonyp Ori, with his Doctrine and Ex- 
ample, is the Mirror, the Guide of the Soul, the 
Way, and the only Door by which we can enter 
into thoſe Paſtures of Life eternal, and into the vaſt 
Ocean of the Divinity. Hence it follows, that the 
Remembrance of the Paſſion and Death of our Sa- 
viour ought never to be blotted out; nay, it is alſo 
3 that whatſoever high Elevation of Mind 
the Soul may be raiſed to, it ought not to ſeparate 
from the moſt holy Humanity. F 2 


Tun for Souls to enter by the Human 
of Oi, and entertain a Remembrance of Him, i 


the eying that Humanity, and the Paſſion thereof, 


by a ſimple Act of Faith, looking and reffecting on 
the ſame as the Tabernacle of the Divinity 


Tuts holy Remembrance of the Humanity, can 
be no Obſtacle to internal Recollection; nay, the 


mares — *. Humanity of the pn 
Yord, gives no Impediment to the higheſt an 
moſt transformed Soul. | 


Ler the Soul then, whep it enters into Recol- 
yo place itſelf at the Gate of Divine Mercy, 
Which is tne „ ſwWeet Remembrance of 

e 2 the 
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the Croſs and Paſſion of the Word that was made 
Man, and. died for Love; let it ſtand there with 
Humility, reſigned to the Will of Gop, in what- 
te Ee, rd | 


| WonDaRFULLY does St. Paul favour this our 
Doctrine in his Epiſtle to the Coloffians, wherein 
he exhorts them and us, that whether we eat, drink, 

4 7% ers =_ pn” hrs do it in the Name 
of Jeſus Chrift. God grant that we all begin 
by Ne CER, and that in Him and by ** 
we may arrive at Perſection. | 


Tais Perfettica cools not in peaking, nor in 
thinking much on Gop; butio loving Hien: This 


Love is attained by Means of perfect 3 
The Lore of Gop has bur few Words 


Tnar a rational Creature may underſtand the 


ſecret Deſire and Intention of hy Heart, there is 


a Neceſſity that thou ſhould expreſs it to bim in 
Words: But God, who. ſearcheth the Heart, 
ſtandeth not in Need that thou ſhouldſt aſſure Him 
of it; nor docs He reſt ſatisfied with Love in Word 
nor in T : What avails it to tell Him, that 
Gen yak y loveſt Him, if at one bitter Word, 
flight Inj —— 2 thyſelf ſor the 
Love of Him A manifeſt that thy Love 
222 proce avis F 


in all Thin 


jt, fo 
Him, thou 


Sratys to be cofignad 
doing, without ſa ying 1 thou lov 
wilt attain to the perſect Love. 


End of the Firft Part. 


* 


SFB 


7 & 5 


88 


9 


28A AS WT 


pir artyrdoms; 
tion, perfect Reſignation, — 
Wl interval r — 


m * 
4 a | 1 4 
44 1218 PP f? y 
_— _— „* „* — _— „ : 
-. CY — 2 S- 43 . 
* 


C2 2 nA. 1. r. 
| Where ly bene . ures 


1 
\RULY Spiritual Men: retire with Reſigna- 
tion into the Hands of Gon, putting 
and forgetting themſelves; — 
with a id 85 irit to — — LorknD; 
by the Means — pure Faith, wich great Aſſurance, 
Tranquility and Reſt internal: In whom the Spirit 
draws with ſo much Force, that it makes the Soul 
contract inwardly, nd cud the hong or noo 
2 .. 
* 3 'As 
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As have been cleared 


jons of the Enemy evere a 
Time about them, KE. 


infinite Gain ; Gon 
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are abway quiet, ſerene, and pofſe(: 
of Mind in Graces and Favours 
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conceited z they remain always full of holy and 
filial-Fear, in a wonderful Peace, Conſtancy and 


Lean ie ihe. hut wakes. Yinus bo 
| — | 


Tuess Souls, 28 have the true Light of 
God, by it know ly their own 
neſſes and Imperſections, and what 
to arrive at ion, towards which 
walking z they abhor themſelves; they exerciſe 
themſelves in a loving Fear of Gop, and Con- 
tempt of themſelves; but with a true Hope in 
Gon, and Diffidence in themſelves. The more 


are humbled, the more . pleaſe Gop, 
arrive at a lar Reſpect Veneration in 
his Preſence. all the good Works t con- 


tinually do, and of all they continually ſuffer, 25 


well within as without, they make no Manner of 
Account before that Divine Preſence; 


{ 9207 or TY nin 14 v9 Je gnitt tf 
Bor know, that few are the Souls which arrive 
at this happy State; becauſe few there are that 
are willing to embrace Contempt, and ſuffer them- 
ſelves to be refined and purified j upon which Ac- 
count, altho* they are many that enter into this 
interior Way, yet it is a rare Thing for a Soul to 
7 — and not flick upon the Entrance. The 
— D —— —— trod by 

it is oh a Grace, that none it; few 
ao Pa eager wars — 
Senſes; and few there be that are tvilling ſo to die; 
m-which Diſpoſition this ſovereign Gift it ſauna * 
p21 T 
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Ie is the of St. Bernard, That to ſerve 
Gon, is nothing elſe but to do Good and ſuffer 
Evil. He that would go to Perfection by the 
Means of Sweetneſs and Conſolation is miſtaken: 
You muſt defire no other Conſolation from Gop, 
han to end yoer Life for his Sake. Our Lonp's 
Wa was not that of Sweetneſs and Soſtneſo, not 
did He invite us to any ſuch, either by his Words 
of Example, when He fad, He that will come af: 
ter 4, deny elf," and take his G 
mw dllow Me, Lake 58. 2 The s Soul — 
be united to Chi, mu be conformable to 
Him, and follow Him n wy of W 


n eee n 


18 


Fe 


Tuo vile er 
Prayer, but the E will be kindling in thy 
Heart Defires' of the Deſert and Solitude, that 
thou mayſt without any Body's Hindrance f. read 
the Sails to continual and deli I Pra n 
thine Eyes, and 'confider that this unſel "and 
Defire is not conformable to the true Counſel of 
Grit our Loxy, who has not invited us to fol- 
low our own Will, but to deny ourſelves: As if 
He ſhould fay; he that will follow Me, let him 
gout with his own" Will wholly, and leaving al 

ings, let bim intirely ſubmit to the Yoke of 
Obedience and Subjection, by — of er 
veer: which is tErrveſt Croſs.” 

1 * Seis „een 

0 WNAr Happineſs Is ie fora Soul -t to be 
ſubdued and ſubje&?!” What great Riches is it to 
be poor! what" mighty Honour to be deſpiſed! 
what a” Height is it to be beaten down! what 2 
Comfort to de aſnctied ] and finally, what a Hap- 
neſs of Happineſſeſs, to be crucified with Gr 
is is that Lot which the Apoſtle gloried in 
n Det others boaſt in their Riches, 
Dignities, Delighes and Honours ; but to us there 
? is 
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u no higher Honour than to be denied, deſpiſed, 
and crucified-with Chi. 


Bor what a Grief is this, that ſcarce is chan 
one Soul which is willing to be denied for Chrift, 
imbracing his Croſs with Love. Many are called 
to P ion, but few arrive at it; becauſe they 

are few who embrace the Croſs ou — 


— and Reſignation. 


To deny ones ſelf in all Things, to mortify 
continually all inward Paffions, to annihilate ones 
ſelf in all ReſpeQts, to follow always that which is 
contrary to ones own Will, Appetite and Judg - 
ment, are Thi that ſew can do: Many are 
— them, b A ITY 
tiſe them, 


Many Souls have undertaken, and deily do 
undertake this Way ; and they perſevere while 
they keep the ſweet Reliſh of their primitive Fer- 
vour ; but this Sweetneſs is ſcarce done, but pre- 
ſently, upon the overtaking of a Storm of Trouble, 
Temptation and a they faulter and turn 
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pleaſe Gop, that the Souls which have 
been called to an inward Peace, 
me and T ribu- 
rted back, may 
outward — with him that 
m a Wedding Garment. 


Tax Seven-headed Beaſt of Self-love muſt be 
deheaded, in order to get up to the Top of the 
igh Mountain of Peace: This Monſter puts his 
; ſometimes it gets about Rela+ 
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tion; to which Nature eaſily lets itfelf be led: 
Sometimes it gets, wich a good Look of Gratitude, 
into paſſionate Affection, towards the Confeſlor; 
ſometimes into Affections for Niceties of Honour, 
which Things ſick very cloſe; ſometimes it 
cleaves to ſpiritual Pleaſures, ſtaying even in the 
Gifts of Gop:; ſometimes it defires the Preſerva- 
tion of Health, and, with Dif; e, its own Pro- 
fit and Conveniencies: And laftly, it cleaves with 
a notable Propenſity to our own Judgment and 
Opinion in all iT kings: All theſe are Effects of 
Self love, and if they be not denied, i ble it 
is that à Man ſhould Ever ger up to the appineſt 
of = loving! Union. 
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Of the ſpirirel Me born GOD 
3 the Soul that 2 unites with Hin- 
ef 


0 
c 
T 
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- utes tou Wa ays for Cleanſing 
which: He would — to Himſelf: 


— 
The firſt is wick the birter Waters of Af- 
Mtion; the fecond: is with the Fire of an enflamed 
Love: I 8 | 


O ru hou wouldf underſtand the great 
Good of Fribulation ! This nee cleanſes 
the Soul, and produces Patience; this he Bo 
inflarnes it, enl it, and puts it o__ — 
erciſe of the moſt ſublime Charity q 
the Soul, dengs ie ar Ge, © An ie it to, — 
gives - 
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275 


gives it Entrance into Heaven: The ſame is that 


which tries the true Seryants of GO, and renders 
them valiant and conſtant: That is it which 
makes Gon hear them with Speed: It is that which 
refines and perfects them, transforming and uni · 
ting them in an admirable Manner * Lord's 


Humanity and Divinity, 


O BLESSED Soul, if thou kneweſt how-to be 
content in the Fire of Tribulation, and wouldt 
but let thyſelf be waſhed with the bitter Waters 
of Affliction, — quickly wouldſt thou find thy- 
ſelf rich in heaven al Gin! How ſoon would the 


Divine Bount a rich Throne in thy Soul, 
a 
in it 


Bur thou wilt never arrive at this bap State, 
'till thou art purified from diſordered Paſſions, 
Concupiſcence, Self- eſteem, and many other ſe- 
cret Vices-which lie within the very Soul, hinder- 
ing the. peaceable Entrance of that great Loan 
into it, who would be united with thee. 


O now much is there to be purified in à Soul 
that muſt arrive at the holy — of Perfection 
O how naked and denied ought the Soul to be, 
which would not hinder che Entrance of his ones 
nor his continual Communication! 


Tuis Diſpoſition of the Soul, muſt of Necef- 
ſity be made by the Divine Wiſdom, If a Seraph 
is not ſufficient to purify the Soul, how ſhall a 
Soul that is frail, miſerable, and without en 
dane ever be able to purify fei 


| Tuzzzronz.the. Lonp Himſelf will diſpaſe 
thee, by a Way thou underſtandeſt not, without 


any 
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n 2 
nnn 


posauni v thou wilt find within thyſelf bnd 
Darkneſs, continual and ſtrong Suggeſtions, and 
vehement Temptations of the Enemy : Perhaps 
thou wilt ſee th ff fo aflited, that thou wil 
not be able to lift up thy Heart, being full of 
8 N 'AR of 


* Hope or Charity. 


Bur thou ſhalt ſee 
ſeeming to thyſelf to be impatient and 
— 2 yet theſe Temptations ſhall loſe their 
Power upon thee ; they have no Place in thy Soul, 
by the ſovereign Gift of inward Strength, which 
rules in the inmoſt Part of it, conqueri og 
moſt cer ** ns the ſtrongeſt 
tation 


thyſelf ſo oppreſſed, 


- Kezp conſtant, O bleſſed Soul, keep conſtant ; 
for it will not be as thou imagineſt, nor art thou 
at any Time nearer to Gon, than in ſuch Caſes 
of Deſertion ; for although the Sun is hid in the 
Clouds, LY Gags ges not its Place, nor a Jot the 

wt htneſs. The Lord permits this 
to purge and — thee, to cleanſe and diſrobe 
—— thyſelf; — thou mayſt in this Manner 
de all His, and give thyſelf up to Him, as his in- 
flee Bounty. ncirely given to thee. 


IT may be, thy Sorrow-will ſcem bpb 
and thy Afflictions paſt the Power of Comfort: 
Thou wilt ſee thyſelf 1 begirt with Griefs, and be- 
fieged with Sorrows : Temptations. will 
2MiQ thee, painful Diſtruſts, and troubleſome 
. ; nay Light. o nd e * ee 
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AnD although at this Time the Loxp will not 
abandon thee, becauſe it would be impoſſible to 
live one Moment without his Help, yet the Suc- 
cour will be fo ſecret, that thy Soul will not oy 
it, nor be capable of Hope and A * z n 


it will ſeem to be without Reme 7 175 ſuffering i 
condemned Perſons the Pains of Hell. 


Bor if thou, O bleſſed Soul, ſhouldſt know 


=, =, K 


LorD, in the Midſt of thy Torments, thou 
wouldſt find them fo ſweet, that it would be-ne- 
God ſhould work a Miracle to let thee live. 
Be conſtant, O happy Soul, be conſtant and of 
good Courage; for however intolerable thou art 
to thyſelf, thou . ed, inric 
and belov by that grea as if He h 
nothing elſe > do, — to wry thee to Perfec- 
tion; and if thou doſt not turn away, but perſe- 
vereſt conſtantly, without leaving off thy Under- 
taking, know t at thou offereſt to God the molt 
accepted Sacrifice; ſo that if the LoxD were ca- 
vable of Pain, He would find no Eaſe till He has 
compleated this loving Union with thy Soul. 


Ir from the Chaos of Nothing, his Omnip>tence 
de has produced ſo many Wonders, what wil) pe 
er I in thy« Soul, _—_—— —— 

n- WW Likeneſs, if thou keepeſt conſtant . 
with a true Know! of thy Nantes 
— y Soul, which even when it is diſturbed, 


and difconſolate, keeps ſteady within, 
t; without going forth to defire exterior Comfort. | 


d, 
d 
ir 
, 
h 
e 
)- 


and 


Ny Perxsevert in Humility, go not out of 
ne thyſelf to ſeek Aid; for all thy Good conſiſts in 
ce holding Patience with Reſt and Reſignation : 
' WW There wilt thou find the divine Strength to over- 
L Vol. XXXVIII. 2 come 


bow much thou art beloved, and "defended by thy © 
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come ſo hard a Warfare : He is within thee, that 


fighteth for thee ; and He is Strength itſelf. 


_ When thou ſhalt come to this, Weeping and 
Lamentation are not forbidden thy Soul, whilf it 
keeps reſigned, Who can bear the Lon p's heavy 
Hand without Tears and Lamentation ? That 
great Champion Feb, even he lamented ; fo did 
our LoRD in his Forſaking ; but their 
Weepings were accompanied with Lanes. 


Arrrier not thyſelf, tho* Gop do crucify thee, 
and make Trial of thy Fidelity: If the Scales 
were taken from thine Eyes, as were from St. 
Paul's, thou wouldſt ſee the Neceſſity of Suffer- 
ing, as he did, eſteeming more the being crucified, 
than being an Apoſtle. | | 


Taz other M om in Souls already ad- 
vanced, is a Fire of Divine Love, which burns 
the Soul, and makes it painful with the ſame 
Love : Sometimes the Abſence of its Beloved af- 
flicts it; ſometimes the ardent and welcome 
Weight of his loving Preſence : This ſweet Mar- 
tyrdom always makes it ſigh ; ſometimes if it en- 
joys and has its Beloved, for the Pleaſure of ha- 
ving Him; ſo that it cannot contain itſelf ; other 
Times, if He does not manifeſt Himſelf, thro 
the ardent Anxiety of Seeking, Finding, and En- 
Minz Him. pantheon 
So much as Light and Love increaſes, juſt fo 
much increaſes the Grief in ſeeing that Good ab- 
ſent which it loves ſo well. To feel it near itſelf 
is Enjoyment ; and never to have done knowing 
and poſſeſſing it, confumes its Life. It ſees itſelf 
ſwallowed up in a Sea of Love, whilſt the power- 
ful Hand that is able to ſave it is near it; and 


yet 
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yet doth not do it ; nor doth it know when He 
will come, whom it ſo much does defire. 
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Inward Mortification, perfef# Reſignation and 
Humility, are neceſſary for obtaining Inter- 
nal Peace. | 


HOU wilt never taſte the delicious Manna 
unleſs thou overcome thyſelf; becauſe he 
who endeavours not to die to his Paſſions, 
is not diſpoſed to receive the Gift of Underſtand- 
ing, without the Infuſion whereof it is impoſſible 
for him to be changed in his Spirit. | 


| Never diſquiet thyſelf for any Accident : For 
Inquietude is the Door by which the Enemy gets 
into the Soul to rob it of its Peace, 


Rrsrow and deny thyſelf wholly; for though * 
true Self-denial is . at the Beginning, it is 
eaſy in the Middle, and ſweet in the End. 


Tnov wilt find thyſelf far from Perfection, if 
thou doſt not find Gop in every Thing. | 


Know that the pure, perſect and eſſential Love 
conſiſts in the Croſs, in Self denial and Reſignation, , 
in perfect Humility, and in Poverty. | "og 
ſtrong Temptation get cloſe 
into thy Center, that thou mayſt only look at 
Gop, who keeps his Throne in the of 


Z 2 | Tus 
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Tur Love is known, with its Effects, when 


ied. is profoundly humbled, and truly mor- 
ti 


To the Mortified, the Recieation of the Sentes 
is a Sort of Death; they never to it, unleſs 
compelled by Neceſſity and Edification of their 
Neighbours. 


An humble and reſigned Soul ſeeks no more 
than merely to pleaſe to Gop, and the holy and 
loving Spirit teaches it every I hing with its — 2 
and bee Unction. s - 


fulfer with 
of which Gon 
great Care; but hi b is their Gift, who by 
the Strength of the Holy Ghoſt, fuffer both inter- 
nal and external Croſles with Content and Refig- 
nation. This is that Sort of Holineſs ſo much the 
more rare, as it is more preciaus in the Sight of 
Gop. They who walk this Way, are _ * > 
cauſe they are few in the World who total —_—— 
themſelves, to follow Chrif crucifid, Sim 


„ eee e Se Sang Ways of the 


Turk are 980 wha 
Patience, Indiſpoſitions of 
takes 


A ltvs of Seif-Denial is above ill the Miracles 


of the Saints. But although it ſhould be a long 


Time before thou comeſt to this State, and thou 
ſnouldſt think not to have made one Step towards 

gt oy us morn, thyſelf at this, for Go uſes 
| ſt 


The fplcicuat Man that'lives by Gop, and in 
Him, is contented in the Midſt of his Adverſities, 


o. upon 2 Soul that Blefling in one Mo- 
ment, which was denied it for many Years be- 
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Delight. =2 * N | 


TRIBULATION: is a great Treaſure, wherewith 
Gon honours thoſe that be His: Therefore evil 
Men are nec for thoſe that are good; and ſo 
are the Devils themſelves, who by afflicting us, 

to ruim us; but inſtead of doing us Harm, 
they 40-06 thi gente Geet imaginabie. 5 Y 


W1iT# the Wind of Tribulation Gop ſepa- 
og eee 


Trosx are to be pitied, 
that Tribulation and Suffering is their 
Bleſſing. Vain is the Man who doth not ſuffer, 
becauſe he is born to toil and ſuffer ; but much 
Tu ar the Soul may arrive at perſect Quietneſs, 
it ought firſt to die itſelf, and live only in Gop,. 
and for Him; and the more dead it ſhall be in 
itſelf, the more ſhall it know Gon: But if it doth. 
not mind this continual Denying of itſelf, and in- 
ternal Mortification, it will never arrive at this 
State, nor. preſerve God within it, and then it 
will be continually ſubject to Judging, Murmur- 


ing, „Excuſing, Defending, to keep its 
— and Reputation, which are Enemies to 


How: happy wilt thou be, if thou haſt no other 
Thought but to die in thyſelf? Thou wilt then 


become not only victorious over thine Enemies, 
but over thyſelf: In which Victory thou wilt find 


pure Love, perfect Peace, and divine Wiſdom. 
- ih TT: . 
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Tus true Leſſon of the ſpiritual Man, and that 


which thou hteſt to learn, is to leave all 
Things in their Place, and not meddle with 
but what thy Office may bind thee to: e 
the doul which leaves every to find Gop, 
— 1 i Eternity it 


Taz Diſeſteem-of Deli W a of 8 
truly mortified Men. gh 


En JOYMENT — arial Peace bathe Fruits 
of the Spirit ; and no Man them into his Poſ- 
ſeffion n Man. | 


Look not upon other Mens Faults, but thine 
own: thyſelf in all Things, and at all 
Hours, e 


many Imperfections. 17 


MonTirY in not j in of _ 
at any Time; becauſe the —— 


dours diſturbs Purity of n — "hi 5 
and takes away its Repole. 
” 


n en hob, 
_ thou reſlecteſt upon the little Idol of what People 
ſay. Gop makes greater Account of a Soul in- 
— es nnen, nn. 


r 


Hop it for 2 true Maxim, That no Body can 
do a Grievance to a Soul _ _ 
* —— — 


J. 


Horn, fuſfer, be fegt, and patient : 2 


thing afright thee: All of it will have a Time to 
ky Gon only is unchangeable : Patience brings 
2 every 
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very Th - He that hath Go d, hath all 
Things; he chat hath Him not, hath No- 


thing. - | | | 
THERE are two Sorts of Humility; one falſe,' 
the other true. The falfe one is theirs; who, like 
Water which muſt mount upwards, receive an 
artificial Submiſſion to riſe up again immediately. 
Theſe avoid Eſteem and Honour, that they may 
de took to be humble: They ſay of themſelves, 
that they are very evil, that they may be thought 
; and tho' they know their own Miſery, yet 
are loth that other Folks ſhould know it. 


they 
This is diſſembled Humility,” and feigned, and 


nothing but ſecret Pride. 


Tnkixs is the true Humility, who never think” 
of it, but judge humbly of themſelves ; they live 
and die in Gop; they mind not themſelves nor 
the Creatures; they are conſtant and quiet in all 
Things; they ſuffer Moleſtation with Joy, defire 
more of it, that may imitate their dear and 
deſpiſed Je; they are contented with what 
Gop allots them, and are convinced of their 
Faults with a pleaſing Shame; there is no Ho- 
nour that they look after, nor Injury to diſturb 
them; no Trouble to vex them; no Profperity to 
make them becauſe they are immoveable 
in themſelves, with abſolute 3 « 

Tun 2 not conſiſt in external 
Acts, in taking the loweſt Place, in going poor 
in Cloaths, in ſpeaking ſubmiſfively, in condemn- 
ing thy Ways, calling thyſelf miferable, to give 
others to underſtand that thou art humble: It con- 
liſts only in the of thyſelf, with a low 
and profound Knowledge, without concerning thy- 
lelf whether thou art eſteemed humble or no, 


though 
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Tur Light wherewith the Lond enlighten; 
the Soul, doth two Things; it diſcovers the 
Gerades of Gop, and at the ſame Time the 
Soul knows its own Stench and Miſery, inſomuch 


that no Tongue is able to expreſs the Depth in 


which it is overwhelmed ; it ſees that Grace of 
Go to be the mere Goodneſs of Him, and no- 
thing but his Mercy, which is ad rv to take 
Pity on it. . 


Trov ſhalt never be hurt by Men or Devil, 
but by thyſelf, ys own Pride and Paſſions; take 
Heed of x rh thou art the greateſt Devil of 


Re AE. 


Have no Mind to be 3 when God in- 
carnate was called Fool, Drunkard, and ſaid to 
have a Devil. O the Folly of Chriſtians That 
we ſhould be willing to enjoy Happineſs, without 
being willing to imitate — the — 


Tun truly bumble Man is at Reſt and Eaſe in 
his Heart; there he ſtands the Trial of Gon and 
Men, and the Devil — 
Peace, looking for the pure Pleaſure of Gop, as 
well in Life as Death: 1 without do no 
more diſquiet him, than if —_ never were. The 
Croſs to. him, and Death itſelf, are Delights, tho' 
he make no ſuch Shew ,. | 


| Mons thaw; and Sons, and ſuffer, and die 
without any Body's knowing it; for herein con- 
E ve. 


« Trov. 


ere ſhould reveal ſuch a Thing to 


g himſelf in 


a 
P 
n 
b 
( 
d 


1 
jo 
th 


The Spiritual Guide. 28 5 
Tuc wilt never be perfectly humble, though 
thou knoweſt thy own Miſery, unleſs thou deſireſt 
all Men ſhould know it; then thou wilt avoid 
Praiſe, embrace Injuries, deſpiſe every T hing that 
makes a fair Shew ; and if any Tribulation comes, 


blame none for it, but judge that it comes from 
Gop's Hand, as the Giver of every Good. 


FINALLY, if thou wouldſt be blefled, learn to 
deſpiſe rhyſelf, and to be deſpiſed by others. 


elf to be humble, embracing: 
Tribulations, as nts of thy Good; re- 
joice in Contempt, and deſire that Gop may be 
thy holy Refuge, Comfort, and Protector. 


ENCOURAGE 


None, let him be never ſo great in this World, 
can be greater than he that is in the Favour of 
God ; and therefore the truly humble Man de- 
ſpiſes whatever is in the World, even himſelf, 


and puts his only Truſt and Repoſe in Gop. 


Tux truly humble Man makes great Way in a 
little Time, like one that ſails before the Wind. 


THz truly humble Man finds Gop in all 
Things; ſo that whatever Contempt, Injury or 
Aﬀronts' come to him by Means of the Creatures, 
be receives it with great Peace and Quiet, as ſent 
from the Divine Hand ; and loves greatly the In- 
ſtrument with which the Lord tries him. 
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He is not yet arrived at Humility, that is taken 
with Praiſe, tho' he does not defire it, nor ſeek 
it, but rather avoids it : Becauſe to an bumble 
Heart, Praiſes are bitter Croſſes, although it be 

| OED | | | HE 
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Tu humble Heart is not diſquieted by Imper- 
fections, tho they do grieve him; becauſe they 
are againſt his loving Lon Dp. Nor is he concern- 
ed that he cannot do great Things; for he always 
feels his own Nothingneſs, nay, he wonders at 
himſelf that he can do any Thing, and thanks the 
Loxp for it, with a true Knowledge that it is 
Gop that doth all, and remains diſſatisfied with 
what he does himſelf. 


Tus truly humble Man doth always find an 
Excuſe to defend him that mortifies him, at leaſt 
in a found Intention. Who therefore would be 
angry with a Man of good Intention ? 


So much (nay more) doth falſe Humilify dif. 
eaſe Gop, as true Pride does; becauſe that is 


ypocriſy beſides. 


eee 


. 


CHAP. IV. 
Of Inward Solitude. 


TERNAL Solitude conſiſts in the forgetting of 
the Creatures, in aan ee ones ſelf from Ne 
them, and in a perfect Nakedneſs of ones own IM th. 
Will. This is the true Solitude, where the Soul 
repoſes with a ſweet and inward Serenity in the | 
Arms of its chief Good. 


OwnarT infinite Room is there in a Soul that Ane 
is arrived at this divine Solitude] O what inward, ¶ 'be 
what retired, what ſecret; what ſpacious, what <0 
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is once come to this? There the Lord converſes 
inwardly with the Soul; there He fills it with 
Himſelf, becauſe it is empty ; cloaths it with 
Light and with his Love, becauſe it is naked; 
lifts it up, becauſe it is low; and unites it with 
Himſelf ; and transforms it, becauſe it is alone. 


O Divine Lord ! How is it that Souls do not ge 
from Earth to this Glory ! How come they to loſe ſo 
great a Good, through the Love and deſire of created 
Things ! Bleſſed Soul, how bappy wilt thou be, if 
thou doſt but leave all for Gor / Seck Him only, 
breathe after none but Him; let Him only have t 
Sighs. Defire nothing, and then nothing can trouble 
thee ; and if thou defi deſire any Good, let it be in 
ſuch a Manner, that thou may/t net be diſquieted if 
thou miſſeft it. Ar 6 n 


Ir, with this Liberty, thou wilt give thy Soul 
to Gor, taken off from the World, free and 
alone, thou wilt be the happieſt Creature 
Earth ; becauſe the Moſt High has his ſecret Ha- 
bitation in this holy Solitude: In this Deſart and 
Paradiſe is enjoyed the Converſation of Gon; and 
it is only in this internal Retirement that that 


marvellous, powerful and divine Voice is heard. 


Ir thou wouldſt enter into this Heaven, forget 
every Care and every Thought; get out of thyſelf, 
that the Love of Gop may live in thy Soul. © | 


Lives as much as ever thou canſt abſtrafted 
from the Creatures, dedicate thyſelf wholly to thy 
Creator, and offer thyſelf in Sacrifice with Peace 
and Quietneſs of Spirit. Know, that the more 
the Soul diſrobes itſelf, the more Way it becomes 
cloathed with Gop; and the more empty __ 


1 
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ſelf the Soul gets to be, the more the Divine 
Spirit fills it. | | 


In this happy Life, Gon gives Himſelf all to 
the Creature, and the Creature all to Gop, by 
an intimate and ſweet Union. O how few ar: 
there that come to reliſh this true Solitude 


To make the Soul truly ſolitary, it ought to 
all the Creatures, and even itſelf ; other- 
iſe it will never be able to make a near Approach 
to Gon. Many Men forſake all Things, but they 
do not leave their own Will, and themſelves ; and 
therefore theſe ſolitary Ones are ſo few: 
Wherefore, if the does not get off from its 
own Deſire, and from its own Will, it never 
arrive at this high Felicity. % | 


Go on, blefſed Soul! Go on, without Stop, 
towards this Blefſedneſs of internal Solitude: See 
how Cop calls thee to enter into thy inward Cen- 
ter, where He will renew thee, change thee, fill 
thee, cloath thee, and ſhew thee a new and hea- 
venly Kingdom, full of Joy, Peace and Serenity. 


Wu once the Soul is mortified, and deſires 
wholly to deny its Appetites ; when once it effica- 
ciouſly embraces internal and external Mortifica- 
tion, and is willing to die heartily to its Paſſions 
then Gon uſes to take it alone 
itſelf, and raiſe it to a compleat Repoſe, where 

ſweetly, and inwardly infuſes his Li his 
Love, his Strength, inflaming it with a true 
Diſpoſition to all Virtue. 


THrzrs the Soul, raiſed and lifted up, becomes 


and its own Wa 


He 


united to its greateſt Good, without coſting. it an) 
Trouble or Pains : There, in that ſupreme Re- 


gion 


gion and ſacred Temple of the Soul, that 
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eſt 
ood takes it Complacency, manifeſts itſelf, and 
creates a Reliſh from the Creature, in a Way 


above all human Underſtanding: There only the 


ure Spirit, who is Gop, rules it, and the 
Maſterſhip over it, - communicating to it thoſe 
Sentiments which are neceſfary-for the moſt pure 
and perfect Union. | 


SOMETIMES the Lord gives greater Light to 


the Underſtanding, ſometimes greater Love to the 
Will. There is no Need here for the Soul to 
take any Pains or Trouble; it muſt receive what 
Go gives it, and reſt united as He will have it; 
| becauſe He is Lomp, He poſſeſſes and fills it, and 


works in it powerfully and ſweetly, inſomuch that 


before it is aware of this ſo t Mercy, it is 


gained, convinced, and changed already, 
Tux Manner that thou muſt uſe on thy Part, 


to fit thyſelf for this perfect Prayer, is a total and 
abſolute Conſignment of thyſelf into the Hands of 


Gop, with a perfect Submiſſion to his holy Will. 
to be buſied according to his Pleaſure and Diſpo- 
ſition, receiving what He ordains with an even 


and perfect Reſignation. 


Hor iexss does not conſiſt in forming deep and 
ſubtle Conceits of the Knowledge and Attributes 
of Gop, but in the Love of Gop, and in * 
Denial: Therefore it is often obſerved, that Ho- 
lineſs is more amongſt the Simple and Humble, 


than among the Learned. How many poor old 


Women are there in the World, which have little 
or nothing of human Science, but are rich in the 
Love of Gop | How many Divines do we ſee 
that are over Head and Ears in their vain Witfdow:, 

Vor. XXXVIII. Aa and 
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and- yet very bare in Things of true Light and 
Charity. 


REMEMBER that it is always good to ſpeak like 
one that learns, and not like one that knows. 


ALTHoucn Divine Wiſdom does commonly 
belong to the Humble and Simple, yet Men of 
Learning are not incapable of it, if they do not 
ſeck themſelves; nor ſet any great Value upon 
their own artificial Knowledge; but more, if they 
can forget it, as if they never had it, and only 
make Uſe of it in its own proper Place and Time, 
for Preaching and Diſputing when their Turn 
comes, and afterwards give their Minds to the 
ſimple and naked Contemplation of Gop. 


Tur Study which is not ordered for God's 
Glory only, is but a ſhort Way to Hell; not thro' 
the Study, but the Pride which begets it. Miſer- 
able is the greateſt Part of Men, whoſe Study 
only is to ſatisfy the unſatisfiable Curioſity of Na- 
ture. | 


Mary ſeck Gop, and find Him not; becauſe 
they are more moved by Curioſity, than ſincere, 
pure, and upright Intention. FEY 


Hz that does not endeavour the total Denyiog 
of himſelf, can never be capable of the Light ul 
the Spirit, | | 


Tux Spirit of Divine Wiſdom fills Men with 
Sweetneſs, governs them with Courage, and en- 
ligbtens thoſe who are ſubject to its Direction. 
Wherexzthe Divine Spirit dwells, there is always 
Simplicity, and a holy Liberty : But Craft and 
Double - mindedueſs, Fiction, Artifices, Policy, and 
"ny _ | world) 
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worldly Reſpects, are Hell itſelf, to wiſe and ſin- 


cere Men. 


Go is more ſatisfied with the Affection of the 
Heart, than that of worldly Science. It is one 
Thing to cleanſe the Heart of all that captivates 
and pollutes it, and another Thing to do a thou - 
ſand Things, tho' good and holy, without mind- 
ing that Purity of Heart, which is the main of all 
for attaining Divine Wiſdom. 


A Sour perfectly reſigned, is already arrived to 
ſuch a Happineſs, that it neither wills nor deſires 
any Thing but what its Beloved wills; it con- 
forms itſelf to this Will in all Emergencies, as 
well in Comfort as Anguiſh, and rejoices alſo in 
every Thing to do the Divine Good Pleaſure. 


Turxx is nothing but what comforts it; nor 
doth it want any Thing but what it can well 
want: To die, is Enjoyment to it; and to live, 
is its Joy: It is as contented here upon Earth, 
as it can be in Paradiſe ; it is as glad under Pri- 
vation, as it can be in Poſſeſſion ; in Sickneſs as 
it can be in Health; becauſe it knows that this 
is the Will of its Loxp. This is its Life, this its 
Glory, its Paradiſe, its Peace, its Repoſe, its Reſt, 
ts Conſolation and higheſt Happineſs. 


Tuts Soul, that is entered into the Heaven of 
Peace, acknowledges. itſelf full of Gop and his 
ſupernatural Gifts ; becauſe it lives grounded in a 
pure Love, receiving equal Pleaſure in Light and 
Darkneſs, in Night and Day, in Affliction and 
Conſolation : Thro' this holy and heavenly Indif- 
ſerency, it never loſes its Peace in Adverſity, nor 
its Tranquility in Tribulation, but ſees itſelf full. 
of unſpeakable Enjoyments. PR * 
: WA AND 
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Aup altho' the Prince of Darkneſs makes all 
the Aſſaults of Hell againſt it, with horrible 
Temptations, yet it makes Head againſt them, 


and ſtands like a ſtrong Pillar; no more hap- 
pening to it by them, than happens to a high 
Mountain in the Time of Storm and Tempeſt. 


Taz Valley is darkened with thick Clouds, 
fierce Tempeſts of Hail, Thunder, Lightning and 
Hail-ſtones, which looks like the Picture of Hell; 
at the ſame Time the lofty Mountain glitters, by 
the bright Beams of the Sun, in Quietneſs and 
Serenity, continuing clear like Heaven, immove- 
able, and full of Light. | 


Tux fame. happens to this bleſſed Soul; the 


Valley of the Part below, is ſuffering T'ribula- 
tions, Combats, Torments, Martyrdoms and 
Suggeſtians ; and at the ſame Time, on the lotty 


Mountain of the higher Part of the Soul, the true 
Sun caſts its Beams; it enflames and enlightens it, 
and ſo it becomes clear, peaceable, reſplendent, 


quiet, ſerene, being a mere Ocean of Joy. 


So great thereſore is the Qyiet of this pure Soul, 
which. is gotten up to the Mountain of Tranqui- 
lity, ſo great is the Peace of its Spirit, ſa, great the 
Serenity and Chearfulneſs within, that a Glim- 
mering of Gop does redound even to the Out- 
fide of it. 


BzcAvst in the Throne of Quiet are manifeſt 
the Perfections of ſpiritual Beauty; here the true 
Light of the ſecret and, divine Myſteries of our 
holy. Faith, here perfect Humility, even to the 
ampleſt Reſignation, Chaſtity, Poverty of Spirit, 
the Sincerity and Innocency of the Dove, Mode- 
ſy, Liberty, and Purity of Heart; here the For- 

| | getfulnel: 
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getfulneſs of every created Thing, joyful Simpli- 
city, heavenly Indifferency, continual Prayer, per- 
fe Diſintereſtedneſs, a moſt wiſe Contemplation, 
a Converſation in Heaven; and laſtly, the moſt. 
perſect and ſerene Peace within; of which this 
happy Soul may ſay, what the Wiſeman ſaid of 
Wiſdom, that all other Graces came in Company 
with her. 


Tris is the hidden Treaſure; the bleſſed Liſe, 
the happy Life, the true Life, and Blefſedneſs 
here below. O thou lovely Greatneſs, that paſſeſt 
the Knowledge of the Sons of Men! O excellent 
ſupernatural Life, how admirable and unſpeakable 
art thou! O how much doſt thou raiſe a Soul 
from Earth,- which loſes in its View all Things of 
the Vileneſs of Earth ! Thou art poor to look 
upon, but inwardly thou art full of Wealth; thou 
ſeemeſt low, but art exceeding high; in a Word, 
thou art that which makeſt Men live a Life divine 
here below. Give me, O Lorp, a Portion of 
this heavenly Happineſs and true Peace, that the 
World is neither capable of underſtanding nor re- 
ceiving. 


End of the Spiritual Guide. 
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Conſcientious ? 
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Acts xxiv. 16. 
And herein du I exerciſe myſelf, to have always a. 


Conſeience void of Offence toward Gon, and te- 
ward. Men.. 


N this Text are theſe ſix Things ſingu- 
I larly conſiderable: 


I. Hers is the Index to the Book of 
Conſcience ; the Eye to the Portraiture / 
of a Chriſtian, that according to your ſeveral Stand- 
ings, looks upon the Buſineſs, the Time, the Man- 
ner and the Cauſe of it. 14.1%; 6: # rages 
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Herein] In this, i. e. in this Buſineſs; g. d. here 
I am arraigned as a Maleſactor, charged with $edi- 
tion, Schiſm, and Hereſy, in this my Conſcience 
acquits me. Again, 


Herein] In or at this Time, 9. d. It is but five | 
Days ago, fince I was ſtruck on the Mouth for | 
this Defence, and I ſee thoſe preſent that fo raſhly 
and illegally cenſured me; yet now before more 


equal Judges, I bring the ſame Defence. Again, 


Herein] In this Manner, g. d. My Manner of 
Life from my Youth, which was at the firſt among 
ming otun K at Jeruſalem, 4#:0w all the Jews, 
which knew me from the Beginning (if they woull 
teftify) that I l ved after the trait Sec of our Re- 
lizion: And I am not conſcious to myſelf of any 
Crime in Reſpect of their Law, either in my Ju- 
daiſm or Chriftianity. Or thus, 


Herein) q. d. I have Hope towards G 0 D— that 
there ſhall be a Reſurrection of the Dead, bath of the 
ft and UV j; and therefore with me it is à very 
mall Thing bat I ſhould be judged of you, or of 
Man's Judgment; yea, I judge not mine ownſelf, for 
I know nothing by myſelf, yet am I not hereby juſtified; 
but Fe that judgeih me is the Loxp: And therefore 
haying an Eye to the Reſurrection, and laſt Judg- 
ment, I exerciſe myſelf to have, &c. 


2. Hers is the Ad with the Quality included, 
[ [ exerciſe} I am muſing, and exerciſing my Mind; 

am learning, and buſying my Thoughts: The 
Word alſo notes Induſt and Endeavour, Pains 
and Labour, g. d. this is my Meditation, my 
Study, my Work and Emplgyment, to get, to keep 
and ule 4 Conſcience void fb, ence. 
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3. CoNns1DER the Subject of this Exerciſe [my- 
ſelf} it was himſelf, not on'y his Hearers; he took 
on him the Care of all the Churches, but he would 
not have it charged upon him, that he kept others 
Vineyards and neglected his own; he would be 
ſure fo to exerciſe himſelf, that he might not by 
any. Means, when he had preached to others, himſelf 
be a Caſt- away. 


4. ConsIDer the Object of this Exerciſe, and 
that is [ Conſcience] and pray conſider the Manner 
of expreſſing himſelf [to have a Conſcience] to be 
Owner of a good Conſcience: All Men have a 
Conſcience, but we may ſay of moſt, Conſcience 
hath them: They have a Conſcience, as they have 
a Fever: Conſcience is troubleſome, and diſquicts 
them; they cannot fin fo freely, as if they had no 
inward Gripe, and therefore they had rather be rid 
of their Conſciences, than be thus troubled with 
them. But the Apoſtle would have a Conſcience 
to commune with, he would do nothing but what 


he is willing his Deputy- Judge ſhall approve of. 


5. Corsi the Quality of the Subject [woid 
of Offence] i. e. without any Thing which will not 
endure the Scrutiny of both Divine and Human 
| Judgment. The Diſtribution notes the Entireneſs, 
Exactneſs, and Excellency of his Goſpel-Carriage, 
/ in his Religion towards Goo and in his Conver- 
ſation among Men. He made it his Buſineſs to live 
purely before Gob, and religiouſly among Men. 


6. ConsiDER the Continuance of this Exerciſe 
[akways] it is not only by Fits and Starts, when in 
ſome good Mood, or under ſome Pangs of, Con- 
viction; it is not only when arreſted by Sickneſs, 
or affrighted by the Apprehenſion of Death; but 
aluays, at all Times. 
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Tus Words thus opened, the General Cale that 

lies upon me to reſolve, is this: How we may be 
univerſally and exactly conſcientious? Univerſally, 

in Reſpett of Things; exactly, in Reſpect of Man. 

ner. B | 

To anſwer this, (ſo far as I can crowd it into: 
Sermon) I ſhall preſent you with four Things. 


1. Wnar Conſcience is. 
2. WHAT its Objects. 
n 3. Wuar its Offices. 


4. war ate the Kinds of Conftichoes; where 
in various Directions are neceſſary, for Remedic: 
and * which when laid together, will rcſolv: 


I. Conscience is Man's Judgment of hin- 
ſelf, 1. 6. of his Eftate and Actions, as they at 
_ ſubjected to the Judgment of Gop, 


Fon Conſcience, the Hebrews ordinarily make 
Uſe of two Words, viz. [ Heart] and [ Spirit 
But in Engl (as alſo in the Greek and Latin 
©" whence we borrow it) it is called [Conſciexc] 
Knowledge with another, which - excellently { 
forth the ſcriptural Nature of it, as ob xvi. 19 

My Witneſs is in Heaven; and Rom. ix. 1. % 

the Truth—my Conſcience alſo bearing me Witne/s u 
" the Holy Ghoſt, In both Places, g. d. Gop wit 
neſſeth with my Conſcience: 5. iſ is placel 
in the Middle, under Gop, and above Man. 
will cloſe this with Brochmand's Deſcription 0 
"Conſcience, to be a Kind of filent Rec/oning of . 
Mina, whoſe definitive Sentence is received 7 V ſen 
*  Ajeciia 
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+ Afedion of the Heart, whereby thoſe Things which 
are judged to be good and right, are approved of with 
Delight ; but thoſe Things which are evil, are diſap- 
proved with Sorrow: 2 hath Tn this in - 
Men, partly to be a Judgment and T eſtimony of t 
828 which Man was at firſt created, 25 of 
that Corruption that followed Sin; partly that Gon 
may have a Tribunal erected in the Breaſts of Men 
to accuſe Delinguents, and to excuſe thoſe that do what 
is good and right, 


2. Tux Object of Conſcience is very various: 
Conſcience hath great Employment, and much Bu- 
ſineſs with the whole Man, and with all his Ac- 
tions; it is like thoſe living Creatures in the Reve- 
lation, all over Eyes; it looks to the Underſtanding, 
whether our Wiſdom be carnal or gracious; to the 
Will, whether it go beyond, or fall ſhort in Ability 
of good Performances; to the Affections, whether 
| the Entertainment or Refuſal of the Goſpel be the 
Matter of greateſt Joy or Sorrow: It pries into all 
our Actions both towards Gop and Man, Towards 
Gop, whether in general our Eftate be good; in 
ſpecial, whether our Service be inward and fpiri- 

2: ritual, or only outward and formal. More parti- 
0 cularly, it ſurveys all our Duties, whether we pray 
in chic wheth : we hear with —. ; whether 
„ through our Baptiſm, we can go unto Gop as un- 
10 to an Oracle; whether in the Lord's Supper we 
have ſingular Communion with Chrift 3 in ſhort, 

* whether we do and will ſtick cloſe to Religion; as 
/ knowing, that if Conſcience. do not ſteer right, 
EReligion will be ſhipwreck d. Thus Duties to- 
wards God are the great Object of Conſcience: 
But Duties towards Man are the ſecondary, and 
like unto it. Towards Man in our whole Conver- 
_ Particularly, that * —— to Rulers, 
and that which is in one charg us 
Vor. XXXVIL Bb "Js 
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for Conſcience Sake, is in another Place command. gr 
ed for the Lord's Sake;) in ſhort, that we be juk 
in all our Dealings, avoiding all juſtly offentin 
Things, Words, Thoughts ; that we expreſs ſingu. 
lar Charity, eſpecially to Souls; and this in Prayer, 
when we can do nothing elfe, and Conſcience doth 
not only do all this at preſent urging to Duty, «Mz 
ſhooting or tingling under the Commiſſion of Sin, 
but it foreſees Things future, provoking to Good, 
and cautioning againft Evil; and alfo looks bad 2 
upon Things paſt with Joy or Torment, ſo that itMe/ 
is eaſier to reckon what is not the Object of Con- 
ſcience, than what is: In a Word, Every Thing Ml - 
Duty and Sin is the Objett of Conſcience. 


3. Tn Offices of Confcience are likewiſe va. 
rious. In general, the proper Office of Confeience 
is to apply that Light which is in the Mind, to 
particular Actions or Caſes. Phe Light which is 
in the Mind, is either the Light of Nature, or n- 
ther Preventing Grace; or the Light of Divine 
Revelation. By the Light of Nature, I underſtand 
thoſe common Notions, which are written in the 
Hearts of Men, which (as a Brand pluck'd out of 
the common Burning) are the Relicks of the Image 
of Gop after the Fall. Not only Seripture, but 
Experience evidenced, that thoſe which are prac- 
tical Atheifts fay unto Gov, Depart from us, u. 
defere not the Knowledge of thy Mays; yet cannot get 
rid of his Deputy, their Conſcience: They carty 
a Spy, a Regiſter, a Monitor in their Boſom, that 
doth accuſe-and trouble them, they cannot fin in 
Quiet. Thoſe that are without, or reject the Sun- 
thine of Scripture, yet they cannot blow out Go 
Candle of Conſcience. By Divine Revelation, 1 
mean, both the ſtanding Rule of Scriprure, and 
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Spiritual Communications; all which, n (if 
rip= 


1ulMrbey be from Gop) they are according to 

e ture; yet the former are afforded upon particular 
gu N Prov idences, and the laſt are the univerſal Privi- 
yer, eges of particular Favourites: But it is the Office 


of Conſcience to apply all theſe, and that it doth 
„dy a Kind of a practical Syllogiſm. e. g. 


00,0 WrosotveR belicveth, (i. e. accepteth of Chriſt 
ak Ws Lonp and Saviour) Hb ſayed:: But I accept 
/ Chriſt as LoRD and Saviour : Therefore ſhall I be 


on- aue d. Or, 


WHOSOEVER committed Sin (i. e. makes a Trade 
of Sin) 1s of the Devil (i. e. the Child of the De- 
vil.) But / made a Trade of Sin; Therefore I am 
a Child of the Devil. ? 


Ix the firſt Propoſition, you have the Dictate of 
Conſcience: In the ſecond you have the Teſtimony 
of Conſcience; and in the Concluſion, you have 
the Judgment of Conſcience. In the firſt the Power 
of Conſcience is very great, ſo great that it can do 
of Many Thing but make Evil Good; for it can make 
age an indifferent Action good or evil; and it can 
but I make a good Action evil: Therefore in Things 
aC- — it doth ſo bind, that no human Laus 
we can looſen. Thus far the Dictate of Conſciences 
get I In the Teſtimony of Conſcience, Confcience exa- 
rry WH ines and tries our Actions: This in Seripture is 
nut called, a returning into a Man's own Heact, a 
in I thinking of our Ways, a ſpeaking to our Heart, 
-a laying 'Fhings.to Heart, a ſetting our Heart upon 
D's WH Buſineſs, an Examination and Trial of ourſelves; 
I #od. thence the Concluſion is inferred. from the Pre- 
miſſes. according to our of the Rule 
and Account of our Actions. Vet this is worthy 
of ſpecial Obſervation, that though both the Pre- 
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miſſes be undeniably true, yet there is nothing 
more ordinary, than for not only wicked, but gra- 
cious Perſons (though upon different Grounds) to 
deny the Concluſion; and the Truth is, without 
the Spirit's Aﬀiſtance by Way of Conviction to 
the Wicked, and Relief to the Godly, neither of 
them will prove any better Logicians, than ftill to 
deny the Concluſion. 


 GRrACELEss Perſons will not conclude again 
themſelves: For, | | 


(i.) Tuev will not weigh the Cogency of a 
Seriptural Argument. a You on 


(2:) Turr have ſuck'd in other ſelf-Alattering 
Concluſions: And, * 


(.) Tuxy are wil to put a Cheat upon 
themſelves: So theſe will not conclude again 
themſelves. | 


* AND on the other Hand, gracious Perfons dare 
not conclude themſelves fo happy as the Scripture 
repreſents them. | 


(I.) Tuxovon the Prevalency of Temptations, 
Satan frights them from their Comforts. 


(2.) Tnxy think it is too good to be true, eſpe- 
cially conſidering, | 


+ (3) Turin Senſe of Unworthineſs: What! 
they paſs a Sentence of Approbation upon their Ac- 
tions! No, they dare not. In ſhort, the only Re- 
medy I ſhall commend to both Sorts is this, vis. 
Beg of Gop to perſuade thy Heart to cloſe witi 


-eonvincing Truth. 


: 
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CurIsTIANs, do but ſuffer and help your Con- 
ſcience: to do its Office, and then al you have 
Rejoicing in your ſelues alone, and not in another, i. e. 
you will find Cauſe of rejoicing in the Teſti 
of your own Conſcience, and not in others think- 
ing you to be better than you are, nor in thinking 
ves to be better than others. Thus you 
have the Offices of Conſcience. I come in the laſt 


Place to ſpeak of, 


4. Tux Kinds of Conſcience which are com- 
monly reduced to theſe four, viz. Good and 
Quict; Good and Troubled. Evil and Quiet; 
Evil and Troubled. But intending the Reſolu- 
tion of the Caſe before me, in ſpeaking to Con- 
ſcience under the ſeveral Kinds of it, I ſhall ſpeak 
to eight Kinds of Conſciences. The two firſt 
viz. the Sleepy and the Seared Conſcience are pe- 
culiar to the worſt of Men. The four next, viz. 
the Erring, Doubting, Scrupulous and Trembli 
Conſciences, are almoſt indifferent to Good — 
Bad; only the two former have a greater Bias to 
Bad, and the two latter have a greater Tendenc 
to Good: But the two laſt Kinds, viz. the G 
and Honeſt, and the Good and Quiet Conſciences, 
are peculiar to God's Children. In treating of 
theſe, I ſhall endeavour to acquaint you with the 
Nature of each; how to cure the Evil, and how to 
obtain the Good; and hereby the Application will 
be entwiſted with the Explication throughout my 
Diſcourſe. _ 


I. Tur Firft, and one of the worſt Kinds of 
Conſciences in the World, is the Sleepy Conſcience; 
ſuch is the Conſcience of every unconverted Perfon 
that is not yet under Horror; their Spirit, 7. e. their 
Conſcience is afleep; that as bodily Sleep bindeth 
up all the Senſes and animal Spirits, ſo this ſpiritual 

Bb 3 (or 


B * TC 
* ; * . 
x "% [0 2 
; ERMON On 


(or rather unſpiritual) Sleepineſs, bindeth up the 
Soul from all Senſe of the Evil of Sin, and Want 
of Grace, and therefore in Converſion Chrift doth 
awaken the Conſcience. The Diſciples of Chrif 
have their Spirits waking, when their Bodies are 
Dumbring. Cbriſi complains of Unkindnefs, that 
his Spouſe ſleeps in the Morning, when He knock; 
for early Entertainment; but the Unconverted let 
Chri/t ſtand knocking all the Day, till Supper 
Time; they will ſpend the Day with their Luſts, 
and if Chriſt will knock and wait till the Day of 
their Life be almoſt ſpent, then they will pretend 
to open: But how long muſt Gop call, How lung 
wilt thou ſleep, O Sluggard? When wilt thou ariſ: 
out of thy Sleep? And they will anſwer, Yet a litth 
Sleep, a little Slumber, a little folding of the Hands 1 
The plain Truth is, though wicked Men 

cannot quite ſtifle their Conſciences; yet their Con- 
Niences do but as it were talk in their Sleep, and 
they take no more Notice of them, than they do 
of their Dreams. 


Cavsxs of a ſleepy Conſcienee are (beſides the 
Sluggiſhneſs of our depraved Natures) 


t. A SPIRITUAL Intoxication; all unconverted 
Perſons are drunk with the Love of Sin, and therci 
behave themſelves like Solomon's Drunkard, that lies 
down to Sleep-in the Heart of the Sea, or upon the 
Top of a Maſt, in the very Midſt of the greateſ 
Danger: He doth that daily which Jonah did once, 
run away from Gop, and then compoſeth himſel 
to Sleep, when Gov: is purſaing him with Judg: 
ments; and dreams of nothing but Impunity, an! 
Happineſs, Love of Sin is the Devil's Opium 
whereby he caſts. the Conſcience into a dead Sleep 
that no Arm but that of Omnipotency can wake" 
it. He meets with ſomething in the World, * 

| | "ho 
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he he likes better than the holy Ways of Gop, and 
nt therefore will not ſeek Goo; Gop's Ways are 
th always grievous to him— He hath ſaid in bis Heart, 
„all not be move Gon hath forgotten, He bideth 
re i Face, He will never ſee it — He contemns God, 
at and ſaith in his Heart, Thou wilt not require it. 
ki W They wink, and then conclude Gop doth not ſee 
let W them. — 

bs, 2. CARNAL Conceits of Grace and Heaven. 
of MW At the beſt, human Wiſdom is their higheſt Guide, 
nd MW their ſupreme Oracle; in their miſhapen Apprehen- 
n; WM fions of their Need of Mercy, they are willing to 
iſe WW be flattered, that it may be had without ſuch Seve- 
th rities in Religion, as they are unwilling to under- 
„take. Why ſhould they be wiſer than their Neigh- 
en bours? All Men are not Fools. Men as wile, and 
n-W as learned, neither preſs nor practiſe ſuch Striftncfs; 
nd and do you think they have not a Care of their 
do Souls? They do not doubt but they ſhall do as well 


2s the beft. Though, poor Souls, they know that 
wide is the. Gate, and broad is the Way, that leadeth 
to Deflrudtion, and many there be which go inthereat ; 
becauſe rait is the Gate, and narrow ig the Way, 
that leadeth unto Life, and few there be that find it. 
Mark that, [that find it] He doth not ſay that en- 
ter-into it, but that find it. Thoſe that do not 
walk in the Way of Holineſs, it is impoflible they 
ſhould ever find it. The Gate doth not lead to 
the Way, but the Way to the Gate. Do not 
think to get to Heaven firſt, and learn Heavenly- 
mindedneſs after; yea, Heaven muft ſuffer Vio- 
lence: Striving is the Condition of entering. Rouze 
up therefore, and ſhake off your worldly Wiſdom, 
your ignorant Self-love, your Abuſe of Mercies, 
— Contempt of Gop, and your Forgetfulneſs of 

th and Judgment. But how ſhall we do this? 


1. Tam 


4 '” A > 
if 4 
„ 


308 A Sermon am 
1. Tus firſt Remedy I ſhall commend, is Con- 
fideration. Let the Subject of thy Conſideration 
r 
to whi art poſti ſhall 
not doubtof the Succeſs. Let — ta inſert a 
Relation I heard between the preaching and the 
tranſcribing. of this Sermon. The Father of a Pre. 
digal left it, as bis Death- Bed Charge, unto his only 
_ to e a Quarter of an Hour every Day in 
but beft him at 
— would, — mpeg bm ts nd 0 
0 ——— Wk T he Son _ 
a pleaſe bimfelf in hi to the Per- 
2 ary Furs brs Promiſe; his 1 Day recall 
leaſures, — * contrive his future De- 
mori but at length but Thoughts became inquiſitive 
what might be his Father's End in propoſing this Toſt: 
A thought bis Father was a wiſe and good Man, 
therefore ſurely he intended and \ehes he would 
5 think of Religion: When this lea- 
ven d bis ts, they 2 — ns neither 
could he contain them in jo 
was that Night fleepleſs, and 
be became ſerioufly religious. 
your to go and do n 


5. Oven un what Abo tha ſhunneſt as too 
8 and make Uſe of them for thy Awakening, 
his, with the of Gop wilt ſavin 

pages mee , 87 


II. Tas freond Kind of Conſcienes 
ia, The Seared Conſcience: Such is theirs who 
have given up their Names to Chrift, but lift up 
their Heel againſt Him, of which the Apoſtles ſpeaks, 
1 Tim. iv. 2. Huving their Conſciences feared with an 


bat Iron, i. c. having a corrupt and putrified Con- 
ens that hath the Devils Brand-Mark upon it. 
Plainly, 


to think 4 
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Mainly, a ſeared Conſcience, is a rotten, venomous, 
ulcerate, peſtilent, filthy, gangrenate Conſcience, 
that doth not perſorm any of his Offices, but is 
even paſt feeling. To this Rank of profligate Sin- 
ners, I refer all thoſe that frequent (as well as thoſe 
that reject) Ordinances, that make a Profeſſion (as 
well as that hate the Profeſſion) of Religion, yet 
have a Reſerve of Sin, which they will not part 
with, 


Tr Cauſes of a feared Conſcience, are Con- 
ſcience- waſting Sins on Man's Part procuring it, 
and Divine Withdrawing from the Sinner on God's 
Part inflicting it. As there are ſome bodily Diſeaſes 
that follow bodily Weakneſs, fo this Soul- Diſeaſe 
is the peculiar Puniſhment of Sins againſt Know- 
ledge. Methinks that Text is dreadful, Rom. 1. 
28. As they did net like to retain GoD in their Know- 
ledge, Go gave them over to a r e Mind. 
t is obſervable, the oftner they rebelled againſt the 
Light, the more ſeverely Go D puniſhed them, 
with that which they counted Impunity, viz. He 
gave them up to their Swing of 1. Natural Luft, 
2. Unnatural, and 3. all Unrighteouſneſs. 
Cuſtom of Sinning, takes away Conſcience of 
dinning. 


Fox Cure; feriouſly ſet yourſelves againft thoſe 
peculiar Ways of Sinning which have brought you 
to this. You know them; there is not any one 
that hath a ſeared Conſcience, but he doth, or eaſily 
may know how it came ſo: Your Work, in ſome 
Reſpect, is not ſo large as in Caſe of the ſleepy 
Conſcience: It is but one or two Sorts of Sins that 
are eminently. miſchevious- to your Souls in this 
Caſe. Though a ſeared Conſcience is worſe than 
a ſleepy Conſcience ; yet as it is more eaſily diſ- 
cernible, ſo it is but reaſonable you ſhould more 
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ſpeedily and vigorouſly ſet upon the Cure, Take 
Heel of accounting any Sin ſmall, left at laſt you 
account not Sin great. I will commend: one 
Text to you, and cloſe this Particular, Exel. xxiv. 
13, 14. In 2 Filthineſs is Lewdneſs: Becauſe J 
have purged thee, and thou waſt net purged, thay 
ſhalt not be purged from thy Filthineſs any more, till 
1 have cauſed my Fury to reſt upon thee. I the Lok 
bave ſpoken it, it ſhall come to paſt aid I will do it, 
Iwill not go back, neither will I ſpare, neither will 
1 repent. Sirs, GoD hath been your Phyſician, 
bath. uſed Variety of Remedies: If nothing will 
prevail, but you will induſtriouſly ſinge your Con- 
ſciences, to make them ſenſeleſs; as ſure as Gop 
is true, He will make you ſenſible of your Sin by 
everlaſting Burnings. a | 


III. Ax Erring Conſcience is that which judgeth 
otherwiſe than the Thing is. Conſcience is ſome- 
times deceived through Ignorance of what is right, 
23. apprehendia a falſe Rule for a, true, an Error 

the Will of Go; ſometimes through Ignorance 

1 the Fact, by miſapply ing a right Rule to a wrong 
i Conſcience evil informed, takes human 
Traditions, apd falſe Doctrines, propoſed under 
the Shew of Divine Authority, to be the Will of 
Gop. A famous Inſtance you have of this in Je- 
xoboam's Caſe : He fears that if the People ſhould 
up to. ſacrifice at Feruſelem, he ſhould loſe: bis 
2828 this puts him upon Enquiry, whether 
there ſhould not be a double Sanctuary, as well as 
a double Kingdom? Hereupon 2 Council is called, 
flattering Prophets come, they have Dreams and 
Viſions,, worthy of their Affections, ſuitable to 
their Purpoſe: A. Decree is. made, 9. d. it is ſuffi- 
cient that you have hitherto up to Jeruſalem, 
now behold your Gods, theſe Calves are like the 
Cheruhims of the Sanctuary, which. are as _ 
: ring 
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firing Spirits before the Face of Gop. (That theſe 
Calves had the Shape of Cherubims, you may ga- 
ther by comparing Scriptures, that which is called 
the Face of an Ox in one Place, is called the Face 
of a Cherub in the other). This ſeems. to the 


People a fatisfying Warrant for them readily to 


follow the King's Commandment. I might add 
another Inſtance of the good old Prophet, who was 
plauſibly ſeduced to his bodily Deſtruction. 


Nov it is a Queſtion (among the | iſts 
eſpecially) Whither, and how far e rm 


ference binds? | 


One of their-moſt learned Caſuĩſts peremptorily 
determines, that the Law of an erring Conſcience 
is not difpenſable by Gon Himfelf : Others, that 
it is good to follow an erring Conſcience, when it 
is agreeable to Reaſon : Others, that a right and 
an erronious Conſcience both bind, though in a 
different Reſpe&; a right Conſcience, as it is con- 
formable to theLaw of GoD; an erring Conſcience, 
25 it is thought to be the Law of Gov. 


TRE plain Truth is, Error cannot bind us to 
follow it: An erring Conſcience may fo bind, that 
it may be a Sin to go againſt it; but it can never 
ſo bind, as it may be a Virtue to follow it, To 
follow an erring Conſcience, is for the blind Sinner 
to follow his ind Confcience, till both fall into 
the Ditch. The Violation of Conſcience is always 
evil, and the following of an wn. Conſcience is 
evil; but there is a middle Way that is iafe and 
good, viz. the informing of Conſcience better by 
Gop's Word, and following of it accordingly. 

Tux Cauſes of an erring Conſcience (beſides 
original Sin, the Effect whereof — 1 

Wa nder- 
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Underſtanding; and the juſt Judgment of Goy 
upon Perſons for not entertaining, obeying, and 
loving the Truth, as it is in Jeſus) are reduceable 
to theſe three Heads. 


I. NEGLIGENCE of learning the Will of Gos, 
through Slothfulneſs, and Love of Eaſe, and loy 
Eſteem of the Ways of Gon. | 


2. PRIDE whereby a Man is aſhamed to conſult 
ethers, and to be taught by them. Thoſe that ar: 
_fincerely conſcientious, are not free from a Kind 

of proud Modeſty, in being ſhy of making Enquiry 
into practical Caſes; there is ſomething of Pride in 
their Baſhfulneſs to diſcover their Ignorance, in 
aſking of Queſtions for Conſcience-Sake. But thoſe 
that are ungodly, arrogate ſo much to their own 

udgment, that (to ſpeak their own Boaſting) they 
know as much as any Man can teach them: But 
as wiſe as they are, a wiſer than they calls then 
Fools; and their Folly miſleads them. 


3. Pass tox, or inordinate Affection about that 
whereof we are ignorant. This warpeth our Con- 
ſideration; for he that ſeeks Truth with a Bias, 
will run counter when he comes near it, and not 
| kad it, though he come within Sight of it. 


Vo may gather the Remedies from the Oppo 
Lites to theſe three Cauſes of Error. (1.) Be is 
duſtriouſiy diligent to know your Duty. (2.) Bb 
humbly willing to receive Inſtruction. And (3, 
Let not your Affections out-run your Judgment. 


Bor there is one Rule I ſhal! commend, which 
if you will conſcientiouſly improve, you ſhall neve! 
be much hurt by an erring Conſcience; and I dare 
appeal to your own Conſciences, that it is your it 
ba") _ diſpenſabe 
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diſpenſable Duty, you muſt uſe it, and it is ſo plain 
and eaſy you may uſe it. 


Do what you know, and Gop will teach you 
what to do. Do what you know to be your pre- 
ſent Duty, and Gop will acquaint you with your 
future Duty, as it comes to- be preſent. Make it 
your Buſineſs to avoid known Omiffions, and Gon 
will keep you from feared Commiſſions. 


Tuis Rule is of great Moment, and therefore 
I will charge it upon 92 expreſs Scripture. 
Pſalm xxv. 4. Shew me thy Ways, O Loxp, i. e. 
thoſe Ways wherein I cannot err: Tach me thy 
Paths, i. e. that narrow Path which is too com- 
monly unknown, thoſe Commands that are moſt 
ſtrict and difficult: Verſe 5. Lead me in thy Truth, 
and teach me, i. e. teach me evidently, that I may 
not be deceived ; ſo teach me, that I may not only 
know thy Will, but do it. Here is his Prayer, 
but what Grounds hath he to expect Audience ? 
For Thou art the Gop of my Salvation, g. d. Thou, 
Loxp, wilt fave me, and therefore do not refuſe 


to teach me. On Thee do I tunit all the Day, i. e. 


the whole Day, and every Day: Other Arguments 
are couched in the following Verſes; but what An- 
ſwer? Verſe 9. The Meek will He guide in Fudg- 
ment, the Miet will He teach his W, 
that ſubmit their Neck to his Yoke, thoſe that are 
not conceited that they can guide themſelves better 
than He can guide them, He will teach them his 
Ways; in neceflary, great, and weighty Matters 
ſhall not err. in, Prov. ii. 3, 4, 5» 6, 
1» 8, 9. V thou crieft after d and lift 
up thy Voice for Underflanding : If thou ſeekeft her 
as Silver, and ſearcheft for her as for hid Treaſures: 
Then ſhalt thou under/land the Fear a. 4 the Lok p, 
and find the Knowledge of GoD. For the Lond 
Vol. XXXVIII. Cc giveth 


ay, i. e. thoſe 
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1 
giveth Wiſdom: Out of his Mouth cometh Knawledy: 
and Underſtanding. He layeth up ſound i ſdom for 
the Righteous : We is a Buckler to them that wali 
wprightly. He keepeth the Paths of Judgment, and 
zreſerocth the Fay of bis Saints, Halt thou un- 
denſtand Righteouſneſs, and Judgment, and Equity, 
and every good Path, g. d. but as diligent to 
Knowledge, as a covetous Man to get Money, 
and Gop will certainly give you ſuch Knowledge 
of his Ways, as ſhall preſerve you from Error, and 
will teach you how to behave yourſelves both towards 
Gop and Man. One Scripture more, that in the 
Evidence of three Witneſſes this Rule may be eſta- 
bliſhed, Fehr vii. 17. /f any Man will de his Will, 
he ſhall know of the Doctrine, whether it be of Goo, 
or whether I ſpeak of myſclf, g. d. Hinder not 
rſelves from learning Truth, through Fear of 
Fer; for you ſhall never want the Spirit's Guid- 
ance, while you practically follow his Conduct. 


IV. A Dous rid Conſcience is that, which, 
with Trouble and Anxiety, ſuſpends its Judgment, 
not knowing which Way to determine. Doube 
fulneſs of Conſcience, is that Ambiguity of Mind, 
which conſiſts in a ſtanding (or rather in a waver- 
ing) Ballance, neither aſſenting nor diſſenting, 
To ſpeak ſtrictly, a doubtin nſcience is no 
Conſcience, but on — » as a dead Man 
may be ſaid to be a - Conſcience is a Judg- 
ment of ſomething done, or to be done: But where 
there is no Aﬀent, there is no Judgment; and 
therefore ſo far as it may be called a Conſcience, it 
is an evil Conſcience, 


Tus Apoſtle tells us, /hatſoever is not of Fail 
#s Sin, By Faith there we muſt underſtand tha 
Perſuaſion and Security of Mind, whereby we be. 


lieve and determine, that ſuch a Thing pleaſeth 0 
| diſplcaſcti 
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diſpleaſeth Gop, is lawful or forbidden: It is not 
ſpoken of juſtifying Faith, as if Men finned in eat- 
ing or not eating, becauſe their Sins were, or were 
not pardoned. In all Duties then that belong 
to Practice, we muſt be unweariedly diligent to 
perceive the Truth, that Doubtfulneſs may be 
driven away; for the more certain Knowledge we 
have of thoſe Things we do, the more conhdent 
we may be in the doing of them, and the more joyful 
afterwards, What therefore is the Cauſe of Doubt- 
ing, that it may be baniſhed ? 


THe Cauſes of Doubting, which I ſhall ſpeak of 
briefly, (to ſay nothing of our Ignorance and Weak- 
neſs) are theſe two. | 


1. EiruER Want or Equality of Reaſons; that 
when we poiſe and weigh Things moſt impartially, 
pet we are not able to come to a Determination, 
but the Mind is ſtill in Suſpenſe. 


2. DousTs ariſe from ſome peculiar Reaſons. 
General Reaſons are not ſufficient to make a con- 
ſcientious Doubt; there muſt be Intention of Mind 
upon ſome icular Reaſons that muſt be duly 
weighed, elſe we may be ſaid to doubt of what we 
ſcarce think of. They have not fo as a 
doubting Conſcience, whoſe Doubts lurk in Ge- 
nerals, who have only ſome cloudy Notions from 
without, or foggy Miſts from within, which they 
take no due Courfe to clear, Too many deal with 
their Doubts, as Cripples with their Sores, which 
might eaſily be healed, but they make them a beg- 
ing Argument; ſo the Formaliſts have always their 
Doubts and Fears about Things general, or of leſſer 
Moment, which they might eaſily anſwer, and em- 
for themſelves in Things more profitable. Shall 

tell you how? You cannot expect I ſhould refoive 

| Cc 2 tho 
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the almoſt infinite Particulars of doubtful Caſes; 

but I will propoſe two Remedies, which, with 

the Blefling of Goo upon the conſcientious Im- 

828 will give you Light for Smoke, in 
hings both ſacred and civil. 


1. Anour leſſer Matters this Rule commonly 
holds good, viz. In Things doubtful, take the 
ſaſeſt rſe. In Things doubtful ordinarily one 
Way is clear, take that, e. g. I queſtion whether 
ſuch a Recreation be Jawful, but T am ſure it i; 
not unlawſul'to let it alone; therefore to prevent 
the After-reckonings of Conſcience, I will not 
meddle with it, but this will not reach all Caſes; 
therefore, 1 | 


2. Bring the Caſe to a Point, wherein the 
Streſs of your Doubt lies; but be ſure it be a Caſe 
of Conſcience, (not of Intereſt, or Prejudice) ſuch 
as you are unreſervedly willing to be reſolved in, 
that you can in Prayer (as it were) bring Gop a 
Blank to write what He pleaſeth. And (2.) Pare 
off all thoſe Demurs, wk carnal Reaſonings which 

puzzle, but can never ſatisfy you. _ Theſe 
Things premiſed, (3.) Write down your Caſe as 
nakedly as you can, with the Grounds of your He- 
ſitation: In your Writing, make two Columns; 
on the one Side write thoſe Reaſons you judge 
cogent [for] on the other Side, the Reaſons you 
judge of Moment [againſt] that whereof you 
doubt: Compare theſe together, and poiſe them 
impartially, you will find that your perplexed 
Thoughts have another Aſpect when written, than 
when floating, and yourſelves: will be able to re- 
ſolve your own Doubts ; but if not, this will ripen 
the Boyl, where it doth not break and heal it, 
you will be ready for Advice. 5 
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Ix your conſulting of others, doit with Expreſ- 
fions equivalent to thoſe of the Fews to Feremy, 
but with more ſincere Affections] Fer. xlii. 2.— 
ray for us unto. the LoRD thy Gon. —Perſe 3. 
That the LokD thy Gon may few us the Way 
wherein we may walk, and the Thing that we may 
40.—Verſe 5. The Lord be @ true and faithful 
Witneſs between us, if we do not, according to all 
Things, for the which the Lok thy Gon Roall ſend 
thee to us, —Verſe 6. Whether it be Good, or whe- 
ther it be Evil, (i. e. ſeem it never fo diſadvanta- 
gious or dangerous to us) we will obey the Voice e 
the LoRD our Gon, to whom we ſend thee, that it 
may be well with us, when we obey the Voice of the 
Lord our Gov. | | 


Ir you cannot out of theſe collect a ſatisfying 
Reſolution, (yet the Caſe will be brought into a 
narrower Compaſs) be unwearied therefore to fake 
the ſame Courſe again, apply yourſelves to the 
ſame Perſons, or others; [one] Caſe thus thoroughly 
reſolved, will be hngulary uſeful for the ſcattering 
of all future Doubts in all other Caſes: And though 
this may prove a Buſineſs of Time, yet ſuſpend 
your acting till you are ſatisfied: Though the Duty 
in queſtion be of greateſt Moment, yet while you 
can approve your Hearr unto God, that it is nei- 
ther phe of Sin nor Eaſe, it is neither ſlightin 
of Chrift nor Duty, but a reſtleſs Toquilitivenels 
to know God's Mind in. the Caſe, your Suſpence 
(at the worſt) will be reckoned among your In- 

mities, and be compaſſionately overlooked. To 
conclude this, whereto ye have already attained, 
walk by Rule exattly; and if in any Thing you be doubt- 
fully minded, Gop ſhall reveal even this unto you. 


V. A ScxvevLovs Conſcience, is that which 
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doth determine a Thing to be lawful, yet ſcarcely 
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to be done, leſt it ſhould be unlawful. There is 
ſome Anxiety, Reluctancy, and Fear in the De- 
termination. A Scruple in | the Mind is as Gravel 
in the Shoe, it vexeth the Conſcience, as that 
hurts the Foot. A 15 is a hovering Kind of 


Fearfulneſs, ariſing from light Arguments that hin- 
der or diſturb the Soul in Ferformances of Duties. 


Tu Difference between a doubting Conſcience 
and a ſcrupulous Conſcience, is his. A doubtin 
Conſcience, aſſents to neither Part of the Quet 
tion; a ſcrupulous Conſcience ae but with 
ſome Vexation. 
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I $HALL dis Inn two Cauſes (forbearing to 
mention our Ignorance and Pride) which have a 
great Influence upon all Kind of Error, mm 
and Scruples. 


1. Tn firſt Cauſe of Scrupulouſnels i is natural, 
wiz. a cold Complexion, which is always timor- 
ous; thoſe that are phlegmatick and ne 
are naturally fearful, 


2. The ſecond and the chief Cauſe is Tempta- 
tions. Satan, if he cannot keep the Heart a ſecure 
Priſoners will do his utmoſt to overwhelm it with 
Fears and Jealouſies, and Suits his Temptations 
to our Temper. He doth not tempt the Riotous 
with Rewards, nor the Paſſionate to Fearfulneſs; 
he doth not tempt the Melancholly to Security, 
nor the Phlegmatick to great Atchievements. 


1. Tux firſt Remedy I ſhall commend to you, 
is this, viz. Be noe diſcouraged with your Scruples: 
But keep off from the other . alſo; do 
not indulge them; they tend to much ſpiritual 
Damage: "They (.) are Occaſions of Sin. 8 4 

/ 
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is W They render the Ways s Gop more ftrait, hor- 
> W rid, and op The, ) They retard the Work 
el of Grace. l (Fader hearfulneſs in the 
u Service 50 They W the Spirit. 
f 2 They unfit us Duty. Theſe may all 
1 ve for Arguments to ſtrive againf them : But 
s. W yet, be not diſcouraged, for Gop is pleaſed thr 


over-powering Grace to make Uſe of them, 

1.) To ior Mortification. IS To reſtrain 
us from worldly Vanities. M3] 70 To abate Pride. 
(4:) To make us more wat To make 
us more ſpiritual. (6.) To (little 15 dag ory 
us to live more upon Chrift: Yet. | 


— 150009 


2. Do what poſſibly you can to get rid of your 
Scruples: But if you cannot get rid of them, act 
againſt them. It is not only lawful, but neceſſa 
to go againſt a ſcrupulous Conkcienca, or you will 
never have either Grace or Peace. Should a 
Chriſtian forbear praying, or receiving the Sacra- 
ment, every Time his £ rupulous Conſcience tells 
him he had better wholly omit the Duty, than 
perform it in ſuch a Manner, he would ſoon find, 
to his Sorrow, the Miſchief of his Scruples ; but 
Grace will not leave him to his ſcrupulous Hu- 
mour. Be reſolute therefore, and tell the Devil, 
that as you do not perform your Duty at his 
Command, fo neither will you omit it as his Bid- 
ding. Do by religious Duties, as they that are 
afraid, to go by Water, or to go over a narrow 
Bridge, they ceaſe to fear when they have gone 
often over: So by the Performance of Duties, your 
(crupulous Fears will vaniſh. Act againſt your 
1 {a 1.) Poſitively, by diſputing em down, 

oppoling their Reaſons. (2.) Negatively, by 
lighting of Ko m, and not hearkning to them. In 


bort, in all neceſſary known Duties; * 
| What 
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what you can, when you can't do what ou 
what. you can, when, you. cax't do what 3 


VI. Taz Trembling Conſcience is that which 
is diſquieted, and diftreffed with the (apprehended) 
Hazard of the Soul's Condition, that doth nothing 
but accuſe, and condemn, and afright the Soul. 
This, of any, needs leaſt En ment, for every 
one that feels it, is rhetorical enough in expreſſing 
it. | wk 


There is a twin Cauſe of a Trembling Conſci. 
ence, viz. Senſe of Sin, and Fear of Wrath. Ne- 
ver Sin like mine! never Heart like mine! never 
Caſe like mine] Such are the conſtant Complaints 
of a troubled Spirit. 


For the Cure, I can give but Hints. Never 
keep the Devil's Counſel. Break through all 
carnal Reaſonings, to acquaint yourſelves with 
ſome faithful ſpiritual ' Phyſician, or experienced 
Chriſtian, that may ſhew you the Methods of 
Divine Grace, and what others have ſucceſsfully 
done that have been juſt in your Condition. This 
premiſed, re oh 


1. NoTwITHSTANDING {yea in the Midſt of) 
your ſaddeſt Complaints, bleſs Gop for an 2 
wakened Conſcience, while there is Hope of Cure, 
It is a good Rule, be not too quick in adminiſter- 
ing Comforts; but we cannot be too quick in pro- 
voking to Thankfulneſs. If you can at preſent be 
thankful that you are out of Hell, you ſhall ere 
long be thankful for Aſſurance of Heaven. This 
Rule may ſeem ſtrange, but (upon Experience) 
its Practice will difcover its Excellency, + 
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* 2. Ops ERV E, it is Gop's uſual Method to bring 


the Soul through theſe Perplexities to the moſt ſolid 


4 Wl ſpiritual Peace. Augu/line excellently expreſſeth 
his ſpiritual Conflict, how Gop followed him with 


0 ſevere Mercy, till he made him inſtant 3 
4 


Hennes. Gon kept him crembling, that 
might leave dallying. Believe it Chriſtian, Gon 

| is now ſtoring thee with Experiences, which will 

se a uſeful Treaſury throughout thy Life. There- 


ſ Cre, 


3. Do but hold on in the vigorous Uſe of all 
Means of Grace, and reckon Gop's keeping thee 
from turning thy Back upon his „ when 
thou haſt no Comfort in them, for Evidences, 
that the Spirit is at Work in thy Heart; and for 
Pledges, that he will perſect his own Work, e. g. 
Count thy growing Importunity in Prayer, (or 
ſorrowful Complaint for the Want of it) a graci- 
ous Anſwer of that Prayer, which thou thinkeſt 
is diſregarded. Count thy Watching for a Word to 
direct and ſupport thee, a notable Efficacy of that 
Word, which thou counteſt doth the no Good, 
Count thy reſtleſs Diſſatisfaction with every Thing 
on this Side Gon, to be a Token from Gon, 
that He will be thy ſatisfying Portion; and in the. 
Interim, aſk thoſe well grown Chriſtians that are 
now in the ſpiritually-ſenſible Embraces of Divine 
Love, whether they are not glad that Gop for- 
merly took that Courſe with them, which He 
now takes with thee, to bring them to theſe Joys. 
Be encouraged therefore; though thou haſt a ſor- 
8 Seed- Time, thou ſhalt have a joyful 

arveſt. 3 | 
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ence that are either evil or troubleſome, and how 


to cure them. I now come to thoſe defirablſe 
Kinds 


Tavs having ſpoken of thoſe Kinds of Conſci- 
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Kinds of Conſcience, that next to Deity and hes. 
venly Glory, admit no Hyperbole in their Com- 
mendation, viz. the good honeſt Conſcience, and 
the good peaceable Fenktzerce, and how to ob- 
tain them. | 


VII. Tur Conſcience, is good, in Reſpect of 
its Integrity, which gives a right Judgment of e- 
very Thing, according to the Word of Gop. | 
t, that the Law of Nature binds, Eccleſiaſtical 
ws bind, and Political Laws bind, but the 
Word of Gop is the principal Rule, which pre- 
ciſely binds the Conſcience in Regard of its Au- 
thor 3 There is one Law-giver, who is able to ſar 
and to deſtroy. Fear not them which kill the Boch, 
and are net able to Fill the Soul; but rather fear 
2 which is able to deflrey both Soul and Body in 

e 


VIII. Trar Conſcience is a good peaceable 
Conſcience that excuſeth, abſolveth, and comforteth 
as it ought, that Conſcience that is pacified by 
the Blood of Chriff. But how ſhall we get ſuch 
Conſciences ? Chriſtians, be but perſuaded to 
practiſe theſe Directions, and your Conſcience 
will certainly be right, and ſeaſonably be com- 
fortable. 


I. Taxx Heed of every Sin, count no Sin ſmall 
Screw up * Obedience to every Command t! 
the higheſt. Ferret out every Sin, to the mol 
fecret Corruption. When you have ſet your Watch 
againſt the firſt Riſings of Sin, beware of th: 
Borders of Sin, ſhun the very Appearance of Evi. 
Venture not upon Occaſions or Temptations 1 
Sin; thoſe that dare venture upon Occaſions, 2 
Children upon the Ice, ſhall find there is alway 
Danger, never any Good. Morality itſelf - 
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teach you this Leſſon, to keep clear of Evil, if ever 
you would either be good, or enjoy it; but ſee- 
ing, as on the one Hand, there cannot be Truth 
of Grace, and Truce with Sin, ſo on the other 
Hand, while Grace is imperfect, Sin will have 
(and make us feel it hath) a Being. Therefore, 


II. FoxTHWI1TH ſet upon the healing Duty of 
Repentance, and upon every Slip into Sin ſpeedily 


renew it. O that I could ſnatch you out of your 


State of Impenitency, and perſuade you to daily 
actual Repentance. To thoſe that are reſolved 
to delay their Repentance, I have ſometimes given 
Counſel ſuitable to ſuch Reſolutions, viz.” The 
next Sickneſs that ſeizeth upon pou chide it away, 
tell your. Diſeaſe you cannot have while to be 
ſick; ſay to it as Paul to Felix, Go thy Way for 
this Time, when I have a convenient Seaſon I will 
call for thee, If Death ſummon thee, tell it, you 
will not obey its Summons, you have other Buſi- 
neſs to do than to die; you have Eſtates unſetled, 
and Children unprovided for, and you would re- 
pent too before you die, but you cannot yet have 
while. If this will not ſerve, but die you muſt ; 
charge your Souls before they go out of your Bo- 
dies, not to come near the Prifon of Impenitent 
Perſons,” charge your Friends to lock up your Bo- 
dies ſo ſafe, or bury them ſo deep, that all the 
Angels in Heaven may not be able to drag them 
to Judgement, But alas my Brethren ! do you 
not think this wild Counſel? And well you may. 
Yet unleſs you could do ſomething equivalent to 
this you are mad to defer your Repentance. What, 
cannot I keep Pain from my Body, nor the Uſe 
of Reaſon in my Soul one Minute, and ſhall I 
continue in my Impenitency, that will damn me 
the very Moment of my Death ? I beſeech you 
therefore, for your own Souls Sake, that you may 

not 
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not be guilty of the worſt Self-murder, 5. e. Soul. 
murder, ſpeedily ſet upon Repentance. And thoſe 
of you that have repented, let your Repentance 
dail ſupplant Sin, by taking it by the Heel cer. 
tain to lame it, till 7 can take it by the 
Head utterly to kill it. be very careful never 
to return to Sins repented of. That you may be 
ſerious in both theſe. | 
II. Compose thyſelf to live as under Gop' 
Eye, live as in the (more than) ſenſible Preſence 
the jealous Gop, Remember, all Things ar: 
naked and bare before Him, you cannot deceive 
Him, for He is infinite Wiſdom, youcannot fly from 
Him, for He is every where; you cannot bribe 
Him, for He is Righteouſneſs itſelf. Keep there- 
Fore freſh 1 of Gop in your Thoughts; 
ſpeak, as knowing Gop hears you; walk as know: 
ing Gon is nearer to you than you are to your- 
ſelves. The Lorp is with you, while you are 
with Him, i. e. you ſhall enjoy his favourable 
Preſence, while live in his awful Preſence, 
There is one P/a/m, which it were well if Chri- 
tians would do A as Pythagoras by his golden 
Precepts, 2 orning and Evening repeat it; 
it is David's Appeal of a good Conſcience unto 
Gop, againſt the Calumnies of Men. P/. cxxxix. 
FS. 0 Lomb, Thou haſt ſearched me and known mt, 
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4. d. O Lord, Thou art the Heart-ſearching WM lik 
ob, who perfectly knoweſt all the "Thoughts, D 
Councils, Studies, Endeavours and Actions d L. 
* m ray oe ga mine; Verſe 2. 195 ww 0 
my Dotun-ſitting, and mine Up-rifing, Thou undi: 
fande my T hought afar off, 1 5 Thou knowel Wl Ge 
my Reſt and Motion, and my Thoughts in both. Bi the 

| Verſe 3. Thou compaſſe/? my Path, and my hin ble, 
dewn, and art acquainted with all my Ways, q. «We 
thou fanneſt and winnoweſt me. 7 e. thou di- 2 


cuſſeſt and tryeſt me to the utmoſt. Town 
r 


Univerſal 9 325 
For there is not a Wor my Tongue, but lo, O 
Lok, Thou knowe/ſt it altogether ; g. d. I cannot 
ſpeak a Word, though never ſo ſecret, obſcure, 
or ſubtile, but thou knoweſt, what, and why, 
and with what Mind it was uttered. Verſe 5. Thou 
haſt beſet me behind and before, and laid thine Hand 
»þon me, g. d. Thou keepeſt me within the Com- 
paſs of thy Knowledge, like a Man that will not 
let his Servant out of his Sight. I cannot 


break _ from Thee. Verſe 6. Such Knowledge 


1s too or me, it it high, I cannot attain 
unto it; q. d. The Knowledge of thy great and 
glorious Majeſty and Infiniteneſs, is utterly paſt 
7 human 5 r Of wbi ras 1 Fj ſhall 
go from t wit ? t ll om 
thy | Aero ? 2 hether can I flee a The, 
whoſe Eſſence, Preſence, and Power is every 
where. Verſe 8. If I aſcend up into Heaven, Thou 
art there; if I make my Bed in Hell, bebold Thou 
art there; "There is no Height above Thee, there 
is no Depth below Thee. Verſe 9. If I take the. 
Wings 2 Morning, and dwell in the utmaſt Parts 
of the Sea; If I had Wings to fly as ſwift as the 
ing Light, from the Eaft to the Vet, that 
could in a Moment get to the furtheſt Parts of 
the World. Verfe 10. Even there ſhall thy Hand 
lead me : And thy right Hand ſhall hold me; Thence 
ſhall * Hand lead me back, and hold me faſt 
like a Fugitive, Verſe 11. ay, ſurely the 
Darkneſs jhall cover me : Even the Night ſhall be 
Light about me, Though Darkneſs hinders Man's - 
dight, it doth not Thine. In a Word, look which - 
ay you will, there is no Hiding-Place from 
Gop. Fob xxxiv. 21, 22. For his Eyes are upon 
the Ways of Man, and He ſeeth all his Goings ; 
there is no. Darkneſs nor Shadow of Death, where - 
tbe Workers of Iniquity may hide themſelves. There- 
fore Chriſtians, do nothing but what you are 
Vor. XXXVIII. d willing 


S 
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willing Gop ſhould e Nodes of, and judge 
youtſelves whether this be nat the Way to have 


a good and quiet Conſcience? 


_ - Bs ferious and frequent in the Examination 
of your 


Heart and Life. This is ſo neceſſary to 
the getting and keeping of a right and peaceable 
Conſcience, that it is impo to have either 


without it. There are ſome Duties and — 
like thoſe Parts of the Body, that may ſupply the 
Defect of other Parts; or like fome Drugs in 

fick, which when they cannot be had, ſome of 
the like Nature * But this is like-thoſe, 
the Dead whereof asche elſe can The 
Heathens have —. this Rule. gras 
ives it as a Precept; and Seneca backs. it by the 
le of Sextius, who Night, before: be 
compoſed himſelf to Sleep, afked himſelf, What 
Evil haſt thou this Day healed? What Vice haſt 
thou veſiſted ? Wherein art thou better? O how 
ſweet is that Sleep which. follows ſuch a Recog- 


nition oſ himſelf, who. made à Scru- 
tiny into the Words and Deeds of the whole Day. 
He would neither by, nor hide any Thing 


from himſelf; he ſo ript up his Faults, that he 
would not pardon' them to himſeif, without 2 
Self-charge not to repeat them. Have you gone 
thus far? Certinly, my Brethren, not to out-ſtrip 
them is incxcuſable. It is. a Shame to ſte the 
Carcleſmeſs of moſt, that are better acquainted 
with any Thing than themſelves ; there are ma- 
ny that know-the Hiſtories of a thoufand Years 
— and cannot tell you the Particulars of 
their own Lives; Men well. acquainted with the 
ies of Arts and Nature, but utterly: igno- 
rant of the Secrets of their own Souls. How few 
ings mt my. Megs, and dn Feet nts 
* 1 ** turned my Feet unte 
" —  Toſlimoniesi 


* 
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Teflimonics ? Nay, we have a thouſand Matters 
to think on all the Day long; the Night too, the 
Week, the Year; but who queſtions with his 
own Heart, What am I ? What do I ? How live 
I? Is the Courſe I follow good and lawful ? Is 
that which I omit, my Duty, or not? Is Gop 
my Friend? Am I his What Hope have I of 
Heaven? Say, I die To-morrow, 'To-day, this 
very Hour, where is my Affurance I ſhall befaved? 
What Apology can I make againſt the Accuſations 
of Satan and my Conſcience ? Will Chrift wy 
Advocate, when! ſhall ſtand in Jud 2 

in Grace, or do decay? Am 
Year dan | was the fiſt? hat Sins have I con- 

now, that held me in Combat then ? What 
races have I obtained now, that I had not then? 
Chriſtians, do you do thus ? If you do, that is 
not enough, unleſs you do it frequently, daily. 
Every Evening ere you fleep, review your Car- 
nage in the Day, what you have done, or ſpoken, 
or thought, that is but fo much as indecent ; he · 
= your Hearts have been intent upon Religion, 
and indifferent to the World. Briefly, have ſpe- 
cial Care of two Portions of your Time, viz. 
Morning and Evening; the Mor to fore- 
think what ought to be done, and the Evening ta 
examine whether you have done what you ought. - 


V. Bs much in „in all Manner of 
Prayer; but eſpecially in ſecret Prayer. Do not 
nonſuit yourſelves by the Love of Sin, and you 
ſhall — be heard when you pray for Grace: 
Believe it, Chriſtian, i it is not thine inevitable 
Weakneſs, nor thy ſenſible Dulneſs, nor thy la- 
mented Rovings, nor thy oppoſed Diſtractions; it 
i not any, nor all theſe can ſhut out thy Prayers, 
# thou doſt not regard in thy Heart : 

beet by encouraged, it is the Voice of your 
Ddz2 Beloved 
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Beloved that ſaith, Yerily, verily, I ſay unte you, 
whatſoever you ſhall aſk the Father in my Name, Ht | 
will give it you. Hitherto have ye aſked Nothing (to 
what you might aſk) in my Name: Aſe and ye ſhall | 


receive, that your Foy may be full. 


VI. Leer every Action have Reference to your 
whole, Liſe, and not to a Part only; propoſe ſome 
End t& yourſelves in every Thing, and let all your 
Jeſſer and ſubordinate Ends be plainly reducilih to 
the great End of your Living. The Emphaſis of 
the Apoſtle's Exhortation is very great, —_— 
thyſelf unto Godlineſs, 9g. d, Be as diligent in Reli- 
gion, as thou wouldſt have thy Children that 
to School be in Learning : Or thus ; let thy whole 
Life be a Preparation for Heaven, like the Wreſt- 
Jers or Combatants Preparation for Victory: Or 
thus, ſtrip thyſelf of all Incumbrances, that thou 
mayſt attend unto Piety : Pleaſures may ſooth thee 
for a while, but they have an Heart-aching Fare- 
well, Thou mayſt call thy Riches G but 
within a few Days what Good will they do thee? 
Men may flatter thee for thy Greatneſs, but with 
Gop thy Account will be the greater. Therefore 
always mind that, which will always be Ad- 
vantage. 


VII. Live more upon Chri/? than upon inhe- 
rent Grace. Do not venture upon Sin, becauſe 
Cbriſ hath purchaſed a Pardon; that is a moſt 
horrible and impious Abuſe of Chrift : For this 
very Reafon there was no Sacrifice under the Law 
for any wilful Wickedneſs, leſt People might 
think they knew the Price of Sins, as thoſe do 
that truck with Popiſh Indulgencies and Pardons. 
But that none may be overwhelmed with the Senſe 
of their Unworthineſs, be it known 'to — We 
have an Advocate with the Father, Jeſus Chriſt i! 
| Righteous ; 
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Righteous ; and out Salvation is better, ſafer, more 
for God's Glory, and our Comfort, in his Hand 
than in ours, hay * 


VIII. Bx every Way Nothing in your own 
Eyes; it is the hamble that . exceed- 
ingly, and alas what have we to be proud of? 
Look we either at our Conſtitution, or Converſa- 
oy our Conception ſinful, our Birth penal, our 
Liſè toilſome, and our Death we know not what; 
but alf this is nothing to the State of our Soul. A 
Stoick could give this Rule, If any one tell you 
of another ſpeaking Evil of thee, do not excuſe 
thyſelf, but fay, he did not know me, or elſe he 
would have ſpoken worſe. A Convert, when he 
once comes to be ſenfible of Sin, ſees more Cauſe 
to be weary of his fe, than proud of his Graces. 
To rife and fall; to ſee others outrun us that ſet 
out after us; to recover that Time for Commu- 
nion with Gop, which we trifle away in unob- 
ſerved Impertinencies; ſurely for ſuch Perſons to 
be low and vile in their own Eyes, deſerves not 
to be called Humility, tho* the Contrary be worſe 
than deviliſh Pride. Be perſuaded therefore to 
believe of yourſelves Agur*'s Words of himſelf, 
Prev. xxx. 2. Surely I am more brutiſh than any 
Man, &c. 9. d. I do not make Uſe of my Reaſon 3 
Verſe 3. 1 — not the Knowledge of the Holy, g. d. 
my Knowledge of holy Myſteries is very little; in 
Compariſon; of my Nane, nothing. Be as 
willing that others ſhould ſpeak III of you, as you 
are to ſpeak III of yourſelves ; and be as unwilling 
that others ſhould commend you, as you are to 
commend yourſelves. | 


IX. Ex ER TAI good Thoughts of Go what- 


you, whatever He lays upon you. We never ar- 
Dd 3 rive 
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rive to any conſiderable Holineſs, or Peace, ill 
we loſe ourſelves in Deity, 'till our Underſtand- 
ings be filled with Admiration, 'till our Wills be 
in a ſober Senſe divine; till all our Affections be, 
in a ſpiritual Senſe, tranſported. When we can 
at once unriddle God's Methods of Grace, and 
make good Conſtructions of Gop's Methods of 
Providence, making a ſpiritual Improvement” of 
both, then we are not far from being unive 105. 
and exadly conſciencious. There is one 

yet wanting, and that is implied in this, ny : 
muſt be expreſſed alſo. 


X. Do all you do out If Love to Gop. Spi. 
ritual Love - ſickneſs is the Soul's healthfulleſt Con- 
ſtitution. When Love to Gop is both Cauſe, 
Means, Motive and End ofgall our Activity in 
the Buſineſs of Religion, then the Soul is up- 
on the Wing — its Reſt: Then is our N 
to other Things regular, when the alone Good- 
neſs of Gop moves us to love them; as the alone 
Reſpect to Health makes me uſe "Ph yſick, the 
Means hath no proper Goodneſs diſtin from the 
Goodneſs of the End ; thoſe Means which were 
profitable, tho' they remain unchanged in them- 
ſelves, yet they become unprofitable by the alone 

of the End; e. g. Health being recovered 
Phyſick is unprofitable, 8 while we were in- 
firm was profitable ; ſo we are not to love any 
Means without Relation to the End, becauſe it 
is contrary to the Purity of that Love which we 
owe to Gop, for we ought ſo to love Gop, that 
with Him, or under Him we love nothing elſe, 
but all Things only in Him, becauſe otherwiſe we 
do not love Him with our whole Heart. „g. In 
Mens loving their Wives, and Wives their Hul- 


a. their Parents, it a rare * to love all theſe 
in 


bands ; in Parents loving their Children, and Chil- 
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in God; that is, to advance our Love to Gop 
by them, and ſo far as any of them draw off our 
Love to Gop, to ſay to them, as Chriſ to Peter, 
Get thee behind Me, Satan, thou art an Offence unto 


Lovs is extended to Good; the more 
therefore any Thing is, the more it is to be be- 
loved: But Thou 8 my Gop (faith Brad - 
wardine) art the Good of every Good, Good above all 
Things that are good, a Good moſt infinitely infinite: 
Heu much therefore ſhould I rationally love T hee ? 
Shoulg,, not my Love be proportionably infinite? I 
wo could fo love Thee ; but how ſhall I that am 
fo very little and finite, love Thee infinitely ! And 
jet without fo loving Thee, how will there be kept 
any due Proportion in eving Thee, who doft infinitely 
exceed all other lovely Things I ought to love Thee 
infinitely as to the Manner, tho" I cannot as to the 

a of my Love : i. e. I ought to love Thee finally for 
Thy/elf ; and may love Thee a! pr Sort infinitely, as 
to the Att, both intenſively and - extenſruely ; in ſome 
Sort intenſively, i. e. mare intenſely, more firmly, 
more ſtrongly than any finite Good, becauſe I love 
them but for Thee. In ſome Sort extenſroely, by com- 
paring all Things, how many, or how great ſoever 
with Thee, and loving Thee before all, and above all, 
that I had rather all Things in the World, and my- 
ſelf too to have no Being, than once to offend Thee. 
But, Lonxp, Thou leveft thy Friends in an unſpeak- 
able Manner more than they can love Thee, O there- 
fire Thou great Lok, Thou great Good, that fillet 
Heaven and Earth, why deft Thou not fill my very 
little Soul ? O my Soul that art fo little, ſo miſerable, 
why doft thou not open all thy little Doors ? deft 
thou not extend thy utmoſ? Capacity, that thou may/t 
be wholly poſfſefl, wholly . ſatiated, wholly raviſhed 
wich the Sweetneſs of ſo great Love ; eſpecially, ſce- 
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ing then art ſo very little, yet nothing Iſs will 

sf 0 Low my moſt ts 8455 7 20 
etually draw out ny Lin 
te Thee, confidering what Prevention of Love, what 
good Things I recerve from Thee, infinite in Great, 

infinite in Multitude : It is a Wonder that 

il, F tu 0c be id 
pf Love, wholly turned into Love : T fe, 
* it is "tafier to ſpeak theſe Things, and to write 


them, than ts do them. Thou thorefore, kf + 


and moft powerful Lord, to whom not hi 
cult, give I be efeech Thee, that I may more 2245 
A gs 2 7 Heart, than utter them 

beſeech Thee, thy moſt 2 
Hand, ad rnb, me, oof nothing may br more eaſy, 
nothing more Type nothing mere delightful, t 


| 

{ 

\ 

. 

mol ee, ont moſt fad bare ts fulfil d 
0 0 

t 


b I ſpeak *. loving of Thee. Loxp give n- 
Leave a little to . above my Hie, and 1 
plead tuith Thee about thy 72 Cadel. Hu- 
„ e "to a poor, 
wanting, begging Friend; O — ore, moſt liberal 
Loren, help me that I may love Thee. Chriſtians, 
it is worth your While to make it your Buſineſs 
to climb up to this: This you will find to be a 
compleating Rule, an effectual Means, and a fin- 
gular Exerciſe of exact and conſciencious Walk- 


= 4 


T $Harr briefly name two Arguments or Mo- 
tives, to perſuade the Uſe of theſe Directions. 


1 You cannot poſſibly A of RS Gal 
ence, therefore be germs 
There is nothing mote — than "for icke 
Men to do what they can to extinguiſh Conſci- 
ence : They flatter it with carnal Reaſoning, th 
bribe it with mock Devotions, they wound it wi 
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heinous Provocations, they ſear it with cuſtomary . 
Wickedneſs, they trample it under Foot by Sin - 
ning in Deſpight of it; they fun away from it, 
and will not endure to hear it, by Diveritons ; and 

et they can ſooner turn their Souls out of their 
Bodies: than Conſcience out of their Souls ; yea, 
amongſt all theſe Indignities, it doth but watch 
its Opportunity, when it will heard, when it 
will make that which was dotte perhaps forty 
Years ago, as if it had been but Yeſterday. What 
ails the great Emperors of the World, that cauſe 
their Terror in the Land of the Living, what ails 
them to tremble with inward Conviction? Is it a 
vain Fear? Why then do they not ſhake it off? 
Is it the Fear of Men? No, they are above hu- 
man Puniſhments : Is it the Fear of Shame? No, 
the Sin perhaps was ſecret. What is the Matter ? 
O, they are haunted by the Fury of their own 
Conſciences. Would wicked Men but tell what 
they ſometimes feels, even then when they out- 
face a miniſterial or friendly Reproof, there would 
need no more to be ſaid to evidence, that a Con- 
ſcience you will have, which will firſt or laſt do 
its Office, . 


2. YouR own Conſcience will be your beſt 
Friend, or your greateſt Enemy (of a, #5 ang 
unto Eternity. There is no greater Riches, no 
. Pleaſure, no greater Safety than a good 

nſcience. Let the Preſſures of the Body, the 
Hurry of the World, the Affrightments of Satan 
de never ſo great, they cannot reach the Conſci- 


ence. A good Conſcience ſingularly chears the 


dying Body, joyfully accompanies unto Gop the 
9 NT RS ly preſents both Soul 
Tribunal; There is 
no more profitable Means, nor furer Teſtimony, 
nor eminent Conveyor of eternal Happineſs 1 
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good Conſcience, And on the Contrary, there i 
no Torment than an evil Conſcience; 
cho its gentler Checks may be diſregarded, its 
louder Clamours will make you tremble. O, 
Sirs, what will you do, when Conſcience ſhall 
8 . ur Abuſe ee Incor. 
Tigibleneſs under ſudgments, empt of Chrif, 
and Hatred of inefs? You cannot now a 
to hear what ience hath to fay ; how wil 
— endure it unto Eternity ? If one that killed 

is own Father, could not, in ſome Hp 
Account, be more cruelly puniſhed, than by be- 
ing compelled to behold the murdered Body for 
three Days, what a Torment will it be to be 
forced to behold every Sin, with every Apgrava- 
tion to Eternity? Here in bodily Sickneſs there 
are ſome Intervals to revive the Spirits; but here- 
after there will not be a Moment's Intermiſſion of 
unex Horror to Eternity. The Conſcience 
ſhall roar under infinite Wrath, arid the Sinnet 
ſhalt de kept from Annihilation under it by infinite. 


Tnus I have in a weak Manner performed my 
king to ſeveral Kinds of Conſci- 
ences, with Remedies and Rules, which laid to- 
gether, will, I think, amount to ſufficient Inſtruc- 
tions, Zloro tue may be univerſally and exaZtly cin. 
fſeientions, vin. 1. Get your Conſciences awaken- 
ed from their natural Lethargy. 2. Preſerve them 
tender from acquired Searedneſs. 3. Rectify theit 
Errors as you would get cured of Blindneſs. 4- 
Reſolve their Doubts as you would a Claim to 
r Lands. F. Break from your Scruples as from 
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punctually as you would Phyficians Bills in a tedi- 
ous Sickneſs. 1. Avoid Sinning as you would a 
Train of Gunpowder. 2. Be as quick in your 
Repentance as in the Cure of a Pluriſy. 3. Live 
under the apprehended Preſence of the jealous 
God, 4. Examine your Hearts, as Princes fift- 
out Treaſon. 5. for ſuitable Grace, as ftary- 
ing Perſons cry for Food. 6. Let every Action 
be as at Arrow ſhot at a Mark. 1 hink of 
God as of a wife Phyſician. 8. Be as vile in 
your own. Eſteem, as 2 in the Eyes of a 
captious 1 9. Live upon Chrif, as the 
Child in the Womb lives upon the Mother. 10. 
Love Gop (as near as poſſibly you can) as Go 
loves you. 


Bur if theſe Rules, though thus contracted, be 
too many; and too long to be always remember'd, 
that you not be over-charged with that which 
ſhould never be forgotten, I ſhall commend to 
you ſome (ſpiritually) ical Extractions, and 
(if I might fo expreſs it) Spirits of Directions, that 
may be to your Souls in your Pilgimage towards 
Heaven, as your Ship- Proviſions in a Sea -V 1 
generally ſufficient, when others cannot be had. 
Plainly practiſe theſe Memorials of Direction in 0 
all your conſciencious Walking. | i 


I, ConsvL.T Duty, not Events. There is no- 
thing in the World for us to do, but to mind our 
Duty, Curious Speculations. that tend not to Ho- 
neſs, may be reckoned among your Superffuities 
ut miſgiving Predictions of what may or will be- 
al you in the Diſcharge of your Duty, may be 
eckoned among your groſſer Iniquities; and to 
enture upon Sin to avoid „is to fink the 
dhip for Fear of Pyrates, and muſt be reckoned 
mongſt your greateſt-Follies, your worſt of Ny 
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Is not their Reaſon (queſtionleſs their Conſcience 
is) dangerouſly diſtempered, that practically argue, 
this Way of Duty may probably procure Man's 
Diſpleaſure, and therefore to prevent that, I will 
take the Courſe which will certainly procure 
Gop's Diſpleaſure ? Beſides, By-ways will not 
lead you to the Place you aim at; but on the 
Contrary, keep your Conſciences free from being 
violated, and you cannot be miſerable. _ O how 
calm and quiet, as well as holy and heaveniy 
would our Lives be, had we learnt but this ſingle 
Leſſon; to be careful — | but to know 
and do our Duty, and leave all Effects, Conſe- 
quences, and Events to Gop ! The Truth is, it 
is a daring Boldneſs for filly Duſt to preſcribe to 
infinite Wiſdom, and to let our Work, to 
meddle with Gop's : He hath managed the Con- 
cernments of the World, and of every individual 
Perſon in it, without giving Occaſion ,to any one 
to complain, for above theſe five th d Years; 
and doth He now need your Counſel ? Therefore 
let it be your only Buſineſs to mind Duty, But 
2 I mind my Duty? Take a ſecond Me- 
morial. 


II. Wnar Advice you would give to another, 


take yourſelves. The worſt of Men are apt enough 


to lay Burdens on other Mens Shoulders, which it 
they would take upon their own, they would bc 


rare Chriſtians. e. g. The very Outcry of thoſe 


that revile Godlineſs, who deal by the Miſcar- 


riages of Profeſſors, as the Levite by his Concu- 


bine, quarter them and divulge them; even they 
expect that thoſe which make a ſtrict Profeſſion 
of Religion, ſhould be beyond Exception blame- 
leſs; and they [even he ſcorn thoſe that make 
any Deſection from their profeſſed Strictneſs. And 


on the other Side, thoſe that are holy, — 8 
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pect, that even graceleſs Perſons ſhould bear Re- 
proof, receive Inſtruction, and change the Courſe 
of their Lives. In middle Caſes then, between 
theſe Extremes, what Exactneſs will ſerious Chri- 


> 
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— 
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ans require, where the Byas of their own Cor- 

ö  ruptions doth not miſguide them? Wherein this 

g Rule is too ſhort, add a third. Hh 

im. Do Nothing on which cannot-pray for 

y a Bleſſing. Where Prayer * lead, . 

tance muſt follow; and it is a deſperate Adven- 

dre to fin upon the Hopes of Repentance. Eve 

4 Action {and Ceffation too) of a Chriſtian that 

4 ood, and not to be refuſed, is ſanctified by the 
Word and Prayer. It becomes not a Chriſtian to 


do any Thing ſo trivial, that he cannot pray over 
i, and if he would but beſtow a ſerious ejacula- 
e WW tory Prayer upon every occurrent Action, he would 
find, thatſuch a Prayer would cut off all "Things 
finful, demur all Things doubtful, and encourage 
all Things lawful. etefore do nothing but 
what you can preface with Prayer. But theſe 
Rules are all defective, I will therefore cloſe with 
an Example that is infinitely above Defects. v. 


0 IV. Tux, and ſpeak, and do what you ate 
F perſuaded Chi Himfelf would do in your Caſe, 
ve were He upon the Earth. The Heathens propoſed 
unto themſelves the beſt Examples they had, and 
therefore let us follow the of ours. There 
are many rare Examples in Scripture ; but we 
may ſay of them, as it is faid of moſt of David's 
WW \Vorthies, whoſe higheſt Commendation was 
with this Diminution, they attained not unto the 
e Ii three. I propoſe therefore now neither great 
dor ſmall, but the King of Saints: It becomes a 
WH Chriſtian rather to be an Example, than to fol- 
ab one: But by imitating of Chrift, you will 
Vor. XXXVIII. E 0 come 


„ 
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come as near as it is poſſible to the firſt three, for 
ur F ellowſhip ſhall be with the Father, and with 
's Son | Jeſus Chriſt, thro” the Spirit of Holineſs, 
who alone can teach you what it is to abide in 
Chri/t, who was, and is, and ever will be our 
abſolute Copy. O Chriſtians ! how did Chrif 
pray, and redeem Time for Prayer? How did 
Chrift preach, out of whoſe Mouth proceeded no 
other but gracious Words, that his Enemies could 
not but admire Him ? At what Rate did Chriſ 
value the World? What Time did Chrift ſpend 


in impertinent Diſcourſe, who made their Heart: 


burn within them, whom He occaſionally fell in 
Company with? How did Chr:/? go up and down 
doing Good to Man, and always thoſe Things 
that were pleaſing to Gop ? Beloved, I commend 


to you theſe four Memorials, to be as ſo many 


ſcarlet Threads upon every Finger of the Right: 
hand one, that you may never put forth your 
Hand to Action, but theſe Memorials may be in 
r Eye. 1. Mind Duty. 2. What is another 

in your Caſe is yours. 3. What you can't 


Cay, the Blefling of the Loxp be upon it, do not 
_- meddle with. 
Chriſtian Name (the Name of a Chriſtian) as for- 


ut above all, as ſoon forget your 


get to eye Chriff; and whatever Entertainment 
you meet with from the profane World, remem- 
ee your Exemplar, and follow his Steps; who did 
no Sin, neither was Guile found in his. Mouth; wh 


"Then He was reviled, reviled not again; when H 
fuffered, He threatned not ; but committed Hine 


to Him that judgeth righteouſh. 
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How Miniſters or Cbriſtian Friends may, 
and ought to apply tbemſelves to fick 
Perſons, for their Good, and the Diſ- 
charge of their own Conſcience? _ 


Jos xxxiii. 23, 24- 


If there be a Meſſenger with him, an Int eter, 
ane among a thouſand, to ſbetu unto Man- his Up- 
rightneſs : Then he is gracious unto him, and ſaith, 


Deliver him from 


going down into the Pit, I have 


found a Ranſom. 
HESE Words are Part of Elibu's Diſcourſe 
uttered by Way of Reprehenſion and Con- 
viction to Jab, and by Way of Vindica- 

tion and Apology for God in his Dealings with 
Men and although he premiſeth this, that GoD 
giveth no Account of his Matters, Verſe 13. yet 
he doth give an Account for Gop, and makes a 
a Defence, or gives a Rationale of Gop's Pro- 
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ceedings with Men; where he ſhews, that it is not 
Man's Torment or Ruin that Gop deſires, but his 
Reformation: And that it may appear how fin; 
cerely and fervently he defires it, he ſhews that 
there are ſeveral Ways which Gop uſeth, which 
are moſt likely to produce it. 


1. He ſpeaks to Men in Dreams, Verſe 15, &. 


4 2 Wu a that will not do, by Afflictiom, Verk 
I9, &c. 


3. To make thoſe Affi ions more intelligidls 
and more eſſectual, He ſends a Meſſenger. Th 
is the Buſineſs of the Text; wherein you may ob- 
ſerve two Parts. 


(1.) A Surrostriox, Verſe 23. If there ea 
Meſſenger with him, an Interpreter. 


| (24) A PosrTION, Verſe 24. Then He is gre 


Liens to bim. 


Taz Words may be called, the. ſick Man! 
Cordial, or his Reſtoratiye; wherein you may ob- 
ſerve, 1. The Patient, expreſſed in the Word hin 
2. The Diſeaſe, his Danger and Miſery—be it g. 
ing down ia the Pit. 3. The Phyſician, who 
deſcribed, 1. By his Office, a Meſſenger. 2. N 
his Work, an Interpreter. 3. A rare Man, 2 
« thouſand —multis & millibus wnus. 4. The Phyſic 
t6hew unte a Man bis Uprightneſs. 5. Phe Cure, 
then He is gracious. 


a Meſſenger} an Angel, i. . by Office, 50 
by Nature, for ſo the Word is oft uſed in Scripture; 
and ſo it is moſt fitly underſtood here, both becau# 
Gov did then, and till doth 3 
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Miniſtry of Men rather than Angels, in counſelling 
and comforting afflicted Men; and becauſe he is 
called one of a thouſand, a Phraſe which implies, 
as his Excellency and Fitneſs for that Work, fo the 
Inſufficiency of molt of the ſame Kind for it; which 
muſt not be charged upon the meaneſt of God's 
elet Angels. | | 


An Interpreter] viz. of the Mind and Will of Gop: 
Chriſt is the great Interpreter, John i. 18. but when 
He aſcended on high gave forth this Gift, and left 
us Interpreters in his Stead, Eph. iv. 11, &c. 


To ſhew unto a Man his Righteouſneſs] i. e. Man's 
own Righteouſneſs ; for it is the Sin and Unrigh- 
teouſneſs of a Man which cauſeth his Diſeaſe, and 
the Senſe of that Sin which makes his Diſeaſe bitter 
and formidable: Sin is the Sting of every Affliction. 
Now all Cures are wrought by Contraries ; when 
therefore a faithful Meſſenger or Miniſter of Chris 
having made the ſick Man ſenſible of his Sin, and 
aſterwards of the Pardon of it, and when he comes. 
to diſcover to him his Righteouſneſs, Uprightneſs, 
Holineſs, then GoD is gracious ; although it is not _ 
impoſſible. that here may be a Reference to Chri/f's. 
Righteouſneſs alſo. | 


Then He (i. e. Gop) is gracious] Gop is always 
gracious in Himſelf, in his own Nature; but He is 
gracious to none, but in his own Way, and upon 
his own Terms. Gop is not gracious to unrigh- 
teous and unholy Perſons; but When Men return 
from their Sins, GoD is gracious, and ſaith, Deli- 
ver him He faith ſo to his Miniſter, He gives him 
Commiſſion to deliver him, i. e. to declare him to. 
de delivered. FN 
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I have found a Ranſom} I have received Satif 
faction, 1. c. in the Death of my Son, which was 
4 Ranſom ſatis for the Sins of his People 
And farther, it is by Virtue of this Ranſom that 
Gon's People ate delivered, not only from Hell, 
but e; other Miſeries. And well faith Goy, 
I bave found a Ranſom; for it is beyond the Wit 
of Men or Angels to find out ſuch an admirable 
Way for Man's Salvation. Thus you have had the 
Coherence, Diviſion, and Senſe of the Words. 


THERE-are ſeveral Doctrines which theſe Words 
would afford, but I ſhall only ſpeak of one. 


* OW ſeaſonable Inſtruction of ſick —— 
a Work as of Advantage, fo of Ski 
and Difficulty. 227 1 * 


* Firſt, Tnar it is a Work of great Advantage. 
It is a common Miſtake of many Perſons, that 
Sick-Bed Applications are in a Manner uſelefs : lt 

be a Di which the Devil pro- 

to Miniſters or others, to make them negleR 

this Work, or to be formal in it; eſpecially when 
the Perſons are ignorant and prophane, the Devil 
may ſuggeſt theInvalidity of a Sick-Bed Repentance, 
the Cuſtomarineſs and Hypocriſy of Sick-Bed De- 
fires. Now to obviate ſuch Suggeſtions, conſider, 


1. TraT the Inſtruction of ſick Perſons i 
God's Inſtitutiom: So you fee in the Lext—4 
Meſſenger, i. e. one fent of Gop for this 2 
Now Gop's Inſtitutions are not in vain: Every 
Iuſtitution of Gon carries a Promiſe in its Bowe!s 

to him that doth-rightly uſe it: Minifters or Chr 
ſtian Friends may go about it with much Comfort, 
for it is God's Work; it is one of thoſe Ways (a 


you ſee in the Chapter) which Gop ordained te 
reclaim 
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reclaim Sinners; and when you attempt it, your 
may expect Gos Concurrence. You may pray 
in Paith for God's Aſſiſtance in his Ordinance. - _ 


2. Gop's M may be offered even to lan- 
guiſhing Perſons: It is true, it muſt be done cau- 
tiouſly ; but it may be done. Gon doth tender 
his Mercy, and we muft not limit where Gop 
limits not. Minifters may ſafely follow  Gop's 

And tho ſuch Men only come to Go 
as driven by Neceſſity; yet Gor is fo gracious, 
that He receives even fuch as mere Neceſſity drives 
to Him; and indeed all true Converts are firſt per- 
ſuaded to come to Gop by the Senſe of their ow. 
Neceffities, though afterwards they are elevated to 
a more noble Diſpoſition: Gop never rejected any 
upon this Ground: How many came to Chri/? 
merely in Senſe of their bodily Maladies, and were 
ſent away with fpiritual Cure? Chrift received her 
that came not to Him, till ſhe had in vain tried all 
other Phyſicians. So in that Parable of the Prodigal 
(wherein Gow is pleaſed to repreſent the Methods 
of his Grace in the Converfion and Salvation of 
Sinners) you find that Gon doth not reject that 
poor Prodigal, becauſe he was forced home by in- 
ſuperable Straits and Difficulties. 


3. Stck-BEp Repentance is not impoſſible, tho 
it be hard: Sickneſs is one Means that Gop uſeth 


to work Repentance. Go can work Repentance 
even upon a Sick-Bed, and it is Gon that muſt do- 


it even in Health; and to ſpeak truly and ſtrictly, 


although the Means of Repentance be more proba- 
ble, and the Truth of Repentance more diſcernable 
in Health than in Sickneſs, yet the Practice of Ne- 
pentance is as hard a Work in Health as in Sick 
neſs; ſeeing in both Caſes it is the great Work of 
the.omnipotent Gop, who hath ever challenged it 
ay 
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as his Regal ive to give Repentance: 80 
that, in ſhort, with Men Repentance is always 
impoſſible, Can the Ethiopian change his Skin, er 
the Leopard his Spots? Then may ye alſo do Good that 
are accuſtomed to do Evil, Jer. xiii. 23. but with 
God it is always poſſible. And yet to prevent the 
_ Abuſe of this, by a preſumptuous putting off Re- 
tance to the Tint of Sickneſs and Death; I muſt 
add, that ſuch as put off Repentance on ſuch a Pre- 
text, ſeldom meet with it: Gop doth ſeldom give 
Repentance to ſuch Perſons. And it is a general 
Obſervation, that late Repentance is ſeldom true, 
(though true Repentance is never late) it being the 
juſt Judgment of Gon, that they that intend to 
mock Gon by putting off Repentance, ſhould de- 
ceive themſelves, and die without Repentance. 


a Tar it is a Work of great Difficulty 


might y be demonſtrated; there are two Argu- 
ments which the Text ſuggeſts. | 


. Tuar it is a Work which Gop hath put 
into the Hands of his chief Officers, his Miniſters, 
who ought to be the moſt accompliſhed Perſons of 
all others: This is one of the Works for which 


Gop hath vouchſafed ſuch fingular Gifts to his 
Meſſengers. | 


2. THAT it is not every Miniſter neither who 
is fit for this Work, therefore it is required that he 
be one of a thouſand. 


Bur this I ſhall paſs over, and come to the Re 
ſolution of this great and important Caſe of Con- 
ſcience; How Minifters or Chriftian Friends may, 
and ought to apply themſelves to fick 22 for ther 
Good, and the Diſcharge of their own Conſciences. 
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I TAKE it to be one of the hardeſt Parts of the 
miniſterial Works, to make ſeaſonable Applications 
to ſuch Perſons. I ſhall therefore anſwer it brieſſy 
in theſe eight Propoſitions or Directions. 


1. ENDEAVOUR muſt be uſed to underſtand the” 
State of the Sick: As Phyſicians do by fick Perſons, 
they enquire into the Manner of their Life, Diet, 
Ec. it is a great Step to the Cure, to know the Pa- 
tient's Temper, becauſe as bodily; ſo ſpiritual Phy- 
ſick, muſt be ſuited to the Temper and Condition 
of the Patient: And as Phyficians take Pains in 
this by Conference with Friends, and examinin 
the Patient; ſo ſhould Miniſters by Diſcourſe wit 
religious Acquaintance, and by ſearching Confe- 
rence with the ſick; Perſons; endeavour to fad” out 
the Truth; for why ſhould not Men be as accurate 
in healing Mens Souls, as their Bodies ? | 


2 Ts "Buſineſs is to bring the ſick Man 
to a true Sight of his State. Indeed this is a happy 
Thing, whatevever his Condition bez if found and 
good, then it is an Happineſs to know it, that he 
may have the Comfortrof it; if it be bud, yet it is 
an Happineſt to know it, that a Man may be ca- 
pable of Counſel, and put into the Way to amend 
it, It is true, evil Men, like Perſons much im 
Debt, care not to look into their Books, and un- 
derſtand their Debts; but they muſt be brought do 
x: And the worſe thy Condition is, the more thou 
art concerned to diſcover it; for to be ignorant of 
thy Condition, if it be good, only hinders thee from 
Comforts ; but if it be bad, it hinders thee from 
Salvation, You and they muſt both conſider, that 
as the Heart is always deceitful, ſo then cfpecially 
for three Reaſons: amongſt" others: (IT.) Then 
Men are unable to examine themſelves, their na- 
tural Parts are weakened, the Eyes of their Mind 

clouded ; 


346 A SERMON on 


clouded ; their Mind is diverted by bodily Pains, 
that it cannot attend, and ſo may ſooner be cheated. 

2.) Then Men are flothful and liſtleſs, as to all 
ſpiritual Exerciſes : If even good Men are ſlothful 
in their moſt healthful Times, how much more 
evil Men in Times of Sickneſs? The Liſtleſſneſs of 
the Body generally makes an anſwerable Impreſſion 
upon the Faculties of the Soul. (3.) In Times of 
Sickneſs Men are greedy of Comfort, and fo will 
catch even at a Shadow. Upon all theſe Grounds 
there needs the more Caution, to ſet before their 
Eyes the Folly and Miſery of Self-Deceit, in ever- 
laſting Matters. 


3. MinisTERs and others muſt take great Heed 
left while they avoid one Extreme, they run upon 
another. Some for the Prevention of Deſpair, have 
made ſuch unſeaſonable Applications of Comfort, 
as have begotten preſumptuous Hopes : Others to 
event Preſumption, have ſo indiſcreetly aggravated 
ings as to render them hopeleſs, and careleſs. 
There muſt therefore be a prudent tempering of 
Things together ; as the wiſe Phyſician mixeth ſe- 
veral Ingredients: He puts in Things of a ſharp and 
corroding Nature, which may eat out or remove 
the noxious Humours ; but addeth to them Things 
of a more gentle Temperature, to correct the Acri- 
many of the former: Gop Himſelf ſets us a Copy 
_— Mouth of Samuel, 1 Sam. xii. 20. You have 

ne all this Wickedneſs. There is the Corrolive ; 
be faithfully diſcovers that, and doth not daub with 
them: Yet, leſt the Diſcaſe ſhould rather be exaſ- 
perated than removed, he adds this healing Coun- 
ſel, Yet turn not afide ſas ſong the LorD, and 
this Cordial, Verſe 22. The Lord will not forſate 
bis People: And Ezra follows it, Ezra x. 2. Wt 
have treſpaſſed againſt Gop, and have taken — 
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Wines: Yet there is Hope in Urael concerning this 3 
now therefore let us make a Covenant with Goo. 


4 Tus ſame Methods are not to be uſed to all: 
You might as well give the ſame Pill to all diſcaſed 
Perſons, whereas that which would cure one, will 
kill another. As diſcreet Phyſicians diverſify their 
Applications, according to the Difference of the 
Patient's Diſpoſition and Condition; ſo here. And 
there are many Differences to be eyed here. 


1. DiFFERENCE of Tempers, whether tender, 
rough and ſtubborn, as you read it is the Huſband- 
man's Diſcretion that the Fitches are not threſhed 
with a threſhing Inſtrument, neither is the Cart- 
wheel turned upon the Cummin, but the Fitches 
are beaten out with a Staff, and the Cummin 
with a Rod, IJ. xxviii. 27. ſo it muſt be the 
Diſcretion of a Miniſter, to have Reſpect to the 
different Tempers of Men, in his Applications to 
them: It is ſaid of Chrift, He taught his Diſciples 
as they were able to bear. 


2. DirFERENCE of Education and Converſati- 
on, ſome have been bred in Ignorance, others 
brought up in the Knowledge of the Truth, not 
conſidering this, occaſions much Miſcſief: Diſ- 
courſe to an ignorant Perſon of the Neceſſity of 
Faith and Repentance, you loſe your Labour oft- 
times, he conceits he hath believed and repented ; 
for he takes Faith to be a Believing, though with- 
out any Grounds, that Gop hath pardoned him, 

Repentance a crying God have Mercy. One 
muſt conſider where Foundations muſt be laid— 
and where we need only raiſe SuperſtruQtures: Some 
have had a looſe and prophane Education, others 
civil and religious : The former require more Ter- 

; ror, 
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or, the latter more Caution, leſt they deceive 
themſelves. 


3. DarFERBNCE of Guilt. Great Difference i; 
to be made in the Handling of Sinners of a ſmaller 
Size, and inveterate Sinners : As Gop expects, ſo 
Miaiſters muſt endeavour that Sorrow may ber 
wept bitterly, Mat. xxvi. wr. 


5. IT is very bad for a Guide to follow the Coun- 
{els or Deſires of ſick Perſons, or their carnal Friends, 
It fares with faithful Miniſters, as with honeſt and 
able Phyſicians, that are many Times ill thought 
of by the ſick Man, and foolifh Friends, when they 
put him to Pain, or Trouble; they charge hin 
with Cruely and delighting to torment the poor 
Man unneceflarily, and it may be think of diſchag. W of 
ing him, and getting. a Phyſician that will dal ff 5. 
more gently - with him: Whereas indeed he is the s 
fick Man's beſt Friend, and many Times ſhould ry 
he not pain him, he would kill him: 80 is it here, | 
come to a ſick Man, he cries, Comfort for Gon's 
Sake, ſo ſay his Friends, and they think all is done, WF - 
8 — Why, you ſhall have it, f 
but in due Time; you ſhall haue Eaſe, Health, but 
vou muſt be contented to wait for it, and expet 
it in due Order, firſt you muſt be ſick; oft · times t 
that Phyſick is the beft, which makes you ſicket; f. 
you (hal be healed, but if you would proceed re- 
gularly, and work a true Cure, you muſt firſt have 1 

r Wound ſearched, and then healed, elſe 5. *© 
ve only a pallitive Cure, and the Wound wil "6 
ſeſter inwardly: And it is a horrible Miſtake „ 7 
ſick Perſons, they think Comfort is all they are b 
look after. I tell you, it is not preſent Comſol, de 
but everlaſting Happineſs, you muſt make yu Bl 
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Buſineſs to get : It is not Auguſſus's iv9aracia, to 
die quietly, like a Lamb, (as the Vulgar phraſe it) 
but a Scripture ide, to die the Death of the 
Righteous : It is not ſo much a calm, and ſweet and 
eaſy Paſſage, (the Fiſhes have that, when they 
ſwim down the ſweet Stream of Fordan, into the 
dead Sea, where they periſh) but a ſafe Harbour. 


6. Tux ſame Courſe for Subſtance is to be taken 
for the CHER ſick and healthful Perſons, 
There is but one Way to Heaven, for all Perſons; 
and therefore conſider with yourſelves what you 
would do if 1 — were in Health, and what were 
neceſſary. hy, that ſame Courſe you muſt take 
now; and if it be more troubleſome to ſick Perſons, 
they may thank themſelves for it, who neglected 
the Time of Health. Indeed ſick Men are apt to 
favour themſelves, and to think Gop will accept 
of leſs from them, than others; whereas, if poſſi- 
ble, they have Need to do more than others, and 
to make the more Haſte, having the leſs Time for 
their Work. 


7. Tux greateſt Care muſt be to keep ſick Per- 
ſons from Gole Errors whereby ſuch commonly 


miſcarry, as, 


1. INSENSIBLENESS of their Danger; whereas 
the firſt Step to a Cure, is to know one's Malady. 
It is a dreadful Thing to ſee poor ignorant and un- 
converted Sinners at the very Brink of the Pit, 
ready to drop into Hell, and not at all affected with 
it. If ever you mean to do them any Good, you 
muſt awaken them out of that mortal Lethargy, 
lighten their Eyes with a Conviction of their Dan- 
ger, leſt they ſleep the Sleep of Death. 
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2. WI1LLINGNESS. to be deluded. You 
7 Is thus: * a Tang — Frient of 
mfort, how greedily they catch it; 
will receive Comfort upon 5 . nay * 
no Grounds, hut upon the bare Words (it may be) 
of a Time · ſerving and Man- pleaſing Miniſter. But 
let a ſerious and faithful Miniſter come to chem, 
and ſhew them their fad, and ſinful, and hazardous 
Condition, and demonſtrate it by irrefragable Ar. 
1 * will 44 2 to 5 55 as St. Peter 
„ 2 Pet. iii. f. This they willingly are ignorant 
You mult poſſeſs them with the Folly of fuch 
a Temper, the unavoidable Miſery of Self- deludiag 
Perſons, and the Dread of Diſappointment when 
too late. 


3. CaRELEsSNess and Liſtleſſneſs. This is the 
Temper of many, knowing the Difficulty of be- 
lieving, repenting, and remembering their own 
Guilt, they caſt off the Care of that, which they 
think will be to no Purpoſe. You muſt therefore 
poſſeſs them with the Neceſſity of Chriſtian Care- 
fulneſs: What Madneſs it is to be careleſs now, 
which is the only Seaſon of caring to any Purpoſe: 
What Folly it is to free themſelves from the Care 
of a few Days, to aſcertain to themſelves everlaſting 
Care and Torment. Alſo you muſt poſſeſs them 
with the Benefit of this Care, and laying it to Heart, 
that it is GoD's Courſe in opening the Heart, to 
ſtir up this Care. 


ResTinG in Generals. This deceives many 
to Hell: You may diſcourſe excellently againſt Sia 
in the general, and raiſe in them ſome Paſſion 
againft it, yet not profit them at all: For true Re- 
pentance takes Notice of particular Sins. And 3s 
Generals have no Exiftence, but in the Particulars, 
according 
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cording to Principles of Philoſophy ; ſo it is Sin 
in particular, which doth primarily affect the Heart 


of a true Penitent. 


5. Tur Concealment of ſome hidden wo of 
Wickedneſs, I believe, hath ſent many to Hell; 
they would never make their Diſeaſe known, thro” 
Fear of Shame: As ſome Perſons have died of 
thoſe Diſeaſes which they have ſmothered. It is 
true, a Man is not bound to make Confeſfion of 
all his Sins to a Miniſter, as we rightly aflert againſt 
Papiſts ; but yet all Divines grant, that in many 
Caſes it is both expedient and Pn to acknow- 
ledge thy Wickedneſs to Men. To fay nothing of 
thoſe Caſes wherein it is ſometimes neceſſary, nor 
of * Reaſons which make it frequently expe- 
dient, I ſhall only inftance in one, which is ſuth- 
cient of itſelf many Times; that the Phyſician 
knowing more ly thy Malady, may more ef- 
fectually proportion his Remedy. Poſſeſs them 
with this in ſuch Caſes, How infinitely better it is 
to have qo Shame before a Friend, who n . 
ver your Shame, and hate to reproach you wi 

than before all the World. 8 * 


6. Tax Heed of healing the Souls of ſick Per- 
fons flightly. This we are apt to, 1. From 
the ſick Man's greedy Defire of Comfort, 2. From 
the Expectation and Defire of carnal Friends. 3. 
From our own careleſs Hearts, that love nor to put 
ourſelves to any Trouble or Reproach, which we 
ſhall meet with, if we be faithful in this Caſe: How- 
bye» =_ of it; Fer. viii. 5 They _ healed 
the Hurt of the Daughter e e gotly, ſay- 
my, Pi, Peace, when 9 is 2 Bee his 
15 the Caſe: A Soul (whether in Sickneſs or in 
Health, muſt firſt be wounded, then healed; There 
= Ff2 muſt 
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muſt be Sorrow and Travel ere the Man-Child be 
brought forth: There muſt be true Repentance and 
| godly Sorrow deep Sorrow; they daub, that tell 
You otherwiſe, and make Gop a Liar: Repentance 
is neither a ſhort, nor a ſuperficial Work. — Per. 
ſuade them to wait Gop's Leiſure, and in Gov's 
Way, for the Cure, not to precipitate your Work, 
Perſuade them not to be afraid of Sorrow and 
Trouble, but rather to fear the Want of it; 
for here is a common and fatal Miſtake; moſt Men 
are afraid of Sorrow, and labour to drive away 
Sorrow; whereas indeed Sorrow is the Midwife of 
all true Joy. Tears of penitential Sorrow, are the 
Streams that lead us to the wy of Pleaſure, which 
are at God's Right Hand. And on the contrary, 
to be a Stranger to Sorrow, is one of the 
dreadfulleſt Signs of a loſt Soul. The Laughter of 
ſuch a Perſon, is a Riſus Sardonicus, a deadly Joy, 
Labour more to work a ſolid, than a ſudden Cure. 


Tux are other Directions I thought to have 
given; but theſe may ſuffice; and I will conclude 
all with two or three Uſes, firſt to Miniſters, then 
to People. ; 1 1 $7 


1. To Miniſters. Hence we may learn the great 
Difficulty of the minifterial Work. We ſee one 
Reaſon why Paul ſaid, Wbe is ſufficient for thee 
Things? O what a Sin and Shame it is to ſee what 
Perſons venture upon this Work ! that ſuch under- 
take to be Shepherds of Chri/'s Flock, that are 
hardly fit to be ſet with the Dogs of the Flock 
Father forgive them, they know not what they di. 
Many aQ, as if they thought this were all the Work 
of a Miniſter, to make a few Sermons, and read 
fome Prayers. No, no; a Miniſter muſt be 
throughly furniſhed to every good Work : WIE 
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be apt and able for every Work; this, among o- 
ders. O what angelical Abilities doth it require 
Acuteneſs to diſcern the ſick Man's Temper, Know- 
ledge to underſtand the Nature of all Spiritual Diſ- 
4 the Symptoms, the F as alſo the 
Antidotes and Remedies; Wiſdom to make ſuit- 
able and ſpeedy Applications. O how hard a Caſe 
is it! Many ſick Men can endure neither the Diſ- 
caſe of their Souls, nor their Remedy. A Miniſter 
had Need know all Thi underſtand all Perſons, 


diſcern the Subtilties of Mens Hearts, and not be 
ignorant of the Wiles of the Devil. 
How many Knots muſt he be able to 


untie? How many Caſes muſt he be able to give 
y Reſolution to? And he muſt be ſuppoſed to 
ave laid up with great Induſtry, becauſe he muſt 
briag forth out of his Treaſure, Things both new and 

eld. O the Difficulty ! It is a fad u to conſi- 
der, that many Souls do periſh, not only by the 
Force of their Diſeaſe, but alſo by the Error of their 
Phyfician, by the Miſtakes of their Miniſters: And 
as Galen ſpeaks of Phyſick for the Body, it is alſo 
true of the Phyſick of the Soul; In Medicina nibil 
exiguum; © In Phylick nothing is little;” A little 
Error there, may occaſion fearful Miſchiefs: So a 
ſmall Miſtake in Souls Concernments, may occaſion 


everlaſting Ruin. 


2. To People. I it of ſuch Difficulty? O la- 
to do your Work in Health, while Time 
and Strength laſt, before the evil Days come. He 
that neglects the Time of Health for the doing of 
his great Work, he ſhall feel the Worth of it. 
the Want of it. I beſeech you let me reaſon,wn 
you: Why will you run a Hazard, when you.may 
go a ſafe Way? Conſider what woful Straits you 
Ff 3 will 


zin Auen or | 
I will wing er to; if you do not ponder your 
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Ways, fix your Thoughts, and afflict your 
Hearts, you kill your Souls; if you do, ps 

your Bodies. hat a dreadful Dilemma is this ? 
Phyſician chargeth you not to trouble your- 

felves with fad Thoughts, left you overthrow your 
Bodies; and the Miniſter, if he will be faithful, 
muſt you to trouble yourſelves, leſt you 

0 O conſider now; now you may 
| der, you have'the Uſe of Reaſon, then Reaſon 
may be loſt : Now Gop will accept of you, then 
it may be He will reject you: Now you are at Lei- 
ſure to conſider,” then ſufficient unto the Day will be 
the Evil thereef. And therefore be perſuaded to 
improve the I ime of Health. 


Tr is the general Cuſtom of fick Perſons, to ſend 
for Miniſters to prepare them for the future Life, 
when they deſpair of the Enjoyment of this preſent 
Life. Thus they begin to live at the End of their 
Life: But you, if you be wiſe, take this Counſel, 
and O that my Words might prevail with you) 
re to ſpeak with able and godly Miniſters in the 
Time of your Health: That, that is the acceptable 
Time; then may they give Counſel freely, and 
you may follow their Counſel throughly. That 
was the Courſe of thoſe Converts, As ii. They 
did not tarry till their Souls were ready to breathe 
out themſelves into Eternity; but in the Time of 
their Health applied — Aus to Peter, and the 
teſt, Men and Brethren, what ſhall we a>? 


Maxx ſuch Applications. to your Friends 
in Health, as you muſt do in Si $, if you 
mean to diſcharge your Duty to Go, or Friend- 
ſhip to them; you will give them and yourſelves 
too great Eaſe and Advantage by it. Remember, 
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at obli ou to do it in Sickneſs, obli you 
1 0 Hk You are your Brother's | pot 
you have all the Cure of Souls. And as Miniſters 
are bound to this Work by Virtue of their Office; 
ſo are you bound to jt by the Law of Love: And 
ſurely, if every one of you are bound to deliver 
our Neighbour's Ox or Aſs, when you ſee it fal- 
— into a Pit; much more are you obliged to 
have Compaſſion upon their Souls, when they are 
ing down to the Pit, from which there is ne 
emption. | X 


End of the Thirty-eighth VoLuME. 
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p 
SERMON I. * 


How may we be univerſally and exactly con- 
ſcientious ? 


Acts. xxiv. 16. And herein do 7 exerciſe my- 
ſelf, to have a Conſcience void of Offence to- 
ward Gop, and toward Men — — 297 


SERMON IL 
How Miniſters or Chriſtian Friends may, and 
ought to apply themſelves to ſick Perſons, for 
their Good, and the Diſcharge of their own 
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Job xxxiii. 23, 24. 1f there be a Meſſonger 
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